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Thousands are. arepoxted to have been a.h-’gh
celebration of the Battle of Moore’s (}reek Bridge, -
the early and sanguinary emption of Nort’rh Car-
olina which_led on to t;m Revolution and ultt-
mate Statehood, - : O i :

Without.ag mnch eelebmtion as the Battle of.
Lexington whieh ushered in ;ered res&stence to’
the British, -Moore's Greek Bridge hﬂd-& really
much more far-reaching rgsults. It devehped in-
to a colony insurection -sh'ht. carried so far as to,
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on the Alamance disturbances. It brought the :‘_'

State in advi.nce of a formal. rebellion of the
Ameri{'an colonleg into open ‘Tevolt.
As a ba-btle, Mooreg Cmek waas. hworﬂe_hum
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It would be difficult to write the same number
of words embracing more historical errors. In the

first place, the “early” sanguinary event of the Rev-
olutionary period in North Caroling was the battle
of Alamance, or the war of the Regnlation. The
revelution in North Carolina was well advanced when
the Battle of Mooreg Creek Bridge was fought.
Governor Martin had, in 1775, sent his family by
gea from New Bern toNew York, had himself re-
tired- to Fort Johnston, at the mouth of the Cape
Fear, and as early as July, 1775, had found his posi-
tion unsafe inthe fort and had retired to the war-
sleep Cruiser. The very day of that retreat. Colonel
Ashe, with 500 men burned Fort Johnston to the

ground.

Furthermore, the Hillshoro Congress, which met
Aungust 20th, 1775, after burning a proclamatiomr is-
sned by ‘Governor Martin, proceeded to establish a
provisional government for North Carolina, with Cor-
nelius Harnett at its head. The state was divided
into six military dstricts and as far ag possible put
upon g war footing, That was six months before the
battle of Moore's Creek Bridge.

The War of the Regulation

The 'I'imes' article makeg the Battle of Mo-orefs
Creek Bridge precede the Battle of Alamance, when,
in fact, the latter preceded the former by five years.
One of the questions of North Carolina history is
Whether to classify the War of the Regulators as
a Revolutiongry incident. The leaders of the later
movement cooperated with Governor Tryon in sup-
pressing the Alamance rebellion. A great majority of
the Regulators who remained in the affected section
were Tories when the real revolution developed. But
the leaders who co-operated with Tryon possibly did
50 with little zeal. Yet their leadership in the later
Revolution doubtless had its effect upon the sur-
Viving Regulators, who feared, or distrusted any
movement headed by their former oppressors under
Tryon. Thus were the attitudes of the parties of the
Battle of Alamance simply reversed in the Revolu-
tionary struggle,

It may be concluded that the Regulation move-
ment wag a revolutionary ome, but was 100 early;
while the former Regulators had the very incentive
that the Scotch Highlanders had to abide by the
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Tt seems to bé established that their march

" mington was at - the drlirection 0f General Ciinton,

who before sailing southward from Halifax, where
the British army had retired from Boston, had sent
orders to the Scotch to meet him in Wilmington.

TAs a matter of fact. Olinton sailed into the Cape
Fear but learning of the defeat of the Scotch de-
parted and sailed for Charleston, where only a few
days before the Declaration of Independence he was

defeated in his attack upon Fort Moultrie,

How The Colonies Would Have Been Divided

To discover the real effects of a Teversal of the
outcome of the Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge, con-
gider what the occupancy of Wilmington by an army
of two thousand bold Secotch, later joined by a Brit-
ish fleet and land forces, would have meant. With
supplieg furnished by the British, against which
there would have been no hindrance, the ill-supplied
and short-term Patriots of the State would have
been no match for any such force. North Carolina
would have been lost to the Colonies. That would
have meant the isolation of South Carolina and
Georgia.

Therefore, it is rather safe to say that if there
had been any Declaration of Independence at all on
July 4, 1776, North Carolina, Georgia and South
Carolina would scarcely have participated in the

" declaration.

The Victory the Key of Revolutionary Sueccess

It is hard to eoneelve of a successful issue of the
Revolution with the three southernmost ‘colonies
cut off from the ten more northern ones in the very
outset Every phase of the revolutionary movement
thence on would have been changed. There need
have been no cheering victory at Fort Moultrie.
Greene’s final effective tactics in the two Carolinas
would not have followed. Something else as effective
ag these might have occurred in the southern colo-
nies, but the whole course of events in the Carolinas
and Georgia, and probably in the other ten states,
would have been entirely different. In shert, the
British would have been nearer -the subjugation of
the colonies on -July 4, 1776, than they - ever ap-
proached. In short, the victory at Moore’s Creek

Bridge was a decisive battle, almost as much so as _

was that of Quebec in the ]Z‘.rench and Indian War,

- bellowed-like as he passed, he threw up hig hands

the Revolutionary one of them. is 'reported by tra
tion as participating in the battle and is actua]ly'
listed among the scldiers following W-ashmgt:on later.
The other six seem to have been W‘higas, ar at leas-t'
not Tories. If seven out of pight holds for the Sgamp‘n
son-Pender area it is clear that the Whigs were.
largely in the ascendant in two-of the most deﬂnitely"
described counties of the Cape Fear section. sl

And the very story that keeps alive the Tory con-
nection of that Dollar ancestor indicates the -pre-
dominance of the Whigs. He seems to have been a
man of a fine sense of humor, as he told the joke
on himself. So dangerous was it for a.Tory -to be Jeid
seen in the Clinton section that he had slipped back-
fromr the Tory forces by night and Was sneaking along
a lane. All aquiver lest he should be detected;, when
a yearling lying in a jamb of a fence raised up and

and blurted out: “I surrender.” If this ancestor was
a Scotchman or Scotsman, as the nativity of the Dol-
lar ship-master indicates as to the nativity of that ;
family, I must somewhat mﬁdify'my statement that
the non-Mac Secotch of the ‘eastern area of the €ape ' .
Fear section were not Tories. I think that true of -
the lower area of Sampson and Pender, but the Maes

of the Culloden period had penetrated ‘Sampson from

Fayetteville and the earlier Scotch arrivals in cen- '
tral and upper Sampson may have been affected by

the prevailing Scotch sentiments of the Crioss (‘;ENE
section. ' e o

Senator Hoar’s Ignorance,

I challenge Editor Gray to write an article moro
eomprehensive of errors than- that _quoted. :

However, ignorance of Moorels Mk Bridge wag
once almost universal. When Marion Eutler, as
senator, introduced the first. bill in Congress for an
appropriation .for rhe . improyemeni - of the Battle
Grounds at Moore’s Creek Bridge, Semator- Hois, the
scholarly Massachusetis semxopAfJbIt day.. eonfess-
ed-that he had never heard of the.battle before. Yet
there is .no comparison in the-significance of Lex.
ington and Mcore’s Creek. -But it is time thg htl:e!
is recognixed inallits Mﬂeance. 5




