<

.'ll__-_ -

WU e

IS BONHOVME

e

i
By MAiX O'RILL,. Autpor of “Jonathan
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V—THE FRENCH AT WORK.

Gallie Laboring Men and Their Peculiari-
ties—The Patient Peasant—He Is for
Peace and Not War—Shopkeepers of
France—French Officials.

Things have greatly changed since
that exact and most impartial observer
La Bruyere drew the ‘following picture
of the French peasantry two hundred
years ago: “You see,” said he “certain
wild animals, males and females, about
the land, dark, livid, naked, and all
burnt with the sun, bound to the soil,
which they dig and stir with unflagging
patience. They seem to articulate words,
and when they stand up they show a hu-
man face, and, indeed, they are noae
other than men; at night they retire to
their dens, where they feed on black
bread, water and roots. They save other
men the trouble of sowing, digging and
reaping, and deserve not to lack of that
bread which they have grown.”

Today the French peasant lives in his
own cottage, cultivates his own field,
and demands nothing beyond peace and
fine weather. No doubt this cottage of
his would appear to an American tour-
ist to be lacking of many comforts. It
is carpetless, it is true, but it belongs to
bim, and that makes up Yor many draw-
backs. He is contented and rich like
the rest of us, not in the things which he
poseasses, but in those which he knows
how to do without. Heis peaceful, sim-
ple, sober and laborious. His ideal of
life is the independence which is the
fruit of labor and economy: he is satis-
fied with very littla in the days of his
strength, because the prospect of eating
his own bread near the door of his own
cottage when his strength is gone makes
him happy. So he works steadily, un-

ly, with a wife who isa true help-
ate. He isno fire eater, no dreamer
of new worlds to conquer. The surging l
passions of great towns are horrible to |
him. He wants to be left alone, and
evies for peace at the top'of his voice.
So eager is he after this bhssmg l;hat '
1881 his representatives in parlfament ,
the first Ferry mindstry by a ma- |
jority of 835 to 68 on account of the ex-
pedition to Tunis, although thas expedi- |
tion had been highly successful from a
military point of view. In 1883 the |
Freycinet ministry was defeated on the |
vote of credit which they asked 1w en-
able France to join with England in an \
armed intervention in Egypt. In 1885
the sacond Ferry ministry was upset by |
a majority of 306 to 149 on account of
the Tonkin exped.ition. So much to
show how aggressive the French nation:
isl Theé permanently aggressive nations
are the nations where the people are op-
pressed and wretched. Militarism is not
compatible with national prosperity and |
bappiness. The prosperity of the com-
mon people, and the use they are learn- |
ing o makeof liberty, are the great facts |
which will tend to make France a nation
more and more peaceful. The French
peasant might well express a wish that
the government should still improve his
position; but he is quiet, and no govern-
ment thinks of him particularly. If he
were to make as much noise as the Paris
workman, he might be listened to
The real pretender in France is not the |

Comte de Paris or Prince Victor Napo- |
leon, not the Duc d'Aumale or Prince
Jerome: the real pretender is the Paris

workman. If you speak to him of *‘the
people.” it is he, and he alone, whom he

supposes you mean. The millions of

quiet peasants, laborers and other mral|
toilers he totally ignores; he is the *‘sov-

ereign people.” The Parisian workman

is not satisfied with the old cry: **What

is the ecapitalist? Everything. What

ought he to be? Nothing."” His new cry

is: **What is the workman? Nothing.

What ought he to be? Everything.,” A

member of the commission appointed by

the late French parliament te inquire

into the Paris workman's life, asked one

of them to get up the budget of his fami-

Iy expenses. After describing minutely

all tite necessories, the workman put

down: “"For music halls, theatres. dis-

tractions—three hundred franes.” | And

on the member of parliament suggesting

that the last item might. perhaps, be re-

duced, the Paris workman indignantly

retoried: Do you think that we are go-

ing to live like brutes””

The present house of deputies |is all
occupied with the question of employers
and employed, granting one by one all
the demands of the latter. Nobody
scems concerned about the ruralpopu-
lation, by far the most interesting of all.
How is that? Simply because the peas-
ants do not hold stormy meetings, do not
speak tof  erecting barricades, and are
quigt, peac eful, industrious, sober and
law abiling people. The peasant has
the sun, and if his harvest is destroyed
by the Irost. the hail or the droaght, it
is for him to make the best of it: \while
the Paris workman zZoes to the music
halls, simokes cigars and talks politics.
Suppose the country engages in war, the
Paris workman assumes a uniform and
sings war songs, but the peasant sées his
land laid waste and s cottage burned
down: and this is why vou will under-
stand that he feels it his duty to hate the
Germans in a theoretical way, but hopes
and trusts that he may not live to see the
dag when he or his so y be called
upon to avenge the disastefrs of the ter-
rible year 1870.

