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‘1 Would Rather Be Dead Than Red’

The speech below was writ-
tenx by the president of The
Awmeriean  Society of News-
paper Editors and delivered
at’ a two-state convention of
newsmen in  California re-
cently.

It is the answer to those
who would say that the news-
papers can't be trusted and
takes to task those who
would rather be Red than
dead.

The State Port Pilot feels,
as- the ‘author does, that,
“Never has there been greater
need for  honesty, integrity
and respect for truth” than
now. We are publishing the
article for these and other
reasons,

Editor, r
The State Port Pilot

By FELIX R. McKNIGHT

The Dallas Times Herald
Executive Editor,

Today the American editor
fs on his most imperative mis-
sion.

We of the free world who
have desperately improvised
and struggled in the past gen-
eration fo prevent the deteriora-
tion. of mankind, now need new
strength and meaningful ap-

proaches to this gravest of’ ail
threats.

It is a sorry package we are
holding. It is soiled with- man's
| distrust of man, a tragic weak-
|ening of the moral fiber that
is our only hope, and with
tarnished promises.
!  We live almost from hour to
hour. No one knows what the
next clatter of the newspaper
teletype will bring. The talk of
peace is almost drowned out by
| the ghastily overtones of sur-
| vival and fall-out shelter pro-
; grams.
ihere to give up. I came to raise
{a little hell . . . and to hope
{that strong and vibrant hands
{will seize this thing we call the
| destiny of free peoples.

Fight To Survive
Somewhere, sometime we
| started drifting.
| We gradually cut loose from
| spiritual moorings and blindly
permitted godless elements to
| get their hands on our throats.
Now we figth to survive.

We even hear faint cries
that some would “rather be
|Red than Dead.”

It is unthinkable that we
| would ever hear of such moral
| sickness in this country . . .
|even from the tiniest segnient.
|We just don’t surrender con-

I did not come all the way
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jcepts of living and freedom
given to us by Ged to live the
hollow life of the godless.
| Or to quote Mr. J. Edgar
| Hoover, who recently said it
with far more elogquency:
“Our’ nation's moral strength
has' slipped alarmingly. One
cannot preach morality and
practice immorality. National
corruption is the sum total of
individual corruption. We must
follow the teachings of God if
we are to heal this moral ill-
ness.

“We have in our midst some
timid souls who have so little
faith in the strength of Demo--
racy that they would have our
country yield to international
threats and intimidation. I in-
clude those persons who urge
appeasement at any price.

“Fear, apologies, defeatism
and cowardice are alien to the
thinking' of true Americans. As
for me, I would rather be dead
than Red.

“We do not have to apolo-
gize to anyone. Certainly not
to the arrogant shoe-pounding
Khrushchev and his puppets—
|mor to these neutrals whose
neutrality is but an evidence of
moral weakness. We should
keep our heads up, looking for
honorable solutions and selling
Ameries, rather than keep our
heads down looking for shelters
and the compromise of human

Split' Inte Groups
But almost as threatening to
the security of this country is
I another group which, in geood
[intention; has moved periously
|'elose to destruction of one of

can guarantees—the right of all
to be heard.

In moments when unity has
{mever been more urgent, we
| have split into sensitive, irra-
| tional groups that are as foreign
I'to this nation as Communism
| itself.
| Not even a full generation
[[ago—16 or 17 years—we locked
| arms in war against evils that
| threatened free men. BEvery
American was his brother's
{ keeper . . . Men died for other
lmen . . . no questions were
| asked in foxholes about social
| or political belief. The only
prizes of that war? The right
| te worship, the right of all men
to voice their opinions; the
| right of the press to present all
| sides of all gquestions. The free-
| doms saner imen gave us by
| their bloed and tears . . . men

‘jt.h'e most precious of all Ameri-

who would tremble to see us to-
day as we point at our broth-
ers in emotional frenzy and
brand them traitors simply be-
cause they do not believe, to
the letter, as we do.

The American newspaper has
its challenge:

No longer can the newspaper-
man pay mere lip service to
his claim of objectivity. It has
become more than the closing
| lines of a speech to the Rotary
Club.

