-t T™ T o e e TG

A whopping explosion and fireball
at the Southport yacht basin kast Thursday. The crew took sheiter dur- pyrotechmics did mot get out of hand. Local filming

puactuated filming of "Birds 0"  ing the episode and firefighters stood by to make
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Back pay, new job

County settles with
worker for $90,000

By Terry Pope
County Editor

A former county employee fired
from her job in 1991 will begin work
as a prisoner wamsporter and rehef
jailer at the sheniff’s department July
1

Brunswick County commissioners
Monday approved a tentative settle-
ment with former ammal control su-
pervisor Zelma Babson. an agreement
that will award her back pay and amor-
ney fees worth more than $90.000.

In a related move. commissioners
also approved an amendment 1o the
county personnel policy that makes

demaoted or dismissed without prior
approval by the persommel offacer.
The State Persomnel Commission
recommended im April thar Ms.
Babson be reinstated 0 her job and
receive back pay plus reasonable a-

*

Commissioners approved an amendment
to the county personnel policy that makes

failure to follow proper procedure

negligence, resulting in termination” for

depa:tment heads

tomey fees. The county emed., it said!,
in following itsown personnel policy.

The commussion upheld an admin-
istrative law judge’s findings that hex
finng was "emoncous as a matter of
Law under the Brunswick County Per-
soanel Manual and should be re-
versad.”

Ms. Babson was employed by the
Brunswick County Health Depast-
ment in the ammal control division
from September. 1980, wJune, 1991,
serving most of that time as supervi-
Michael Rhodes. a decision that was
appealedandupheldby the Brunswick
County Board of Health.
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The: commissnom nuled Bt one of
Babsom prior o hexr dismissal weasnt
proper and stmuck: i tiomn the rocond.

Mionday's ammemdimeni w iihe policy
states; that alll omsll. wnimen and fisal
wamings of discoplisary acson be
documenied. witlh copics soat w0 e
personne] ofificer. cffcave Tuly L.

Albowgih the cownity manager has
the: fincdl say. e e w00 allow the
attomey, 0" offfer advice sndconsent”

camed $20.7 14 per wer sand had ac-
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County adopts

rate, 'borrows'

By Terry Pope
Qouniry Ednor

Residents can expect 10 pay the
SHME (N Wxes next vear. but most
waier opstomers will notice an -

The wmual budget approved by
Brmswick County commissioaers
Miomdlsry meght holds taxes at 68 cents
par SO0 of property value.

Hiowever. wholcsale water rates w
amea kowms and mdustnes wall ump
m goms. from $1.25 w0 $1.35. per
ILO00 salions.

st 15 expecied 10 generate abouat
JFOOM) m addimonal revenues for
e esumated $46 million 1993-04
thadjoes,

"t rgpresents about & penmy on the

 xmme" smd Don Warren. chasrman

@if whe Brunswick County Board of
Commssioners. "If we hadn't done
tthait it weowild ‘have been 69 cents.”
Dgpendimg on how the moacy will
the spemt or wansferred. musme waker
EHICS 0 suppont gencral revenues. s
wiewadl by some as.a violaton of stare

Tkanw.
Fimmne dwecior Lithia Habin said
ihe anoxesse will appear 35 an 2em in

lihe wesordapartment and used w ' ot -
st ithe poneral budeet.” Fees are nor-
mually wsed 10 pay for operaton and
manisnance on the sysiem

Wiy @f the budget dewnls wene
Hoill wp i the wr followme adopaon

Health,

o from water fee

North Carolina
General Statutes
state no appropria-
tion may be made
from a utility or
public enterprise
fund 10 any other
county fund until all
capital outlay costs
and debt service is
paid in full

by 4-0 vote Monday with officials
unable 0 quote a bomom-line figare.
Final copees kad not been printed.

The walter foe mcrease is for whole-
sabe wsers and not for the county's
roughly 4.000 individual rural cus-
tomers. but wwns must charge more
10 their resadents w0 recover the cost.
Towns are viewed < one castomer by
ihe Cownty and bay water throagh one
wholesale meter.

The aversge monthly residential
waker ball isexpected 10 increase from
around $10 per month 10 $11.90. The

See Rates page 6

waste

are main town
meeting topics

By Holly Edwards
Qowmry Ediior

Hieslth care reform. the environment. cducaion. the lontery, taxes. solid
waste disposal and open meetings law reform are some of the 1opics local
©iacns brought up during a Wwn mectng Frday evening at Southport C ity
Hiillhostedby stae legrslaors David Redwine ( D-Brunswick). R C. Soles and

Dy HEL.

Amather wown meeting is planned 3t Letund Town Hall on Friday, June 25,

4t 7 pam.

Owar 30peaple attended the meetmg. whach s the kareest tarmout so far, said
Son. Sales. Similar 1own meetings have been held in Taber City. Whiteville,

Shalione and Chadbowm.

"The mestings were 2 jomt decrsson of all of ws.” Soles said. "We all said
Qurmg the Campmen that we wanted 10 be more responsive 10 the public, and
if's ok Eaur 30-ask folks 10 come 0 Raligh every nme they want something."

Heslth care and the environment have been two rocuming themes at the

See Meeting, page 6

Tide table
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