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VII—FRENCH !co'unrs.

-
they Are Not Much LL‘G English Courts
and They Resemble Those of America
Still Less. |

President Dupin, th¢ greatest French
jurisconsult of the c¢ntury, once said:
“If I were accused of having carried ofl
the towers of Notre e in my pockets
I would run away.”! A more severe

. criticism upon our judicial precedure
could not have been pronounced. But
is it too severe? ‘Could you believe, for
instance, that upon the least suspicion a
French magistrate may order, on his own
‘responsibility—a nsibility which
no one has a right to question—a search
oran arrest in any private house? He
" may issue such a warrant upon any pre-
sumptjon uncorroborated upon cath.

In France we give lalmost unlimited
arbitrary powers to a !legion of magis-
trates, whem we expedt to live in a state
of mdependence on a‘ salary of $300 to
3300 a year, and who 'are,. for the most
part, the failures of bar. I warrani
that there are more Judges in a French
town of 50,000 inhabitants than in the
whole of England—q te as many, at ali
events. Judicial reformhs have long been
demanded by the Delqocratlc party, but
none have been made; and Iam bound
to say that nothing exbites public minds
in France less than wl?at passes in the
courts of justice. When the Frenchman
has paid his taxes he | thinks the govern-
ment ought to see t everything is
right. There are few countries, as
have said elsewhere, !m which Dem
cratic tendencies are more marked than
in France. In spite of this, public opin-
ion dou not concern itself about judicial

gs; because there is no country
in which authority is less respected, al-
though, étrange to say, there is not one
in whiclh it is more, feared and more
easily submitted to. 'We seem to accept
all forms of tyranny m order to shirk all
responsibility. Democracy with us chief-

ly consists in- holding, lup to ridicule a

despotism, the acts of !whlch we in turn
approve by holding up' “o ridicule those
who are the victims of lit.

Let us see how French justices proceed
with ‘*“Frenchmen in h{ouble.

When, in England, a man is arrested
and informed of the|charge brought
against him, he says, l“Very well, you
will have to prove it;” and the inspector
at the police station sayis to him, “I must
caution you against making any state-
ment—in fact, anythi;lt; you say will be
used as evidence agaihst you." When,
in France, a man is acdused—say, for in-
stance, of stealmg aw Tch-—he is brought
before the commisse, -yiof police, who in-
variably says to hiny,| {*You are charged
with stmlmg a.“a.t,uh the best thing you
can do is to make a full confebswn and
the judge will be lexient with yvou.”

If he is guilty and knows that the case
is clear against him,| he immediately
makes a LlL‘dl] breast of it, and, as a lult
is qulcl\lx and leniently dealt with, But
if he is innocent, or, if| guilty, he thinks
he can get out of the sdrape, he of course
answers, “You are niistaken; I am not
guilty,” and his tre ublvs begin. He is
sent to prison, and Llle following day is
taken before the ex: mupmg* Jjudge, called
Juge d'instruction, nat| in public, but in
a private room. llqu' this magistrate
<iys to him point b 11 1k **You say you
are not guilty, of courpe. If we were tc
listen to all of you, norle would be guilty.
Now, enough of that nbnsense. You are
charg 'cd with bleallq a watch: prove
that you are innocengt. Now, if the
“prisoner is guilty, it mpst be difficult for
him to prove that he is{innocent: but, for

that matter, if he is innocent, it may be
just as difficult.  If thp firse comer were
to accuse me of Im;\‘lng stolen his um-
brella a few days azo, [ could more eas.
ily say that Twas innodent than prove it.

“So yeu perist i your denial,” says
the L\lllll‘l]lll_‘_’ JlldgT to the French
prisoner; “very wellk |1 will send you

back to your prison. | 1 hope that next
time I send for vou \{'ou will have re
flected, and discover o,ul]thal: the best way
to serve your own intarests is to make &
full confessior.” Now this is evading
the law, which says that a man arrestec
shall, the day after his|arrest, appear be-
fore a judge. The letter of the law is
carried out, but not the spirit: for no ex:
amination takes pl‘u.o and very often nc
sworn evidence e \151 The prisoner
goes back to jail, and the magistrate be-
gins to get up the (.asge a,gainst. him. I
the accusation is of a serious character.
the man is placed .).p secret, that is tc
say, that not only he cannot communi

cate with his friends, much less see them.
but he cannot even seé his counsel or re-
ceive any legal advice. How long is he
to remain’ in preliminary imprisonment
before being sent to a tribunal?

