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Agencies will be funded

68-cent rate seen
as goal for county

By Terry Pope
County Editor

Brunswick County'stentative 1993-
94 budget entered its second week of
revisions Tuesday as commissioners
attempt to keep the tax rate at 68
cents.

Many of the estimated 175 people
who gathered at a public hearing at
Bolivia last Thursday received some
good news before the meeting began.

Still others used the occasion to
criticize commissioners for their re-
cent handling of some personnel mat-
ters and for a confusing budget pro-
cess.

"It'smostunfortunate somuch nega-

911 fees
possible. page. 7

Gcarbave,

tive publicity came as a result of this
budget proposal," said Don Hughes,
chairman of the Brunswick County
Resources Development Commis-
sion, "because this hurts in industrial
recruitment."”

At a series of workshops earlier in
the week, commissioners agreed to
restore some funds to local agencies
and non-profit groups, money that
was cut by interim county manager
John Harvey's proposal on May 17.

Many groups sent speakers to the
hearing toplead their cases, not know-

County may fill
landfill position

By Terry Pope
County Editor

Questions surround an unexpected
decision to hire a new solid waste
director in charge of Brunswick
County's landfill, a position previ-
ously cut from the budget.

Some county commissioners were
surprised to see the job posted and
advertised in newspapers last week
when a consensus of the board in
March was to cut the position,

The jobhasbeen vacant since March
15 when Leo Hewett was suspended
and later fired by interim county man-
ager John Harvey.

Hewett was caught inacontroversy
over violations and fines imposed by

See Landfill, page 9

OUTSIDE

Forecast

The extended forecast
calls for mostly sunny
skies on Thursday with
highs between 80 and 85
degrees. On Friday and
Saturday expect partly
cloudy skies with oc-
casional showers, with
highs 85 to 90 degrees
and lows in the 60s,
Cooler on Sunday, with
highs in the lower 80s
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‘In my view that’s
a violation of the

law. What you in ef-

fect do is conduct a
meeting where the
public cannot par-
ticipate.’

Hugh Stevens Jr.
NCPA counsel

Related story, pe. 9

ing the tentative changes werein place.

The hearing will be the only one
held on the budget, said chairman
Don Warren. It may not be approved
until June 21.

Following Harvey's budget mes-
sage the board did not vote on a pro-
posed budget. However, it did set a
public hearing and immediately be-

gan from scratch to rework Harvey's - &

figures with finance director Lithia
Hahn.

Harvey proposed a tax rate of 74.75
centsper $100of property value along
with severe cuts to agencies, elimina-
tion of the county's parks and recre-
ation department and RDC, and that

See County, page 7

Same rate,
but higher
fees for city

Southport aldermen were present-
ed with a proposed 1993-94 budget
of $6,101,414 Tuesday night that
would retain the present 58-cent ad
valorem tax rate but require in-
creases in sewer rate, electric rate
and cost of solid waste disposal.

The board set the first of several
budget workshops for 7 p.m. tomor-
row (Thursday). The budget must
also be considered at a public hear-
ing, yet to be scheduled, before
adoption prior to July 1.

City manager Rob Gandy's first
budget for Southport would retain
the present emergency dispatch sys-
tem, staffed by local personnel, at a
cost of $47,366. Local control over
dispatch was continued at citizen re-

quest last year even after
countywide 911 dispaich service
was put into effect.

Gandy . suggests in his budget a
3.6-percent rise in electric rate to
cover an anticipated power agency
rate increase in October.

He also recommends an increase
in sewer rates from $2.66 to $3.55
per 1,000 gallons to adequately off-
set the cost of sewage treatment; and
he suggests making solid waste an
"enterprise fund" -- self-supporting
-- by increasing the present $9.50
fee to $16.15,

In Gandy’s budget city employees
would reccive a five-percent cost-
of-living raise. Last year they had
none.

It wasn’t nice roast beef, but munchies Deborah
Turner passed out held Sebastian’s attention last
week as his classmates performed in the Long

This little piggy stays home

By Jim Harper’
Staff Writer

The first thing you notice is that he's abit low-slung for '

a dog. Maybe a basset is built as close to the ground, but
the body on this one is more compact, has more heft.

Then you notice he's better behaved than most of the
canines prancing around; scratching, smelling, generally
doing doggy things. Nothing like that for Sebastian, who
is mild, mannerly, under perfect control.

Then you see that he's eating the grass.

"He'll eat anything," says Deborah Turner. "Grass.
Dog food. Banana peel. He's a regular compost heap."

Yet while making a pig of himself, Sebastian remains
the soul of decorum.

There is norecord of the initial response when Deborah

Photo by im H arper
Beach parks and recreation department obedience
training.

and Michael Turner asked toenroll Sebastian, their year-
old Vietnamese pot-bellied pig, in dog obedience class
at the Long Beach Recreation Center, but in the four-
week course this month he won the respect, or at least
grudging tolerance, of human and canine alike.

Last week Sebastian and his fellow classmates went
through theirexercises for schoolmaster Jerry Dove, and
Sebastian earned a 90 -- equivalent of a Gentleman's C
-- for the class, following Deborah around the course
going "WEEE-WEEEE-WEEE" and doing the things
necessary for a passing mark.

Sebastian was entered in the class along with the
Tumer's Shar-Pei named Chelsea (Shar-Pei is a Chinese
dog) and necessarily was subjected to comparison with

See Piggy, page 6




