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A Parlor Car
| Puzzle.

4 By EOWARD FIELDING.
Copyright, 1%07, by C. W. Hooke.
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T is important to know how the
people were placed when this
thing happened. The pretty girl
sat in seat No. 7 and was thus

sbout midway of the car, on the left

gide looking forward. Directly in front
of her, in seat No. 5, was a lean, tall,
lithe man of forty years, with scanty

Jdark hair and gray eyes. He was

dressed in a style of quiet elegance.

A panama hat hung from the gilded

peg over his head, and a neat traveling

Lag was on the floor beside him. He

geemed to be dozing.

I occupied seat No. 9, and behind me
were a woman and her son, an un-
pleasant child, of a very dull coun-
tenance, but as restless as a scared
jackal in a cage. Opposite me, in No.
10, was Mortimer Belden, whom I |
have known some years. He is a rich
man and lcoks the part. Before and
Lehind him, in seats 8 and 12, were
voung men of much the same type as
himself. They were strangers to each |
other and to us. |

The pretty girl had boarded the train |
at Albany, had immediately opened al
book and, except for an occasional
glance out of the window, had not for
a single moment ceased to read. We
were some miles beyound Utica when
she closed her book and laid it upon
the window ledge. A few minutes
later 1 heard her utter a faint ery. She |
bent forward and studiously regarded |
the tloor. Then she stepped out into
the aisle for a more comprehensive |
view, and I thought that she had spied '
the object of lhier search, for she kneit
quickly Dbeside her chair. But when |
she raised her head her glance en-
countered mine, and I perceived in-
stantly that she had not succeaded. A
pretty bewilderment was in her biz
Lrown eyes, and as she turned them
awain to the tloor 1 saw lher wink rap-
inv. as a child does when its vision
seus at fault.

At this juiicture the young animal |
from seat No. 13 arrived upon the |
scene with a startling suddenness and ‘,
ver not running. {

“Lost anything?” said he in that flat ‘
anl whining voice, as of the educated
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“LOST ANYTHING ?” SATD HE IN THAT FLAT |
VOICE.

pig talking through its snout, which is

rapidly becoming the typical speech of

New Yorlk.

The pretty girl 1ooked un with some-
thing like a shudder, and I observed
that she deftly changed her position so
a5 to exclude the boy from 2 tco inti-
mate participation in her search.

“Yes”” she replied, .and, oh, the heav-
enly difference of her tone. so round
ond rich and human! *“I have lost a

“i.e’ me belp yer find it,” whined the ‘
v, and at this we all interfered si-
iltaneously.

She received our attentions gracious-

and simply.

“Its very odd,” she said. “I dropped

» ring right down in front of me. |
Uin it have rolled back under my .

Rili I

Mortimer Belden arose from the floor

this, and his face was the color of a
r'ne tomato as a result of scanning the
cirpet at close range. °

‘I'{'s not there now,” szid he.

ortheless we all repeated Bel-
Cen's porformance, and then with equal
berticuiarity we examined the region

der and around chair No. 5. The re-

siilt was entirely, negative. 1

r my own part, I was thoroughly
vinced that the ring had gene in
diraction of No. 5, for, though I

d not Leen looking at the young lady
Le exact moment of her mishap, T

" what her attitude had been, and
this geomed to preclude the possibility
ring having rolled in any direc-

f 1t could not have caught in her
= for the skirt was absolutely

1

Ay

21 noticed-the trinket on her fin- 1
It was a pretty little dinmond of
carat and a half and had been
o1 what is ealled the engagement
denkly precious, no doubt, and
Surelr not to be lost in this ridiculous
I r. There was not a cranny in
Which it could be hidden; there were
0 dark shadows, for the hour was 4

ol summer afternoon and the (.11137A

| desire for private conversation was

I with detectives.

"nnow. If that fellow ftries to get off,
[ stop him.”

very bright. Six of us—not to count
the bad boy, who was viewed with sus-
picion by all and had been kept upon
the outskirts—had searched twenty
square feet of floor space in vain. The
situation began to be painful, for if the
ring was not on the floor it was in
somebody’s pocket.

Already 1 had observed my friend
Belden to be eying the three strangers
critically, and now he edged away to-
ward the forward end of the car with
the distinguished looking gentlenrran
who had occupied seat No. 5. Obvious-
iy they were about to hold a consulta-
tion, and at the sight an idea came into
my head.

I turned toward the pretty girl and
was much gratified to perceive that my
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“SUE BEGGED ME TO BE EXPLICIT.”

shared by her. She must have Dbeen |
perfectly sure that the ring was not on |
tie floor, for she abandoned the spot |
without hesitailon and followed me to |
tho rear of the coach, where she gra- |
clously consented to accept my sympa- ‘
thy and my card. T learned that she
vwas Miss Myrtle Leigh and that she}

|

Wwiived in Syracuse.

