Sir _._. God.” The stars point to umity. Consider the beau-

“In the hegllaing- G crggttd the heavens and

‘the earth.” (Gen. 1: 1) Someone hns called this
the mest sublime Senténce of all" llterature- Surely

it is one of the greatest verses Of the Bible. ‘It con-

“tains the key word to the Old Testamenb—-“God.”

This first verse of the Bible is full of

_Seriptires by mere chance or accident. Thig is its
logical place, for if we keep in mind the truth of
{his verse, many, otherwise perplexing problems will
vanish 1nto insignificance.

Dr. John R. Sampey, that i.ncomparable 0ld Testa-
ment Scholar afid teacher, has said: “The first verse
of Génesis Tie# at thé foundation of all the theology
of {he BiblE . . . . Back of all things, before all
things, above all thjzigs stafids God, the gréat First
Catise, the Créator. A hearty accéptance of the fact
that God actually created the Heavens and the earth
Wwithowt the use of pre-existing materials, would lift
ii& dbové the malaria of most.modern heresies. He
Wwho' begins fhie stully of religion with this simple
frth lay$ a sofid fonndation for all his future
‘¢hinking.” (The Heart of the Old 'I‘Gltament, p. 15).

The Aeeeptanee of the Truth of this Text Subverts

i Numerous Heresies.
Aﬂlcidll—-%emaone has pointed out somé of these
 heresios or theories of men that are deied by this
_ﬂ!}!tvemot(}em In the first place, it denies
¢he theory of atheism; for it assunie§ the existence
of God. The Bible never undertakes to prove His

" existence; it makes that basic and Necessary as-

sumption. I do mot understand how any man pos:
gessed of sound mental faculties can ook at God’'s
creation and: sey that it is' merely am accident and
just_ happened by chance. Every intelligent think-
ing person must admit that there. is a First Cause,
an intelligent GOd; back of this universe. Belief in
a God or gods, belief in a Creator or creators, is
praeéimle universal ameng the races of men. Man
cannot otherwise account for the existence of the
universe or for his own existence. I think that if
we bad no Bible, if we had no revealed Word of
God, even then the fact of the existence Of a uni-
verse like thls,_ governedy by perfect law and order,
would compel us to declare that “In the beginning
God created the heavens.and the earth.” I can
understand how there can be differences of opinion
about the nature of God, but I cannot understand
how any Sane person can beliéve that there is mo
God. No doubt most of the Bo-called atheists are
like the one who was crossing the Ocean. During
the first part of the voyage he had toldhis com-
panions that he did not believe in God, that the
world wa$ merely an accident. But when the ves-
8¢l was dut in mid-océan, a terrible storm arose.
The winds blew and dashed great wavez against the
ship. The lightning flashed keenly and the thunder
roared. Many thought that the vesSel would sink
into the billowy deep. Soon someone Saw this
avowed atheist down on his knees praying; so he
said to him, “Why, I thought that you did not be-
lieve in any God; to whom are you praying?’ The
man answered “Brother, that talk will go all right
on dry land or even on a ecalm sea, but it won’t do
~put here in a time like this.” Yes, whén we need
God, we can believe that he exists. “The fool hath
Said in his heart, There is no God”.. (Pgalm 14:1).
The wise man said) “The fear of Jehovah is the
beginning of knowledge.” (Proverbs 1:7).

" Polytheismm—Again, this first verse of Genesis de-
nies poly_thelam, the belief in many geods, for it as-
Serts belief in ome God. It is true that the word
translated “God” ig plural in the Hebrew, but this is
perhaps a 1)1ui~a3 of majesty or sovereignty and does
not imply that there were more gods than one. The
greatest minds of Israel always believed in one God:
This is one of the striking characteristics of the He-
brew religion. The Jews came i'ntg contact with peo-
ples whe believed in many gods, but they never as a

