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A PURE DESPOTISM.

A MAJORITY RULING WITHOUT

WaAsSHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 3.—
An address to the country ex-
plaining the position of the Dem-

ocratic members of the House|

has been prepared by ex-sg}eeaker
Carlisle. e address begins
" by stating that the present situ-
ation in the House of Represen-
tatives is so anomalous, and the
unprecedented decisions of the
Speaker are so full of danger to
the integrity of future Iegsla-
tion, that we (meaning the Dem-
ocratic members of the House,)

consider it our duty to submit a'

brief statement of the facts in
order that the prgiriety of the
course we have taken may be
fully determined.

After referring to the appoint-
ment of the committee on rules
by Speaker Reed, and its duties,
the address states that although
nearly two months have elapsed
since the committee on rules was
appointed, and ithas made no re-

rt upon the mattersreferred to
1t, except a partial one on Dec.
9, authorizing the Speaker to
appoint House committees, and
consequently the House has
been compelled to econduct its
business without any rule or
system, except the general par-
liamentary law as construed by
the Speaker. There have been
no calendars, (it is stated), no
order of business, no fixed time
to receive reports from commit-
tees, or for the consideration of
bills or resolutions,; and in fact

no regular methods whatever in | P
the proceedings of the House. |

No measure can get before the
House for consideration, unless
the Speaker chooses to allow it
to be presented, and members
have no means of knowing in
advance what they are to be

called upon to discuss or decide.-

This is the first time in our
history that a Legislative As-
sembly or even a public meeting
has attempted to transact busi-
ness for any considerable period
without a regular code of rules
prescribing the order of its pro-
ceedings, and the inconven-
ience and injustice resulting
from such an attempt has been
forcibly illustrated in the pres-
ent instance.

The rulings of the Speaker
are referred to in vigorous terms
and the address charges that
“he has subverted nearly every
principle of constitutional par-
liamentary law heretofore rec-
ognized in the House.”

The Smith-Jackson contested
election case on January 29, and
the unprecedented rulings of the
Speaker in the battle that fol-
lowed, are referred to. Speaker
Reed himself, the report goes on
to state, when in the minority
on the floor of the House stated
_the true philosophy of the con-
stitution when he said :

The constitutional idea of a
quorum i8 not the presence of a
majority of all the members of
the House, but a majority of
the members present and par-
ticipating in the business of the
House. It is not the visible
presence but their judgment
and votes which the Constitu-
tion calls for.

General Garfield, Mr. Blaine,
Mr. Hawley, Mr. Conger, Mr.
Robeson, and other eminent Re-
publicans have taken the same
position, and their arguments
have never been answered.

We are not contending for
the right of the minority to
govern, as the supporters of the
Speaker have endeavored to
make the country believe : on
the contrary, we are denying
the right of a minority to eject
members from their seats, or to

|injustice to the majdrity. Its

only effect will be to compel the
ypublican majority elected by
th ple to-assume the respon-
sibx}ity imposed upon them.

On the other hand no ome can
foresee the evils that may result
from the inauguration of the
practice of counting votes not
cast in order to make a quorum.
Under it a minority of the mem-
bers-elect to the House and Sen-
ate may pass the most tyranni-
cal laws for the oppression of
the people, and most corrupt
laws for the spoliation of the
public treasury. Whether so
intended or not, its direct ten-
dency is to break down the bar-
riers heretofore existing for the
protection of the citizen against
the . encroachments of power,
and the spoliation of the trea-
sury by destroying the lhmita-
tions which the constitution has
wisely imposed upon the legis-
lative department.

Constitutions are made to re-
strain majorities and protect
minorities. A majority ruling
without restraints upon its pow-
er, is a pure despotism and is
inconsistent with our system of
government.
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Yankee in de Woodpile.

Here is a handsome piece of
writing in the State Chronicle
from*the pen of Mr. W. J. Peele:
No, it is not the negro ques-
tion but the Yankee question
that distresses me. He has cost
this government a thousand
times more than the negro, and
is costing it every year as much
as it would cost to buy the ne-
gro back into slavery. The
Yankee is the ““ Ward of the
Nation,”” not the negro. He is
the one that has got to be ‘“ pro-
tected”” and taken care of at
ublic expense. Him and his
infant (industries) the law must
provide for.. It is he who con-
fesses that he can’t make a liv-
ing if left in free competition
with the rest of God’s creation.
It is he who calls his successful
rivals in Europe, who can man-
ufacture cheaper- than he,
“paupers.”” It is he who has
plundered agriculture until land
is almost as cheap in North
Carolina as it was during the
Revolutionary war. And now
this fatling of protection, this
educated dollar hunter, this
money worshiping disciple of
mammon, rolls his eyes toward
heaven and tells us he has been
called of God to make us do jus-
tice to the negro. The Lord
didn’t call him to stop the in-
creased pauperism and crime at
home and to overthrow the rule
of corporations there; didn’t
call him to stop the purchase of
voters in ‘‘blocks of five’’ at his
own door ; didn’t tell him to re-
store his millions of ill-gotten
gains in subsidies, pensions,
land grabs and tariff bounties ;
didn’t tell him to ‘“go’’ preach
the gospel of peace and justice
to the people of the South, but
to sTAY at the dim distance of a
thousand miles and proclaim
the unsearchable riches of ne-
gro salvation by a Federal elec-
tion law! What a mission and
what a missionary ! Dollar
hunters have sometimes and for
some purposes made good citi-
zens, but did the Lord ever call
one to be a missionary ?

