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Either traditional m“’a““'-ontnmf"‘ ALt 5
facts or there has never been: W .:! ”I"nmed“_ ;

ment of the depth -of Duﬁin Oomtw‘e ml,.

uNatural Well” -

I have at hand tm‘ﬂmmu the well
by that excelient phm ‘Mr. B, Petter, of
Magnolia. Here' I eive m hin mrds ~about the
phenomenon. ; iy

“This is a hole about oue hundved feet across. It
{s about 35 feet fiom the fop dttﬁemm to the
water. It has mo visible inlet or -outlet. THE'

: WATER HAS BEEN INVDST!G-A’PED TO A~
. DEPTH OF SIX HUNDRED FEET BUT NO BOT-

TOM HAS.EVER ‘BEEN FOUND.:: The “well" ig
right out on*a sand hill 'and is said to have o bot- ;
tom."”

Now I quqte the most pertlnent paragm-ph in a’
yolume on the “Geology of Bastern- North Carolina,”
as follows:

“About one-half mile west of Magnolia there are
several sinks. One is about 100 feet in diameter.
Water comes to within a few feet of the surface in
the form of a pond without outlet. Its depth is UN-
CERTAIN (caps ours) but nqw not very deep.”

There you are! ‘The former statement is from a
man who lives in Magnolia—within one to five miles
of all the “natural wells" of Duplin, '.l‘he latter. is
from the most authorltative volume I could readily
lay hands on in Rleigh, and apparently the latest
quasi- anthoritatlvg or

long noted natural phenm

tific discussfon—of #
discovered it Whe g un
very deep.” If the nuth()r did _ :
does he know whether it is “Very deep or not” If

he did measure it, why dees he say that "the depth
is uncertain?”

The “bottomless” dept of this well has been tradi~ .

tional since the early days of the settlement of wes-.
tern Duplin, 175 years ago. As an aunt of -the
writer's lived within a' few. miles of the well, he
heard of them in very childhood. In fact, the aunt’s
Postoffice was named “Natural Wells.”,

Col. C. M. Fa-lrcloth Visits Welil.

A few weeks ggo T hnd a letter from Col. C. M.
Faircloth of Clinton, who had recently visited the
“wells’ and thought I sgould write an article about
them. Col. Faircloth considered them worth a visit.-
Ten days ago, when I was at Magnolla I took occa-
sion to ask several questions ahout them, but did not
become aware that one of them is only: a half-mile
from Magnolia and the most historic ome, historic
because of.the:.record of its imndneds of various
kinds of fossils, is. only two mlies away, according
to the book comsulted. I was under the impression
that they were several miles from Magnolia, as they
were said fo be several miles from my aunt’s and
were indicated in ‘a ﬂirection of at least 45 degrees
from the direction I had gone to Magnolia. I should
at least have geen the nearer one, seemingly- the one
referred to by, bhoth ‘M.’ Pette; and the auothor of the
volume of the Geology of Eastern North Carolina, i;
I had known it was no. near. -If the two writers
did not refer to the same well, it- wonld seems that
the scientists have missed the real “bottomless” well..
It is too late to get further information from. My, -
Potter if this article is to accompany the- Duplin
sketches,

But the contradietory: remrth of the depth of -the
Wwell justifies the inquiry, How Deep is Dllplm’
"Bottomless” Natural Well! =~ = - .

There are numerous “wells” or sink W 111 this
Section of Duplin. Only one mg to retain the
Teputation of being . "bottomlesa ” The book is defi-
hite about the depths of fhe othgrs " The ‘one “two,
miles from Magnolia” i that which hlis received
Iore study, and that means much Btﬁd? 80 far as
the structure of the walls and the vnrietiea of fos-
Sils are concerned. The volume ebnmﬁm a 1ist of
hundreds of varieties of thng and gther teuﬂ forms
found at this well, T y

¥ -"‘;'. ;

