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into the contract.”

An appointed committee will rec-
ommend ways to handle the coun-
ty’s commercial accounts.
Busincsses are not covered in the
Waste Industries contract and are
left to negotiate deals with haulers
on their own. Ms. Collier heads that
committee but said Monday’s
approval of the contract eliminates
the bargaining power commercial
accounts may have held with Waste
Industries.

“We’re going to try to meet this
week, and maybe we could have sat
down and worked things out,” said
Ms. Collier.

Commissioners Bill Sue, David
Sandifer and Jo Ann Bellamy
Simmons approved the plan that is
scheduled to begin within 120 days.
Waste Industries officials have said
they neglf the leeway to order
40,000 roll-out carts and new equip-
ment needed to service neighbor-
hoods that large trucks cannot
access.

All five commissioners say they
favored the curbside, once-a-week
proposal but disagreed with how
contract negotiations evolved.
Warren said he wanted towns in his
district to have at least a week to
review the draft. Sunset Beach town
administrator Linda Fluegel told
commissioners she received a draft
on Friday and that her town board
hasn’t had time to discuss the pro-
posal.

“During all of our discussions
with municipalities, we told them
we would allow them to review the
final draft before we voted on it,”
said Warren. “In my district, the
municipalities were also concerned
about the fines, and in having stiff
enough fines to be sure Waste
Industries did what they said they
would do. That’s important, espe-
cially with the big task of county-
wide curbside service. It should
have enough bite to be sure they
were held accountable.”

The contract includes a $10-per-
month penalty for each customer
resulting from poor service or inef-
fective service. The county will pay
a-contract price based on a rate of
$10.98 per household per month for
once-a-week collection. Sandifer
said it’s in the company's best inter-
est to provide good service so it can
earn the full amount from the coun-
ty. :

Municipalities may opt to offer an
additional pickup within their juris-
diction or residents can purchase
additional pickup or extra carts for
$4.80 each per month from Waste
Industries. Tipping fees will be
imposed at the convenience stations
and landfill to keep trash from being
trucked in from outside the county.
In the past, there have been no fees
and no way to monitor illegal dump-
ing by non-residents. ;

The contract also doesn’t address
curbside recycling, but commission-
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ers say this is just the beginning of
what may eventually include recy-
cling service in both rural areas and
inside towns.

“I'hope we pursue it on a county-
wide level, too, with recycling,” said
Sandifer. “This doesn’t address it,
and it was never going to address
it.”

Commissioners  planned to
approve the contract February 23,
but delays in negotiations with
Waste Industries pushed the dead-
line back several weeks. It may

‘During all of our
discussions with
municipalities, we
told them we would
allow them to
review the final
draft before we
voted on it.’

Don Warren
District 1 commissioner

alredady be too late to start July 1 as
planned, but under the contract
Waste Industries should be able to
begin by July 14, or within 120
days, said county attorney Huey
Marshall.

“We can’t put everything in  this
contract or we could be sitting here
for the next two years talking about
this contract,” said board chairman
Jo Ann Bellamy Simmons.

Recyclables will still be collected
at the convenience and transfer sta-
tions for newspapers, brown and
clear glass, aluminum cans, card-
board, green glass and plastic Bot-
tles. Waste Industries will manage
and operate the convenience stations
and charge fees for solid waste by
the truckload. Fees for construction
and demolition debris will start at $5
and increase to a maximum of
$32.50 for a full pickup load.

Yard wastes can be dumped at
prices ranging from $1.50 per bag to
$14 per truckload. A charge will be
applied at the convenience stations
for white goods and brown goeds, or
household appliances.
Commissioners say they will offer
times in the spring and fall when
residents can dump yard waste free
at the landfill.

The contract does allow both sides
to end the deal given 30 days’
notice, a clause that Long Beach
councilor Kevin Bell said should be
handled with caution.

“What’s going to happen if Waste
Industries says, ‘You’ve got 30 days
to decide what you want to do with
your solid wastes Wt we've got to
pull out?’” asked Bell.