~ mation accepted these foreign deities. Their religion

has8 always been monotheistic. One summer I was
. _weminded of the Jewish. belief in one God by seeing
this inscription over one of their largest synagOgues

im Chicago; “H€ar, O Israel, the Lord thy God, is one

~ God.?
- All mature points.te the fact that there i8 ene God.
Look at the universe and it cries. out, “There is one

tiful little rose as it unxolds itself in answer fo the

mllotthe warm sun -and you will hear it say,

“‘Thenhone&ed.” _Someone has said: “The uni-

_verse is a unif—the cOnception ‘of that idea—one
God-—ilthetonndaﬂnnotauseienmmtheotogy,__

and attests the same faet—-One Go

,_.AstronOmy.
biology, history ‘and Seripture: say

meanfhg and -
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Cause, a Supreme Being who created matter. This

vérse declares thit God was in thé beginsitug; He
created matter. If We Keep this important fact im
wind, We feéd hive o &fﬂfé‘lﬂf" with the tifaory Of._
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numan freédom, pérsondfity, sud timortaiffy, be:-

mmmmm@fyapwngpﬁnlebranﬁeﬂ
process which will be transcénded in the course of
time. In shorf, necéssity fules at every stage of
the process and the whole “mOfal and personal
realm collapses. All fhig is int-direct confiet with
the deliveriés of our own miordl conSclousneds and
of our Christian experfefice.” (The Christian Re<
Hgion in its DOectfinal Expfession, p. 254). This
theory of pantheism, which our text demies, can end
only in hopeléssness and deSpair.
Fatalism—Moreover, thestheory of fatalism is here
denied, for our text involves the freedom of God in
His creation: It denies the dottrine that all things
are merely subject to fate.
simply an accidéft; it is not a nécessary reaction
to somé blind and powerful force. It did not just
happen by chance. “In the beginning God CREATED
the heavens and the earth.”’
Acceptance of the Test Estops Foolish Cdntentmns.
This inspiréd statement throws light upon many
otherwise perplexing problems. We do mot hear so
much today about the ‘theory of “evolution in crea-
tion as we did a few years ago, when bitter words
were Spoken by some. If all who were péerplexed
about this theory had realizéd the fruth of our text,
much of their confusion would have vanished. ?ThB
Bible does not give the process of creatlon; So we
may have whatéver theoriés we desire. I think
that evolution is still a theory, but if it were proved
to be a faet, it would not chafige my faith one iota.
The thing of extréme _importance here for us to
keep .in mind is the. tact that God is behind it all.
To me it does not matter what process. God used;

for. 1 know that the final outcome is man “in the

image of - God.” Man, the creafure, canfof ques-
tion God, the Creator, c¢Ofcerhing hiS method of
creation. -

thus?’ : (Romans 9:20). God had thé POWer to:
créate mgn in His own image by whatever process’
He desiréd. He might have taken millions of yéars

' to create the. hf;avens and the earth and man, or He'
The fact of im- |
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Did yotr ever examine a s!ldwﬂake under a micro-
seope? Tﬁoﬂe ‘who_ have done. ao tell us that we can

see stars, crosaea, &iamonds,. rowns, and circles all
within -one 1lttle nowflake, that the architecture of
the tnowflake is a8 perfect as the traceries on fhe
granite of some miiﬁ‘ﬁééﬁt' cathedral. We see de-
sign here that speaks of a _perfect Designer. All crea-
tion” calls for a Crédtor. “For every house is builded
by some one; but Hé tﬁat built all thmgs is God”
(Hebrews 3:4).
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'.I.‘hllkms Laws. 3

Not only did G’Otl create the heavens and the earth -
and man, but_he. fixed laws to" -govern his universe.
He is greater than his laws. Al of our scientific in-
ventions have been brough\t about by the application
of these laws. Newton did" mot create the law of
gravitation: he merely dismreﬂ it; it had always
existed.” Man has. mve: créated anything. He has
‘merely begmm to diScover the greatness of God's work
of ereatiom He hag appﬂg’f} Qod’'s laws and has 4
made remarkable’ ﬂml'ies., Hence all of man’s i~ . |
ventions . .and. diseowms declarq the gl{)n of God. 3
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