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HE STATE'S PURPOSE IN
TS EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS

(Continued from Page Two)

ional course 8 being taught, including com-
ity marketing. It will be worth the while of
ihe reader to look up the article on Tabasco’s radi-
«l departure 1 Collier’'s Magazine of February
23 under the title of the Scourge of Tabasco, by
George Creel. Tt is enlightening from severaf
points Of VIeW.

\Vhile the argricultural work of the state is
vorthy of the highest approval and should be en-
larged, it is unjust that the agricultural teachers,
drough the joint provision of funde by the state
ond the federal government, are paid all out of
I,mportion to teachers in other departments of
the schools.
eacher, instructing only a few students, gets a
larger salary than thp.primipal- of the school, with
e entire responsibility of all departments rest-
ing upon him, and in some cases, as at Louisburg,
for instance, the oversight of the colored schools
.nd, maybe, of outlying. schools also rests upon

him.

Other Practicable Vocational Studies.

\Wood work, like agriculture, appeals to a large

percentage of people. Shop work is another prac-
icable vocational study. Domestic scienee or
Lome economy is another. Drawing, while usu~
ally considered as pertaining to the ormamental,
is really basic to a variety of vocations and
dould be generally taught. All these subjects
are as truly productive of mentality as are other
subjects in the currictlum—more so if the pupil
has great interest in one or all and little of no
interest in others, and less if the pupil has no in-
ierest in the vocation he is studying. I know a
man who as a lad studied agriculture two years,
and vet, I believe, he could hatdly plant a row
of heans so as to get them to come up in rainy
weather. He was essentially a mechanic.

The great majority of vocations are beyond
provision for teachimg in the elementary schools.
Lut from the practical standpoint thet is little
loss. 1f the study of those votations were the
only means of educating & group of pupils, it
would be a different matter. Al it is, the job
iiself i¢ the practical teacher.

The Comprehensive Vocational
Preparation,

It takes a spinner or weaver in a cotton fae-
tory only a few days to learnr his job. A thousand
other vocations are fike that, refore, voca-
tional training in the schoofs for thowsands of
positions is not only impracticable but needless.
On the other hand, a general preparation of
head, hand, and heart for any and' all voeations
or avocations for which the person Aas inmate in-
terest or talent sufficient to assure attainment of
skill, is the most feasible of aff methods for creat-
ing a potential economic efficiency.

No knowledge, particularly that of general.
principles and conditions, no skill in any line of
mental or physical endeavor, no habit of close
chservation, no habit of self-reliance or initiative,
nothing that can be learned will be found to be a
handicap to vocational fitriess, but mest surpsis-
ingly the apparently least promising observation
or fact may prove the key to success.

The airplane is a product of the study of kites,
and almost every one of us as a child had within
range the key to the flying maehine when he
“sailed” a disc of tin or & keg head and saw ity
Sl’fPl;iSing-ly, while seiling horizontally dert up-
ward.

The Part of Play in the Educational
Program,

Ves; play is an important means of education.
Sce the youth seize the baseball and with 2
glance about the field as quick as lightning de-
cide instantly where to throw the ball. Here are
the clements of a potential fitmess for life's
etmergencies. Quick and complete observation,
Prompt decision, immediate action. .

In addition, play. has its gart in making 2
healthy and vigorous body, that a healthy and
vigorous mind, and that a support fer a sane a
vigorous merality. Few things are doing mere
to teach boys and girls respect for the rights of

others and a_hatred of unfair practice than or-

ganized games, = ...
Bl_n mind you, .a thousand onlookers are not
Patticipants in the berefity of the game. Sitting
on ;{he bleachers is-far from edncutional. Nﬁ s
Mmakes a crop by looking 4t hi€ neighbor plou
his field. Apmogt sﬁnﬂb%_ i that of fgg'
Long Creele High Schoot of Pender comty. Tﬁﬁ:
schoof was not satisfied veith one Wmﬁ
fm_‘_the picked team of the schaol—thevery oye
who need the benefits of the game:.the feast. That
%chool has provided many consts thet-exable g

In many cases, the agricultural .

" ernment.

hundreds to: share the benefits an
of basketball, " bm,eﬁts i
Rem Physical Handicaps.