The “Duplin mm__
The area of eastern: North ;¢ "'.,mm

shell marl beds. is known to. the xeulosl!ﬂ! “ b9 5

“Duplin  Limestone”. area—

'on*Sﬂ'Rm 15 miles

=

remﬂ.‘ ‘upon, lgsiplin's,, '

lewr.tllere is an"unﬁ,-; stream earry ng'-" e
charged water away, and if there. 8 such a streai:n

uaed, bu_i_; it oscapee ‘me just "‘,‘”' : parl aru abent
W' < _:Iakeissa{dtobelong'w&e“l)upﬁn
estone’ —I believe At is “leﬁge." -and- Lake-Wac-

'calnaw 18" away over in Corumhus county, near the

South Carolina line, Sampm counity has 1t§ scat-

tered shell merl beds—-one within-two “mfles of my

boyhood home showed even sharke' “teeth amorig its_
fogsils, = A few mﬂ'es ‘above the higﬁ“’wny 80~bﬂdge
miles -bélow Glinwn, are lime pits
the }lme‘roek was mto be bumed tor
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qu!ei Time.-

W!ule C & was “in -ﬁe“l‘useum bnﬁdtng eonsu}tmg o 5 i
hy Mr. Potter, th&mml.,a_

thoge volumes which Mr. Davig, assistant to-eumtor
Briiley, hadprbﬂdbdmaw F’oseue,otmsh
Folht. but of Jogea comlty extra.ction. eame,’ as s
was: answered ag I had been. »that Mr. Bmon now
ha% his office in Chapel Hill, "It aevelopée--mat “Mr;
Foscue -was - seeking information about -ghell marl,
too, and the poesibﬂity ~of Sélling "“poseiﬁly the larg-
est:deposit in the stat r—‘t!b‘wn on Trent River in
Jones county. 7

- Unguestionably, . the . first .shell ‘marl beds® found in

_the'gtate; or ecolony, were . in Bnplin, and-that of the
walls of the well 4w’ mMles troth Magnolia was Prob-y, .
ably“the discovery that éadsed the ledge'to be given .
. the name ‘of “Buplip’~—which in_those old days in:

eluded Sampson, or most of its present area

Amunthg-br ﬂn W’dk.

Whatever the depih ‘of 4he

then, there must be a snmﬂy aource.

'l'b'I“V"F

" ably’ upx‘qo@d bx, tﬁ cmmﬂins oﬁh&hﬁ'&”".‘“

bir n;ost a jungle otweml p‘ains ehmbbemr— e

ﬁﬂyﬂa_
_fmu )
~parts urthe thousmtl in
not indicete the qmnﬂ‘erot

‘3-‘ oy “f‘c’

a ‘agnificent growth f!:ﬁ‘!mbbm Ao
siderable size is shown athwart.the well,

i,

lylhg on- the watempfor thgm

well, recently, oy’ m many. gmféﬁ’“ﬁﬁ“ to‘*i'"ifi‘e" :
heart of a 1ong-etrxwe¢_pine ages, 1191: _Soon m—Ln -
or out of water. Bl denriage : =
“The . shrubbery, much of i'ts apparem;ly_in ﬂo r.
shows up beautifully in the picture. The water ap-
pears. as a Iarxe dﬂrvk:,am .lwas—bempted wm- :
the ‘pleturé, but . ltwould' have been, chiefly e
sake of theshrubbezy, in the gronn
self has few 'attractions. = But, aa B 35
remarked one there ean ﬂnd the real wildErnem, al-

80
all’ time answered—-—How Deep is Iﬁ.l
Natm-al Wem 3 TE :

" DEMOCRACY A PR PRINCIPLE, NOT A METHOD.

Arthur E. Morgan’s article on “Demoeracy” in the
October American is, I believe; the most succinet and
diseriminating article on the subject I have ever read. -
It is very brief, but makes a radical distinetion be-
tween the “principle” of democracy- and the “prac-
tice” ofmit, i Y.

