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(After writing the following article, I noticed John
W, Davis's injunction to find the natural law and fol-
low that and all would come well. That I-had al-
ready done, and was convinced ofter the eomplet‘ion
of the article that the Roosevelt New Deal is in fhe
direction of the natural law.) '

Lot's makeé Solomon’s assertion more zenerél by
changing the thense to the present, thus : “The curse
canseless does not come,” and apply it to the state
of affairs existing in our country and in the world
as a whole. _ ;

It will be readily -agreed, I suppose, that the
pursuit jof any course cpmirary to nafjural law,
whether physical, moral, or spiritual, is 3 sum-
cient cause to produce any evil condition, or “ourge”
if vou please. And the corollary that no "t-urse“’
comes otherwise, as Solomon states, will be ac-
(epted without argument, howe
the effect of the violation of law, etermal law, iy
not limited to the violator of that law,

1t may be observed in the beginnihg that man-
made laws in opposition to the eternal scheme  of
things have frequently been the cause of infinite
woes. Agaln, it should be mnoted that buman in-
stincts developed before the origin of society may
often be, and -are, utterly antagonistic to the eter-
pal principles that apply to a sane social order.” In
fact, those instincts, developed, under the primeval
order, are often-the has:s for the destructive man-
made laws. In other words, we find the social world
nndertaking 1o legislafe for 1-tse1f npon, th-e 'bawis of

. lmtinets Antn.gonize Soela.l Law

The cnnsemience is, the primeval praetweq rec5g--
nized as legitimate by a social world though for ages
hurtful to the social order, hdve, as the soecial order
becomes inereasingly complex, become often a boom-
crang to the individualistic promoter of his own
sclfish ends. Since the orga-nization of
vovernment—that is, any government intended to
sk and to perpetuate the good of its citizens as a
whole—there has been a constant warfare between

the individualistic. primeval law and the social law—
ror necessarily the law or laws inaugurated. by so- .

hut the eternal or necessary law of a social
order. That war is still waging. In fact, it is at
i's heigit. Incomplete comfprehension of what a so-
¢ial order implies has for ages disarmed society it-
It and given easy victory in many areas to the
jrimeval law of the individual.

Thus, ag Panl found a war waging within hlmc.elf
letween the “old man” and the ,new man”, and
bimself «doing “what he would not do”, every govern-
went i the world impliedly confessing that it is
¢rected for the benefit of all, has seen the social or-
der overridden, time and again, by the individualist-
{ic order, and whole groups, unable or unwilling to
resort to the primeval iaw of hoof and claw, become
niore the victims of individualists operating under

cirly,

4 quasi social order than they might have become.

in a state of anarchy-—where group could have open-
Iy fought antagonistic individuals “or groups. In
short, the sofial order arrayed, nominally at least,
for the common good has been the vietim of individ-
nalistic snipers not only embodied in the gocial army
ilself but often dominating that army. Whole regi-
ments have been mowed down by ‘“rugged individu-
als” who have happened to conle mpon convenient €co-
nomic machine guns., And the body as a whole has
consented, by hypnotized by the individualistic in-

stinet surviving the day before a social order was

The Evolution of Government,

Farly governments were of three types. T
them probably had the  common {nterest at beart.
The first was the patriarchal or tribal * The. second
was the government due ta the #se of the strong
ni, the “can” man -(Koenig)—itlre ~Kiig, whose op-
portunity arose with the arrival of a menace to his
group. In thi§ case, it depended: ldrgely upon the
vhavacter of the king himself as to what degree of
consideration was given-the mantor citizen in Ben-
cral, but certainly gemerally more than-in the third
type of monarchy, svhere a course of self-aggrancﬁze-
ment gradually seeured fer ome man the autocratic
Lower. As autoerat ‘he mturally ﬁonthmed his ton-
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Unfortunately, however-

that m:ght come

“The Curse Causeless Sball Not Come”

mer course of self aggrandizement, regandjess of the

_ consequences to his people as a whole or as individu- -
als.  The shepherd became a greater menace than