Sandifer said as long as the coun-
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ty’s trash is being handled by some-
one other than Brunswick County,
the county will remain under that
company’s control. He said the
county will continue to hunt for a
new landfill site as insurance.
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ments Brunswick County seeks with
cach municipality bind each town to
the Waste Industries contract counts
commissioners executed Monday
night.

Walters presented a proposed
interlocal agreement containing five
‘cconomic incentives” he said the
town needs

“Sending this (agreement), pre-
pared from our point of view, to the
county for their reaction -- this
would toss our concerns back into
the county’s court,” Walters said.

Walters proposed interlocal agree-
ment mirrors the agreement drafted
by Brunswick County, but adds:

B A provision whereby Long
Beach customers, who already own
their Poly Karts, would receive a 93-
cent monthly credit for trash ser
vice. Waste Industries has contract-
cd to collect trash curbside from all
homes.in the county at a cost equal
to $10.98 per household, including
provision of a 90- or 96-gallon con-
tainer Long Beach customers don’t
need.

W A provision whereby the Town
of Long Beach would receive a $38-
per-ton rebate for all recycled mate-
rials collected in town. The town
has long argued the contract with
Waste Industries provides no incen-

.tive for recycling,

B A provision whereby the cost of
“tub grinding” yard debris would be
rebated to Long Beach.

B A provision whereby a 60-cent-
per-month credit would be given
each Long Beach customer as an
“economic benefit fee.”

M A provision whereby a $5,000
lump sum would be rebated to Long
Beach as a “community clean-up
grant to the town.”

- While council took no action on
the Walters alternative, mayor Joan
Altman instructed councilors to
review the proposal and to bring
back suggestions to improve or alter
it for further council discussion in
April. i

While all councilors expressed
dissatisfaction with the county solid
waste  contract  with  Waste
Industries, each had different rea-
sons and several advocated different
solutions,

Councilor Horace Collier suggest-
ed Long Beach could save money
by exercising the three remaining
years ol its own contract with Waste
Industries, independent of any pro-
gram Brunswick County begins. He
said to make up the’additional
charges Brunswick County will levy
as tpping and transportation fees,
the town could initiate a “mandato-
ry recycling program™ which would
reduce the town’s waste tonnage.

“The county action only impacts
us for tipping fees and transporta-
tion fees, so we are not really under
the gun to jump on this thing,”
Collier said. T maintain the town
would be better off to do nothing,
institute mandatory recycling to
reduce tonnage.”

Councilor Kevin Bell remained
the most critical of the county and
Waste Industries deal. Though he
will be a member of Brunswick
County’s committee (o negotiate a
possible deal for commercial trash
hauling, he said that commiuee's
bargaining position with Wasie
Industries was undercut by county
commissioners” Monday night con-
tract adoption.

“The contract has been signed and
Waste Industries now has a monop-

choices. Call or stop by today.

oly on solid waste in Brunswick
County,” Bell said.

Bell and mayor Altman said
because there was a great distance
between homes in rural portions of
Brunswick County, densely populat-
ed municipalities would be “subsi-
dizing” the cost of rural collection
under the county contract.

Bell also asserted trash collection
cost for commercial interests would
rise 142 percent for an eight-yard
dumpster and that the real financial
bonanza for Waste Industries was
not in the $30-million, six-year con-
tract with Brunswick County for
residential .service, but in the busi-

‘We have to do
what 18 best for the
people in this town.

Lying down, rolling

over and taking the
deal 1s not the best
we can do.’

Joan Altman

Long Beach mayor

ness it will do with commercial
interests.

Councilor Jim Locke admitted the
county plan was poor, but said Long
Beach residents would pay the
$10.98 portion of their ad valorem
county taxes whether Long Beach
participated in the county trash plan
or nol.

Mayor Altman asserted all of the
town’s overtures (0 county commis-
sioners had been ignored. None of
the concerns held by several munic-
ipalities had been given serious con-
sideration, she said.

