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' THE STATES" ﬁm' OB} DUNN'N. C.

As Bladen county, mether or grand-
mother of Harnett Lokht! and 54 oth-
or North Carolina mtml.ies,umw_
ting “its 200th - emBiverSary, it Seems
{itting to publish the brief’sketch - of
the counnty’s histqrﬁmg by Hec-
tor M. €lark for the Bi-Centennial edi-
tion of the,, BENEHFournal, It fol-
lowse, but ‘only that part which ig‘ of
more general’ interest : gy

The, €ape’ MWM n
~Farly:

Bladen county: stettIet;enth._.

and development are bound ,as that of .

all other sectioms, iny modes of trans-

portation and coummhuatwn In the

day ef settlement of the county, riv-

ere were the -only' means of carrying

commerce in quantitiesiand to any ap-

preciable distance.'” The movement of

all products was towardssgeme water

conrse. Hence the settlement of Bla- .
den along Cape Fear and*South riv-
¢rs, The Cape Fear being much d#re-
or, attracted more o fthe early settlers,
put along both rivers the early set-
tlers patented lands,-developed plan-
tations, built their colonial " homes,
owned slaves amd ecame’ to. be what we
rovere as the aritoeracy.” The peo-
ple who lived some considerable: dis-
{ance from the rivers were said to live
in the “backwoods.”

Attempts were made in 1732 in the
General AssemDbly to  erect two new
“precinets”.  Onslow and:Bladen, real-
Iv cquivalent to counties. These at-
fempts as well as others in 1733 were
unsuecessful.  When' the matter was
hronght before the eouncil in Edenton
it wae again declined and it was said
“In Bladen there are not over three
frecholders, Nathaniel' Moore, Thomas
Jones and Richard Singletary, and not
over 30 families, including these free-
lolders.” “The proposal was  finally
passed November 11th; 1934, and sign-
¢d by the Governor March 1st, 1735.

At the same time it was provided
that land grants ‘might be'paid to the
(‘rown in commbd‘lﬁes" at prices fixed
come iof which -are: ‘Rice 10 shillings
per Im’mﬂhdm. to be fit for ‘the Buro-

pean Tharket; well’ dvessed deer-dkins, “iMéRee;’ John Gibbs,' “Thomas Thomas

2, shillings rﬁnd § pence-peripound; to- -

bacco at- 8 -pence-and; 4 shillings .per ..

pound, (the latter from Albemarle -

connty only.)

A letter addressed bv a miqsionary
nf the Church of Enﬂantl to thef Bis-
hop of London is “indicative ' of 'the
character and:-dispoésition of:the-early
settlers of: Bladen. '*He . urged - +that
“thirty pounds- be paid-to. some: ‘gsober
clerayman to be ‘sent:over to Bladen
precinet, where. thesGovernor is. settled
at Brunswick (mow. Brunswick coun-
fv) and where he tells me in his neigh-
borhood are people well disposed to
join with him" in making up &‘hand-
<ome maintenance.” . The requiréement -
that the.clergyman be sober, and the
(ispesition to contribute probably- ac- ;.
commts for the - type . of citizenship
which the county has-always boasted
of.

First Court ' House

I 1738 the first court house was
located in Flzabeth. © It is' said 'that
the lecation was sabout 3 iniles up the
river from the:pnesent site:of Hliza-
bethtown ‘at & place ~which : is yet
known as Court . House Landing.
Whether this is_true. I.do not know,
hut Mrs. John MecDowell has.a large
key, evidently very old, and it is re-
puted, to be the key to' the old court
house which stood ' -at- €ourt’ “*“House
Landing.
exhibited with many .other interesting
relics on the day rof ithe celebration.

Magisteates ' In. 1i38- .

The names-of the magistrates com-
missioned in 1738 will be of interest
as many of them are ulentlﬂed with
present day fdmilies, plantatinns and-
localities, * They 'were: Matthew! Ro-
wan, Roger " Adnams, Thomas’ ‘John-
ston,” William™~ Forbes; Thomas Logke,
Nathaniel - ‘Moore, ©'William? Maxwel,

John (layton, James : Eyon, John
Grange, - Griff  Jones, Hugh Blanning,
Samuel--Woodward, Robert “Hamilton,
Joe Davis,