“Do you suppose that dreadful little |
boy could have found my ring?’ she |
asked. “And yet how could he? 1
don't understand it at all.”

“\I» suspicions incline in another di- |
rection,” said I, “and for rather an odd |
reason.” ‘

She beggzged me to be explicit.

“There happens to be on this train,” |
said I, “a detective from New York,%
|
\

really quite a celebrated fellow in his
way. His name is Anderson.
him quite weli.

I know
He passed through

| our car just after we left Albany, but

I did not make any sign of recognition !
because he didn't. That's the etiquette |
They share with la- |
dles the precedence in the matter of |
bowing to their acquaintances. Ie

saw and recoznized me, of course, and

he also saw and recognized, with quite |
a different feeling, the man who sat |

| in frout of you, in seat Ne. 5.” 1

et

i, my!” she exclaimed in a hushed |
voice. “You don’t mean he knew him |
for a—a criminal!”

“The idea flached through my mind,”
[ replied. *“You sce, I've been about
with Anderson and others of his pro-
fession quite a bit for the interest of‘
it. and 1 know their ways. Of course

upon my word, I don’t see how the fel- |
low could have got the ring without
your seeing him, and yet I think I'd |
better hunt up Anderson and try to
et a word with him. He's still on the
train, for I've seen bim since we left |
Utica. IHe went forward just after we
pulled out.”

Miss Leigh was naturally indisposed
to accuse any cne or even to begin a
police investigation under such cir-
cumsiances, but she agreed with me
that AMir. Andcerson’s advice would cer-
tainiy be helpful.

The man whose reputation 1 had so
recklessly assailed was not in view |
when Miss Leigh and T returned to our
seats. Belden told me that he had |
gone ferward, and he added, with a
laugh, “He thinks you got it.”

“1? Blast him!”’

“What do you think?”

“1 think e got it.”

“IWell, you're even ~on that,”" said
Delden, and the idea seemed to amuse |
ilGal

“Now, lecok here.” said I; “I" have my |
reasons, but there's no time to tell you |
what they are. I may give you a sur- i
prise presently. You keep your eye on |
that panama hat and the grip over |
theie. This train stops at Glendon, and |
we're within two minutes of the place

“What?” gasped Belden.

“Weil, if you don't dare do that, de- |
lay Lhim. Keep your eye on him. I’ll be
back inside the two minutes.”

I hurried forsvard through the train,
which was already slowing down for
the Glendon siation. Lut I did not find
Anderson. Anncyed by this failure,yd
returned motre slowly, keeping a sharp-
er eye upon my feliow passengers, but
the detective had disappeared. ODvi- |
ously he must have got to the rear of
the train without my seeing him. per- }
hans while T and the others were paw- |
ing around on the floor-and bumping |

| one another’s head.

The train had come to a stop by the
time that I reached our car. but the |
bag and the panama ‘hat were still in |
view, and Belden was on guard. Miss |
Leigh, however, was not visible. Bel- |
den “said she had gone “aft.” I also |
went “aft” T went to the end of the
teain, but I did not find Anderson nor
Miss Leigh nor the man from seat No.
5. It seemed to be a day when not only
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diamond rings. but people, were able
to lose themselves with unexampled
faeility.

When 1 re-eutered our car, Belden
had vanished. 1 glanced hastily to-
ward seat No. 5. The hat and grip
were still there. B

“Your friend’s gone to find the con-
ductor,” said the man in seat No« 12.
‘At least 1 think so. He asked me if 1
remembered which way the conductor
went. He seemed rather excited.”

At this moment the man in seat No.
8 rose hastily. In fact, ke came up as
if propelled by a spring. He turned
toward us, leaning with one hand upon
the chair back. The other hand was
at his breast. His mouth hung open;
his eyes stared.

*My pocketbook!” he gasped.

Instinetively I thrust my hand inside
my waistcoat, where in a pocket which
I had always thought to be beyond the
reach of thieves 1 had been accus-
timed to carry the bulk of my imme-
diate funds. The pocket was empty.

The man in No. 12 looked fromn one
to the other of us, and he grinned. His
hands were in his trousers pockets.

“My money’s all right,” said he. *T!
didn’t have much, but”— He paused
and then suddenly clapped his hangd to
his tie. *By jingo! My pin's gone!”

“Ie touched me for Dbetter than a
thousand,” said No. 8, and I saw him
moisten his dry lips with his tongue. 1

*“1 suppose there's no doubt”— I be-
gan, and . finished the sentence by |
pointing to seat No. D.

“Nonsense,” said No. 12. “It was the
girl. She made the biuff of dropping
the ring, knowing what we'd do, and
wliile we were all butting our heads
agzainst the furniture and she was
reaching over us, pointing out likely
piaces— Oh, oh, oh! -What a set of
easy marks!”