A great prejudice imposed upon Eng-
lish speaking people on the subject of
France, and ome which I should very
much like to destroy, is the belief in the
importance of our Anarchists, This ho-
lief is kept alive by a few journalists, |
‘'who love to fill their columns™with the
sayings and doings of French Anarchists, |
The Anarchists! Well, we keep the
article as the English a.nd Americans do, |
and they are about as important as theirs.
Fra.nce, honest, economical, hard work- |
ing, ignores them. They are no party

| hstle Norman town.

| my bhappy compatriots.

course, but that is not an absorbing point

' made a modest fortune, and moves on

represented in our parliament. Isbelieve
that the German Anarchists alone, of all
the parties owning that generic name in
Europe, have a true representaticn in the
legislature. |

If the French are industrious, they
are not so in the same way as the Eng-|
lish. The French never, or very seldom, |
allow themselves to be completely ab-|
sorbed by business. They always set|
apart a certain portion of time to the|
amenities of life. They are as serious as
you like at work, but in a moment they
will exhibit any amount of good humor
at play, and again will resume the har-
ness as quickly as it was thrown off. If|
you go into a shop ut dinner time—I
speak now of the small provincial towns
—you may run the risk of receiving very |
little attention, or even none at all.

I remember once—it was at St. Malo,
in the summer—I entered a hautter's sllop.
at 1o'clock in the afternoon A well |
dressed, lady like girl came out of the|
back parlor and inquired what I ywanted. |

] want a straw hat, mademoiselle.” |
I said.

**Oh, that’s very awkward just now!”

“Is it?

*Well, you see,” shesaid, ""'my brother
is at dinner;” and after a pause of a few
seconds she added: **Would you mind
calling again in an hour's time?"

**Not at all,” I replied: **I shall be de-
lighted to do so.”

I was not only amused, but struck with
admiration for the indepe. dence of that
worthy hatter. After a few years' resi-
dence in England, a /ittle «ene of that
description was a gre:.: treat.

An bhour kater I called again. The
young girl made her .-.cond appearance.

“My brother waited for you for guite
ten minutes,” she said to me; “he has
gon3 to the cafe with a friend now.”

1 am wsorry for that,” | said. “whep
can I see him?” 5

“If you step across to the cafe, 1 am
sure he will be happy to come hack and
attend to you.”

I thanked the yeung lady, went to the
cafo, and introduced myself! to the hat-
ter, who was enjoying a cup of eoffeg
and having a game of dominecs with a
friend. He asked me to allow him to
finish the game, which, of course, | was
ondy too glad to do, and we returned
the shop togeshen

Another time, | happened 0 bein a

no power, in the state. They are not'
l
|
|

Having broken the glass of my watch
| | inquired who wae the best watchmaker
in the ptnco [» wasa M. Perrin. | was
told |

I made for M. Perrin's shop
was olosed, and the shutters up

Outside was stuck a card. on wssch |
read.:

M. and Mma. Perrin are out of town,
they will be back on Tuwesday .’

I8 was Saturday M. and Mme Per

rin were enjoying a boliday

I admired their independence, and
waited till they:returned to have my
watch repaired.

Nobody wamts to know the time in
Normandy, and for three days | did as

I'hwe shop :

In businesa the Frenchman is probity
itself, as a rule, and his punctuality
would almost make an Englishman
smile He may rathér hamper his con»
merce by attention to trifles, but when
he sells you something you may take it
for granted it Is what he represents its
for he is jealous of his good name as a
tradesman or manufacturer, and likes to
hear compliments of his goods He
likes the money made out of them, of
with him. He is satistied when he has
to make room for another man. So that
he has enough to give his never very nu-
merous children a sound education and a
good start in life, and procure the modest
comforts of life, he is content.