This entirely depends on the gooc|

pleasure of the examining magistrate
who is allowed by the law to keep him s
vear under examination. If at the enc
of the year the case is not sent for trial
the prisoner is discharged. I should.
however, hasten to add that, as a rule.
for an ordinary theft, or an offense that
does not require long investigation, the
accused undergoes only from two to sis
months’ preliminary imprisonment be-
fore he is brought before his judges.
Durmg that time he is brought dnce o1
twice a month to the Palais de Justice.
to be asked by the judge if ‘““he still per-
sist in his denial.” These visits to the
examining judge are most dreaded by
prisoners, especially in Paris
They sometimes have six, eight hours tc
wait for their turn, in a little dungeor
six feet square, where they get neithe:
food nor air. It is nothing short of tor
ture, this lnqmtoria.l exanuna.hon in
private. When in the evening the
oner sees his cell again, it must 28
hxmlikepa.radiseeompared to the hole
he had to creep into during the day. Af
last, one day, he receives intirhation thaf
his trial will take place.

{ time promotedf to be sitting magistrates

| cause of the pri

e ——

~But, now, mzrk weil where the systenx
magistrates

is wrong. Th

called the debous (beeaust
they prosecute, stahdﬁ), and the judg:
ing magistrates, called the magistrature
assise (bwn.useitbey try cases in a sitting
position), belong to the same set. In

deed, the prosecuting magistrates are ir

The prosecution is not, therefore, inde
pendent, as the defense is. The prison
er's case is settled before he appears ir
court; for both prosecuting and sitting
magistrates ha.t held a consultatior
over it, and thge speech of the prosecu
tion is merel}' delivered for form’s sake

The bench of!the Police Correctionnellc
is composed of three judges, so that at
least onc¢ may be listening when the
other two are! asleep. These men have
power to award as much as five years
imprisonment and five years’ police su
pervision. Nothing is more prosy thar
the proceedings of this court of justice
unless some waggish prisoner be bent or
enlivening them by exhibiting his wit ir
his answers. The following pass of arms
is still fresh in the memory of Parisians.

“Prisoner,” said the presiding judge
one day, “you say you are not guilty of
robbing the prosecutor; but he will pro
duce three witnesses who saw you in the

act of snatchmg his watch from his per-
son.™

“Threel Is iha.t all, M. le President!
Why, I could ! rproduce thousands whc
didn’t.”

I remember one man who was accused
of stealing ge& Although plucked by
the prisoner, t t prosecutor maintained
he had recog them as his own.

“From their ﬁ sumptive appearance,
I suppose!” exc med the prisoner, who,
in France, can always epeak at his trial.
“And how is it you heard nothing when
I stole them? You ought to know that
geese will makg a noise when interfered
with. Why, M, le President, the prose-
cutor seems to be a most ignorant man.
If he had read his Roman history, he
would know that the geese woke up the
Romans one morning by their noise, and
warned them ¢f the approach of the
Gauls.”

The acholmshlp of the prisoner was
not appreciated ‘ y the magistrates, who
gave him three’ months’ imprisonment.
I was present in|the room, and I remem-
ber that the prtsbner, as he was removed,
exclaimed, *The magistrates are asig-
norant as the prosecutor!”

One of the most frequent customers of
the Police Correctionnelle is the vagrant.
In France a man is taken up for having
no recognized means of subsistence, The

first time he is convicted of vagrancy he
is sentenced to ‘hree months’ imprison-
ment. When ho comes out of prison he
may have five or six francs in his pocket,
if he has been industrious. His position
is precisely the same as it was before he
went in, except that he is now a man
who has been prison, and therefore
work, if he be over so-anxious to get 1,
i3 not so easy to pbtam He fails to ﬁnd
employment, of ‘course, and his five or
six francs are son exhausted: in a few
days he is taken up again.

I quite appreeiate the answer once
given by a fellow who was for the sec-

ond time charged with vagrancy.

“What are your means of subsistence? |
asked the presiding judge.

“Why, I have lived on them.™ an
swered the prisoner,

This second time, besides a term of six
months’ imprisonment, the accused has |
to undergo from two to five years police |
supervision, which means that he must |
report himself once a week at the police
station. Considering that, by law, Paris |
and the five on six largest towns of |
France are closed to him, it would be
just as well, and much more human, tc
give him transportation for life at once.
How is he likely to get employment in ¢
town where he is seen paying his weekly
visit to the polwe station? In the large
cities he might h.we had a chance.

