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SOME HALIFAX COUNTY HISFORY

Enfield and Halifek Scstos of Masy Esfy
dress Upon Willie Joties dnd John Paul

‘Events-<Dr. T. ‘W. V‘Mi.oﬁ’s ’Rdﬁeﬂt A:’"
Jones at Unveiling ‘of ‘Markers to ‘Them “at

; Halifax a Few Weeks Ago.

~The -records “of ‘no- county in North - €arolina are
more redolent of-Bistoric intefest thsn Fialifax. iPhe

~points of interest in-these records-are- of state-wide

" significance, and several of them of national and in-

“t&rnational interest. 'The launching of John Paul
Jutes ~into’ €he - val coutests ‘of * the “Revolutionary
Wiir. dbfichs Tibt ofily ‘Adifetica ‘but ' Bagland and
France as well. And no Revolutionary character in
North Carolina had a deeper or more Wwidely ex-
tended influence upon the attitude of Patriots and
the course of Patriotic~endeavor:in -the State - 160
years ago than hdd Willie Jones. But let’s look at
the early histoFy “of fhe oldest “ttwn'in HAlfAX
county and ome Gf fhe“biest “in Il “He CpdTia
coastal belt.

Enfield In History

Doubtless many Enfield citizens do not realize the
antiquity of their community nor the dignity to which
it arose in later colonial days. It is an older town
than Halifax. Indeed, it had attained its greatest
“phestige betore Halifax ‘was ‘¢oiicelved.

“NWHén" the ‘State’s Divikions Were Precinets,
Tn ‘flie eavlier-dliys “bf ‘the €olony the ‘divisions
“were balled Hprécincts.” “County” wis a Tater conier.
. idgeeombe, Northatipton, ‘and Granville precincts
“gecapled the territory west of the Chowiin River and
puther “inflefmnitély -westward. -Bdgecombe ‘preeinct
igiten émbesced “whit ‘Bre diow Bdgéconbe -and: Hali-
fax counties. Enfleld ~was the precinct center,’ cor-
. yresponding to the-presént-day county seat.
But even a greater dignity had the ancient village.
‘it was the seat of the court of an early district em-
_ bracing"l\*orthambton, Edgecombe and Granville pre-
 cinets, a principality in area at that time. "The re-
cent discovery on the writer's part of this fact ex-
plained what he had long wondered about—why Lord
“Granville’s agent Corbin was dragged by irate citi-
zens from his home below Edenton the eighty miles
te Enfield and jailed. Moore’s school history of other
days told of the incident, but did not explain why
he was brought to Enfield. But it was in Moore’s
“ pwo-volume history that I discovered 'the explana-
“tion. K ' ‘
But Enfield was to lose its prominence. In 1757,
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'_ _'ﬁdgecbmb_e was divided into Edgecombe and Halifax

" counties. Enfield was in Halifax but not suitably lo-

_ cated for the county-seat. The site of Halifax town
was chosen as the county seat. Enfield soon lost its
chief dignity as the seat of the district court. Yet
it still long remained the largest village in that
quarter of the State. It became and continued to be
for a century and a half the residence of prominent
planters and was dignified as the residence of the
one North Carolinian who held more offices of dig-
nity than any other North Carolinian, It was John
Branch.

Governor John Branch.

It is hard to 'decide just whieh is the more fitting
title for that former distinguished citizen of the
State. He was governor of his State, representative
in Congress, U. 8. Senator, Secretary o fthe Navy,
marking North Carolina for a continued distinction
for representation in the Cabinet in that portfolio.
Branch, Dobbins, Daniels are North Carolina's con-
tribution to the post of Secretary of the Navy, and
it will be a surprise if the State ever secures any
other membership than that.in the Cabinet—that
post is marked for North Carolina. Governor
Branch had early represented his State in both
houses of the General Assembly, Among his other
gservice was that of Military Governor of the re-
cently acquired territory of Florida.