And this is how in France you see the
good things of tbis world more equally
divided than in England. There are few
colossal fortunes; but in the provincial
towns pauperism is not known as an in-
stitution, which makes up forit. [ do
not hesitate to aflirm that not oenly does
the small French bourgeois not covet
wealth, but that he is almost afraid of it. |
He prefers comfort to luxury. He con-|
siders $1,500 a year a very snug income. |
When his government securities assure
him this sum, he knocks off work and|
prepares to make himself happy and)
comfortable for the rest of his life. i

You may well imagine how amusing it |
is to hear sometimes that the good fellow |
has the reputation of being unmanage- |
able and revolutionary.

He is so easily man.weable that every |
time we have a new ministry he'says to |
his neighbor:

I see M. So-and-So is made prime
minister; do you know who he is?

*Not L. answers the neighbor: **1 had |
never heard his name before.” |

And both scemed  to be concerned
about the new ministry about as much
as [ am concerned about the ministerial
crisis in the Sandwich Islands. He is so
easily manageable that for peace’ sake
he will endure things that would rouse!
an Englishman to rebellion. He has the
good fortune to ! live under a government |
that looks after him and sees to zll his |
little wants, which makes and sells Lim |
ﬁreproof cigars, matches that have|

“struck™—that is to say, which obsti-|

nately refuse to strike—and that keeps |
his publxc accounts and carries them to |
the fourth decimazl, a luxury which costs |
him a good fourth of his revenuc in per- |
sonnel and red tape, but which saves the |
treasury at least half a crown per an-
num.

The centimes column is guaranteed
exact by every government clerk in |
France, and thus it is that Frenchmen
get consoled for the little errors Whlch
occasionally occur in the column of the |
millions. The Fremchman is kept in

order by a legion of civilians in uniform, |
from the prefect down to the omnibus .

. conductor, who takes him under his pro-
tection, demands his fare with an air of
| command, and sets him down at his des-

| tination as if he were a parcel. What-
| ever his government is, he is constantly

complaining of it; but the dear man

Jackson at Bull Run, Daniel Webster | Algance Warehouse, Asheville, N. C.
replying to Mr. Ilayne in the United |
States Senate, Field swinging out the
Atlantic cable, ete.. ete. It is worth the - _
| monev. Jx0. W, STARNES. | All ¢ nds ¢f Monuments, Tombstones, Head-
' Supt. Buncombe Schools. | stonesE] rns and Vases, Feneing and Crestinz
BeLL, N. C.. Sept. 26, 1859, | made | forder in the latest designs.
Mr. B. F. Brown. Dear Sir:—I have | e a—— . E—
carefully examined “Hidden Treasures"| B "
dml as the result I can without h{“iii:l-: B “'\?(f.:%!" € s BALRD.
tion recommend it. Unlike a ereat! ¥
many books sent out throuzh acencies.| . &8¢
it is something more than cilt leaves .= .
{ and a handsome outside; the matter it mlrd an_d Br()ther |
contains is weil worth the carefu l
thought of the young. “These foot- %
prints on the sands of time” are laid he-

| stated salary.

'. pmtnﬂite entrance.

ought to know that nations have the gov-
| ernments they deserve. He generally

accuses his administration of doing toe |
much for him. Well, he is quite right,
but he does not attempt to do anything
himself. Asa clever writer on French
manners said, ‘‘He is taken charge of, |

# rooms on Patton Avenue,

bag and baggage, by the government on | Osic over tae

his travels, and carefully looked after in | clothig store of C. D. Blanton & Co. :
. . . . 3y s 9y Filliler teeth a speciaity. Also freatment of

his domicile asif he were a child.” The  gicasd cums. oclu-1p

man clothed in government uniform as-
sumes that arrogant, not-to-be-ques-
tioned air which would send an English-
man into fits. ‘
When the English appoint a new gov- |
ernment official, it is another servant

W. SCHARTLE,

'chantTaﬂoP

Nmth Main Street.

that you add to your household. When |
we French appoint a new government |

official, it is a new master that we give |
to ourselves to snub us or to bully us.

I have an interesting illustiation of =
this: f

Two young chemists (one Engiish, the
other French) were in partnership in | 3
Paris, and one day made up their minds fh _ e
to start afresh in Egypt. Each wrote to | ':‘;‘lll“);‘g'l‘,li" "t{ s ‘:t, :t', F et
his consul in Cairo. The Englishiman’s i¥y
letter ran thus: | GARBETT & SON'S NO. 11 CIGARS,

“DEAR SIiR-—I am about to upen busi- | '
ness as a chemist in Cairo. Will you be
good -enough’ to tell me what are wmy |
chances of success in Egypt; and what
formalities, if any, Ishould have tocom-
ply with before entering upon the under-
taking? Yours truly,

“JOHN."

