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Ten little toes find their smoth’ring walls unclose,

Releasing to the sun and t

‘And they squirm and wriggle, pert;

And they dig the fresh, mois

“Oh, it’s sprizg! We're out of prison!” they declare.

Ten little toes, where the mighty ocean tlows,

Frolicked with the ripples
And they blistered and they

And a golden brown they turned.

“Hip, hurrah!” they cry.

Ten little toes were so crowded, goodness knows,
Back again within the prison wall!
And they found it rather cramped.

As to school their master tr

Ard they said among themselves:

Ten little toes on their way

No matter tho’ their prison walls were stout!

“Phew! We're mighty glad

“That to-day we’re not outside—
For ’tis evident that winter is about.”

THE SEASONS,

o the air!

t dirt;

and the sand.
burned,

“Now suinmer is at hand.”

s

amped;
“IIeigho, "Lis fall.”

one morn 'most froze,

" they cried,

—Iidwin L. Sabin, in St. Nicholas.
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.-THROUGH LIMESTONE FALLS-:-

By FRANK LILLIE POLIOCK.
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1 was making a lonely canoe voy-
aga from the railroad to a point forty
miles distant, on Vermilion Lake, in
the western part of the Nipissing dis-{
trict of Ontario, where four of my
friends were awaiting me in camp.-
I had been told there was a clear
canoe route through the Eldorado and
Bix Axe Rivers, and so there was, al-
lowing for the phraseology of the
country, which calls a clear canoe
road one which has no portages of
more than a mile and a half in length.

I did not know, however, that the
Biz Axe River in its windings took me
jnto that vast forest preserve known
as the Algonguin National Park, until
1 wzs unpleasantly informed of the
fact by a park ranger who overtook
me one afternoon, and cross-ques-
tioned me sharply on suspicion ci il-
legal deer hunting.

The affair migat have besn still!}
more unpleasant had I not discovered
the ranger to be a foriner Musko¥a
guide with whom 1 had gone twice
into the wocds some Yyears before.
His nam~ was Abbott, and although
still a yourz man, ke was oae of the
¥ecnest woodsment I ever saw, and an
excellent fellow bzsides. He recog-
nized me about the same moment,
and as our former acjuainiance was
enough to establish my innocence,
we raddicd down the river together
to his eamyp, where I accepted his in-
vitation to spend the night.

Iie explained his first aggressive-
ness of manner by the facsi that ne
wzs bLeing greally anncyed by the
inrcads of poachkers in tkat porticn
of the rark. Shooting is forbidden
inzide the parkx limids, where game
of every sort, from rabbits to moose,
swarms in conssequence. ‘These ip-
vaders not only kiiled, but killed by
the use of the npefarious jack-ligat
and similar davices.

Abbott was morally certain that
they belonged to a small scettlement
of French-Canadian trappers near
Vavasour; ke even thecught he kaoew
the guilty individuals, but ke had
never caught them inside the park
withh weapons or outside ~f it with
decr carcassse. As this portion of the
preserve was wnder his erarge he felt
bimseif responsible for the safety of
its contenis, and he had moved his
camyp the day before, and was “iying
low” by Gay aund patroliing the wcods
at night.

We sat up rather late that even-
ing. ‘There was frost in the air; the
sy was cloudless, and a half-moon
ihat was just topuing the pines shone
witn the diamond oprilliancy of an
electric lamp. I roticzd a pecaliar
uneasiness in Abbott’s manner, an
aic cf expectancy, and he freguertiy
broke off in the middle of 2 zentence
{o listen.

Eut the forest was absoiutely stiil,
except that just afier moonrise we
heard the distant dcep-toned beilow-
ing of a buili moose. It was the mai-
ing season ¢! these -animals, and the
scund was po uncommon one in the
parXk.

}¢ was perhaps half an hour later
when Abbott suddenly ceassd talking,
and bkeld up his hand for silence. I
iistened; I eould hear nothing, but a
few seconds afterward the faint sound

{ two ride-shots camz siruggling up
Lrough the fores:.

“Theire they are. That’ll be on Big
Ax: Pond. Come alonz!” exclaimed
ihe ranger, picking up his rifle.