* Covmties’ Ok Off

In 1748 the people of the-Pee 'Dee

asked that- a -mew - county ‘of :Anson

e formed. It was represented -tHat: + particula

they had 800" “families, .and they
claimed ‘that ~the .Court . House -of
Bladen was 100- miles diﬂ.g.j;ant ‘from -
them. Anson ‘wds B}me"

and -again in 1952 ,Sw r7siice' was
taken to ferm* ousgg‘%‘mtﬁ

of 55°N. C. Cous

“Elizabéthitown),. Robert Howe, Hngh

" Robeson, Jr.,
‘Ma#tin ‘Colville, James Council, Thom-

“Douibtless - thm key will""be

slggnor -Owen was aman

vAn -order was madg: in 1761 for: the *
-laslrli:g out' of a'tewn in:Bladen to.be
.ca Cross Creek, “for. =
of the back i o Mﬂﬁﬁt
ince.” The location was and i
: s the
head of navigation' of the Cape Fear '
river. “*Dohubtless the ' “town  was laid
“"out forithé convenience of “the” pedple ¢
‘upieountry whi hghied ‘their ‘Produce -

' toithe nearest ‘pdint:Wwheré it evuld be

-sHipped by water: to; a'-seaport.

- Oourﬁ‘ﬂbtmd"!lohd

'/'The . 'General “~ AgSenthly “of 1774
‘named commissioners” to build a eourt
‘house at Elizabeth andto-#emove’ the
caunty court to.the county town. It

/may be:that his was the first. action _

taken‘toward the removal of the court
house to ‘which I have Yeferted. "In
April 1778 the Assembly ordered-that a
court house be “-built-- at'* Hlizabeth
Town ‘after it was found ‘that 'the com-
‘missioners: appeinted to this::duty:in
1774 had failed to discharge their
trusts.  William - Salter, - Abraham

Barnes and James Clardy. were .named

to let the contract.

i30ec At -Capture 5
Although' Bladen was. sparsely set-
tled - when the TRevolutionary War
came in July, 1775, there were 300 of
the Bladen Militia in the capture of
Fort Johnson below Wilmington. They
witnessed the departure of 'the last

.Royal Governor; Jésiah' Martin, when

he found refuge 'aboard s British ves-
sel. Details of:the Battle of' Hliza-
bethtown and -other. engagements: in
which: Bladen county patriots fought
heroically will be written by some
other.
- Méimbers House Commons

The' Bladen members of the House

of Commons of ' the General-  Assem-

“bly:in the colonlal period from -1934-

35 -to 1775 were:’ Hugh'!' Blanning

..John: Dolleson,:8ir: Riehard: Emerh‘ard,k

William Forbes, - William »Bartram tariff act prepared with: Ro
2l bt. J.Whal-
Thomas ' Robesén, Joseph €lark, Isaac . ker ! ; -
£ i Seeretgry‘ of m@msu;x

“Jones (who dedicated . the land .o
Wiiddell, " "Joseph “Williams, " William

mbeaon,h;fohn'mmn% Willjan Salter
and James White.i":Int the/ ' Provinelal .
Gongresses, 17451776 ~the’ “wddlegites -
were: Williane Salter, Walter Gibson,
James White, Thomas .Owen; Thomas
. Nathaniel Richardson,

a$ Amis. b

"Robeson Is Cut' Off
. Inf 1786 Robéson' ‘county was' formed
out of .Bladen/‘andiin’ 1788 the&” Great

 Swamp seetion:was -atdded: ta: Robeson.

So great a slice was taken by Robe-

son .that it is.mnow often ~caled - the

State of Robeson.  Inj 1782 a part of
‘Bladen was given to Cumberland. In
tig]) parts or all of the courities” of An-
gon, ~Brunsw 1ck Colul‘nbu&f Cutwber-
land, - ©range “‘dnd “Robeson. “ANl ‘of
them have. produced the" fidest 4ype of
citizenship and. have developed .and
prospered. They:have: furnished to.the
gtate and hation great. statesmen, and
{Idstrious ‘men -and, women. . W orthy
dawnghters of a Toble mother.

“7Phe ‘Federal census of 1700 ~ gave

Bladeni 837 free white males - ‘overi116
. years -and”830-under 1 “16; f 1863 rifree

white females; slaves *IGTG
After'War

Chaotic conditions existed" through-
out the country after;the ngtution-
ary war prmplpalls beemise -the.. na-
-tional, ‘State and local’ gq‘fethﬁiénts
had not become well u’rdéreﬁ- “Until a
gemblance of onders was - obtained and

- definite :policies “were ‘advaneed’ there
. WAS ‘DO. Progress; and people weré‘con-

cerned. not withe development: ‘but swith -
existence. When: recovery began. gen-
erally, Bladen Qecured its fair share
“and its pedple depended largely on the
'prodﬂcﬁon of tar,:‘pitch; ‘turpentine,
‘staves; ‘hegdings, ;shingles and lumber.
+The ghipment of these products was by

- yiver to- Wilmington

+John Owen; “Our ‘Govertor
In 1828 Bladen’ totinty furnished its
first and only' Governor to the rstate
‘swvhen!John Owen® was':elegted.! Gov-
of:great ability.

v+ ‘Adtdressing the' General ~Assembly: .-he

Sound and ~ the

lbemarle
sbetween. & :fe  Ks§éinbly .

