
Natural Heritage Trust visits 

Point is made for Cape Fear preservation 
Hy Holly Edwards 
Feature Editor 

Members of the Natural Heritage Trust Board of Directors trekked across 
^southeastern, pent of Bald Head Island last week as the Smith Island 
state agency'682"161^ 

"* ^ for 3 $500'000 Sra"‘ Proposal submitted to the 

sn.r needs $5 million to purchase an additional 21 acres of property at 

exnh,npHrendrmUSt W'th halfthal amount by ‘he end of this year, explained SILTpresident Nancy Maguire 

tWChN tC' Diyisi°nJ01' Parks and Recreation has recommended that Cape 
tion aviiSr? 3 uC ,1Catfd n3tUrC preSerVe - the b‘8best degree of protec- 
she smd 

r " 'f SILT tUmS the land over t0 state ownership. 

Purchased 115 acres at the point for $ 1.5 million, most o twh'ch was contributed by .sland residents, and is now seeking both gov- 
DecemhnrnThnS«oUs °na. grantS ‘° C°me Up with the $2'5 mill'on it needs by cum ber. The $2.5-million balance would be due in December. 1999 

, ,™hna state parks representative David Hannah told members of the Natural Heritage Trust that Bald Head Island is home to 20 rare species 
£ "r anlma,s lncludin8 five federally protected species, is the only example ol a southern mantune evergreen forest, has the largest concentra ions ol loggerhead turtle nests in the state, and is the only cape in the state that is not protected through public ownership 

‘Why should they give away the most 
economically viable and worthwhile 
piece of property on the island when the 
development has already lost huge 
amounts of money?’ 
Ken Kirkman 
Bald Head attorney 

If SILT cannot purchase the property the family of island developer Kent 
Mitchell has plans to construct multi-family units near Cape Fear. 
While members of the Natural Heritage Trust said they were impressed by 

the uniqueness of the land, several asked why the Mitchells didn’t simply 
donate a portion of their property for preservation. 
The Mitchells contributed $250,000 to SILT for the purchase of the first 

11.5 acres, but thus far the family has declined to donate land outright. 

Ken Kirkman, an attorney and spokesman for the Mitchell family, said the 
Mitchells have offered the land to SILT at a “discounted price” even though 
the family has lost money on their Bald Head Island real estate venture. 
“Why should they give away the most economically viable and worth- 

while piece of property on the island when the development has already lost 
huge amounts of money?” Kirkman asked. “This development has been a 
significant money-loser for the Mitchells.” 
The Mitchells purchased the island development from Walter Davis in 

1983 for roughly $15 million. 
SILT offered the Mitchell family $14 million for 93 acres in 1996. The 

family refused and countered by offering the land trust an option to buy 31.5 
acres for $6.5 million, with $1.5 million due immediately, $2.5 million due 
in December, 1998, and $2.5 million due in December, 1999. 

If SILT obtains funding to purchase the entire 31.5-acre tract, Maguire said 
it will initiate an effort to purchase an additional 61.5 acres of adjacent unde- 
veloped property. 
All property purchased by SILT would be managed by the state Division 

of Parks and Recreation as part of the Bald Head Island State Natural Arpa, 
and only low-level recreational activities would be allowed at the site. 

In addition to the Natural Heritage Trust grant, SILT is seeking $ 1.3 mil- 
lion in grants fromten state, federal and private organizations. 
One hundred seventy-three acres of maritime forest along Federal Road 

was purchased for preservation in 1992 with a combination of funds from 
the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Natural Heritage Trust. 

Policy adopted jastMay 

County water tap-on fees could be enacted 
By-Terry Pope 
County Editor 

it is getting closer to the date when 
a controversial mandatory water 

tap-on policy tor county residents 
could take effect. 
A letter outlining the policy and 

fees for residential water customers 
was leaked to county commission- 
ers Monday, but it was quickly sent 
lo the county Utility Operations 
Board (l.'OB) for further review. 
Last May. commissioners adopted 

an ordinance, alter a series of heated 
debates and public hearings, to 

require all property owners served 
by a county water line to pay for the 
accessibility of that line to their 

property. Residents served by a line 
must either connect their h'ome or 
pay bi-monthly availability service 
fees to offset associated costs and 
the benefits derived, such as a fresh 
public water supply or fire protec- 
tion and lower insurance rates. 
The ordinance was approved May 

5, 1997, and will become effective 

Pets of the week 
A six-month-old male German shepherd mix with black and tan markings 

and a docked tail is available for adoption at the Brunswick County Animal 
Services Center. He is said to be healthy and very loving. The adoption fee 
of $65 includes a physical exam, heartworm tests, neutering, a "rabies vacci- 
nation and preventive vaccinations at a reduced rate. 
A six-month-old male tabby cat also is up for adoption, He has black and 

tan stripes and is said to be playful and very affectionate. The adoption fee 
of $35 includes a physical exam, feline leukemia and FIV tests, neutering, a 
rabies vaccination and preventive vaccinations at a reduced rate. 
The Brunswick County Animal Services Center is open Monday through 

Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday, noon to 3 p.m.; Sunday, 1 to 3 p.m. For 

furtHitr information, persons may call the animal services center toll-free at 
800-233-2169. 