The state has in no way for the same money
sécured equal prevention of economic and secial
unfitness. than by the work of the health depart-
miané through- the schools. Thus many handicaps
beth to physical and mental development have
been. removed. The wise state will in the future
provide free medicine and free hospitalization as
readily as it now provides free teaching. The
health and: efficiency of the body is fundamental.
No~“means can assure econoemic or social fitness
for a sick or dead person.

Not only must natural physical handicaps be
removed, but the children must be taught to re-
spect the natural laws. that protect

state’s schools and. ruins himself by drinking al-
cohelic liquer must do se in the face of knowledge
of the danger of the fluid. The laws have long
provided fo¥ teaching' of the physical, mental,
and moral dangers of drink, but the teaching has
been either lacking, faulty, or monstrously inef-
fective.
The Task of the Schoels Gigantic.

In closing, let me say that the task of the
schools is gigantic. The schools call for the best
and the best in the best.

Dullards, sluggards, the immoral and the un-
moral, the silly and the insincere, the godless
and the loveless—none of these has any call to
the school room and no increase in salary can ims
prove them. They are a menace which must be
either avoided altogether or discarded when dis-
covered. '

The real teacher, the one who makes for physi-
cal, mental, and moral fitness of his wards, is to be
cherished and, not in order to keep him or her,
but in appreciation of service well and worthily
rendered, given a compensation as mearly com-
mensurate with their services ag possible. Every
real teacher in the state is a benediction. Every
poor one a menace and a curse. A poor teacher
is one person who may do more Barm in his job
than good. And there are teachers in North
Caroline who might well be sued for damages
instead of having their salaries in¢reased, There
are others to whom if yea would give $10,000
as & bonus, you would rot over compensate them
for their unselfisk and efficient labors.

William Rufus DeVane King
By CLAUDE, H. MOORE, Turkey, N. ©.

William Rufus King was the son of William:

and Margaret (DeVane) King and the grand-
son of Thomas DeVane of Huguenot stock, and
William and Mary (Woodson) King, of North
Carolina. He was born near Clinton, Sampsofi
County, North Carelina, on April 7, 1786. He
attended the private ssheols of Sampson County
and entered the University of North Carofina in
1799 and was graduated with the degree of A« B.
in 1803. He studeid law and was admitted to
the Bar im 1806, Degimhing practice in Clinton,
N. €. :

King was elected as a Jeffersonian Demotrat
to the State House of Commons and served from
1807-1809, and in 1810 he became city sofrettor
of Wilmington. IHe w=y elected to the Twelfth,
Thirteenth and Foutteenth Congresses, and
served from March 4 1811 to November 4,
1816. In I8T7 he was secretary of legation at
Naples, and later at St. Petersburg, and in 1818
he returned to the United States and settled at
Cahaha, Alabama.

Williema R. King was a delegate to the con-
vention that orgamized the Alabama state gov-
Upon the admission of Alabama into
the umion as a state, he was elected as a Demo-
orab te the United States Senate. He was re
olected in 1822, 1828, 1834, and 1841, and served
from December 14, 1319, until April 15, 1844,
In 1826, King moved to Selma, Alabama, and
became a planter. He was minister to France
from 1844 to 1846. Ile was appointed and sub-
sequently elected to the United States Senate
to fill the yacancy caused br{ the resignation of
Arthus P. Bagby ané served from Ecly 1, 1848
to Jamgary 18, 1853, King was e ted presi-
dent pro. tempore of the Senate on maty 0cca
sions. ~He was elected Vice-President of the
United States in 1852 on the ticket with Franks
lin Pierce. e took oath of office o March 4,
1833, im Havana, Cuba, whe?-E'he fad gone for
i health, wﬁfcgb;ms a privitege extended by 2

iak act of Congress. o
Sp;gi‘n'g returmed  to his plantation, King's
Bend” Alabams, and died there on Agﬂ 18,
453, His body was placed in the family vault
on his plantation and was Liter moved
city cenfetery in Sefma, Dallas County, Albams.
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BLIND TOM

There seemed nothing out of the ofdinary
about-the lot of slaves offered for sale m the
market at Columbus, Georgia, that morning. No
one thought of giving & second glance te the
tiny, wizened, black bundle that squirmed- feebly-
in the arms of a middle-aged Negress. The picka-
ninny was frail, blind, misshapen. Perhaps that
is why the Negress clutched it to her breast wath'
such fierce tenderness. : :

 Presently the bull-voiced autioneer began call-’
ing for bids and in the course of time the Negress
- was put up for sale. Young, able-bodied slaves
had a ready sale. But the mother of twenty,
who carried a defective twenty-first in arms,
was not likely to excite these keen-eyed buyers
of human cattle. What good was an eld slave?.