When society, in the name of the law, ‘
deprives a man Of his liberty, it under-
takes to plu\*ldB him with the neces
saries of life: bat if it discharges him
from prison, telling him he must provide
for himself, and at the same time im- |

poses constraints upon him which make |,

it pracsically injpossible for him to earn |
an honest living, what s the conse- |
quence? Vagrancy briungs a condemna-
tion and police sipervision; police super-
vision brings impossibility to obtain l
work; impossibility to obtain work
brings vagrancy. @ This is the vicious |
circle in which he is virtually enclosed.
If the proceedings of the Police Cor-
rectionnelle are dull and prosy, those of
the court of shsizes offer a different
sight. Weare 'mw in a perfect theatre.
Nothm" is waul.m" but stage bcxes, and ‘
the division of séats into stalls and gal-|
leries. The prisener himself often for- |
gets his awful pgsition, and thinks of the |
public who gaze at him. He feels like a |
sort of hero, the actor in whom the in |
terest of the grand spectacular drama
concentrates. ILadies of the highest so- |
ciety flock to the court, duly provided
with scent bottles and extra pocket hand. |
kerchiefs. If, aj is the case in France|
nine times out of ten, a woman is the |
ner’s terrible position, |
they expect sensational scenes that would |
draw at the Porte St. Martin theatre, :].Ild
they are seldom dlsappomted, At last a |
little bell is rung. All are silent and
breathless. The accused, accompamed;
by two gendarmes, enters the court, and |
sits on a high bench, well in view of ev-
erybody. Then come the three judges,
with their scarfet gowns, followed: by
the advocate general, or public prose-
cutor. All take their seats solemnly.
The performance is about to begin.
““Prisoner at the bar,” says the presid-
ing judge, “stand up, and give me your |
name and surname.” Then the examina-
tion of the accused by the judge begins. |
I cannot help thmkmg that the ¥rench
are right in examining the prisoner be-
fore the jury. TbeFrencheyeiﬁremark
ably quick to detect expression, and it
seldom fails to.understand the move
ment of the muscles of the face. Emer
son said he knew an experienced counsel,
who once said to him that he neve:
feared the effect upon a jury of a lawye:

who did not believe in his heart that bis

client ought to have a verdict. Faces
never lie. Truth tyrannizes over theun
willing parts of the body. No man need

| with a smile,

be deceived who will study the change:

the
eye is

of expmon. W'hen 4 man
truth, in the spirit of truth,

clear and steady, * Whenhehea;hm eye
is dim and niﬁddy. and sometimes
asquint, o

‘When ithe r's examjhhtmn is

over, the proceedings continue, as ir
England, with the evidence of the wit:
nesses, the speech of the public prose
cutor, and the speech of the counsel for
the defense. For the last few years the
summing up of the presiding Judge bas
been done away with; and a gobd thing.
too, for this summing up used to be =
second speech for the prosecution. Now
the jury retire to consider their verdict.

~In all cases, fromi murder to assault.

from forgery to ordinary theft, the jury| ,
have to answer the two following ques
tions: 1. Is the prisoner guilty of the
crime he is charged with? 2. Are there
extenuating circumstances? Take mur-
der, for instance. The law itself makes
no distinetion between the man who has
committed murder in a moment of pas
sion, or jealousy, and the cold assassip
who has long premeditated the death of
his victim to satisfy the basest of crav-
ings; but humanity does.

A French jury will always award *‘ex-
tenuating circumstances™ to a prisoner
who may be supposed to have committed
murder under the influence of love, jeal-
ousy, revenge or despair—love especially.
They will not uncommonly acquita man,
if his character is otherwise irreproach-
able, who has killed an unfaithful wife
or her lover. Besides, the idea of capi-
tal punishment is abhorrent to the
French; and the jury will always try tc
find extenuating circumstances to avoid
sending a fellow creature to the guillo-

tine. And even when their consciences|t

will not allow them tofind these extenu-
ating circumstances, they .fondly cling
to the hope that the president of the re-
public will commute the sentence of
death to one of penal servitude for life.
No wonder that there should be relatively
so few executions in France; and no
wonder that, when one takes place, there
should be.a little excitement over it. If
the French executed criminals as freely
as some of their neighbors do, they would
in time get used to it and make no fuss
ahout it, and would thus save some for-
eign reporters the trouble of sending to
their newspapers sensational accounts of
‘“Exciting Scenes at the Scaffeld.”