! On The Defense

| Irresponsibility in the slight-
' est degree cannot be tolerated
' in these strange, but very real,
| days in which we find our-
| selves.

| The American newspaperman
is on the defense.

Once there was a cry from
the left that we were a ‘“one
party press” snugly grouped to-
gether to do the bidding of
Conservative political wings. It
started in the middle of the
New Deal and rose to crescendo
heights during the Eisenhower
wave,

But somewhere the tune
changed. Few newspaper pat-
terns have shifted, but the
shout from the far right now
labels us as (quote) “the leftist
press that distorts the nation's
image."”

It is not true . . . and it is
about time the American press
take off the gloves and try to
bring sanity to the emotional
binge that has this country
dangerously off balance.

The American press is a pa-
triotic press, dedicated more
than any other agency to the
absolute preservation of our
freedoms and the rights of man.

We are not, as too many
charge, Communist dupes be-

cause we attempt to follow
moderate lines and call for a
look at internal bickering.

There is not a reputable news-
paper in America that would
not guickly and without equivo-
cation expose and fight unceas-
ingly any threat that endan-
| gers the security or welfare of
'I this nation.

| And I resent to the core these
| sudden patriots who aimlessly
| and broadly charge the Ameri-
can press with a laek of con-
cern for the welfare of this
| country. We were here a long,
long time before these groups
| appeared . selling a brand
|of Americanism they have dis-
'torted and molded to their
particular purpose. We may

have newspapers that editorial-
ly embrace certain social and
political views that are not to
their liking, but we do not have
newspapers that would sell out
to the enemy.

I ask these people who hurl
hollow and' superfieial charges:

Just what other watching do
they have?

How do they learn of the
doings of governmental agen-

cies and servants that they
might voice their dissenting
views?

How would they know if they
had been compiétely hoodwink-
ed out of all rights: and sheved
into tyramnical’ subjugation?

Where do they get informa-
tion to build their own voice
of opinion? A voice that has a
right to be heard?

And how long  would the
United States last &5 a free
nation if every newspaper,
every. ragio and television sta-
tion were exterminated or
forced: tor print amd broadeast
identieal ‘“party line” philiso-
phy? | :

. ‘Agree Or Else’

These questions; and answers,
are 3o elementary that one
wonders: why he' must stand' up
are as’ old as the Constitution
itself.

But;, believer me, it must be
done . .. . an@ it rmust be done
with econviction and with re-
sponsibility that cannot be chal-
lenged,

Objectivity? Newver hast it
been more important in this
business. We have rather sud-
denly become suspect in the
eyes of too many Americans
and nothing but complete hon-
esty and intelligent reporting
can erase this suspicion , .. un-
founded though it may be.

It is a strange but support-
able fact in this new “agree
with me or else” atmosphere
that critics of newspapers, on
both sides, never complain,
never criticize when column

space is given to their leader
or their group . . . unless they
twist the slightest gap in your
story into “biased reporting.”
But if a newspaper editorially
disagrees with their leader or
group on certain issues, it is
quickly tatooed with “Pinko”
and “Red” tags. Or, if the shoe
happens to be on the right
foot, it becomes a fat, capital-
istic reactionary with no regard
for the welfare of the common
man. .
I don't kmow—I could be
wrong—but I cannot recall one
single instanee in modern his-
tory of an American newspaper
editor or publisher being
charged with™ subversion or a
treasonable aet.

But. there we stand in the

eyes of far too many as “the

leftist press” selling this nation
down the river.
On Side Of Law

In one way or another, the
past 33 years of my life have
been spent serving my fellow
mat, my country. It is in-
evitable that an American
newspaperman, dedicated to the
well-being of his family, his
commmunity, his nation will live
that' kind of life. It is our life.