“But wlhere’s the man?’ I demanded. |
“Theie are his things,” retorted No.
12. “IIe’s still on the train. But

where’s the girl?”

“NMiss Leigh was kind enough to per-
mit a sort of introduction between her- |
self and me,” said L. *I may perhaps
claim the right to defend her, since
there is no one else here who knotvs
her at all, and I would like it to be
understood that nothing further must
be said which touches her good name
and that what has been said must be

No. 12 loocxed me in the eye. Iie was |
firma in his opinion and a man of nerve. |
1 could see him hardening his heart
for a reply that would create a very
strained situation. Then sulddenly Lis
expression changed to one of astcnish- }
ment. Ile was looking over my shoul-
der. 1 turned and saw Miss Leigh. |
3ohind her was Belden, ard behind |
him was Andersen. The conductor
brought up the rear.

Miss Leigh came straight to me. }

It was that man!” she cried. “You
were right. I've got my ring again.”

And she held up her hand to show it. |

“After you ieft me I went to therear
piatform of the car,” she coutinued.|
“The train was stopping, and I had|
vour words in mind. T thought that
nan might get of, and he did. And
when I saw that ke had another hat
on—a soft one ibat must have been
folded in his pocket—then I Lknew for
sure. And [ ran after him, and justas |
I caught him Mz, Andersen caughbt biin |
too. Ie's in the bagguage car now, and
Ar. Anderson has all your things.”

“Yes,” said Anderson, with his pe-
culiar drawl, “when I saw Touy Jark
Wallace quitting us like that and pull-
ingz out his folder Lat I knew scme-
thing was queer, so I just trailed
along. Nobody quicker than Tony Jack |
to take advantage of a little accident

|

{ mona= ¢ . . | like the lady drepping the diamond. |
this is rather a wild accusation, for, ! f

I'll et he had it before it touched tlie
floor. See him do it? Why, that msn
couid take your shoes off your feet
and you wouldn't kaow it. Working
the trains is his specialty, aad he al- (
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“MY DEAR LITTLE RING,” SAID S8HE. -

L =

ways has a Dbit of fake baggage to
make you think he's still aboard. 1
hadn’t seen him in two or three years;
didn't know he'd come back to this
part of the country. DBut now he's
bacls he'll have to stay. I've got him
dead to rights this time. And now,
goentlemen, if you'll name your losscs

der.” ‘
Miss Leigh resumed her place in seat

No. 7 and I mine in No. 9, but now | §

the two sears faced each other. ‘

“My dear little ring!” said she. *1
fove it very much. It was my moth-
er's.”

She saw the look in‘my eye, and she
laughed. :

“] have to wear it on that finger,”
she said. “It won't fit any other.”
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' Drug Store.

Great Opportunity,

T. B. Allison, the popular drug-
gist, is selling Dr. Howard’s spe-
cific for the cure of constipation
and dyspepsia, offering the regular
fifty cent size of this celebrated
remedy at half price, and agreeing
to return the money if it does not
give perfect satisfaction and do all
that is claimed for it. ;

This is your opportunity, and one
which does not come often. Dc not
neglect it. Dr. Howard’'s specific
will cure constipation, will regulate
digestion, will restore the liver to
natural action.

Headaches, coated tongue, dizzi-
ness, gas on the stomach, specks
before the eyes, constipation, and
all forms of liver and stomach
troubles are soon cured by this sci-
entific medicine.

So great is the demand for this
specific that Mr. Allison has been
able to secure only a limited sup-
ply, and you should take advan-
tage of thls opportunity today and

“call upon him or send 25 cents and

get sixty doses of the best medi-

-cine ever made on this special half

price offer with his personal guar-
antee to refund the money if it
does not cure. mayz22junb

KILLED G!RL AND HIMISILF.

Man Made Murderous by a Fit of J2azl-
cusy Cver Girl,

New York, June 2.—In a £it of joal-
ous rage Herman Hitker, of Doston,
Mass,, shot Pauline Perdicky, nine-
teen years cf age, at her home on
Fifth averue, Dreoklyn, and then tcok

i his awn life by firing a bullst into

his brain.  Miss Perdishy was skot
twice and was removel to a hespital

Miss Perdizky’s wounds are belicv-
ed to be fetal. The pclive learncd
that Eitker and the girl, who wer2 cn-
gaged, came to this country from
Russia eighteen menths ago, and Hit-
ker went to Boston, where he obtain-
ed employment. The Peordisky girl
remained in Brook!yn, Hitker heard
recently that thke girl  was keeping
company wiith ancther man, and cams
here to ascertain the situation,

After dinner at the- home of the
Perdisky firl he called Her into a
rccm adjoining the dirning room and
shot her twice and then killed him-
sclf.

