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" Chatﬁng About Chathamy
; ' (contmueﬂ frem page oxé) "

The idea was to ﬁ!!
out wheiher the prolifi¢ growth of the present comes
from primit.n'e trees or from those taLeu into the
“hills by settlers, The cedar in those hills spreads
mpidig. . On.the. flats of eastern Norih. Carolina . the
seeds lie. where they fall. But up there, the rains

wash_them down. the hills and, thus they are. carried

into. the streams. The cedar is also easily scattered
-l'rv birds. The jnquiries were not satlsfactory_ 3 yeb

1 bave seen no evidence in the woods of such aged- -
", eedars .as.those at the.Jones homestead, .. ..

... President Hooper of Wake Forest.
- Wilkiam iFlgeper,: a: son’ of*the - yimn'g-- couple’ that
seqtled at Chapel Hill hecame- ones iof the-efrly-presi-
dent;sr of Wake 1Forest : College. The' idea‘ for™ th?

'Jeshlﬂim ofs i Baptist college had its’ ineeption

4t & meetig ' of « the ~Baptist State Convention“-at
Rives” Chapel- church  in -western  Chatham, Just--a
jittle. over a humdied years ago. .

The - Hoopers: and ‘Joneses were Episeopalians. 'Ih
Jfact, Bdward Jonmes was a descendant  of : Bishop
Jeremy Taylor; one of the mos: famdus and- - litbraey
«of .4l the  Foglish eburehmen. But the-younger
‘Willinm Hoobper had becomeé dissatisfiéd with'- the
doctrine” of  infant’ baptism -and become -a gaptist
Thus Wakei Forest- College had as one of'its‘earliest
presidents, the second, I believe, a. descendant of -the
.great -Bpghish ‘ churchman. But when I -have. heard
‘Dr. Tagler and Dr. Wm. Reyall quote Jeremy' Tay-
“lor, I am  wondering if they were aware that-a
descendamt of “his had been a predecessor of Dr.
Taylor as president of the college.

After Heeper's service at Wake Forest, he re-
turned to ChapeliHill. The mother of Louis: Graves
i% his _grandﬂaﬂghter; Louis his great-grandson. ~1t
was-with*them~that I visited the site of the Edward
.Jones home+in the Chatham woods, conducted: there
by.my friend Zeb Dark, whose family was a neighber
of the Jones family. Louis Graves thus has within

his, veins -strains of the blood of the great c¢hureh-:. -

man Jeremy Tayior and of the Signey, William
Hooper. And through the wife of Jeremy Taylor
he is of HEnglish royal descent. Is there any. wonder
that he is making one of the most interesting. papers
in North Carolina and is one of the finest.spirits in

the State=—even if lle is not. as saintly as. his: bishop

aneestor? —
- The Alstons Again_ .

If I had kasown that I should have the pleasure
of spending a night the next week in the home of
Alston near Pittsboro, I would have re-
frained  from attemping a sketch of the Alstons in

‘the April 1 number of The Voice, in connection with

the name of Mr. Edward Alston of Warren county,
By the way, I forgot to mention the fact that that
‘gentleman prides himself upon being a member of: the

-~ Sans of the American Revolution.
guest in the heme. of-

I had mever hefore heen a.
-Lacy. Alston. I had stopped once or fivice and chat-
_'.ted with him and Walter Siler gt Mr, Siler’s rustic
feet from the
Alston residence. I had talked.with. him scores-of
times on lhe street .of Pillsboro.
realized that Lacy is a walking history of Chatham
county. T was not aware of the rich stere of heir-
‘looms$ in that old ‘home. There ave the oil paint-
beginning with “Chatham

. Jadk.” The -very ¢ook that served the table,is the

sirEh in descent from Bokara, a slave whem “Chat- .

.-laa.m‘ Jaek” bonght from a slave shJ.p at Charleston
a century anﬂ i EH# ago,
In fact, I learned so many interesting things that

. T cannet refrain from.again -developing the -Alston

theme,

The -oﬁgiﬁalsﬂaﬁfax .settler had moved ' from one
of . the loWer counties. His home - of ..stone, -with
-plastering s+ Hafe as flint stil-stands.in . western
Halifax. H.lq Jnumerous sons ‘settied in Hahfax and
Warren.