Bv return post he received a most po-
lite letter containing ali® the detailed in-
formation ‘he wanted.

The young Frenchman wrote:

“MoxsiECR LE CONSUL GEXErAL—I
am desirous of setting up asa chemist
in Cairo. Dare I hope that you will
spare a few minutes of your valuable
time to give me such information and
adviee a8 you may consider Mkely to be |
of use to me? With many apologies for
intruding upon you, I have the honor to
be, Monsieur le consul general. with
greatest pespect, your most obedient and
humble servant, JACQUES.”

This letter was written four years
ago. the dear fellow is still waiting for
thas vonsal's reply. Of course, his Eng
lish friend is now established in Cairo. \
comfortable and prosperous, doing » |* 0.
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he, and you will use no cther,

o A. (. DAVIS.
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e and Fancy Groceries.
.j, untry Produce a Specialty.

¢ South Main Steeet,

teges of her Britannmic majesty. If

- Sl 11 S

s gars, sfountry Produce, or anything usually |

To Patrons c.f .A.’hevnle Postoflice. kept i a first-class store, call on me. Always
In order to facilitate the prompt free Snd cheap. octit-1y

delivery of mail matter which goes into 2 _

effect in tnis city on January 1, next, all = —— =
parties are requested to notify their cor-
respondents to direct their matter to the
numher and street of residence.

G. W. CaxnNon, P. M.

SON BROS.

AR i
HIDDEN TREASURES, F i I G roce es
Or Why Some Succeed Wiile Others f4 y
i ’% v - ol al N . al
| Fail. 1 PINE STREET.
“Hidden Treasures” gives by forceful #
illustratinns the secret of success in| Thepest of Family Groceries,Canned Goods,
raining fame and wealth, and shows | ete, El'c. constantly kept. Fresh Country |

how the road to success in life is open to Giveus |

every poor, honest boy in the land. It

ke anp Good Butter specialties.

is a readable book, and written in a
clear, concise style. It is worthy Of | s
(areful examination by everybody, and

will repay the purchaser by ﬂhmnnq
clearly “why some succeed while others

gohn G. Lindsey & Sons,

fail " W. A. NELSON. 65 Ngrth Main Street, Asheville, N. C.
Pastor 1st Baptist Church. are, offpring remains of Summer Goods at a
D. B. NELSON. ;.rrciat 'uctiogx, and m}-ﬁ recei:;ing from d%y
~ 3 i e T2 s to daymew and seasonable stock o meet the

‘ I-,tllaor Arhe\ ille Baptist. fall and winter trade.
Sept. 7, 1880. d<dition to staple goods, » aich all must

e are puttlnf in a fresh lot of fashiona-
2 Goods, a full line of Boots and Shoes,

» Q) 0
AsHEVILLE, N. C., July 4, 18%).— have women and children. Ourstock isall

made a slight etammatmn of the con-

tents of this book, and it .is my judg- 2 - SEA N i
it 1 . 1 1N-W v I (8]

ment that it is a book of merit, and one aud sheet-tron cwork.. Roofing und

especially adapted to the needs and g a specialty.

tastes of young men. G. (. RANKIN. opose making prices as low as any

ite man can do. Thanking the public

. | ! . ratronage, and soliciting a continuane
AsHEVILLE, N. C,, July 3, 1&«‘_*9.—_—\tter . 2% &

examination 1 have come to the conclu®
sion that Hidden Treasures is a book ©
merit, and one that will commend itself
to the public and especially.should every

young man in ourcountry read it or some
similar work. I intend td’ secure a copy
for myself the first opportunity.