To turn to less sombersubjects, I
should like to say a word or two upon a
kind of imprisonment that the ‘republioc
has almost entirely done away with—I
mean  the imprisonment for press of-
fenses, Under the empire Republican
journalists often got several months’ im-
prisonment for writing violent articles
against the emperor or his ministers
There was really nothing very terrible
about these condemnations except the
name of the thing. At the prison of Ste.
Pelagie special quarters were reserved
for such delinquents, and they were tol-
erably comfortable quarters, too. It is
true, the prisoner’s door was locked at
night by some one else on the outside in-
stead of by himself on the inside; but
that was almost the only thing that
could recall to him his position. Allday
long he was free to receive friends from
the outer world. One would a#rive with
the latest literary sensation, another with
the foundation of a good lunch, and a

right merry time was spent. When
nothing more exciting offered. No. 8
could call on No. 7 in his room and be-

gulle the hours with a chat orthe com-
position of a newspaper article. The di-

' rector himself would ecall and see that

ces messieurs were happy and comfort-
able.

The amusing part of the busiusss was
that the populace imagined these poor
journalists to be languishing on damp
straw and living on bread and water for
fighting their battles. “When the prison-
er came out he was a hero to be wor-
shiped, and his sojourn at Ste. Pelagic
often led to promotion and somectimes to
a seat in the house of deputies. If it did
| not procure him this honor it was a pow-
erful testimonial in case he ever needed
another journalisti¢ post.
ways proud to add at the foot of his list
of recommendations, *‘“*Have suffered

(r;(_

He was al-|

three months’ imprisonment at Ste. Pela- i

E. BATRD.

“Baird and Brother.

Leaders in Family Groceries.

J. B. BAIRD.

The Bést grades at lowest prices. Every-

thing a family wants kept. Country Produce
and Gopod Butter specialties. Giveus a call
Will sell in quantities to suit purchasers.

octli-6m

« NEILSON. CHAS. NEILSON.

NEILSON BROS.

Family Groceries,
PINE STREET.

The best of Family Groceries,Canned Goods,
ete., etc., constantly kept. Fresh Country
Produce anp Good Butter specialties. Giveus
a call.|

S-elling strictly for cash, we can sell cheap.

John G L:ndsey& Sons,
65 North Main Street, Asheville, N. C.

are offering remains of Summer Goods at a
great reduction, and are receiving from day
to day new and seasonable stock to meet the
fall and winter trade, —
ﬂe: ition to staple goods, w aich all must
ha\e e are putting ina fresh lot of fashiona-
ble Dry Goodas, a full line of Boots and Shoes
for mén, women and children. Ourstock is aﬂ
fg’&h and of the newest for fall and winter
e |

We mnufacture tin-ware, do all kinds of
job work, and sheet-iron !work. Roofing and
guttering a specialty.

We | propose making q‘hgea as low as any
legitimate man can do. nking the public
for East patronage, and soliciting a continuane
of the same, we are

Very Respectfully,

JOHN G. LINDSEY & SONS.
octli-tf

HOW TO SECURE

A Good Tin Roof.

Send to N. & G. TAvyLor Co., for a copy of
their book on ROOFING TIN. “5 efer-
ences, and 50 Million Spuare Feet I"sed With-
out a Single Complaint,” is its abbreviated
title. | It gives full particulars about rooffing
tin, paint, felt, etc., and how to protect your-
self against the use of inferior mate s, It
is a book of some 250 pages, profusely illus-
tl%atfd N. & G. Taylor Co, are the originators
of the

(}'. 0

{ ' TAYLOR “OLD STYLE™ BRAXND l

L,E‘xtra. Heavy Coated Roofing Tin‘_)
This fine, old brand of tin, has been found to

be judt as p,uod after lort{ r's wear as when
first put on. Samples anc {»ook mailed FREE,

| N. & G. TAYLOR CO.
Established 1810—80th year.

Chicago. Philadelphia. Liverpool.

Jesse R. Starnes,

(‘ 141 ’] j i ll\\‘ 74\\ L(/A\Azﬁ\\\ s
" Undertaker

—AND—
Embalmer,

7 North Main St.,
ASHEVILLE, N. C.

\llln alls promptly answered day or night.
l NOV.25,1y.

t
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|

Here I Am Again.

