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Overused
systems
reviewed

Septic tank rule
is unprecedented

By Terry Pope
County Editor

State officials will study the county's
plantocrack down on overused septic
tanks at area beaches.

There is no precedent for citing
property owners, based on real estate
advertisements, who allow theirbeach
cottages 1o exceed occupancy limits.

Overuse of septic tanks where there
is no public sewer system is blamed
for groundwater contamination and
pollution of estaurine waters and shell-
fish nursery areas.

Beach cottages are sometimes al-
lowed to be packed by vacationers,
who in effect overwork the septic
system.

In May, county health inspectors
announced plans to bring the owners
into compliance with permits on file.

"Whatever is decided must be ap-
proved by the state and the attorney
general's office," said Michael
Rhodes, director of the Brunswick
County Health Department.

Representatives from the attorney

. general's office and the N. C. Depart-

ment of Environment, Health and

Natural Resources will meet with
county health officials Thursday, July
15,7 p.m., at the health department to
review the proposal.

Health inspectors used printed rental
brochures and vacation guides that
list homes along Brunswick County's
beaches and compared them with ac-
tual septic tank permits on file. An

See Septic, page 6

Martin Marietta proposal

One of downtown Southport’s more outstanding
citizens was back in place above the door at The
Curiosity Shop on Howe Street last week. The
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wooden gurehead, decorated in the garb of a
French marine, had been taken down for refurbish-
ing several months ago.

Opposition rests on water table

By Terry Pope
County Editor

Some residents fear the negative
will outweigh the good if a proposed
limestone mine is allowed on prop-
erty just north of Southport.

Martin Marietta Inc. plans to oper-
ate a mine along N. C. 133 near the
entrance to Military Ocean Terminal
Sunny Point. ;

State officials are familiar with
Martin Marietta, which operates more
than40 minesin NorthCarolina, They
say the company has one of the best
track records in the business.

But it's not what lies on the surface
that worries neighbors. They are con-
cerned over potential damage to their

local water supply.

"That's our life-
blood," said
Walter Reinheimer of Oak Island.

"That's my primary concem. The olher
stuff is all secondary.”

Southport area residents who use
well water tap onto an abundant un-
derground source known as the Castle
Hayne aquifer, a supply that is often
taken for granted. It is a geological
formation of permeable rock, gravel
or sand that contains or conducts
groundwater.

This quiet underground river sup-
plies potable water to coastal resi-
dents, but it also flows along a bed of
valuable limestone that stretches from
north of Wilmington through

cond 1n a seri

Brunswick
County.

Two mines
Martin Marietta operates near
Wilmington are located along this
same rock formation. The company
has recently applied for permits to
open a site in Onslow County.

Area residents say the price of get-
ting the rock out of the ground could
be devastating.

"I know we need jobs and we need
industries," said the Rev. Murray Page,
"but if you're going to mine limestone
you should do so in an area that's not
going to destroy the aquifer."

Page lives in the Moore's Creek
subdivision about a mile from the
proposed site. He gets water from a

50-foot well and is afraid the nine
families in his development will suf-
fer from a loss of water and environ-
mental damage.

The limestone lies about 90 feet
beneath the surface. Miners must cut
through the aquifer to reach the rock.

"Any kind of industry that drains
off water, they have topumpitaway,"
said Page. "The only place to pump it
is into the ocean.”

The mining operation also uses
water to control the amount of dust
released into the air when stone is
crushed. Carolina Power and Light
Co. officials have refused to let Mar-
tin Marietta discharge water into the
utility's eight-mile canal system that

See Martin, page 7

Blacks protest
hiring, might
boycott school

By Marybeth Bianchi
Feature Editor

As a way of protesting the per-
ceived lack of minority representa-
tion in the Brunswick County school
administration, about 500 Leland area
students may start the 1993-94 school
year attending classes in local
churches.

Board member Freeman Gause said
Leland area residents, upset by the
transfer of Joe Butler from principal
of Lincoln Primary School to director
of migrant education and parent in-
volvement, plan tokeep theirchildren
out of school for at least the first ten
days of class, a period of time the state
uses to allot funds to local school
systems based on enrollment.

Gause said Tuesday the state pays
$1.200 per student, so if enrollment 1s
down by 500 the school system could
face losing a substantial amount of
funding in a year when money is
particularly tight.

“That's going to puta hurt on it. The
county commissioners need to be in-
volved. It's going to hurt evervbody,

__but something has to be done." Gause

said. "I don't know of anything else to
do."

"That’s going to
put a hurt on it...
It's going to hurt
everybody, but
something has to be
done. I don’t know
of anything else to
do.

Freeman Gause
Board member

Serving his first term on the board
of education. Gause said, "I have done
all I know how to do."

He said he has talked with superin-
tendent Ralph Johnston, whom he said
promised him and ofhers that more
blacks would be hired.

Qualified black candidates have

_,.applied for advertised vacancies. in-

See Protest, page 6

‘Schools seek

more money
from county

By Marybeth Bianchi
Feature Editor

The Brunswick County Board of Education will be asking the county for
more money at the same time the superintendent of schools will be trying to

reduce the central office staff.

After a two-hour executive session Monday night, the board appfoved a
resolution which states that it feels the money appropriated by the county is
"not sufficient to support a system of free public schools in Brunswick

County."

The school system had requested a 26.5-percent increase in funding, a total

of $15,344.782 for both the current expense fund and capital outlay budget.
Included in that figure was construction of a new elementary school in the
Leland area. However, according to school figures, the county board of
commissioners approved just five percent more than last year, plus a one-time
$1-million appropriation for computer technology.

The school system has been able to make significant cuts, reducing the
budget to within approximately $325,000 of the amount the county said it will
give the schools for 1993-94 operations.

"Even with the reductions we're short," said school board chairman Donna

See Schools, page 6
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