A Suggeshve Sketch of the l..lfe and Achleve-
ments of the Famous Country Teacher of
South Eas__tgrn_ North Cal'o_l?ma
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«(thost” - Elliott prob&bly left no will, yet he left a
_ Jegacy that a.ccrubd to the interest of several generas
tions of children in tha southeastern part of the state.

“{thost” Elltott‘ (proba-bly no one knows his actual
pame) waa - gmd&ate of the University of North

amlma who twght country schools in Sampson, Dup-
lin, Wayne, and posslbly other southeastern counties
of the state. He was a scholar and cared as little for
money as .possibly any man of similar ability in the
state has ever cared, He made hi.s home, while teach-
ing, with the pla.in eountry ‘people, a‘ld was ‘as plain as
his hosts. All his acguisitions ip a-long life of teaching
would hardly have bought the Ford that the young
man who now begins to teach expects to buy out of
the surplus of his first year's salary. x;

Neither chick nor child had he, and probably never
conceived " it as possible for himself to maintain a
horse. The story goes that once his class at the Uri-
versity was to have a re-union at a certain commence-
ment. He did not disappoint his classmates, but was
there, walking all the way from Sampson or Duplin to
Chapel Hill. The reunion was a time of reminiscence
and fun with the classmates. On the other hand,
“Ghost" Eiliot had conceived the occasion to be one in
which he would have an opportunity tol discuss the
classics and the sciences Wwith other scholarly men.
All would, perhaps, be listening intently to some story
of “college pranks, when “Ghost” [would .hunch his
nexghbor .and wask in an undertone what he though.t
of this or t‘hat ps:saage of Latin. or Greek that he quot-
ed g.t the time. But the_ tradition 1s that the .others
diﬁ m}q_greatly co- opebi{e N‘ch the C,D;
in. hxs» efforts to m&ke the

u;zit.m' has had pointed out to_him: near Turkey,
near the Duplln-SampBOn line, a home in which it was
sald that Rev: J. L E!tewart Rev, B, F,-Marable, ani
“Ghost” Elliott spent a night together. If that is true,
- there is possibly no_little country home in North Caro-
lina in which threo brainier men ever spent 4 night
together. Stewart was a graduate of the Universlty,
preacher and lawyer too. .He was lea.rned in both t.be-
ology and the law, and could have shone more bril-

liantly in either if it had been his only mistress.- He Thave, bee

was wealthy, as wealth then went, but preached regu-
larly at country churches, charging
salary of one hundred dollars a year. He wouldn't
compete with the cheaper preac_hens, though it_lsel__emed
" to make little difference after he had -accepted the pas-
torate at $100 whether he ever collected it all or not.
Dr. Marable was a graduate of Wake Forest, College
and was in the beginning of- his mlniateriaal career a
Baptist .preacher. After mln!'ylné. -he became a Pres-
byterian minister, making oné of the few changes from
the Baptist ministry  to the Presbyterian that have
ever been xpa.do in the state. The only other the writer
recalls is that of Rev. J. J. Douglas, bettermn in
the state as a poet than preacher, who still lives.
)Jroha‘bly “Ghost” Elliott was an agnestic, but he’
was no fool a.bout his infidelity. He left no legacy of
unbelief.  The legacy of which I write was a number
‘of his old students who had learned “Stoddard’s Men-
tal Arithmetic” under his tuition, and® how to teach it.
Stoddard’s arithmetie had become the standard of schol-
arship in mathematics in several counties, and so res -
mained for many years. Oniy a few weeks ago, Dr,.
J. M. Parrott, head of theWte department of ‘health.
bemoaned the fact that the schools of today do .mot

use Stoddard’s’ a.ritlnnetlc He stated that he had once :

asked a leading Bchool man of the state why it is mot
used, and had recelved the reply that it takes too mut,h
work to teach it. ;

The writer, Ja,q’_wall as Dr. Parrot, wa.s brought up on
Stoddard’'s arithmeétic.. He was third ia deécent from
"Ghost" Elliott. Elliott had taught a Dlvi.s bor In
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twelve years old. A pupil would have thought himseit
disqredited, in_both his own and the school's sight, it
he had used a pencil in the Solution of problems. At

twelve, and probably at eleven, the writer could stand ] grade They rnay Dbe seen at the board addlng 1-

on the school house floor, hear a problem read, cate

it and proceed to unravel it, and successfully at that.

My recollecthm is that I had solved “in my head” eve!y
problem in the' “arithmetic” 'when I was 12 years old,”
and it contained’such algebraic problems as tollofwsf A
tree fell, breaking on its fadl into two parts. The stump
was the combined length of the other two parts; the
longer of the two fallen parts was two- thirds of the
length of the stump. The combined length of all three
of the parts was 60 feet, W‘hé,t was the length of each
of the three parts?

Now, that is not one of the actual problems, for I
haven't a copy of the book, but is illustrative of the
kind of work a boy was expected to do “in his head”’”
before he. was put. to “ciphering.” The answer ta the
above is 28, 18 2-3, and 13 1-8 feet, if any reader de-
sires to test his skill in figuring it out. \Maybe not a
“practical” problem, in thé 'minds of modern educators
—But it compares favorably with one we recently
heard a high school senior trying to help a fifth-gradé
pupil solve: “If one must be at a certain ‘place at ten

minutes past two o'clock and it takes 15 minutes to -

reach the place, what is the latest time he must start 7/ hrithmetic for &ﬂ.‘/’ px‘actica.l purposes befare they are.