-w‘wws-vmr to Enfield.
+Washingten; in'touring the "Southern States, had

- ‘sdsited Willie ‘Jenes -at Halifax, but when LaFayette

vivttéd the codntry-fin 11824 - Willie- Jones had been
-@end 23 years ahd-Halifax’ had lost its chief orna-
-adent. 'Or-perhaps Enfield -befter fitted in with the
close of a day’s journey. Anyway, the-¥French Mar-
quis and -Friend -of Washingten -spent the night at
“Anfiéld=1n the "Wihitfield -house, ‘a two-story ' resi-
dfferice *which’ stinds “tollay practically as- it stood on
bt 'oceasion. - T HfirstWaw it'89 years-ago. ' I-saw it

“fen days dgo. Phéreis little difference -in its-state

‘pwiand dn-F805. ¥t Ecems! good for -many more-de-
“sades. “Blarquis<iaFayette onthe-morning -after-his
=iightn the Whithbld house d@dressed the-people of
“Hmeld “aild~perisipe: a ditmber of ‘promrinent’ Visttors

| 4HRE s olitated it Ho e of Tlls house is the-grave, -

HBis Enfield estate comprised much of the western
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-section-of - the ~present -REnfield, ‘Thirty-mine ~years
ago the old town was notable for its number of ele-
~gant-homes-and for-its -solid -eitizenry. The-old-steek
which dignified the town for ‘so many years—the
‘Parkers, Huntérs, Bells, YWhitakers, and others are
ngw farfrom: ihekm&nianerm-'éays,-ﬂfor*ﬁna
fidld ‘has ‘Décome ‘a ~donsillerhble “town, ‘edinposeéd
chiefly of new-cd_:ilers. : :
. Those Young Judges. ,

It has been Hnfield’s misfortune not to be _ab]e to

‘yefgin ‘us tesidents ‘e ndhy buight young “nien fwhto

~fave grown Wp -there -sifice -the .gixties. -1 weete

sometime ago of the' old towir's. nestrof baby judges
two-score years ago. R. H. Parker, Judge Barnhill,
-afid’ Recorder Dailel Bell of" Plitabbro Wete 41"ih-
fatits Hiitig thy- vesiibhéel th'¥het'old FowWn I 1895.
They all have risen to.prominence in other towns.
Anyway, you cannot find three finer men and more
capable judges to their age than those three former

“piReld tots. | T Wil Spéiik ‘élséwhete of some ‘of the

presehtsday “Hiifleldérs.
mence 'of ‘Old Halifax
4 "N.’ C. History |

I do not have to write a word about the history of
the old town of Halifax, made promiaent in the first
place by the residence of Willie Jones, whose resi-
‘dence - there probably accounted for the choice of
that burg away up near the Virginia line as one of
the State’s early eapitals. All North Carolina - his-
tories - give -accounts of {he h'appenmgs at Halifax,
and to them the reader is referred- for definite ac-
counts,

Bt T HaVe Before ' adovtinient that ‘ibterests
me ‘&fid “whikh, T "believe, “Will “Interest ‘fie ‘average
régder bf The ‘Stite’s Votte. ' Tt"is a ‘copy of the Hd-

'iréss of ‘Dr. gild ‘SerEtor . V. M. Eéng, f Rodrbke -

_Rapids, on ‘the ‘O¢chsion - 6f ‘the “receit whveilifig of
markers at Halifax in honor 'of “¥itte  Jones #hd
“John'‘Patl Joies, notable #aval fiero 0t ‘the Wevolu-
‘tion. I’ have: refid’the-Hibress tivo or ‘three "ties,
hopiliig ‘to fid ‘a”Section pr-two I ¢otild ‘oniit With-
‘out-loss. to ‘the Daper-as’'a' whole. 'Every Hne ‘of it
inferests ‘me and T Have just hbout ‘decilled’ to piib-
lish it as. a whole, .