Infected by his excitement, I fol-
lowed him down to the river, without
:topping to reflect that the arresting
of deer stealers was none of my busi-
ness. He had already put his canos
afloat, and was Lpeeling in the stern.
I tcok the bow, and we shot off down
the rapid current in the darkness.

I was never a very good canoeman,
nd the midnight perils of the river
made me nervous, but I found that
Abbott’s skill at the steering-paddle
amply compensated for my dce-
ficiencies,

The double wall of forest slid past
in alternation of black darkness and
silvery moonlight. The river was
badly breken by rough water, afd
tw:.ce we bad to make short portages,
which were the more unpieasant as a
retgﬁnt storm had choked the carry
{raus with failen timber. Other rap-
ids we ran, but a quarter mile above
the pond we eame to one we could
unot run,

’1‘}1is was Limestone Falls, which in
rea]_lty was merely a very bad bit of
:‘;I(;ld{nlt!gl'haps fifty yards in length,

a fall of six or eight feet.

As the worst place on the river, it had
3%2:1&;151 tke distinction of an indi-
ame., We were nearing the
If;iciozilence the shots had come, but
and dash of the cascade ef-

fectually drowued any noise of our
approach,

. ofter circiing ithe tree three or four

We ran the canoe ashore at the
head of the rapids, and landed to ex-
amine the condition of the trail. The
rocky banks of the river were over-
grown with clumps of hemlock and
spruce, interspersed with larger trees,
and we were uncertain on which side
of the river it would be best to make
the portage.

We walked hurriedly down almost
to the foot of the rapid without en-
countering any serious obstacle, and
had come near the lower landing
place when Abbott suddenly gripped
my arm and pointed akead and up-
ward. -

Lecking where he pointed, I saw a
dead cedar leaning heavily over the
tail of the rapid, projecting its top
into clear moonlight, and among the
skeleton branches perched a man. We
couaid see him distinetly; he had no
gun, and scemed to be locoking
earnesily in the opposite direction.

“That’s one cf the gang. I’'ve seean
him before!” muttered the ranger.
“I can’t make out what he’s doing
there, but I'll have him down and
find out.”

Going a little cioser, Abbott hailed i
the tree at the top of his voice.
*Hello!” Le cried. “What—" i

Thre words were cut from his lips
by a tremendous crasi among the
thick underbrush, and with an ear-
snattering bellow, out of tie darkness
charged a giant black animals that
looked in the gloom almost as huge as
an elephant. -~

Abkott ard I jumped away to right
and to lefi. My sole idea was to get
back to the ezzse where we had left
the guns, and I ran desperately,
stumbiing and trivping. Then I heard
the brusa erash behind me, and
fancyving the brute was at my heels,
I ccized the low branch cf a spruce
and swung myself up with a desperate
agilitv of which I did not know that I
was carable.

I had been deceived by my imag-
iration. The attention of the big
mocsze was directly entirely to Abbott,
wno was scrambiing into another tree
cios2 to the river. The bull charged
into the trunk with a force that
should have siunned him, and taen
drew bacik and glared sullenly at
Abuoit ca his perchr above. Then,

times, he stalked back to the cedar
overhanging the stream, which was
perhaps thirty vards awary.

1 called to Abbott and succeeded In
atiraciing his atiention, but the noise
of ths water was too loud to permit
convcrsation. It occurred o e,
however, that the bull did not seem
to nave observed may refuge, and that
I might slip to the ground and get to
the cance unobservad.

1 made the attempt, but had not
reached the lower branches of the
trce before the wary old warrior es-
pied my maneuvre, and came smash-
ing through the shrubbery with a
roar of cefiance,

I scrambled back to my original pe-
sition as he chargsd undesr the tree,
his shovel-pointed antlers brushing
the leaves at my feet. He scemed to
be a monster there in the moonlight;
I cculd see his biack mane standing
erect, and his wicked eyes glittering
in the flashes of moonlight.

From time to time he threw back
his head with an impatient movement
and licked a spot on his shoulder,
where I could distinguish a darker
patch -on the hide—undoubtedly a
bullet wound infilicted by the man int}
the cedar tree.