a hundred packe of wolyes. - ~

It was this type of government that become domi-
nant. The only men the monarch favored were those
who could compel his favor. King John, in his meém-
orable “magna charta”, conceded privileges to the
barons. - But it took many years of slow evolution
for the common man of Fngland te gain any recog-
nition, from noble or king, for his’ economie and so¢
c¢ial rights. Fof centuries Europe was at the mercy
of the strong—if not now. The laws made appliea-
ble to the comimon run of men - were made not 80
much for the betterment of the common interest ‘as
for the protection of thé masters’ interests, Gov-
ernment, king or lord, gave not a hoot for the wel-
fare of his peasants or feudal tenants as such, but
chiefly because a certéin degree—~ of welfare was
essential to fheir usefulness in his behalf.

The history ef the struggles of the common folk
to attain a degree of economie and soclal protection
would make volumes, <The “establishment ~of the
American republic was hailed throughout the world
‘as a victory for the people. But; as in"the days of
King John, when the nobles assumed for themselves
the rights of the “peOp!e". in the American Repub-
lie, the aristocratic idea, the peciliar conceptions: of
the rights of class, so dominated, that practices as
contrary to the democratic jdea as that of linpiting
_bhe -franchise to- ‘free-holders or-that of the enslave-
ment of a race prevailed In time the class idea

was elnmmated fm!m the -law books Yet i=t Aemamed U5

-,-,» — S ST e
*t-o hand to- envich or glmifv them-
selves at the expense of the masses, and the lat‘ter to

be submissive to such exploitation.
But the tool for f;elf-agf*randwemvenr wag “often

seized by one of the submerged, who used it as re-
lentlessly as the tyrant to the manner born. And
with the increasing complexity of thd social and
economic regimes, lethal weapons multiplied in num-
per and deadliness as rapidly as did the ‘modern
means of production and transportation.
man of old had first only his own strong arm to raise
him above his peers, and then the ! bows of his un-
‘derlings. To-day he might resort to poison gas,
~And in this complex economic age, the ° rugged in-
dividualist” has at hand every kind of modern wea-
pon which he unhesitatingly utilizes to augment his
wealth or station. The gangster -gtill adheres to
actual physical weapons. That the government
recognizes as a crime, vigorously running down and
penalizing yeges, kidoapers, and mere strong-arm
men. But the wiser “rugged individualist” resorts
to those intangible weapons which he finds ten-féld
more deadly than the sangster- does his bomb or
The peopke are ikilled econs)mioallv, by
¢ poison gas’ And
legitimate
glorified,

i(gat'!f
secret or hidden sprayings of
this the government has conceived as

i .a land where individual initintive is
or perhaps has connived at the erime, or even con-
sorted with the mimmala in concocting the deadly

miasma,
Fortunately. as sm‘ﬂested in the beginning, the
practice, in many cases, has resulted in a booiner-

ang effect, destroying criminal and intended victims
alike. Happily, the distress became so intense and
go general that a -benevolent administration conld
launch a2 “new deal,” either with the consent’ of the
robber barong or by brow-beating them.
The Feonomic Armageddon at Hand. *

Democracy has largely non its political fight—in
legal forms at least, Effectual disfranchisement un-
der - the law or resardless of the law is still ‘to be
eliminated. Similarly, under the euphonious phrase
of “equal 0ppor'hmity » the people have assumed

that they have won their economic rights. But as -

-election frauds, some of which have been wrought

under legally framed methods of proceduxe,, ave .
often proved greater 1njustices to the people than :
any legal restrictions ‘upon the right of franchise

have wrought, so. under the amet.iﬂus platitude of
1al opportuni " the economic ruin of hosts has

“e{]l
been wrought Grant that the vietim of the high--

wayman lfﬁ(! the eqmll apportunity to turn bandit =
pimself—it is too late w!len he finds himself dvmg_

at the hands of him who- deeided to play the trick

“oppressed can do nothing, or will do yiothing, so long

- lists. An economic Ama-geddon seems at

> o 1ob-ﬁte peoxﬂé prmﬁied It is'dom

"I cannot yet conceive that this struggle is more- than

The noble- .