Press otienses were tried ina (,t_rtam

department of the Puaris correctional po-

lice court called the sixih chamber, and |

republican journalists had this name on
| the brain. One day a journalist friend
of mine, in search of apartments for
himself and his wife, entered a house
where some were to let. He applied to
the concierge, who showed him over the
place: /

“You see,” said the concierge,  “there
is a drawing room, a dining room, three
| bedrooms.™

“Well,” said my friend,
five rooms.™

“Oh! but besides,”

“that makes

added the man,
“wwo have a sixth cham
ber”’—

That concierge must have wondered
for a long time why the journalist took
to his heels so sudden] ¥

Notice.
LAND SALE.

By virtue of a deed of trust executed to me
. F. Glass and wife, Ruth Glass, dated on |
tﬁe ith day of Februar) 1889, and recorded in
the Register’s Office for Buncombe County,
in Book No. 15, page 186, for the purpose of se- |
curing a debt therein mentioned, 1'will sell, at
the Court House door, in the city of Asheville, |
at public auction, for cash, on the

SIXTH (6th) DAY OF JANU ARY.

& 1880, three vacant lots and one house
dlot lf"ing in the southern part of said city,

all of whieh are fully deseri in said deed of
trust.
JULIUS C. MARTIN.
Dec. 4, 15389—4 w. Trustee.

Tag ENGI

“IS THE BEST MINING PAPER IN THE WORLD.”

Miner or Metallurgist, and Every Iavestor
i in Mines Should Read It.
Contains every thing of interest and value in min-
metallurgy. The fullest min
tl."l'lu.#dlmnt cosl, metal, and mg‘lujng::: ’:'narker

a year for the U. 8., Canada, and Mexico.

THE SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING 20,
37 Park Place, New York.

I With the best stock of Dry Goods
Notions, Dress Goods, Ginghams, Do-
mestics, Jeans, Flannels. Blankets, Shoes,
Boots, Hats, many of them bought for

Le%ss Than Cost Of Making.

Agent for some of the largest factories
in the South, and can sell home-made
jeans, all wool filled, for less than you
can.get them at any store in the State.
Graham’s home- made shoes, all styles, as
low as can be bought in the State.
Every pair guaranteed.

Al trreat many goods were bought at
auctxon late in season, and hence can be
sold 1()\\ er than any other house in the
State can offer them.

Call and see. Prices
store, .

made in the

ASHEVILLE DRY GOODS C0.,
j| VAL J. 0. HOWELL,
No. 17 North Main Street.

Manacger.

ASHEVILLE

- FOUNDRY

MACHINE SHOP.

NO. 8 BUTTRICK STREET.

HAKUIACTURES AND REPAIRS

Saw Grist and Cane Mills. Engines, Shaft
Pu].le and all kinds of Machine tor

the ii'arm or Fncto . Farmers and Mach
would ‘do well to ‘on or addrss me before
ying elsewhere. In connection with the
Found.r{ I have fitted up a most exellent Grist
Mill witha ca ty of 150 bushels per day.
Bolted and unbolted meal kept on hand and

* 1.B. COLE, Prop.

A Large 8-page

!

RoBeT. M. FURMAN AND

il

ASHEVILLE,

i
k.

It will be a large, 8

and Political interests of Western Northi (‘arolma
endeavor of the editors to make THE DE\I()C RAT useful to the great anc

varied interests of this rapidly growing (l‘t} and section. No efforts wil

THE PAPER FOR THE PEOPLE
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Davip M. Vang;

8-page, weekly paper, de\ oted to the Sovcial, Industrial

be spared to make it entirely acceptable ]:e('?zms:e of tts usefulness,
¥

DEMOCRATIC _IN POLITICS

It will be Demoeratic in politi('»-tl}l‘]:hﬂ{ii(-a]!y and reliably

name and the lifestime creed of its editors iﬁnpl_\'.
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THE INDUSTRIAL IN TERLb’I‘b OF THIS SECTION,

Agricultural, Mechanical and I\Immf:

rsflll J‘L‘L‘(‘(‘I\'t‘ special atte

The resources of every county, the mmoui enterprises of all the pes

will have constant consideration. o1

| B

l

The department for the Home Circle w ill be complete.

As THE DEMOC RAT is already aesured a large circulation in the city

of Asheville and all the sk&qem (ouutw- x( will be an excellent medium-

for advertisers, Rates will be' reasonable.

it
:

Send in your names with the cash at once..
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We will thank any one for any name or na@es of friends residing in 3
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