He walked about, grunting, be-
neath me for a few minutes, and then
returned to his first enemy, against
whom, very justly, his rancor seemed
to be chiefly directed. I could not
help laughing at the queer predica-
ment we were in. We formed three
parties, each arrayed against the
other two, but there was ‘no doubt
that the bull had the best of the sit-
uation.

With the passage of time, however,
the affair grew less humorous. It
was cold; I shivered in my cramped
position, and it seemed not unlikely
that the brute would keep us there
till daylight. If we could have talked
together we ~might kave formed a
plan for circumventing him, but the
roar of the water made this impossi-
bie, and indeed I felt sure that Abbott,
would refuse to enter into any league
with the pcacher which might in-
volve letting him slip through his
fingers again.

The moose was moving energetical-
ly about the base of the drooping
cedar, and as I watched him he
seemed to te making a determined
and systematic effort to uproot it. He
stamped and butted and pushed, and

I could see the tree waver violently

'at each attack., He would certzinly

bring it down it he persevered, for it
was already hali-failen, and its dead
rcots had no strong hold on the rocky
eartn.

I directed Abbott’s attention to the
movements of the animal, and as the
moon had now risen so high that all
the ground round the river was in
clear light, we watched the progress
of the drama with intense inierest.”

The tree drcoped lower and lower,
and began to sway heavily as-the bull
pushed it., The end, which might be
tragic, seemed at ‘hand. - Glancing at
Abbott, I saw that he was coming
down his tree, undoubtedly contem-
plating a dash for the guns, and not
to be outdone, I prepared to follow

1him.

Tae moose, on the verge of suc-
cess, was too intent to notice us as
we dropped noiselessly to the ground
and scampered at the top of our speed
toward the canoe. As we ran I heard
all at once above the rush of.the
water a sudden rending crash, a yell
of dismay, and a roar from the bull.
I knew what was happening, but
when I glanced over my shoulder I
could see nothirg. -

Abbott gainel the canoe a yard
ahead of me, a:. 1 instead of seizing
his rifle he jum: ¢d aboard and knelt
in the stern.

“Take the bow!” he commanded,
‘sharply, and 1 obeyed blindly, too
astonished to dissent, although I did
not comprehend what he was going
to do.

The canoe darted out; I dipped my
paddle mechanijcally, and the swift
current above the falls picked us up.

Now I understood, and I had a bad
attack of frigiat. But the fact was
that in no other way could we get
back to the foot of the rapid in time
to be of service. Now we would be
there in a few second—dead or alive.

I did not believe that we could run
the rapids; I did not think that any

canceman in the world could take his.

craft down that roaring and rock-
staked chute that in the moonlight
looked like 2 caldron of foam. But
I saw that I was committed to the at-
tempt, and mere shame kept my
mouth shut.

A splash of froth struck me on the
chezk, and in another instant the
water was boiling under the bows.
The canoe dipped and plungad into a
sluice-like current, all but csllided

'with an ink-black boulder, and under

a sweep of the sieering-paddle veered
off into a swirl of eddies and a smoth-
er of spray.

I can never sufficiently admire the
skill of the ranger in that all but sui-
cidal dash; indeed, it was beyond all
admiration. He seemed to choose
the open passagas by insiinct, for he
had never been through them before.
A dozen times we escaped wreck by
the breadth of a hair, and he ha
deftly sheered aside from the danger
before I had recognized its presence.

Our passage could not bave lasted

eight seconds, and to me it was a
mere blur of breathless speed through
white leaping water in the dark and
meonshire, savage rock-tops darting
past, a deafening roar and dash of
spray, and an intolerable strain of
muscle and nerve that made me for-
get everything except the very pies-
ent moment.

With a svoop the canoe cleared
herseli and we shoi into the tail of
the repids, where the water, althicugn
tarbulent, was not dangerous; and I
remembpered our ob;’ect again, with a
gasp of breath I had not until then
had time to take. We kad run the
impossible falls but whers was tae
mocse and his victim?