" This cannot, be done so long as those instinets are.

. ance ot benefits- mrﬁomtp o fhe _service._ren-

and gctnally _.be..

first. Yet the Intended vietim of the highwaymen .
does have a chance, say, in a hundmd But he has
not that one chance when-he finds himself suﬂocwb-".
ing in an econemic atmosphere that has been de- :
liberately poisoned by the barons of wealth.” o
‘Alone he is helpless. Yet the whole host ct ltha-._-_

as they have-falled to see ﬁh&t, under the hrpnoﬂz—:-
ing phrases = “equal ~ oppodtmnity,* “nitiative,” -
“;ugged individualism,” etc., they have been vietim-
ized by cpmct:ces that, if not criminal, at least have
no rightful place under a “government of the peo S
ple, by the people and fer ‘the people.” Pt
The government has been alert to punish’ %: Hﬂ{f
who steals from your corn erib or smokeho__se,, bat: P
has_utterly connived at the mc'hlng of millions and
millions from the people as a-ivhole by manipulas- -
tions that vouchsafed no ‘adequate qula—pro quo to'_
Jhem-in return. :
At last, a champion of the people has entered rthe
.1aud.
Upon Chamipion Roosevelf': ‘banner one, may read,
Plenty for the Miasaes Flrst ?- Yonder, on the - op-.
posing banner, you may read : "We Reap 1‘\‘here
We Sow Not.” Alas that we see yonder even ‘the :
bold. and mrmerly invmclble white knight Lind'l!E’rgh s
accoutred wirth a quarter of a million q’éomus stod;'_
certificate from swhich he has contempimte(l exh‘act-‘-
ing from the common wealth of his country fmm-
$10,000 “to $00000 a year in dlvidends without ont
whit ot qu1d pro-quo! 1Indeed, the- opposing. h st
rea; mgludlml r&spedtahnit“ :

of legal forms. »
While the array Is on the field of Annaﬂedﬂon,

] prehmmary one. Neither the leader nor the masﬁes
he champions has conceived the' full iniquities of the
party chamjpioning the rights of ‘rugged 1nd1viduat-
ism.” The leader and those whom he wonld save
from the clutches of ruthlessg greed are, themselvea~ :
still partially hypnotized by the primordial instim.ts
surviving the pre-social age. Not yet are the pro-
ponents of a mew deal award of all ithe m1seoncetp— .
t;ons derived from another age, am age when they ;
were logical, and surviving into an age when tl_ley
cannot direct individual action with safety to pither
the individual or soclety as a whole.
Individualistic Instincts Contradictory

To Wise Social Praetices.

In a itrue or effective social scheme, the individual
ingtinets and prachces must be subordinated to the. - -
social, The slogan of the “Three Lmﬁketeers.”- R
“One for all and all for one,’® must be tke 'prevalling
glogan in a successful- government having as its pro-
fessed aim equal opportunities. The striking effecs
tiveness of the social compact among -the “Three
Musketeers” would have vanished if there had been
any qualifications as to the application of.the slo»
gan. That compact did not permit helpful co-opers(‘* ;
tion on some tasks = or amidst one danger to L
counterbalanced’ or mﬁlid‘led by indiyidual action :
other time# injurious to, or destructlve of, the other
membersof .the compact. A soclal compact: which
every: ﬁmhiie goverhment must be in this en~
lightened age, must not permit individualistic pra .
tices which nullify the terms or. purpo.ses of tllé ;
compact itgelf. T
Primordial Instinets Must Be Suppmssed

Or Controlled. - - "

Insecurity, the mother of greed, covetousmqa ad
the hoarding instinct, must be xop!nced by securit!-; 3

given free rein. One man in ften choosmg to live
by the rules of hoof and claw dnd nnhindem in-
that mode of life can thwart the efforts of a n.ation
to secure economic justice. for ihe masses or an q:o--'
pomie equality based.apon heneﬁts rendered t.he 80-
clal bndv or rea&y to be. rendered if opportunity be
provided.

The prm-ision ot this oppor'"unqu and tho a,ssm-

bernalxstic