Yet, in very recent years I
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!havo been subjected to indigni-
| ties, to vile threats, to the ven-

like it or not. We have dis-
agreed with Supreme Court de-

iom of cowardly anonymous cisions, and we have said so in
{telephone calls. T have been unmistakable clarity . .. but in
{called a Communist. Worse, the finality of such decisions,
|these things have happened to |after all litigation has been re-
my family. solved—such as integration of

Why? 1 happen to bhe the |the public schools—we have
editor of a newspaper that |Ca8lled for orderly acceptance

pt‘inted both sidez of the pmh- and peace among our own peo-
lems that trouble our society | Ple.

these days. My newspaper has Violence leads only to chaos,
editorially hewn, without ex- . and chaos is the target of
eeption, to tke 100 per cent our enemies.

American viewpoint; to the side Now I understand, to a de-
of law and order, whether we Continued On Page 3
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Children Must Be Protected.
Too often, medicines which are perfectly sofe in
propet dosoge are left exposed, where little chil-
dren con play with them. If a large amount is
taken, ony medicine con be fatal.

Household Cleaners Are Dangerous.
If not used' properly they con cavse great harm
ond mony  children have been injured by being
exposed to them.

March 18the Begins

Poison' Prevention Week.
If you haove children, or any visit your home,
please do thess things now.
Store all medicines and household products in a
place impossible for them to reach.
Throw away everything thot has no label to posi-
tively identify the contents.
And, after you have used any medicine or house-
hold ' product, don't leave it around carelessly, but

.. immediately store it properly out of reach of
children, )

Always ‘Read The Label

Never give or fake any product without being

certain it is the correct one. When pharmacists

compound a prescription, we check the label at °

least three times.

1. When we take it off the shelf.

2. As we weigh or count the number,

3. After compounding we again check label be-
fore we replace bottle on shelf.

Follow our example and you will aveid trouble.
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! ,_1 Phone RO 2-5265 For Dependable
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Talk

by
H. F. KINCAID

Telephone

Your Telephone Manager

When Prince O'Brien retired recently as cashier
of the Waccamaw Bank & Trust Co. in Southport, this
community not only lost the services of a banker, but
we at Southern Bell lost the services of c man who for

the past twenty years has serve

Southpori.

as our agent at

We all know Prince O'Brien as a friendly, help-
ful fellow, whether our problems happened to be

\ financial or something connected with the telephone

:‘q

=Rell is famous.

| company. Through the years we have felt that South-
i ern Bell was fortunate to have o man of his character
| and ability as its local representafive in Southport.

We are happy to announce that W. B. Gerald,
he new cashier of the Waccamaw Bank & Trust Co.
't Southport, hos agreed to serve as the Southern Bell
jgent and the offairs pertaining to' local telephone
g rvice formerly handled by Prince O'Brien will be
ken over by this young man.

We are proud of our system in Southport and
§ 'ounding area, and we' appreciate the assistance
these men who have helped to render the high
frdard of cammunications service for which South-
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Comtort, Value, Prestige and Conveniente
is yours when you buy a Huski-Bit Home

(and at a low, low price, too!)

LY FINISHED

Including

e FORCED AIR HEAT (qoiter )
e KITCHEN CABINETS .
e FINISHED HARDWOOD FLOORS

e Built Anywhere in North & South Carolina

e BATH, SINK AND WATER HEATER
e CHOICE Of INTERIOR And EXTERIOR COLORS

e FULL FOUNDATIONS

Conventionally Built = , :

P, ML,

ON
YOUR
LOT

e CAROLINE

You’ll be

LOW PRICED

For the first time since World . War Il you can have a COMPLETELY
FINISHED (not o shell), professionally designed home for as low
as $4,975 to a high of $9,995. |

NO DOWN PAYMENTS—(No Closing Costsl—Low Monthly Payments

PHONE, WRITE, or VISIT

BLAKE BUILDERS SUPPLY

SOUTHPORT, N. C.

All Huski-Bilt homes are custom-built for you by skilled crafts-
men, of best quality, nationally advertised materials, to insure
you a home of durability and beauty. All homes are built from
complete and detailed plans and specifications (which must meet
Everyining b Hiished landscaping)

ver ng in (except landsca The. outside is
finished, the interior is ﬁnish%d, i
and light fixtures are installed. You have nothing to do but move
in—and LIVE B 3

plumbing is installed, wiring

E BETTER!
mighty pleased with your new Huski-Bilt Home.
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