Then, as we juriped down the cur-
rent, I caught sight of a black mass
crossing the stream thiriy yards
ahead, and recognized it is the head
of the swimming pull. Before we had
gone three lengiths mnearer a man
emerzed from the water near the
bank and Grew himself ashore, and
almost at the same moment the long-
legged animal seemed to find footing,
and sprang forward with a terrific
splash. He was not twenty feet be-
hind the man when a long jet of flame
spurted past my head, scorching my

hair. Abbott had fired from the
stern. Another shot, and the moose
squealed shrilly, like a wounded

horse, but coatinued to charge for-
ward. He was already upon the bank
when he staggered, and plungad head-
long forward, slipping back into the
shallew water, where he lay hali-
aficat ard making ineffectual at-
tempts to rise.

The mighty bull was dead by the
time we beached the canoe beside his
body, and went to look for our pris-
oner. We found him just abandon-
ing an attempt to climb a tree, very
cold and wet, and douttful whether
to be grateful for his rcscue or angry
at his capture.

He was, as Abbott -1 declared,
one of the French-Canadians from
the trapper settlement, and he told
us rather sulkily that he had been
making the portage when the moose
had come out on the other bank. He
had fired at him twice and been
treed, with what result we had seen.
But when he came to speak of our
passage oi the falls, he was full of
admiration.

I left Abbott and his prisoner the
rext morning, and reached the camp
of my friends in the evening. The
poacher was delivered over to justice.

But when I next saw Abbott I
found him much disturbed by the fact
that whenever he had mentioned hav-
ing run Limestone Falls at night
with a green hand in the bow, he
found no one to believe him.—

- Youth's Companion.

——

Too Serious For Sport,

In Canada business dominates
sport. Figure it all out,-and you will

find that Canada’s motto is: “Spori
for boys, business for men.”_—Can-
adian Courier, Tcronto-

WE MAKE A PROFIT

A Favsrable Characteristic of the
Porcizn Trade of the United Siates
for 1503—De¢cling in Vzlne of Im-
ports is Cencrol and Accuznts Mor
Decreass in Totzl Valre
Fcodstufis Remain Slationsry—
Gaizs in FPrices of Corn, Wkheat and

scon Experied. ;

Prices of

A bae

Washingten, Specizl. — Foalling

prices for imports rising prices for
exporis, are deelared by the anuual
report-of the Chief of the Bureau of
Statistics of the Depariment of Cem-
merce and Labor, to be a characteris-
tie of the fcieign trade of the Unitfe
States in the fiecl year 1908. This
is especially tiue, he savs, as to the
manufacturers’ material imported
and fcodstuffs exported. In manu-
facturers’ imaterials, whether raw or
partly manufaclured, the average
prices fer the year are, says the re-
port, materially lower than thcse for
the pigeeding year, and were also
much lewer at the end of the fiscal
year than at the beginning of the
year. The average price per ton of
hemp in June, 1908, was but $141.02,
against $174.78 in June, 1907; of ma-
nila, $137.74, against $202.01 in June,
1907; of sisal grass, $166.20, against
$152.57 in June, 1907; of goatskins,
per pound, 24.5 cents in the eclosing
month of 1908, against 31 cents in
the corresponding month of the pre-
ceding year; of hides of cattie, 16.9
cents in June, 1908, against 154
cents in June, 1907; of India rubber,
56 cents per pound in June, 1998,
against G7.1 cents in  June of the
preceding yvear, of raw silk, $3.23 per
pound in June, 1908, against $4.63 in
June, 1907; of*pig iron, 27 cents per
pound in June, 190S, against 39.1
cents per” pound in June, 1907; and
of clothing, wool, 17 eents per pound
in June, 1908, against 23.7 eents in
June, 1907, while other classes of
wocl also show a similar reduction in
price during the year.
_ The decline in the total value of
lmports, which oeceurs in nearly all
of the prineipal articles forming the
great groups, foodstuffs, manufactur-
ers’ matcrizls and manufactures, is
duc in a considerable decree to this
falling off in prices, though in many
cases there is an actual deeline in
quantity. This is particular trne in
manfacturers’ raw materials, which
show a marked decline in prices per
unit of quantity, the decline in valae
being thus much greater than that
in quantity., In fibers, fer cxample,
the fall in valuc is from 42 miilicn
doliars in 1997 to 35 milliens in 1903,
a decrease of 16 per cent., while in
quantity the fall is from 312,583 tons
to -303,348 tons, a decline of but 2
per cent. In Indian rubber the fall in
value of imports is from 59 millon
dollars in 1907 to 36 1-2 millions in
1908, a deecline of 33 por eent.; bud
the fall in quantity is only frem 77
millien pounds to 62 million pounds,
a decline of but 20 per cent. Tn hides
gnd skins the. fall in value of imports
i1s from 83 millicn deliars to 55 mil-
lions, a deeiine of 34 per cent., while
In guantity the fall is from 371 mil-
lien pounds to 283 million pounds, a
decline ¢f but 24 per cent. In pig
copper the value of imports fell from
39 mi1101ls doliars to 24 millions, =
d_e(-lzne of 40 per cent., and the quan-
tity from 193 million pounds to 143
millicn pounds, a decline of 27 per
cent. In pig tin the vaiue of the im-
portations fell from 33 millicn dol-
lars tc 23 millions, a decline of 29
per cent., while the quantity fell
from 96 millicn pounds to 77 million
pounds, a decline of 20 per cent. In
raw wcol, the value of the importa-
tions fell frecm 41 1-2 million dollars
in 1_907, te 231-2 milliens in 1998, a
decline of 44 per cent., while the
quantity fell from 204 millicn pounds
to 126 millicn pounds, a decline of
38 per cent. Thus in practically all
the prineipal articles used in manu-
fz:ctprmg‘ the falling off in the value
of imports as ccmpared with those
of last year is due in a greater or
less degree to a reduction in prices
per unit of auantity, thouech in most
of these articles there is an aetual
reduetion in quantities, much less,
kowever than would be indicated by
a mere consideration of figures of
value only.