38 Very Respectfully,
‘Jg JOHN (1 LINDSEY & SONS.
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Respt. Rev. T. K. Browx. i
AsueviLLe, N. (., October 11, 188§ — ‘ t
“Hidden Treasures” 1is a wonderful | v
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collection of biographies showing t!nt‘l ¥ REALER IN
individual effort is the mainspring power fi '
upon which men succeed. The word | i
painting is of the best type. There is 3

the crafty Rothschild at Waterloo, Van-
derbilt in his little boat, Gould complet- |
ing the maps after another had failed,
l’(-nho;i_rus-irw the wood saw, Stonewall |

ngiend American Narble, Granite, Bt

fore them in such pleasant manner

Asheville, \. (.

roaring wade in pills with the new pro- | . %‘,]' |
;@u want the best Family Groceries,
Canné’il.(modq Confectioneries, Tobacco. Ci- |

CHAS. NEIL3ON. |

that | Led?ers in Family Groceries.

they will remember them.  The book
has many things in it that will .meu-! i
any one, whether he is a business man - |
or student. Faithfully, : 7“"_.""'“ erades at lowest prices. Every- |
yescs Pyt e g ' > |
(EV. GEO.H. BELL. i thing f}mil\' wants kept. Country Produce !
_ -0 Al L, o
AspeEVvILLE. N. C.. Octl 15, 1886, |and (@01 Butter specialties. Give us *a call|

« Brow npr Qire—F falze nleaciire e =
Dr. Brown. Dear Sir:—1 take pleasure | vy 4 @1 in quantities to suit purchasers.

in recommending the work on “Decorum

B

and Etiquette” which T purchased of | octggém

you. I have found .it instructive and |

beneficial, introducing many valuable |~ Foausi T4

sugeestions conducing to selt enlture. } FIRE INSURANCE. ;
Yours truly, G. B. Breni. - |

Life, Accident.
I LIAM & CO.

At the Bank of Asheville,

Agents wanted for the above bheok. F
Ladies or gentlemen emploved at a 1,
Apply to I; F. Brnowx, \
Asheville, N. (.. or over|
Nc. 12, 2nd fioor IJ
toom No. S to the right of hall in Hen-
dry block, N. Court Square, ¥

62 Hill street,
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MINING J J0 it
IS THE BEST MINING PAPER IN THE WORLD.” | FRLE.

i = - - =
eb;es:‘-m the following companies, viz.:

CASH ASSET=S IN . 5.

Oy —— Angl@éNe \a}am t{f ( alitur{ul £2.497.8553

l‘mry Min sta]lurgl - | Contip@ntal, of New Yor 4.875,6253
er or M st, and Evary Iavesto: HambBBrg-Bremen, of Germany. 1,129,604

in Mines Should Read It. LondgW Assurance, of England 1.543.925

Contains every thing of interest and wvalue in min- | Nia , 0f New York, 2,237,492
mﬁ'h.:d metall . The fullest mining newa. Orie ‘",of Hartford, 1,667,692 |
best coal, tnetal, and mining stock market Phoenpk, of Brooklyn. 5,054,179

re i SI. | Fire and Marine of Minnesota, 1.541.081
a year for the U. 8., Canads, and Mexico. Sout . of New Orleans, 439,554

F . of Toronto,

THE SOIENTIFIC PUBLISHING 00, | " o3&

1,089 232 |
237 Park Place, New York.

al Accident Association.
z Life Insurance Company.
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RosT. M. FUrRMAN anDp Davip M. Vance

ASHEVILLE, N. C.

THE PAPER FOR THE PEOPLE.

It will be a large, S8-page, week}y paper, devoted to the Social, Industrial
and Political interests of Western North Carolina. It will ‘b-(- the earnest
endeayor of the editors to make THE: DEMOCRAT useful to the great and
varied| interests of this rapidly growing city and section. No efforts will
be spa;ed to make it entirely acceptable because of tts usefulness.

\
\
A\

MOCRATIC IN POLITICS.

'-1 1, a® - - - : - .
It will be Democratic in pcahll('.r;—ﬁﬂ};ahatwu]l_g.' and reliably so—as its

name and.the life-time creed of its editors imply.

THE INDUSTRIAL INTERESTS OF THIS SECTION.

Agricyltural, Mechanical and Mining, will receeive special attention
The resources of (\t‘!\ counts ¥, the various (‘n“_.!”l.“[“ of all the e pe nle
eople,

wiil have constant consideration.

The department for the Home Circle will be complete. &

/

As THE DEMOCRAT is already assuredea large circulation in 1L

£ ; gy . -
of Aslieville and all the Western Counties, it will he

£ C1i8

an excellent mediun

R | I I S - -
for adyertisers. Rates will be reasonable.

& 2} . & T - oy 'l a3
send 1 your-names with the cash at once.  Address

THE AS

EV

LE DEMOCRAT.

FURMAN & VANCE, EpiTors,

Asheville, N. C.

We will thank any one for any name or names of friends residing in 27

we may send specimen copies of THE DEMOC _\A
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