The principle of democracy never changes “the

.method, or practice, of democracy must never become
True democracy -musf con-

ossified or immutable,
stantly adapt ite methods or- practice to the Ehanging
cireamstances LHR # =)

The meaning of the word is "rule by. the pe()ple il

In. tyrranlee autocracies, monarchies, and  aristoc-
racies, government has too invariably beep_dominated
by the interest of the monareh or the ruling group.
The ‘“demos,” or people, as a whole has been very lit-,
tle considered. But_so ‘long as human nature. en-
dures the ruling group mny be expeeted to.rule, in
great measure, in its own mterest. That ‘has been too
constantly the praetice, except in so-called democ-
racies. and repubncs, in which the majority of the
people is supposed to be the ruler, the. dietater of
policies, and in which the “ruling class, the people,
has an ir;etutabie right, wlth injustice to fo indi-
vidual or grou,p, te rule in their own interest,

But I repeat:
Bignod their rule and thei-! lnberests to ael.ﬂsh gmups
whe have dominated affairg in their own ln.terest.

mrmotmmumlhnlﬂotﬂu

" Thus the theory of the people’s rule has. existed,
and its forms have, without any corresponding es-
sence. ’I’herei has never ‘been a real democmcy—a
govemment of, by, “and for the whole people-—no real
renn‘blic which means the control of the publie's af-
fairs in the lmbll-e interest—a system in whieh the
common - wealigmppﬁedmhethemﬂineencemof
government. The thié hupble, the - poor, the
weak, the unmt:mm hﬁe eamwaedlme mjorﬂy
in govemﬁellt yoR m name; —In mu:“own,
Wb;l?‘ _ shib'gOIethsotdmwerbbeﬁgmm-
. E:%le race was enslaved, ihe- “poor whitg

The- peaple have too mnentu m’

"warbm’mraftermr»has w&mm'

- G

laws been made to conserve aﬁd ptosper ‘tnef iﬁtey-
ests of the strong,but the very ‘economic praeﬁeem
permitted and protectgd under the ages-of a -repub- -
lic, professedly concerned with: the common: weal, in .
a government alleged to be “of .the people, Ly the
people, and for the people,” have permitted-the im-;
" poverishment of the alleged rulers, the njﬂjority of’
the people ! 5
‘The Method of Demoeraey Never ﬁdnptod
wote o to-Xts Prineiple; - - :'-'_'u:"
1t -is “evident phat the method of demoeucy has,-
never been: "adapted to the prﬁwt;.&e of ‘democmcn.
The attempt is being made.’ Bnt as the: ndp.n&ﬂm!.
necessarily, ‘must be wrought' from the ground up; !&
is ‘not surprising that it is a slow process, parﬂeu-
larly wheii the former masters of the destinies of.
Ameriea's ‘millions are not- ye&rpm%ta surrender
the forms of demecracy. for. its essence,.shivery.in-.
fear- lest ‘the shibboleths be destmyed wllﬂa nthorly-

unaware’ of the real essence.. ..., ! __.-,,',\
Mr.: Morgan i.llustrates his" disﬁncﬂon betvm
immutabﬂity of the den;ogrutlc rinc!ple and | tM

necessary ehangeableness of the pracﬂeg of . demoe-
racy( for I believe ‘he  does— not use . the. term: -

“method” at all) by the principte: of “the" automobile
dand the adaptation ~of thif principle.” THe. 1054
model, Mr. Morgan suggests, kmmw
tiea) principle that the first crude horseless: s

_greater perfecﬁon of the a of tbenlnctpu
in prneﬂ.ee. We amend Mr. Morgan's illustration ‘lﬁ
suggesting the’ impossibility of 4 léap’ in “ofie "oF two'
yearsfmmthe“horselenearﬂnge"mgemthem
stage ‘of “automobile perfection - That- suggests - Mr
Roosevelt’s task. ' -Indeed, - it-is very Miﬁ‘ﬁ
hm& has m{nﬁymdﬁ” “&'t
ernmiét ‘n - WHIGH mri‘mm; r;ny::
tisk'in as perfect s’ mannér s that task cam
formed, Mnrmﬁm__
nonemult?oreuenﬁhl comfort so long-as- anybod
else, “whatever his Job ‘or Hid. statiis, has’ i
oﬁs muluﬂns ‘more " thafi e’ conld” pos
himself.