~ Food stuffs do not ghare, as a rule,
In the decline in values, either as to
imports or exports, which is charaec-
teristic of manufacturers’ materials.
The average import price of coffce
iIn 1968 was 7.6 cents per pound,
against 7.9 cents in the preceding
year; of raw sugar not above No. 16
Duteh standard in color, 2.38 cents
per pound, against 2.11 ceants in the
preceding year; and of tea, 17.3 cents
per pound, against 16.11 cents per
pound in 1907; while in manufaectur-
ers’ materials fibers show an average
price in 1908 of $117 per ton, against
$135 per ton in 1907; hides and skins,
19.3 cents per pound, against 22.5
cents per pound in 1907; India rub-
ber, 58.8 cents per pound, against
76.5 cents per pound in the preceding
year; raw siik, $413 per pound,
agamst $4.20 in 1907; clething wool.
225 cemts per pound, against 26
cents per pound in 1907; combing
weel 27 cents per pound, against 30
cents per pound in 1907; and earpet
wocel, an average price of 14.5 cents
per pound in 1908, against 15 eents
per pcund in 1907; all of the above
being import prices.

On the export side, corn- shows an
average export price of 64.7 cents per
bushel, against 53 cents in 1997;
wheat, 99.3 cenis per bushel, against
79 cents in 1907; bacon, 10.5 cents
per pou.ud, against 10.6 ecents per
pound in 1907; and lard, 9.1 eents
per pound in 190S, against 9.2 cents
per pound in the preceding year.

FIG STUFFED APPLES.
Apples stufled with fzs will be a
pisasing variation from plain bakzad
appies; tae recipe is taken from Har-
per’'s Bazar: Pare soms largée apples
and cere them; fiil the centres with

“chopped figs; cover with sugar, put
linto a deep baking dish and add a

little water and lLake, basting well
from time to time; serve with cold
creanz,

AFPLE AND TOMATO CHUTXNEXY.

Remove the szeds from two grecen
peppers ard a cup cf raisins, add six
grcen tomatoes and four smail cn-
lons and chop all very fine. Put ore
juart of vinegar, one cup of powdered
sugar and two of brown sugar, two
tablesnoonfuls of mustard seed and
two of salt to boil. Add the chopped
migture and simmer one hour. Then
add a dozen tart apples, pared, cored
and quartered, and cook slowly until
soft. DBeat thoroughly and bottle.—
New York Telegram.