~qgeean. He .laid before
what. Was. peing don€’ i ‘New “York,
New Jergey and” New Englan@ in ‘the
ad&ools: -and’ urged-that it*was o Palse -

3 gﬂﬁm jof seconomy Which held the

—n

lllyl.bltants of the Prov-

hiinds:of  gur- Egislators from anh-

lishing publié #chools. He pleadet¥ for °
relief against unhealthy conditions in
-tlre eastern coumties, .-and attributed
-~ the . condition. to :the. want of drain-
age, : His. Proposed remedy was that
the ‘state own its own 'slaves and™fse
' them in’ cléaning out"the rivers for :
“transportation' ‘lﬁld ‘in* draftitng “the *
swEmp-landsin the'east. “Governor

71 OWen'imusti-have'desply’ apprecliited -

*’tlm falue ‘of rtransportasion in-develop-

o » Atrthatnsime;-wien Tailroads
awere new:he pwopesed : that a commis- .

4 aign be appointed. to ascertain the costs”
of .the Fayefteville ‘and Yadkin "fail-
road.

"T'wo "years before the' expiration of
IGévernor ‘OwWens ferm he enteredithe !
rrace=against Fodger Mangumsfor athe
“‘Ynited- Stdtes: Senate. - During: ax:
-ter ‘camp@ign. Mangum . wrote. a letter
. to :Owens-challenging him to a: dual.
_Th_e challenge . was later withdrawn
and Owens retired from the Face.:

‘Information from a “t&liable source

“is “that’
Owernd by ‘Jadgs Mangum- was:breusht :-
iabout' by* John “Chavis; a remarkable
megro, whose: life: finds no parallel. -On
* a wager that a negro eould not be
‘educated he was -sent . to
University.., He completed his educa-
tion and returned to Granville county
near the Wake ¢ounty line. -iHeWwas
licensed to preach in-the' Presbyterian
chutch -and ‘preached to both whites
-and' - blacks. VAt the ' same fime he
opened a school where! he taught the
-whites ‘during:the day and negroes at
~night. Among the products of his
school .one became Governor of' the
state, another became. United States
Senator, two of his students were sons
" of (‘hlef Justice"Henderson.

s James I, Meliay
James I, McKay . of . Bladen was
elected to the United. States Congress
in'“1834." He became chairman:-of the
Commiteee” of Ways and Means, and
=’was an‘acknowledged tatiff expertsHis -

“fon' ‘éani -be- gained by Treference to his
“will; ‘which “was “hdfitted tosprobate

- {1855, | i oné“itenr he deviaed»ﬂell—

' ’:funtxﬂhmﬂon-—mwm neat, Eliza
' bethtown--tot his-vife, ‘Bliza Ann Mec-
¥ Kay, dtmhf'g hértwidowhood *then *“in
.. trust, for the county..of:Bladen on the
express-condition: that the said‘planta-
«tion shall be used as an.expériddiital
‘farm, and that the poor of theieoun-
* ty, ind, poor  and' ifidigént orphans,
who' ‘are'‘diréeted’ by law' to bewbound -
out; "sionld be Wept; Lmai.ntained .and
~emiploved ‘on lsaid ‘“iplstation  under

~‘guch' rules: imnd régnldtions’ a¥ “the
.. comnty -eourt shall pregetibe.” * In"an- '

. other; item--of .the. wiltshis @xécutors
. were directed. to:hire out certain slaves
for 2 or 3 years to taise a«findtifor

tHeir trapgportation to the free.colony

", of "Eiibéria;'and to take rejuisiteameans
“for+their tra¥sportation under. the. di-
-+ pection-and: patrenage ofithe Coloniza-
#ion--Society. ;
' Railrdads’ Comé In
“ About this time & netv form.of-trans-

“iportation’ was' beeoining's popular.
wadgidestined “the' change’ would ‘trend

ghe- growth -and rdevelopment of the

counties. .- Especially: did -it erfeé: Bla-
den in halting growth .along the rivers.
Railroads were building. &' W¥ilm-
ington, Charlotte and Rutherﬂrrd +Rail-
“‘'way was chartered in’ 1853. .+ Building
‘gtarted from ‘Charlotte and;the road
véached “the point- - to-"where a. town
- was located. */Phig town is Abbotts-
-burg''and*is -named’ inhonor of Jo-
seph C..Abbotts, who came along ' Wwith
the railroad in 1863 and estdbiished a