“thé Court ‘Wikcox of ' Mbore ‘oné of these dd¥s ' and
“writhig a1 article “uponi the history of that® Horse

“Shod Behd. -Suffice it to say here that Philip Alston

‘4ter® movéd-atvay to Temnessee,to a granf of  9:000
déres-of land ‘which had been given' him' by’ the Na-

tiogtl governfitent. On that tract the City of Nash--

‘ville stafidg and in the aréa the home of I’hillp
‘Alsten:
*" Aunbther of the sons of the Halifax patriarch had
settléd at Pittsboro or thereabouts. His ‘déscent, if
any; ha$ also disappeared. That is the way of the
Alstons, In England on the estate of Odeéll Castle,
“which was the home of “Baron Alston, who attainéd
“that title in” 1642, under Chérles T, there aré left
just-en old mih of 8% ‘ahd his datighter of 20-6dd.
‘Lacy is the only malé of the lue in ‘Chithai, aifd
‘Miss" Hathi® his" cousin, thie ‘only’ female; - ekceépt

But I had . never .

_the Alston home at present,

PHIFD, probably-the-eldest, moved tq the °
‘FioFse SHo& TNACof’ the Deep, in' Moore county. It
wh s hisihom& which wiw atteckad by Fanning: But
‘T am” comritifig-upon- visitiug: thit spot-with' Clerk of |

, Mrs. D. B. Nooe; who
Captain Alston and his ni D T dey s

=y SavEind &

m'eoi.“(‘,lm:’i”!"Mﬂ'l‘;iiga"r .m‘d-h!te* v Chats"
pam. Miss Hattie
family of" Governor Alstén

oly disappeared” also.”
f:lj:;en::;;%ﬂﬂy zreateat of all § %uth Carolina planta-
tions lay em the Waccama“ Rn er, On itﬁ course
from our Laké W&ec&m&v# tﬁ‘&mrgbtﬁwn Bay, was

q sof - South" 'Cai&int has

- not-only the father of- Gevernor Thomas . Alston,

who married the ill-fated Theodosia Burr, but, the

father-in-law. of Senator Hayue th-e orator who S0

sufficiently, to the Soqthern m‘ind a.nswered Daniel _

Webster's .famous orations m the Wbbster-Hayne
debate. - -
How’ “C‘haﬂlam Faek?- ca'nié and Pébswea
“Chatham Jack”  was d “much -younger- brother, a
half-bvother; I believe, of Colenel : Philip of theiHorse

Shoe Bend.-, Laey's: best -figuring has’ fixed his’ com-
ing to-Chatham from ‘Warren or Halifax -in": 1800,

Golouel - Philip had probably .gene' .to Tennessee at .
that date. -Apyway, in 1800 “Chatham  Jack" listed

nothing in/ Chatham county except-$20;000-in. cash,
which was, premnnably, the funds--received: for his
Warren. or Halifax property. - He'was, however, -ac-

guainted in this.section,- “having' visited -his brothers
" and ' made acquaintances among - the elite of neigh-

boring counties: A Jetter is extant. whifh was writ-
ten by’ Colontl Mebane to Jack Alston, in Wwhich: the
Colonel told of his‘eapture by Famming-and his-im-
prisonment at Wilmington. “Chatham Jaek” :must
have been a mature man swhen he-moved-to (?hat—
ham.

A" 25,000:Acre Estate; ¥

:Thah-$20,000'-went into “lands and -slaves and a
home. The -time came a comparatively - few  years
later when he listed 25,000 acres of land. He got

grantg on the Pittsboroe-Siler City road and' bought -
everything ~he could bétween the tracts.” Only the,
Nettles and one other tract could not be added té.
his ‘domain and broke its’ ten:mile* stretel “from’ four-— Pon iz dn ‘Thrie.

miles of ' Pittshoro to about the same distance’ from
the present.Silér City.
Bladen  and’ Chathitm Join ' Hands

I am writing upon the eve of the' bicentennial

celebration of the "folmdmg of Eladen county and 'it
ic. fit'ing: to show how Chatham 1~earhed down' into
that county and- brought -some of its finest tréas-

ures back. The: grandfather -6f° Lacy -A_isttm and of. |
the' decerised Mfs. Walter «D.-Siler went down: iuf-u..

Bladen and; marrie(l ‘a l{iss Eloyd, who ‘was a: grnnﬂ'k
dauvhter of General Browh, -of the Battle" ‘of "Eliza=>
bethtowu and “Toly Hole” fame.

the celebeation: at Elizabethton on &pﬁl 7' featarés
the. Brown story. ‘And yonder in thatf Alston hoie
is the: picture of the General and of This magnificent
home on the west bank of the Cape Fofu in- the
lower tlp end of Bladeu, for which the brick were
Lrought - from England. ‘And there stands a great

dining room is fonnd the very dining- table that: the
large family of ! Lleyds, daughter and grandéhildren
of General Bro“‘n _used ‘in’ their  Bladen home,
That. table is a treasure in itself. It is aividea
into threwmﬁons, totalin 15 or 18 ‘feet in length.
Only .one of the sections serve as a dining:table for
{The other .seetiouy - sit
in .other quarters of the dining hall. Readers,:the

mahoganv ‘boards. of that fable measure two-fee& >

breadth' I measured them. %
That bedstead and - iable  shounld be..on. exhibit at