SWEET PICCALILLI.

One peck of green or rips toma-
toes, six medium-sized cnions, twelve
green or red peppers, three cups of
sugar, one teaspoonful of white pep-
per, one tablespoonful of ground
mustard, one tablespoonful of ground
allsnice, one tablespoonful of ground
cinnamon, two quarts of vinegar. It
ripe tomatoes are used scald -and
pare; if green, chop small, with on-
lons and peppers, first removing the
seeds from the peppers. Caulifiower
and cabbage and cucumbers can bz
added, but is nice without. Put in
large kettle, pour on the vinegar, add
sugar and spices, cook slowly till soft.
Seal in jars or put in stone ercek.—
Boston Post.

BAKING BREAD AND ROLLS.

Bread to be baked in individual
poriions requires a hotter oven than
full-sized lcaves. The gsneral direc-
tions are the same for both bread
and biscuit. Divide the time of bhak-
ing into guarters; in the first quar-
ter the dough should spring, or grow
light, a little, and should color in
gpots and ccase to rise. By the end
of the sscond gquarter the Dbread
should be of a delicate brown; dur-
ing the next quarter the baking is
practically finished; the heat siould
be lowered during the last quarier.
Loaves of bread of the size indicated
shouid bake in about ong hour, bis-
cuits and rotls in about kalf an hour,
~—American Cultivator.

If tae silverware is piaczd in giass
jars and tightly sealed up it will not
tarnish.

If lamp-wiecks are scaked in vine-
gar and dried, th2 rezult will be a
bright clear light.

Flies wiil not Dbother giit frames
that have been washed in water
wiere onions have been boiled. .

A good grade of ink can Dhe made
by splittinz a short indelible pencil
and placing it in a bottle of water.

A small paint brush used in black-
inz the stove wiil save t°2 hands, 2
weil a3 reach all troublezome place
in the stove.

¥or grass stains on cicihing, apply
a liberal solution cf cooking mo-
lasses, rubking the molasses in well;
then pFocecd to wash out in soap-
suds.

The kitchen window box is very at-
traciive as well as useful. In it sev-
eral things may be grown to Le usad
in cooking and decorating, such as
parsley and mint.

Hang a small slate in the kitchen
on which to write down tiae necded
articles. Tis a slate pencil to the
string. No reed of forgetiing the
household necessities.

Make an oileloth peeket and hang
in the kitchen. Put a few old worn
out rags in it occasionally, and use
these to rub off the cook stove. It
means a greal saving of the dish-
cloths,

Carpet sweepers should be freed
from dust and threads before being
put away, and, as the brusi wears
off, it should be lowered a trifle. A
very liitie oil will stop the squecak-
ing of the wheels.

Cut glass, water bottles and vases
are easily cleaned Ly putting a smail
Landful of egg sirells in the suds and
shaking vigorously. They will als
be much clearer if rinsed in water to
which a little blue has been addzad.

“Very preatty bhedspreads can be
made by taking tie tops of old worn
ont lace curtaing, and joining._ with
insertion tbhrough which is run some
dainty colored ribhon. Bolster cov-
ers and sash curtains can be made
in the same manner.

Damp shces are difficalt to polish;
try putting a drop or two of paraf-
fin in the blackicg and you will find
tkey will polish at once. Leather
that has bacome dull and shabby
looking may b2 improved in appear-
ance hy beinz rubbed over with the
wel) beaten white of an egg.-

Mankate's Ceed Rond.

Mankato, Minp.,, bas solved the
problem cf findins 2 durcbie pave-
ment at small expensz anl one that
can be used cn sts2p grades as read-
ily as on a level curface.

First, the driveway was narrowed
to thirty feet, curtsd, guttered and
boulevarded. Then it was excavated to
the depth of six inches and surfaced.
Five inches of dry erushed limestons
one and a kalf to two inches in di-
ameter was put ¢cn and rolled down
with a ten-ton recller. DPoiiing tar
from the local gas works was applied
until the catire surface was covered.
Then 2 layer of brokena ston2 an inch
to an inch and a quartzr in diameter,
mixed with cecarse gravel, was applied
on the curface in the proporiisin of

three parts of stone io one of gravel. .