Thinks It Saved His Life.

Lester M. Nelson, of Naples,
Maine, says in a recent letter: I
have used Dr. ing’s New Discovery
many vears, for coughs and colds,
and I think it saved my life. I have
found it a reliable remedy for throat
and lung complaints, and would no
more be without a Dbottle than I
would be without food.” Tor early
forty years New Discovery has stood
at the head of throat and lung reme-
dies. As a preventative of pueu-
monia, and healer of weak lungs it
has no equal, Sold under guaran-
tee at T. B. Allison's drug store.
s0c. and 81. Trial bottle iree,

— — e+ @B ——
“Why de they refer to a govern-
ment office as pie?”’ asked the plain
citizen. y
“Because,” answered Senator Scr-
ghum, *it’s scmething that nearly év-
erybody likes himself, although he
thinks it’s bad fer nearly everybody
else.”—Washington Star.

Pronounced by millions the great-
est, strength maker, appetite build-
er and health restorer. Hollister’s
Rockd Mountain Tea will make you
feel that life is worth living. 33
Tea or Tablets.—Allison’s
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SHOE FOR MEN
$3.50 and $4.00

These
Bad Pains

which give you such exquisite
suffering, every month, are caused,
as you know, by female trouble.

Relief seldom or never comes
of itself. It is necessary to cure
the cause, in order to stop the
pains, and this can only be done
if you will take a specific, female
remedy, that acts directly on the
womanly organs.

% GARD

WOMAN’S RELIEF

“Cardul did wonders for me,”
writes Mrs. H. C. Larson, of Olds,
Ia. “l had female trouble for 8
years. | had displacerient, which
increased my suffering, the doc-
tor could only relieve me at times.
Now, I am so much better, I hardly
know when my time begins or
when it ends.”

At All Druggists

Made by" experts in
a specialty factory, out
of best leather tanned.
Goodyear welt flexible
sole. Smooth inside as
a glove. Best sole
leather bottom. Sewed
with best silk thread.
Finished by" artistic
hands. Is stylish and
handsome. ¢7VMade in

WRITE FOR FREE ADVICE,
stating age and describing symp-
toms, to Ladies Advisory Dept.,
The Chattanooga Medicine Co.,
Chattanooga, Tenn. E 33

SCUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY.

Operating the Transyivania Railroad.

{Eastern Standard Time.) | o2, 42 different StYleS. Al : :
STATIONS. S3 the new toe shapes.
¢cAll the popular _‘

! Lv......... Asheville .........
_Biltmore ____

b ] udersouvilie «
$Ha8 OO T 9 48
4 5l .. ..Hor-e Shoe g
0l .. wy Cannon .. ol BhEEY
10 .. ... Etonah... SRR D
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leathers. The price,
$3.50 and $4.00, places
it in reach of all.
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GUARANTEED

¢ A capital of Two and
One-Half Million Dollars
cash and an established
reputation as honest shoe-
makers, stands behind
every" pair of Phtriots.
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iFlag.
For tickets and full information apnly to

E. W. CARTER, Ag’t.
J. H. WOOD, Dist. Pass, Ag't, Ashevilie, N. C.

COME IN :
(AND
EXAMINE
OUR,

BIG STOCK
FOR SALE BY ’

O. L. ERWIN

A HOLL!‘l.‘:.T.T:“,.'-?".-‘.’M
' . n 173 g /’n;h‘vr T % oy
A Nice Line of LATRY Mountain Yen Nuggars

A Busy [fedicire for Busy Peoples
Brings Gelden Health and Rerewed Vigor,

A suecific for Constipation, Indigestion, Liver
i liidney troubies, Pimpics, Ecezema, Impuare
Sioed, Bad Dreath, Sluggrish Bowels, Headoche

nd Paohachie. Its Rocky Monntara Tea in tab-
2n form, 35 conts a box. Genuine made by

Rf!' ] ] , -1 : "
[iimmed Ladies’ Hais
ToLLisTE: DruGc CoMPANY, Madison, Wis.

in all the latest and uo-to-date | cornz wueSETS FOR SALLOW PEORLE
styles, Call and see them, My —
prices can’t be beat in town.

e 2. Colic, Cholera an(i
Chamber]aln 8 Diarrhoea Remedy.
Never fails. Buy it now. It may save life.

STREET SKATING RIN

OFEN FOR THE SEAEON

S T”.I. j!jLY 13? ; gxl?;gl;;on ............................ 1(5) 822:2

Service of instructors free to beginners

W. M. BRADIL.EY, Manager

GENERAL FIRE AND LIFE

Gifice-—-Raoms 8 and S, KeMinn Building

14 good, strong Fire Insurance Companies ;
One of the strongést Life Insurance Companies.
One of the standard Accident Ins. Companies. '

WELCH GALLOWAY, Manager