Dr. Long and ‘his brother, former Senator Tuns-
ford Long, now a resident of Raleigh, are descend-
ants of -General -Allen Jones, brother of the Patriot
leader Willie Jones, and it was very fitting that he
was selected to make,the address of the memorial oc-
casion. I was chatting with him at his lovely Rea-
noke Rapids home one evening last week, enjoying
the traditions of #Halifax and the Joneses when
Mrs. Long, who by the way is a twin sister of Solici-
tor and former Senator Burgwin of Northampton
county, found the copy of the address and gave it to
me. I only thought to get a few pointers from it,
but here it is. Read it yourself.

But let me say-first that “Willie” Jones is not what
it appears to be. The “Willie” was the name of a
Church of England minister in ©ld Virginia where
the father of Willie and Allen Jones lived before comf
ing to North Carolina and settling in 'Nor’thamptoh
county. The name is pronounced “Wiley”—Wiley
Jones. See if you can keep from calling him as '‘the
spelling suggests. I find it hard to do. But here is
the address: ; .

. The Story -of Willie Jones and
John Paul Jones,
Historic Events of Halifax Town.

Halifax, 'the ‘aneient town where we. gather today,
has been the'scene of many stirring events. Here
lived and -lies buried Joseph Montfort, the first, last,
dnd -only -Grand -Master of Masons of, and for,
North - Ameriea. - Here Flora McPonald’s husband
‘was -imprisened. Here the Halifax resolves were
written. Here -LaFayette was entertained. Here
the great 'Washingten likewise-was received by ad-

‘ miring threngs. =~ Here Cornelius Harnett read -first

to our people, or our mother Commionwealth, the
Declaratien of Independence. Here the first con-
stitution was written. Here for the last tfme in our
beloved Stite was Heird The fiotes of “&6d” Sive the

King” as Cornwallls and* his' 'trédps travered  tiodth-

ward to Yorktown. 'Tere Tivea  Whisin "R, Pivie

the " founder of * the ''Uifvérdlty. “Here Yot “Wiitie
Jones”and  Jobn Paul, “whose HENMoFRE" We hoifor to-

day. Who and what menner of men were tiey
“Wiltie: Jowes “Kdiikcated 1 ENGNAE.

“Cabb, was-bora in-Surey Connty, Vieginia, May 15,
1741, Robin Jones was commissioned as attorney
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and agent & the \ nﬁv of North Caroling for

Lord '

sganvilletdbont 1720, He sent his sons, g, |
and , ‘at/fén %arly Bge to England 1o .
completing thelr edikationiat Bton Colleg. i?i;?" _
Oﬁ. the "&ﬁﬁp‘l&!ﬁn"& hig~Studies, remained iy EIP, g
_rope until the early‘lgixti-es, returning to Norgy (l‘ar:.
lina a well-rounded man: of the world, wy, had }
-gworn - himself to-a ‘Hfe-of -celibaey. -During pig o
jotien dibroad ‘fie Bad mwitngssed the deplorabe (,;m
it nS"of“ﬂ‘e"mm : -~the-people-in- Enzlayg an‘i .
on the continent of Europe _under strongly Centry). -"
“ized autocratic governients WHIEh, o doult, shymy
- qis pelitiealsphilosephy - that. se-eleariy stood gy g

~ He Moves to Halifax,

‘While abroad- his fathe]'.' died, and Willje Joneg
upon his return to this country found himself ,
manof-gteat wealth. g brother, Allen, haq .
i:igd-?and built a i;eme--at-: Mt. Gaﬂant, in Northamp. |
ton Cotnty, and Willie inhérited his fathers g §
‘Hedle, ‘the “Citle” “However, He decided that p,
ytmld ratiier e n"the t6Wh of Halifax, ang g
tore down the “Castle” and out of its timbers byj; |
for himself his home at Halifax. - The “Grove” pe
called it. He designed it himself and bullt it ip g |
enormous grove of oaks. It was a large house, solig -
ogild - subbtafitial in' dppésrEnée. "On “the first oy
-he had built-a’ bay windbw,:a dexury in:those times, |
_and ‘fitted- it »with- lazge. plate-;glass panes bronght
at great expense from F_ra:_:.ce. _,MH_e wanted this s
that he could get a good view of his private race
“track. His lotise Wds fot ‘iusital in’ apbearance, or
e ity side. (Plie’ roviiis?Were Mirge and ‘roomy, g
1t otie ¥héte Wags a“séetet ‘eitbitiet that ‘was, no'doubt,
- ithie" $ife  AePosIEGTy SOr-th Ay “Hin THiipoTtEnt ‘aper jin |
the stirring times in which the owner of the stitily |
‘!’ﬁiaﬁ%n ﬂg"ured lprﬂﬁlm. ’ ]
‘ IERIfR X W it ‘Colohial ' @Eys -ifid ‘dtiving the Revo- |
jiiffon- the ‘polEleal SMedea bf “Nokth' Caroling, i |
tiifs 518" Hoiie "0F ‘the’ ‘then iPolsticn] Nedder was the |

