
ASK< 
AQUARIUM 

When is the 

best time to 

search for 

seashells and 

where should 

I look? 

The North Carolina coast is a trea- 
sure trove for shell collectors. Our 
estuaries and ocean waters hold 

over 1,000 species of mollusks. the 

shell-bearing animals. 
Hundreds of miles of sand beach- 

es provide collecting grounds for 

many species; however, beaches 
aren't the only places for good shell 

collecting. Sounds, inlets, lagoons 
and intertidal flats are also home to 

many mollusks. These areas are rich 

in food and less subject to the rigors 
of wave action and, therefore, yield 
a wide variety of mollusks ranging 
from the tin'y periwinkles that cling 
to marsh grasses to the spiral- 
shaped whelks that surface on sand 
flats at .low tide. 
While the tides bring shells to our 

beaches year-round, early spring, 
particularly after a storm, and early 
fall, during the height of hurricane 
season, are. prime times for shelling. 
Winter storms and hurricanes churn 

the coastal waters, pulling shells 

from the ocean floor and washing 
them to shore. When canvassing the 
shore after a storm, don't forget to 
examine the masses of seaweed on 
the <beach for shells that might be 
lodged within. 
Tides and timing are also impor- 

tant factors to consider when 

searching for shells. An hour before 
and after low tide, especially during 
spring tides that occur on new and 

full moons, are favorable times for 

collecting. 
Although most of the shells found 

on the shore are empty, each one 
was once an outer covering for a liv- 
ing mollusk. Mollusks make up one 
of the largest groups in the animal 
kingdom, second only to insects. 
Most shells belong to two mollusk 
classes: Gastropods (the largest 
group) and bivalves. Gastropods 
have a single shell and are usually 
spiral- or cone-shaped. Snails, 
whelks and scotch bonnets, the 
state's official shell, are members of 
this class. Bivalves have two hinged 
shells which are connected by mus- 
cle and teeth. Clams, oysters and 

scallops belong to this class. 
The shell of a mollusk is formed 

by secretions from the mantle, a 

fleshy sac that lines their soft bod- 
ies. These secretions mix with calci- 
um they derive from their environ- 
ment, either the food they eat or the 
water in which they live, to form a 

shell. Food, climate, environment 
and the mollusk's particular heredity 
all play a part in making each shell 
unique. 
Most mollusks found in or near 

North Carolina’s coastal waters are 
plentiful, but destruction of natural 
habitats and overfishing have seri- 
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The banded tulip, a gastropod with a smooth, cream-colored shell 
encircled by thin, solid brown spiral lines, is fairly common to North 
Carolina's shallow coastal waters. 

ously reduced some populations. If 
a living creature inhabits a shell, 

enjoy observing it. but leave it in its 

natural habitat undisturbed. 

Send questions to Ask the 

Aquarium, North Carolina Aqua- 
riums, 417 North Blount Street, 
Raleigh, NC 27601. 

TOPS getting 
to the bottom 
of weight loss 
Have you gained unwanted 

pounds this winter? 
• If so. you may want to attend the 
Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) 
open house at the Long Beach 
Recreation Center Tuesday, March 
17. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. The event will 
feature light refreshments, door 

prizes and information on how to 
lose weight, feel better and be 
healthier. 
The TOPS organization was estab- 

lished nationally 50 years ago and is 
locally composed of area residents 
willing to support each other in their 
mutual goal of losing weight. 
For further information, persons 

may call Joyce Thomas at 278- 
1064.. 

Tutor training 
held April 3-4 
Brunswick County Literacy Coun- 

cil's next tutor training workshop 
will be held in two sessions.Friday, 
April 3, from 6 to 9 p.m. and con- 

tinuing Saturday, April 4, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Supply. 
Margarete O'Leary will be the 

trainer and participants will learn 

how to teach reading using phonics 
and other methods. Those who com- 

plete the workshop will be certified 
as Laubach tutors. Laubach Literacy 
Action is the largest volunteer liter- 
acy organization in the country. 
The workshop is free but preregis- 

tration is necessary. Persons may 
call the literacy council at 754-7323 
or 1-800-694-7323. 

CABINETRY 
Kitchens and Baths 

•Counter Tops 
• Cultured Maible 

Vanity Tops 
• Solid Granite Tops 
• Butcher Block Maple Tops 
• Entertainment Centos 
•Libraries 
• FREE Computerized Layout 
Of Your Kitchen Or Bath 

Showroom next to Lynne’s Hallmark 
103 Yaupon Dr., Yaupon Beach • (910) 278-9352• 1-800431-8920 

ATLANTIC WASTE 

SERVICES CORPORATION 

A.WS.C. 

Attention! Builders, Contractors 
and Remodelers... 

We are proud to announce the arrival of a 
new locally owned and operated debris 
removal service for bulk construction waste 

coming soon to your community. 
Contact A.W.S.C. to select a proper size container 
and schedule delivery to your job-site or place of 
business. 