In view of these facts and in
the name of the people of North
Carolina, I do most humbly pe-
tition the present Congress to
drop the consideration of the
election law and take up the
consideration of the only ques-
tion at issue before the country:
How can we support the Yan-
kee economically enough to pre-
vent starvation in other sections
of the country ?

Of course we understand that
he must be supported at public
expense—he has always been ;
the question is how shall it be
done the cheapest. They ought
also, as far as possible, to keep

pass laws for the government of |down the missionary spirit in

the people. Under the consti-
tution a majority of the mem-

him ; his fervor comes not from
religion, but from the pride of

bers of the House constitute a|high living, and finds its proper
quorum to do business, and we|Vvent In more worldly amuse-
are simply insisting that less|ments than missionary work. I
than a majority shall not do|fear, too, that there is no moral

business. We are contending

antiseptic that will disinfect a

that the majority shall take the |heart whose avarice has taken
responsibility which properly a religious turn.
belongs to them, and shall come — .-

to the House of Representatives

and vote if they desire to con-|pay more attention to the cook-

trol its proceedings ; and we are
protesting against their right to

carry their measures by count-|try.” I know I can, but when-

- ing us, when we do not vote.

.~ The claim of the majority

that they have a right to govern | self.”” —Terre Haute Express.
the House without attending its —_—

sessions and taking part in the| Employer — “William, Mrs.

conduct of its business is too|S
preposterous to require refuta-

tion. It must be e?‘nt toan

one who understands the posi-

minority in the House, that it
cannot possibly result in any|on each of the others.”’—Law-

injury to the country or in any |rence American. - -

CHURCH AND SOCIAL REFORMS.

Mr. Hardup—*“Why don’t you

ing? You know that you can
do first-rate cooking when you

ever I get up any particular
nice dish you eat it all your-

priggins complains ‘that she
received only one of allthe bun-
dles that she had put up here
] last night.”” William—*That’s
tion taken by the Democratic|funny, sir. I wrote Mrs. Sprig-
gins on one bundleand put ditto

A Lecture in the Chicago Auditori-
um by Father Huntington.

“The Church and its Attitude
to Social Reforms” was the sub-
ject of the economic discussion
a few evenings ago at Recital
Hall, Auditorium building, Chi-
cago, it being the second of the
third series of economic confer-
ences under the auspices of the
Economic Club. The Rev. J.
O. Huntington, of New York,
was the speaker. The hall was
crowded, many being unable to
gain even standing room.
Father Huntington’s argul
ment was for the realization of
the prophecy of Christ, for the
consummation of a universal
brotherhood, a world-wide soci
ety, such as that of the church
of Christ.

It was a sad commentary on
the church, he thought, that the
great mass of humanity in all
great cities, though they had no
special hatred of the church,
yet felt that it was a thing apart
from them. They felt them-
selves removed from the church
by their condition in society,
and thus the mass of the people
was lost to the church. And
why this decadence of the pow-
er of the church over the minds
of the people?

The aversion of the masses to
the church was, the speaker
thought, due in a great measure
to the attitude of the church to-
ward the poor. The masses
found the preachers of the
great churches ready enough to
talk of future happiness, but
when it came to doling out some
of this happiness and peace in
this world they were too often
dumb. The utterances of the

this world were weak and timid.
Nor was it because the ministers
were hypocrites because this
was 80, nor yet because the min-
isters were not awake to the im-
portance of these questions. In
most cases the preachers did
what they thought the wisest.
They were dependent for their
sauccess and for the success of
the religion they taught upon
the wealth of men who made
their money out of the existing
order of things, and to speak
against social evils meant the
loss of this patronage and the
consequent diminishment of
their power for good. At least
that was the way many of his
brethren looked upon the mat-
ter, and he did not know but
they were right,  for, after all,
the speaker thought, the rich
needed the preacher more than
the poor. And so the masses do
not find the way to the great
churches, and do you wonder
that they are dissatisfied with
the hard benches of the mission
chapel and the tame eloquence
of tﬁe third-rate preacher.

Too many of the preachers
preach to the poor on Sunda
and dine with the rich througﬁ
the week. Can it be wondered
at that the poor fail to reconcile
this with the teachings of the
Master who dined with the poor
and preached to the rich.

The speaker outlined the prin-
ciples of the two great divisions
of the political economists—the
individualists and the socialists.
Each of these were striving for
that one great end, the univer-
sal brotherhood of mankind—
the church of Jesus Christ. The
different reformers advised dif-
ferent methods for arriving at
this desideratum, but their prin-
ciples were the same—the broth
erhood of all mankind, the real-
ization of the church of Jesus
Christ. Now since such a soci-
ety already existed it was the
duty of social reformers, thought
Father Huntington, to enter the
society; to go into the church,
make it what it should be, and
to take the kingdom of heaven
by main force.

Not for a Subsidy.

Col. John C. Haskell, a prom-
inent South Carolina corpora-
tion lawyer, appeared before
the Savannah (Ga.) Cotton Ex-
change Saturday last and made
a long and earnest speech in
advocacy of an indorsement by
the Exchange of the steamship
subsidy bill now before Con-
%ress, and for instructing the

eorgia Representatives in Con-
gress to vote for it. But the
members of the Savannah Cot-
ton Exchange are Democrats,
and they gave Col. Haskell a

a resolution that, in the opinion
of the Exchange, it was *‘inju-
dicious to memoralize Congress
to grant subsidies to ships.”’
Col. -Haskell  appeared wvery

of the meeting. -
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