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By Jim Harper
Staff Writer

ing into his (McHenry's) claim of the marsh as well."
McHenry has said that he wants to sell the marshland to adjacent proper-

ty owners either for the view it provides them, or for creck access.

The Long Beach Town Council moved quickly Tuesday to squelch a
claim by surveyor-developer Bob McHenry that he owns a 20-foot strip of
the business district on the north side of Oak Island Drive.

After huddling with town attorney Jim Prevatte in executive session the
council directed mayor Joan Altman to inform McHenry that the strip had
been "dedicated to and accepted by the town."

McHenry has said that he owns the strip from 46th to 64th streets east by
virtue of his purchase of the residue of the original Long Beach devel-
oper’s holdings from Loyal American Insurance Company.

He also claims ownership of 288 acres of Davis Creek marsh from 40th
Street East to Blue Water Point, and while Long Beach makes no claim to
any of that acreage mayor Altman said after the meeting the town "is look-

money or anything else for it.

form of dedication," Prevatte said.

Bald Head lights out

17-hour outage
puts vacationers,

officials in dark

By Jim Harper
Staff Writer

Steamed over a 17-hour electric
power failure which stopped business
and strained pleasure last Friday, the
Bald Head Island village council Sat-
urday demanded that Carolina Power
and Light Co., the island's provider,
exp‘“nw "a\.".-t\iq'nm--l?‘;on't“l’tl

e Bt Dol o
Messinger'pointed out that.from | / </ B \ \\\ !
shortly after midnight until 5:02 p.m. ]
businesseslost air conditioning, light-

ing, machine operations and refrig-
eration; Bald Head Utilities pumps
ceased to draw well water; sewer sys-
tem pumps did not operate and the
village trash compactor lay idle. (All
residences were also without power
during the period.)

He also reported that power had

. beenspasmodic before it stopped, and
that "a similar incident occurred three
years ago." '

"We expect a complete report from
CP&L about the entire incident and a
plantoeffectively deal with this in the
future," Messinger wrote.

A CP&L spokesman said Friday
that the problem was "switching gear
on the mainland side, worn out due to
corrosion.”

On Monday the spokesman said
thatrepairs continued even afterpower
was generally restored to the island |
Friday afternoon, causing some "mo-
mentary" power failures there Satur-
day.

One occurred during the village
council meeting, but by then the mat-
ter had already been placed on the
agenda by village manager Wallace
Martin.

He reported on Friday events and
said his inquiries had led to the con-
clusion that it was a "case of preven-
tive maintenance; they know what the
problems are." :

Martin said that he'd been told it

Carolina Power and Light Co. transmission lines cross the
western marsh at the Caswell Beach pumping station, turn east
and head for Bald Head, but for 17 hours Friday power never
got to the island.

See BHI in dark, page 6
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He also has indicated that he seeks some form of payment for the 20-foot
strip, stating recently that, "I'll work it out with the town or with the prop-
erty owners. I’m not going to say I want $100,000 for it. We'll trade some
stuff and they won’t have to pay money for it."

Attorney Prevatte said Tuesday that Long Beach won’t have to pay

"A dedication can be accepted formally, or by utilization," he said, noting
that the town maintains water lines in the area of contention,
"By putting something in a plat and selling from that plat, that is another

McHenry has said the strip is his because, though it was proposed as a
parking and sidewalk area by E. F. Middleton, the premier Long Beach de-

Long Beach claims 20-foot strip to be its own

veloper, it was never formally dedicated to the town.

The brief directive answered some questions that were directed to the
council during the early public comment portion of the meeting,

Harold Watson asked if the owner had been paying taxes on the mar-
shland at the rate of $1,500 -- McHenry has suggested $1,500 as a price for
a view across his marsh. Watson also asked who was to stand up for the
trees there, for McHenry has suggested cutting down marsh-island trees as
a manner of enhancing the view from the north side of Davis Canal.

Later another questioner wondered if the town had looked into

McHenry’s claim to the 20-foot strip.

After the session mayor Altman said that she had not heard of McHenry
making any direct claims to the town over ownership of the 20-foot strip,
and indicated that Prevatte’s opinion had been sought merely because of
general knowledge of McHenry's claim.

November 3rd vote likely on
limiting beach council terms

By Jim Harper
Staff Writer

Long Beach Concerned Citizens, a
political  activist  organization,
moved Tuesday night to force a vote
November 3 on limiting town coun-
cil terms to two years and to prevent
resubmission of a general bond
referendum within five years of its
defeat.

The group obtained enough peti-
tion support in May to put the two
questions to a vote, but presenting it
Tuesday made a vote on November

3 -- election day -- likely.

The council must hold a
referendum on the two proposals no
sooner than 60 days or later than
120 days.

Council members, presently serv-
ing four-year terms, received the
petitions for town charter amend-
ment without comment.

In the public comment portion of
the meeting the council heard pros
and cons of a proposed jet-ski or-
dinance.

Former council member Kevin
Bell said that jet-skis had caused no

injury in Long Beach, and only one
complaint to police.

"Complaints should be docu-
mented and dealt with individually,"
Bell said, and suggested, "let Marine
Fisheries and the Coast Guard do
their job."

He and others also suggested that
the matter be tabled until jet-skiers
could rally some support, and when
the matter came up for consideration
it was tabled, with a suggestion that
jet-ski users be consulted about how
best to regulate use of the water-

See.Long Beach, page 7

Schools key-in request
on computer program

By Holly Edwards
County Editor

Brunswick County school officials
have avision and have embarked upon
a mission of making every student in
the county computer-literate by the
year 2000, superintendent of schools
P. R. Hankins told the board of com-
missioners Monday night.

Not only is this their mission,
Hankins proclaimed, but a state-man-
dated requirement. In the year 2000,
every student in the state will have to
pass a computer proficiency test in
order to graduate from high school.

And in order to get Brunswick
County students ready for this test,
county school officials told the board
of commissioners they need to spend
about $1.25 million to install more
computers in all 11 schools, and ini-
tiate a model computer program at
Supply Elementary School.

School officials say they are not
asking for new funds, but simply fora
loan or a lease/purchase on behalf of
the board of education, Finance of-
ficer Rudi Fallon said the schools
would repay $250,000 per year over
the next five years out of a portion of

‘[ need some people who can compose a
letter and read, not operate a computer.
But, if those computers can enhance that,
then you're doing a better job of selling

me.

Gene Pinkerton
County commissioner

their share of the half-cent sales tax,
which she said is intended to be used
for equipment. .

Commissioners took no action on
the request, but agreed to bring the
issue upagain at their next meeting on
August 3.

"We need your special help tomeet
our mission," Hankins told the board.
"The future of our children depends
on us and our future depends on them.
Please help us meet the needs of the
children of Brunswick County."

Some commissioners were skepti-
cal of the request at first, and said they

Forecast

The forecast for Thursday
through Saturday calls for
partly cloudy skies
throughout the period with
a chance of aftemoon or
evening thunderstorms.
Highs in the 90s, lows in
the 70s.

would rather have students whocould
read and write than students whocould
operate a computer. However, Sup-
ply Elementary School principal
Carolyn Williams assured the board
that computers would enhance stu-
dents' learning in every area.

"[admit I'm not real optimistic about
the program. You people areincharge
of educating my grandchildren. You
also send me and the rest of the busi-
ness community graduates who can't
compose letters, add or subtract,” said
commissioner Gene Pinkerton. "I need

See Schools key-in, page 6
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