However, one linen-clothed planter showed a
trifle indifference than his fellows. The auc-
tiosieer named a ridiculously low price. The
planter shook his head. .

“Tell you what Pl do, General” said. the:
auctioneer, wiping his streaming face. “TlE,
knock her dewn to-you an’ throw in the young-un
to- boot for the same money! Yessuh, jest to
finish out the sale. Yes? You'll take her? Sold,.
then! Sold to General Bethune!” : :

By all logic the sickly slave baby should have
died of its burden of afflictions. But. it didn’t.
It got kind treatment in the home of -General
Bethune. In its warped way it grew, learned tor
crawl and fumble its way about the big house.

Tom, they called the little Negro, Blind Tom.
And it became increasingly plain that something.
was wrong with the brain behind those dead
eyes. He showed scant interest in ‘anything,
could hardly feed himself. .

Only one thing seemed to arouse him. Thas
was when the gemeral’s daughters played the:
piano. Then he would grope his way to a rese-.
bush by the veranda where he would hide as
long as the girls played. When the last mote
died, from hiding would crawl little Tom, hiss-
ing shrilly as he always did on the rare occas
sions when something delighted him. This
went almest unnoticed, perhaps marked down as.
another pecutiarity of the imbecile child. :

" Blind Tont was four years, old when;, as had
beer the caee with Mozars, he weas discovered:
at the piano, picking out with his Hitle fingers
the netes of a melody he had heard the girle
play. -

General Bethune was quick to sée the extra-
ordinary in this. He gave orders that Tom was
to be ailowed st the piamo as much as e liked.
Thereafter the boy spent most of his time at Hie.

sboard.

aws of compensation hud dome a wonder-
ful thing for Blind Tom. To make np for his
blindness and all but blank mind, he had a nat-
ural genins for mimicry. The absente of mest
of the nortmal senses had left room for am emor
mous expsnsion of the talent. - Even at this earfy’
stage, Blimd Tom could reproduce accuratefy amy

piece he heard played through once providing
its keyboard compass could Be reached By his

babyish hands.

At the age of eight Blind Tom toured the
South, giving concerts which Teft his sudiences
gasping with amazement. ¥Yet his power off
mimicry was not Remited to the piano. He was @
humzn phonograph, recording sound of alf kinds,

re-issuing it at will. He could imitate perfectiy

- birds, animals, the voices of men and worhen.

His voice was a deep bass and he liked nothing'
better than to sing “Rocked in the Cradle of the
Deep,” all day Tong. But he could sing temor.
and even soprano surptisingly well. Onice whent
he listened to a session of Congress in Wash-
ington, he reproduced word for word, faithfally’
covying every small intomation and trick of
phrasing, all the speeches he had heard. He'
hadn’t the faintest idea what the words he rew
peated meant. 'A favorite feat of Blind Tom's
was to sit, his back to the keyboard, and play
with one hand, “Yankee Doodle,” with the pﬂ'lt‘l'i‘_
‘“The Fisher's Homhpipe” and sing, “Tramp,
Tramp, Tramp, the Boys Are Marching” at
the same time, _ 1

After the Civil War, Blind Tom toured Ew-
rope, where he astonished the foremost must>
cians of the time. Mo played simple Foster:
tunes, Mendelssohn, and difficult Liszt tramscrip-
tions with equal ease. "

Blind Tom couldn®t have been expeeted to con-
duct himsalf a5 a normaf person. At the pand
he was always wriggling and moving his %
He seemed to have becomie a trifle more inteft-
gent with the years. Yet he never lost the habi¢
of lTeading .the -applause that greeted his .
e e e ok s mer
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