. Elizabethtown on April- 27,

But all the feeasures .are not of Bladen origin.

grandfather-in . 18"6 in Philadelphia,
if you want to. contrast.these dayg . with those of a
bundred years.ago, see Young Alston driven down to

‘Fayetteville in his carridge or riding down herse- -

back™and- there taking a boat for—Wﬂming%fm— Adn
Wilniing%on he must. fnd’ shipping to Philadelphia.
Thére, having bought the furniture, the finest of ma-

s’ brother lives elaewhere The

Cohﬂmel VR Alston,

Ong of' the niost”
notahle ieatures of tihe ‘grand pageant prvp'mng for

GeneraL GPW?“ marﬂé’d; @ sister of Lacy.
* granQfathér,’ a‘ggam&; of*Chatham Jack.”
In the: sanﬁa mmﬁity, lived the DeGlaﬁvuum,\

- yust when they caméato Chatham-and how the, are

: mmneete‘tl Wﬁl 'the mmﬂ :Who: settled New anu
JThaven't Jearned, The Baron left no chilqpey, i
North Carclina, I belie\e Probably all ty,, "
Glaﬁeumidts in. this c&tmtny are of the Chathyy,
‘stock. The e{}ftor of the. Shre\ eport morning Paper
when I lived in Louisiana: Was a DeGraffenre; o
BS told me that- “his - aneesfry lived back in Norty
Carolina. Afte1 the extinection of‘g,w Chatham fam.
ﬂy, thére “has”cofie from anothéi’ State one t,
sﬁe in the old home throsigh martying Mrs, Jord, an,
oRD: of the Peay sistﬁrq, whose {athm came wy frogy
Sou‘h Carolina and hought the old Def.rnnuuult

honie.

Al

“The ‘Honié: of Small’ Fakmers, ~

But, after all, the" welﬁﬂly t&mfﬁes of (hqtham
as i all p.nrts .of .the S‘O‘nth were “far. oufnumiwuq
by the  poor.. Chatﬁﬂm his: bf.'?l.l and is the home gf
-small farmers _ 9! have f’-'ﬂug'ﬁf 2D in recent
years, but the old’ county is’ the ﬁufural Labitat. o
ihe smail farmer and hére ‘one Wil find a PUCSLETGRS
people, on a smal] scale,” ‘when® ot‘her sectiony haye
problems we know: ‘notrof a8 yét,’ as many as are the
111'eheht ones. o
towns.” Italélgh, Ulllhﬁhi,*'@ﬂpel I‘iln Burlingtoy;,
h:aham, Greenly
wﬂm fan. m«]ﬂveé‘iﬁﬁﬂr&h& heart of the County,
Ore hundred--and-fifty thousands of urban' popuiatiop
*will -afford ‘a- market-for -the: poulirr, dairy products,
and other produce of: thé“‘eoh’ﬁty

mtﬁﬂ'?Mm ‘Names,

I -am ‘taKing+up: tov much >space with he st o
the old ~county,: hut one canuet:get the flavopr
‘Chdtham without knowing thati here at I'itshoy
'_=_m-:£1§@»the’ hisfbi'."‘mikingf- family of Manlys: the
:ér-ﬁteamans:, -the Mannings, the. Leondous, Jacksons,
‘Tunine!q Hanghtons, :Thiies, and :Hills. BMps 13, W
“Mrs.t H. A London a Jackson,
her-ether a daughter. ot Governor Worth. (at
ham ‘is said to have been' the residence of (‘aptain
Riakély, of navalrfame, whorerfate and tha: of his
“vessel is one of/the unsolved preblems of the 17, o
Navy. )

Chatham' a:€ounty .of Diversified : Endus’ iies,

(‘hatham ‘has no  large town. Conseyuen ‘- one

-cannot readily conceiv.e tlm \ariety of 1y instries

harhored .in the, county It wag Ghathams eoal thab
—‘bmlgint"t.l r&ﬂmad‘ no¥th fio ’Fﬁj‘r‘ettévill
- the war of the ﬁlxtieq“t,o ol{f Egypt, now . Cumok,
However, that mine and’ \'iITage are now in Lee.
_.&ft#r the war of the sixtiés the raflroad was pushed
ACTOSS the Deep to (xnlf, au!rl that \‘ﬂ]‘lp;(' became 2
dppm of supplies for 4a large area. Amony ihe
prosperous merchants of that heydey of Gult was
young “John ‘M, "McIver. About 46 years ago. l,
then classed as an okl hnvht‘lm married Mis. Luis
Amderson, a toather of the miter who was g sistef

four-poster bedstead of mahogany which a century ~of the Rev. Neill .A AHﬂEI‘!Oll one of the Sonth’s
-and 7a' half Ago stood in the Brown mansion. ‘T was® Totable l’résh!’férian mmisbem before his  deaih
tempted to ask to be let sleep in that bed.  In. the three or four years ago.  When I went to Chatham