" ¢uticil Ballof - wilihy: dn Hifportant nieeting. Init
George Washington visited. -Fn-it -Co¥iiwallis -and
nphrleton @Btired. “En it ‘FgbVERHeTs, 'congressmen, |
“denRtors ‘Bnd  politichl  Wirepullers aid “their Phms |
and worked out the destiny of ‘€¥t@liia. ;
' Fire ‘in” fifis “Hotse " Willic " Jomes ‘Hvéd alone for 3
“dWnile, "But alwhys surrouned By ‘a-gay and brik
“fiant Soeféty. 'Tn those @ays “whén' North ChrTha |
“Hgas Yot undér"EHgHSh ‘¥ule B e day of iile |
pendence hardly dawning, he "g"'dred-"*ﬁﬁt Tittle for §
politics. Tt was'ifot-#ntil #he spirit of independence
- “§ptead: through Amlerfea 4hat he forseok the life of
‘a ghy soclety bachelor to'take-up-arms in the bal- 3
tles of liis country and State, ~Forsaking his life of 3
celibacy in June 1776 he ‘tarried Mary, the daugh-
ter of Joseph Montfort, of Halifax. This mairiage |
was eminently successful ‘and ‘he mever regretted §
having rescinded his vow of celibacy. His wife was |
more than twenty years younger than he, and it was |
said that when she first saw-him on his return from 3
England and she whs: but ‘a’ child she said, “T am 2
going to marry that man.” --And she did. Many
stories Are told ‘of her wit and as many more of ber %
‘beauty and goodness, |'All who~knew her loved her.
‘She had five children to ‘live-§ maturity, and they
were all devoted to their mother. She had all the 3
- graces of a charming lady and was, in fact, a 1¢
‘markable woman,

Just 'about the ‘time of - his ‘marriage rumors
revolution were heard and these were stirring times
in North Carolina. He entered the. political arend
where he was to/play a‘leadiag part, until be shoutd
'quit the stage forever. “He ‘made -his first public
‘gppearance 'at the: provineial ‘congress in New Bert
August 28, 1774. He ‘was always 'backward about
appearing before the -pliblic,and never pefore had |
0 appeared, and probably-never would have 9xcell!t :
in the cause of independence, -and he went 0 thfS-
congress ‘in the interest ‘of 'independence, as did s ¢
- younger ‘brother, (General -Allen- Jones. He WiS not
a metmber of the next ‘provincial congress, but Wwas
“tvorking all the while in the eause of independence
‘&8 ‘only ‘he-kinew how -to work.

At the ‘fourth ‘provineial ‘congress which 1€
Halifax, April 4, 1776, Willie Jones was 2 delegat®
from the burrotgh of Halifax, but John Webb had.
to be chosen as a substitute Because of the alse
of Joncs oecasicned ‘by a visit to ‘Geéorgia as sUT
intendent ¢f Iidian Afhirs for the Southern o

-gress, an office wilieh the ‘Conthirgntial Congress bad

of

t in

4n -the meantime bestowed ‘upon “him.

. -President of Couneil of Safety.
~-At-this time:he was elécted. president of the (0
-cil ‘of“Satety, -virtually ;governor of North Carh
-BhisCouncil .was: very active.and eftidient, especially
i promoting, the. exuse. ot war. T dutiés e