Tais was first mixed dry on a plat-
form and then thcroughly niixed
with hot tar and applied cn the sur-
face two inches thick and tamped
into placa to conform with the sur-
face of the strect.

Dry domestic cement weas then ap-
plied to the surface and the street
was again rolled. Then a coating of
sand was applied, and the roller
again used. Thz pavement was al-
lowed to siand for two weeks before
the sireet was thrown open to travel.

The cost was eighty cents a lineal
fcot to the properiy owners on each
side of the stireet, or rather would
have been had the entire cost been
assess2d against them. The sireet
has a praciicaily waterprocf rpave-
ment six inches thick, and it is~im-
rossible for the elements to attack
the surface. The pavement has now
stood two winters and shows not the
slightest wear. It gives ofi no dust
in summer, although it is not
sprinkled.—Cement Age.

A Tiwefold Cbject.

Wec hope the doy has come WwWihen
with the intelligant use of cocavict la-
bor in the only channzl of usefulness
that is free from the charge of being
in Tomnetition ‘with free laber, is
about to give the State a good srstem
of rcads.

The working on the public bigh':
ways of the lazy jaiibirds who hLave
been for vears accustomed to-eat their
heads off in the county prizens will,
unless we ars greatly mistaken, less-
en ths number of petty crimes and
lower tne criminal expenses of the
State, while the labor cf thoss con-
victs who are sent to the roads will
do wonders toward the improvement
of the public roads. Ty

This twofcid object shouid b2 at-
tfaircd*very shortly now that tiie sys-
tem of road working is fairly under
way. Coavicis have bzen sent {rom
this city and from Noriolx County to
tne rcads eisewnere in the State, and
we nope the work will be exizaded
to this section in the nzar ifuture.

Tha Newport News Times-Herald
is on the right track, when, in dis-
ciussing {ae auesiion ¢f good roads, it
savrs:

“in most ef the Virginia counties
enougn moxncsy hes besa expanded
sinc2 the war to have given Virginia
a splendid system of dirt roads. - But
uider the slinzshod system of ‘work-
ing the rcads’ the money has been
wastzd, and thzsre is little in the way
of road improvement to show for it.
The only sensible plan is to have the
wverk dons under a competent engi-
neer and to build permeanently as far
2s tile money will go.”—>Porismouth
Siar. — i
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Progress of Crusade.

New Jersey is far in advance of
eny Siate in the actual work of road
construction. The law there places
cnz-tenth of the cost cn ths State,
one-tenth cn the abutting land owne-
ers. and the remainder on the county,
wtich is an equitable distiribution of
the burdens of construction and
maintenanece. The substitution of
solidly built roads for dirt roads soon
effects a transformation in the region
through which it passes, and even the
old topogranhy seems to vanish. Im-
proved accessibility tells upon every
farm and adds to its value. Time
and money, which are always equiva-
lent, are saved to the farmer and to
all whosze business it is to communi-

2te with him. Economry is consulted
as well as conveniznce. So far as im-
proved laws have taken shape in this
country the French idea is recognized
that the Siate should bear a consid-
erable share of the cost of construct-
ing main thoroughfares, and French
rural prosperity can bz tra_ced in no
small degree to the country’s excel-
lent public roads. Now thkat the rue
ral inhabitant of this country is ex-
pected to bear but a comparatively
gmall portion of the expense of good
roads, his disposition toward the
movemert is, quite naturally, chang-
ing fa its favor. With a dozen cor
more States already engaged in the
reform, the rapid extension of well
made, permenent public highways is
ascured.—The Epitomist.

Nemarkable Finish. —

The deer shooting season in the

Adirondacks bas ciosed with the
unique record of not a man being
mistaken ard shot for ore of the ani-
mals. Frequsat warnings combined
with some repressive legislation on
chis subiect appear to havs accom-
vlizaed the dezived end, —2csiin H.ar:
ald. :