1 1drge Wiber Basihess. 'S Almost at:once
i, Abbettshmrg "became the largest:#own
in. Bladencounty. :: For+several years
..the~railroad. company. maintained.. its
shops there. . They were removed after
“‘the line reached ‘Wilmington in 1873.
«After ' the
“lother towns“‘grewup'‘along “the Hne.
ii: Initghort- order” Biadenbero, “‘ClaFkton,
‘“Counciliand'sthertowns began to'grow.
#The ~railroads: attracted: freight--and
: frem -the
. rivers. i During the. next fifty -years
the. pqqple looked on the railroads as
“‘the arteries of commerce. Consequently
““the towns' along “the 'railroads grew
“gnd “the' surroutding” ‘cdtmty‘wns “de- "

+yeloping ‘rapidly. _t

“the “'ehalénge  of “Governor

Princeton '~ |

es and ma&ms %

@ Arstreonsin o HotH ' :
msmmmmdmm i
. three  westesnmiost: ‘-nnhnﬁe&ﬂ'of H‘l‘ha g2

It

rhifréad” ‘came’ through

-
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i

+: Arehie: MM inown

% ti s thousdnds of friend: "%@m
Graham. Aparttromhiasu ol ean-
didacy a few year§ ago for represen-
. tativé from."Sampson ‘¢ounty to the
General “Assembly, he ‘“has’' féver be-
fore sotght political” ﬁbﬂ!ﬂhﬁ‘"‘ﬂow-
~ ever, heé Nag” been distinguished as a
je ‘ember ﬁnﬁmﬁi’

" Board; "Which”

school * fiinds ‘a "ﬂié
districts under the T6¥ii ;
as a.member - ot;:the W* *ﬂmol
lute

M.EI-.

4 Gy

e te

contml over- ‘thel“.ﬁtl_ﬁ%s ‘school . fands -

under  the new T Ag'a” m’ﬁiﬁor
‘0f both ‘budies, Ele has s" : y.
and shown a high* dégred ot ﬂfbﬁ
‘“horse-sense,

“iMp, "Gegham;ithe: messmy.imb

bit- .. Gengressional “tace ~of the Bhird: dis-

¢ trict-is- a-son: of thre iate: idst ighly
- esteemed. -Dr. Graham;, who~:practiged
for decades at ‘Wallace, Duplin. consty.

‘His mother was one of the dil-
tinguished Murphy family of _Pender
“éotfnty. - His ¥ésidénce’ as’ a'“ldwyer
“hag Abeen Gllnton

iff :

At

i

i

be adibdged trom the fact‘__l

. Third. district. -
. The mtellectunlity, of MH? ﬂmham,

‘g0’ far as heredity determinea‘ it, may,
“ATEnie™ is &7 fricndly- fetlow,. ppts
GoR” nGl Rirs: mkes no" Pretéiiiions to
» flowery Fatoryybut is- n “HEWENEht
worker. . The editor of The Véice

- knows: Archi€ Geaham und -Wowsat
..he. s sthorpighlydépehdible. f~Fhe¥o

-‘---;,__ r

.. Was.: no.. trouble:- absutr coleétingifor

.the hundreds; of -legal.adverieaments

iHea " is’mérémre :

“pliblished for: him, in the old’Satspion

HPyemocrat. ' When he, got ready tg.pay,

~he-Wotid Somé thto the office™ éall "for

téfided: ty: pay” 4hd 8um “tHemia
-swrite o olreck:for #he total. ‘PYneNaE
. pespectrheshastanlyrone mdtch:

“ygh@Shook; cHedit thibse ™ oiiaried h‘e“m- ‘

. writer mpormnem -nd that*is"Wile .

.Bp,rber s.of . Piftsbaro.— . Theyizaeid
* whethet. they had collected or not—
not Téaving,” as Some lawyers:do, de-

+hotiileir  clients* had~ been* ~Feflorted
ras mponslble. o)
« "that isythe kind Lof“‘mnn»ﬁ\chfe ra-

‘gpite alpigense of Juiltice,” the' phpers td
Tosé+item§*fotr ‘Wwhich the Tawyers #hd

.ham .is, but he-has some mighty gled

men runming, against- him ;-and :.$he
" Democratic voters of the Thuﬂwdistﬂci
' '-mll ha‘e to do thelr own choodm;.

igfeiintnett Gounty
- riDemoeratic Primmry;June 2/-1034
#Mr.+Ross by nature!and! training
.has . the qualities; of -head and heart
‘which will insure the mninmmnee.nl
the high standards the people.of the
~ Fourth~Judiélal District™ ‘are nei-ua-

mwmr 5
_ Paviett ContyBets
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