O yes; practical enough but the bad part of it was
that neither the semior nor the fifth- grader could solve
it. “We could get the clock and see, but that -wouldn‘t
be fair,” the senior, whose morals were better tha.n her
knowledge of arithmetic, was heard to say. Finally ths
writer was asked to help—how “fair” that was doesn't
appear. I stated the time to start, but then ‘the plaint

‘was that if “must be put down, like arithmetic.” O, it

must be on paper—whether the head is- benefited or

_not! /The gmﬂe“denanm on’ htmung in the. mawm 3

“like, arithmetic.” 1 fixed. iwﬁr théh&"‘mke arithmetic,™

‘and pz.'oba.l:ﬂ? .o’ fifth grade girl got a good mark on her

e.rithmetic the next day.
“My! we country boys wouldn’t have asked for help
on one of those Stoddard’s problems it we had hq.d to

“worry at 1t for a mopth—thai' is, t})e ones with mﬂth.e
matical heads woul:th

‘Some folk- could not lea.rn
under-any methed; otﬁers ‘would learn _under just any

'.old ‘kind of method or ‘no’” method. Poss:bly the. two

gdrls belonged te the tormer group; but they could not
n so. num sk,ully aobut arithmetic if they
had been trained by ! the “Ghost” Elliott - method.
“Scholars” didn’t advance further than they knew, and
if it had taken two-weeks for one to learn that a half
of 3-4 is 3-8, he would have.stayed there.till he learned
#, and that fact and the principle by which it is derived..
would probably have, forever and a day, been a part
of that pupil's being. Just as in geometry, each ac-
" acquisition became the means of solving the next prob-
lem. “Now, it is a matter of fact that I recently agked

an elghth.-graﬂe arithmetic -class in a North Carelina

high echool wha,t hs.lf of 3-478 and got the wrong an-
swer. and never. the right orit——nor wére thé children
sullen. The teacher said they had their minds on more

: difﬂcult work 'and that accounted for the fail ire to

answer. -But" what' if that more difficult work had re-
‘quired that very knowledge? “More difficult work’
should require every one of the elementa.ry principles
If it doeumt there was no use in ever studying the
less djmcult. If it doea. then,’ da.y or mght, on .a mo-
m.ent’s notice, those elemen prmciplea should b®
on tap. Just as W*al}l thlnk of Wing without a Saw as
of doing “more d.t!!icult." a.rﬁhnggtic work without those_
‘neeessary tools suppoaed ﬁo.hme A:een
lower gmﬂes. j e IR g e gt
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a.nd the method of” teachlna: ar;thmetic hgwa hng de-
partedjthe echools, and a gréat loss’ it is to the chitdreﬁ-
ot the later zeneratiﬁn& No_.pupﬂ :
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more time . wa.sted tod‘ay in teaching
,wculd be sufﬂcient to give the Hfié‘ht

obably a fifth- of their time _for. eight years g0
the study of arithmetic, Yet two years; from
of 11 to 13, should be sufficient to gl‘ounﬂ any
pupil| in arithmetic; ‘but: ‘allow ‘three, a,n,ﬁn.ﬂmt
the time allotted to the subject for nve year
This time would serve to give a full high achoal- ; uwe s

prominertt gentleman of this sta.t& Whoﬁe f&‘ther k

arithmetic " at the age of ten -and witl-rin six mont!ia
joined the class of boys older than he who had bg{nﬁf
the session in Sanford's’ Common. §c}wab-ari£hma‘u% ;
after havingstudied arithmetic. f.rom two to. four yﬁam. oL
And one of the boys in the higher class is one gf the
brighest men in the state. - v =

| Herbert had never studied ar!thmﬁtic “Bttt he tﬁﬂn
ave to be taught that 2 and 2 are 4. There ia npt a
sensible negro boy in the state w‘ho woul a --.{93‘
age of eleven, know wha.t the first- grade ol Id ;éa.rnf
in arithmetie. A.nd, cettainly, ehildren do not neeﬂ_ =

eleven. I 1 S _ FRETs

The foregoing “observations are based upon’ chqgﬁ‘
hood's e‘xperience in the country schools and an ex-.
perience of twenty years -as a teaacher. Not. on}

the writer. know his- mental arlthmetic at 12y

"been throug!;"*’ Bo

L e T

to school 53 months.. W.hen

the clty’ hlgh schools:in a ,cnurse' ci’g eleve
nine montﬁa, ‘he had completed*'ew‘ery Braneh £
‘matics in any school in' Ngrth “Carolina, at ¥
exceptmy %ﬁgher course in engfnéeﬁ?z;é"
been provided at the U‘nis.eﬁ!ity ‘and el

hi.s age that achieved the ‘Eame in,
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After the toregoing s.r,‘icﬂe hmd gone tq tge pﬂmer
the editor asked his triena Caspta,i!r g~ An’ s R.hen :
remembered “Ghost” Elliott. Th§ mﬁ Bfu@ m‘
lost. In the flood of expemncea of his&ninefy-bdd yearq,

tollowing experienw iz
“Imashﬁentat mmﬁumm
come to my fathers horme ai Roek'y Point. My

litterly su riaedattheqmnee “‘m
fed by the aristocratié “Mis: :
‘wonder whatm pf san