P.O. Box 10832, Southport NC 28461 
(910)278-9001 Fax (910)278-9001 *51 
Mobile: (910) 201-7822 
V.R. CRONICK, Owner • Member of Southport Chamber of Commerce 
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‘98 ESCORT SE ‘98 CONTOUR GL ‘98 TAURUS SE ‘98 crown Victoria 

^YOU GET BOTH $500 REBATE. 
2:9% 48 mos., 4.9% 60 mosj 

*500 Rebate (down payment) 

jUmJmJ month 
or *1500 Rebate 

#5144 

Auto., air, cruise, power locks and mirrors, 
AM/FM cassette, rear defrost 

was $17,850 
3a<ja 

Discounts 
.UJU & Rebates 

now $14,820 
#5019 

V-8, auto., air, cassette, remote entry, 
cruise, power windows & locks 

was $20,050 
2afa 

Discounts 
«U3U & Rebates 

NOW $17,998 
#5176, 5175 

V-8, rear wheel drive, air, remote entry, power 
windows, locks & seats, AM/FM cassette 

WAS 

NOW 

$22,565 
1.567 

$20,998 

Discounts 
& Rebates 

#5276 

‘98 RANGER XLT ‘98 F-150 ‘98 EXPLORERS ‘98 WINDSTAR 
MARK III CONVERSION 

Air, AM/FMstereo w/CD, sliding rear 
window, rear side door 

MO.® 

ONLY $500 DOWN 5.9% 
#5076 

AMERICA ’S m SELLING TRUCK! 

4*9 ̂7c 48 mos. or 

Gfc 60 mos. 

#i SELLING SPORT UTILITY 
& SAFEST IN ITS CLASS 

2 • 9 ̂7c 48 mos. or 

4m^^/c 60 mos. 

AMERICA 'S SAFEST MINIVAN 
, 

V-8, front & rear air, 7-pass ..cruise, 
cassette', leather, color TV 

dZZ Discoun,s ^11 Zil 1^1 & Rebates 

' 'V > LI, 

#5142 

PROGRAM & USED CARS 
‘97 MUSTANG CONV. 
jk& .ij r iii >*; i it 

* 
•' 

97 TAURUS GL ‘97 MERCURY SABLE ‘97 CONTOUR GL 

V-6, auto., air, cassette, power seat, cruise, 
ABS, power everything, 

Was $16,995. 

*13,997 ' #P669, P660 

V-6, auto., air, ABS, power seat, windows 
& locks, 2 to choose from 

*13,697 
#P649, P653 

Auto., air, cassette, cruise, power everything, 
P596, P598, Was $14,995 

2 to Choose from! 15,000 miles 

$11,999 
V.' 

'i- 

\V 
•? 

i 

‘97 FI 50 LARIAT SUPER CAB 4X4 U344___„_„_S21,995 
‘97 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-8,alr bags, aU power. P657_$27,995 
‘97 CROWN VICTORIA LX 13k,P839___„$19,750 
‘96 SABLE WAGON V-6, power everything, 7k, P674 .$ 16,995 
‘97 EXPEDITION XLT 5.4 V-8 engine, 8-passenger, front & rear air, leather, 
cassette w/CD, 14k, local trade, one owner, U342A .. .$29,995 
‘97 MERCURY TRACER 

auto., air, cassette, power windows 4 locks, P643..... $750down; $216 HM.*4' 
‘9 5 TOYOTA CAMRY LE power everything, was $14,995, U3ZO..... $ 14,700 
‘96 HONDA ACCORD LX automatic 4 loaded, P614* _-$ 14,995 

‘97 AEROSTAR XU 7-pa«*«rm»r,front*rearofcrJP6B5.$17,995 
‘95 TAURUS OL V-6, auto., air, cruteo, powar tvtryMng,4543A »k..$1 0,995 
*97 MUSTANG loaded, P634-...-...—..—.$14,995 
‘97 PONTIAC GRAND AM OT V-6, auto, loadod, 14k, S27SA.„.~$ 14,995 
‘93 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER fully equipped, 7-pao».,P655A.—.$7,995 
‘96 MERCURY TRACER air., ease., auta,U341...$500down; $189 
*97 TAURUS WAGON LX V-6, air, caw, cruise, 3rd seat, P671 _$ 18,995 
‘96 EXPLORER XLT V-6, auta, air, com., cm!**, loadod, P668........ $21,500 i K-M 
‘97 COUGAR XR7 loadod, P673-—---........._...$14,995 | 
‘98WINDSTAR front * roar air, 7-pass^ P641.—.......— .$ 17,995 

JONES© 
Hwy. 17 N., Shallotte- 754-4341 -1-800-832-5328 
SALES: Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Sat 9-4 • SERVICE Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30 

/\XS/ 

JONES FORD 
l"i 

to Myrtle Beach Hwy 1 7 to Wimmgton I 

All vehicles to uualitied buyers plus tax A tags. All 
rebates included. All trade-ins accepted at ACV. (1) 
Sale price $12,999, 4.9% APR 60 months. (2) Sale 
price $13,775, 60 months. (3)Regular Cab (4) Sale 

price $10,750, 10.9% APR 60 months (5) sale 
price $9,250, 10.9% APR 60 months. 

EASY TO 
DEAL WITH 

Thank you for shopping at Jones Ford. 
WE do not add for administrative fee, 
dealer prep or other padded charges. 