"it'was a pleasure to meet’ John ‘M. McIver, Jr., who
sueceeded  his fathrer as’ merghant and phntm il

...Gulf. During- my residence in:€hatham both Mrs.

‘Méiver and’ Dr. Awderson ‘died. Theé latter gave me
my - first * lésson * in* Latin -fitty ~yeais ago next fall
Gulf is stifl ‘a high‘toned community. It is about the
=most -dis*inetly Scoteh’ in:the, county. Here live the
“Mudréhisons, Hflls, Deverenx, Kniglits,: Oldhams, ev.
“Gedrge L. Merrill, who was a (llgnined senior when
* 1 éntersd: Wake+ Fﬁéﬁtﬁn*lsﬂﬂ' §PLY ‘Tyner, a na-
Ve of lea!ulﬂhm Balmers. - Gulf -has . the
best -ratlroad “faeHities of: any. toywn. ins (‘imtham he-
ing the* }m,ehon ‘peiat: of  the. Norfolk Southern and

See this sitting  room fumttuye—bought by Laey.gﬂ...ﬂlﬂnlﬂq C..F.:&-Y. V. . Coal;{s.at. hand and a’ apent
Imagine: now,"

Liek. and:tile | plant, - but’ both : the , mines “and ' the
plant are oui; ot-eemmisgion. “But ' one da\ Gulf
‘sHould bhe the si.te of  facteries..

-On - -the southWest corner is: gmthel gu-ul hl iek
plant, at ~Brickhaven. Nearby towers . the highest
“smiokd. stal"k in the»&hh.‘; ﬂmt-of the great; auxiliary

= <steam - plant: of Ehie: Carolina Power Sceligpt (o

hogany, and a talt glass vase-fke" concdrn’ fn Wwhinir~ 'pany,; erected. at a- cost thm before that con:

to set lighted candles when used -in-ihe wim;l the
purchases ave billed to Fayetteville by boat. “Home "
by the sameé route; those things arve eonvéyed “hy
wagon from Fayetteville to the Chatham™ hoime.=
‘There is the mahogany and there the candle vase—=.

without a shiver,
Geéheral’ Cotteri.

A little to the south of the present Alston. home
stood the residence of Geheral Cotten, Even some
of the' Piftitsboro folk locate the home of the CGeneral
at the Carmey Cotten place, two miles. north of
Pittsboro. - Carney Cotten was a son of thé General,
who got his tit'e from being adjutant-géneral of the
State He ser\'t-ﬂ as a- colonel in" the “’PXICE!D. \\ar

daughter. Fred C. Williams. and sisters, Mrs. Greg-

"oty and’ MPs, Duncan, -ate -his” great-gréﬁdchdﬂmn.

pany - had.a: *snmlus of " water”power, {)nlv in very
dry . seasems’. can - it be worth .a -centy bt Chathan
- zuthers i big. - tanes x\n&m it oweater  powe!
*iﬂﬂﬂts*'prmlu&e elw.tric murent bt‘l""‘rﬂln.v the stem

- plant, the. (*omiﬂlﬂ‘y does: not ‘need them since the
a fragile thing of glass that has endured 108 years -

erection - of . the Yadkin .Ri\:erlphl‘m‘ Tp ak Niler
City as fine bedroom and parlof—furniture ax AWy
of ug. néed is produced in quantity,-and chairs, and
ofice equipments’ galore, wasfi™boards, brooms. and
cotton yarns in ahnndnnee it Bynum also is #
yarn mill that has lost as ﬁtﬂe timie in the last ten
years-as any cofton’ mill in the’ ‘Sf:afe 1 believe. This
is under the oversight of M. A~ H Lnntlon with Mr.
George Moore as eupeﬂlﬂghdeht._ At P1tt-hrll" i
label Dlant prgduees mimhné of c]oﬁling labels, it
another stoby s ?ﬁﬁ'ﬂ‘for that plant. Chatha®
reproduces - timber' faster ﬂmﬂ 'nj; other section 1

dhatham s S0 urrounded by thrivigy

khgw ‘Qanfartl--.ue ali .

duving