Carolina Security 
Insurance Group 
Since 1973 457-6373 

Beach Homeowners! Now Available 
Home • Auto • Flood • Boat • Business 

Worker-Comp • Medical-Group • Life Accident 

Agents: 
Bob Childs & Brenda Rabon 

Competitive Rates! Discounted Rates for Points. 
120 E. Moore St., P.O. Box 11518 

Southport, NC 28461 
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May 5 of this year. County staff 
members are preparing for public 
reaction by drafting a letter that 

explains the mandatory tap-on poli- 
cy and why it is necessary. Angry 
residents filled the public assembly 
building at the county government 
center last May to protest the pro- 
posed fees. Many said they did not 
want county water and would refuse 
to pay. Some threatened legal 
action. 
“There has been no formal enact- 

ment of the rates,” said county attor- 

ney Huey Marshall. 
But commissioners got a glimpse 

of what public utilities director Lee 
Smith has recommended. 

Commissioners were quick to point 
out Monday that it should first be 
reviewed by the UOB. 
Cofrifnissioners shy' mandatory taps 
are needed to bring the water system 
out of the red. Up to $4 million each 

year is paid from ad valorem tax 

dollars to supplement the system 
that benefits some but not all county 
residents. Water lines are not routed 
into all communities. 

“I don’t want to do anything with 
this until the UOB has had a chance 
to review the rates,” said District I 

commissioner Don Warren of 

Shallotte, who serves as liaison to 
the UOB. 
The UOB will meet April 13. 

County manager Jim Varner said 

Monday there is a staff meeting this 
week to discuss the different rates 
and the policy up for review. The 
ordinance approved last year gives 
commissioners authority to enact an 

Rabies clinics 

held in county 
on March 28 
Brunswick County residents can 

have their pets vaccinated at rabies 
clinics scheduled Saturday, March 
28, at six veterinary offices. 
The cost of vaccination is $5. 

Clinics will be held at the following 
times and locations: 

Southport Animal Hospital, 8 a.m. 
to noon; Oak Island Animal 

Hospital, 8 a.m. to noon; Brunswick 
Animal Hospital at Supply, 8 a.m. to 
noon; Companion Animal Hospital 
in Shallotte, 8 a.m. to noon; Leland 

Veterinary Hospital, 8 a.m. to 1 

pm.; Seaside Animal Care in 

Calabash, 8 a.m. to noon. 
For further information persons 

may call the Brunswick County 
Animal Services Center toll-free at 
800-233-2169. 
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FIRST VISIT FREE - with purchase of any tanning pacRaige 
• New Tanning Packages • Wolff Beds • Swedish Beauty • Cal-Tan 

10% Discount for returning package customers. 
§ Good thru April 4. 

1206 N. Howe Street • Southport • 457-0858 
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Up to $4 million 
each year is paid 
from ad valorem 

tax dollars to sup- 
plement the system 
that benefits some 
but not all county 
residents 

availability fee, whether homeown- 
ers choose to connect to the system 
or not. But such fees do not auto- 

matically go into effect. 
Commissioners could still decide 
not to enact the policy. 
County government has been in 

the water business for 20 years, but 
with no mandatory tap policy the 
system that should operate as a self- 
supporting enterprise fund has run 
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SHOW 
Over 100 Exhibits 

Sales - Demonstrations - Displays 

March 2 1-22 

Saturday, 10 am-6 pm 
Sunday I 2-6 pm 

TRASK COLISEUM 

UNCW 
Adults $2:50 Children under i 2 FREE 

Co-sponsored by WECT b VtAAV 

into financial trouble. Growth of the 

system, coupled with more stringent 
treatment and monitoring require- 
ments, has affected the cost to treat 
and provide water, prompting com- 
missioners to dip into property taxes 
to supplement the system. 
Smith’s plan also includes a 

financing schedule so persons can 

pay the tap fees over a period of 
time. If approved as presented, spe- 
cial rates would be in effect from 

May 5 to August 31. For an average 
home (served by three-quarter-inch 

line) the tap fee would be $275, the 

point-of-service fee $450 and meter 

deposit $25, for a total cost of $750. 
Customers not electing to connect to 
the water system would receive a 

bill for the availability of service for 
each bi-monthly cycle of $11 per 
month. 

The utilities department would 
allow residents to Finance the tap fee 
over a period of seven months or the 
combined tap and point-of-service 
fees over a period of 12 months or , 

25 months. 

CABINETRY 
Kitchens and Baths 
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•Counter Tops 
• Cultured Marble 

Vanity Tops 
• Solid Granite Tops 
• Butcher Block Maple Tops 
• Entertainment Centers 
•Libraries 
• FREE Computerized Layout 
Of Your Kitchen Or Bath 

>1 Hhe Home center 
Showroom next to Lynne’s Hallmark 

103 Yaupon Dr., Yaupon Beach • (910) 278-9352 »1-80(M>31-S920 

Coastal Counseling Clinic 
Dr. Marcia W. Whiting Ph.D, MSW, CCSW 

Psychotherapy • Counseling 
Children • Adolescent • Adults 

Medicare, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, PHP Plus, Provident PHC-CP&L/ 
PCP, United Behavioral SYS. 

Green Spring, PEL). EMP. PROG., Aetna, 
Champus,VA,'TheTraveleis and other insurance accepted 

with prior approvaL 

Call For Appointment (910) 457-0204 
4870-2 Long Beach Rd., Southport, NC 28461 

Next to Movie Theater ! 

Windows Treatments * Blinds 
a Bed Coverings • Slipcovers 

Showroom and Custom Workroom On Site 

SPRING 
SALE 

All In Stock Fabrics 

20% OFF 
That’s $5-$ 12 per yard 
AFTER DISCOUNT 

Remnants priced as marked 

HURRY, FABRICS 
WON’T LAST LONG 

AT THESE PRICES 

Consultation 

Design • Fabrication 
Installation 

457-4473 • 619 N. Howe Street, Southport 
Doreen McClung Ow ner/Window Design Specialist 