“The county is waiting for an
interlocal agreement with Long
Beach,” Altman said. “... The only
thing to negotiate is the terms of the
interlocal agreement. Apparently
the county had no concern for our
feelings on the contract. It is the
only thing we have to respond
with.”

But, for now, Long Beach will
make no response at all.

*“We have to do what is best for the

- people in this town,* Altman said in

frustration. “Lying’' down, rolling
over and taking the deal is not the
best we can do.”

Success Depends on the
Right Choices

A.G. Edwards offers a full range of investment alternatives to help
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5040 New Centre Drive, Wilmington
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Are you looking for answers in
your search for Vibrant Health
and/or Permanent Slimness?!!

We have the answer to lifelong
control of your health & well-
being and slimness with
STAY SLIM NATURALLY

STAY SLIM NATURALLY
is
NOT A DIET but a
PERMANENT WAY OF LIFE

8 LESSON COURSE o= Workbook...over
100 pages of information (by S. Keast,
Masters in Science. Certified Nutritional
Consultant) = Fat Counter =8 Tape
Cassette Album oo All the support &
caring help you'll ever need! Come and
learn about...
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*Candida...it affects health & weight loss/how to
control it
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THE "NEW" CAPE FEAR F

SPECIAL OFFER ENDS APRIL 2, 1998

$1500 FORD REBATE

OR $500 REBATE AND 2.9% APR

NEW '98 ESCORTS and ZX2s!

ESCORT SEDAN

#8C5310, 2.0 Liter engine, 5-speed, air,
AM/FM stereo, power steering, power
“brakes, full wheel covers,

ZX2 COUPE

#8C5381, 130 horsepower DOHC engire,
air, 5-speed, AM/FM stereo, power
steering, power brakes, full wheel covers.

w8 7513

NEW 98 MUSTANG V-6

3.8 Liter engine, 5-speed, air, power

windows and locks, AM/FM/casselte/

" CD player, remole keyless entry,
polished aluminym wheels. #8C4435,

sue & 14 gm _ THE LEGEND LIVES ON! _
\ : PRICED BELOW '97 PRICES

{ NEW '98 TAURUS SE SPORT

3.0 Liter DOHC, automalic, power
windows & locks, speed control, remote
keyless entry, bucket seats, console,
rear spoiler, AM/FM/cassette, #8C5342,

#:517950

-U
‘| NEW '98 RANGERS
NEW LARGER CAB!
4x2's, dx4’s, regular and supercabs,

flaresides and stylesides!
50 TO CHOOSE FROMI!
up
10 $4 25/ reves

oo 107

For XL #8T5210 with Air

NEW '97 FORD
F-SERIES HD

Over B500 GVW, F-250s, F-350s,
F-450s, gas and diesel,
dx2s, dxds!)

$4750:r
ol .9°/o APR

FINANCING

NEW 98 F-SERIES

4x2's, 4x4's, reguiar and supercabs!

75 TO CHOOSE FROM!!

COMBINED DISCOUNTS

NEW '98 EXPLORERS
SPORTS, XLTs, EDDIE
BUAERS, LIMITEDS

2.9"/0 4.9%

AP APR
48 MONTHS 60 MONTHS

Yo APR
FINANCING
On Regular Cab Models

NEW '98 EXPEDITIONS

FULL-SIZE SPORT UTILITIES

17 TO CHOOSE FROM!!

RATED SAFEST T-PASSENQER MINIVAN!

#875402, 3.0 liter engine, automalic,
air conditioning, power windows
and locks, speed control, casselte,
driver's lip-slide seal,

LEASE
FOR

PER MONTH*

wm-.mummmnmueommm. All prices are alter maximum
tags and fee. * Leasa information: 24-Month Red Carpel closed-

end lease. First payment, capitali zed cost reduction ($950 ZX2, $1200 Windstar), Ford rebale, security

deposi, tax, tags and processing fee due al lease inception. Sales tax, license gnd processing fee extra.




