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THE GREATER OFFENSE

(Continwned from Page Six) -
vears. But note that it could mot
lave occurred. in tite case of ome of
these youths at all if ‘he had had
justice in the court in whish he was
centenced, if the assertion attributed
10 the Charlotte News is true. The
News, in launching the charge that
the boy was sent to the chaingang
when the charge against him was
1ot substantiated, hurls a charge
against some ceurt that is dreadful
to contemplate. Any. citizen may
come before that court under cir-
cumstances that arouse suspicion.
The inhuman treatment in prison

Senator Dudley Bagley
A man of ideas of whom The State’s
Voice hopes to carry a sketeh in its
next issue,
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can reach only the prisoners. The
injustices of the court may reach
just anybody who is so unfortunate
as to be brought before it.

Here we see a clear case, if true,
of the denial of the inalienable right
of the men accused to be considered
innocent till he is proved guilty.

Dut, maybe, sentencing to the
chaingang without proof of guilt is
a privilege reserved by the court for
Negroes only.

Unfortunately for the court, the
constitutions of the United States
and of North Carolina make no dis-
tinction between white people and
Negroes. If the action of the court
is a resultant of race prejudice and
innate barbarity on the part of the
judge or the jury convicting a youth
without proof, it is evident that at
least one of North Carolina’s courts
needs to be reformed or abolished.

Representative W. F. Sci oll
of Mcehlenburg qumty.

If there ever occur any reai race
troubles in North Carolina they will

- arise from just such inhuman treat-
ment of the defenseless Negro 311d
the too general disregard of comsti-
tutional rights in cases in WAIC
their rights and liberties are con-"
cerned.
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_ The practice in respect to the reg-
istration of Negroes qualified: for
regisiration is indicative of & 100
general disregard of oaths. to, sup-
port the constitution when colored

~ citizens are concermed:  Prejudice
“overrides the sworn duty of the reg-

istrar, as it may have averridden
justice in the court that Sentenced
the unfortunate boy te the chain-
gang despite the fact that they
couldn’t prove that he had - stolen
the camera.  Such practices can but
result in the lowering of the maral
tone of the white people and in em-
bittering the edlored who awe vic-
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the Emitation of the sales tax on any

one: mu ten dollars on the —
goopnd that 4°full 3'pey cont. [e9Y. .0 Bob-Gray 1
would cause people to buy i Gther ~ e recent Gl:”
that idea of collect-

states. I g
g the tax on-such cars when

cense i purchased had to’be drep-..

ped because of its uncaastitutional
mterference with interstate trade,
since such a tax on a car bought in

tims or evem possible victims of " another state weuld be essentially a

such unholy pracedures,

Of the sinners who sent the boy
to the chaingamg under such eir-
cumstances ‘and the convict hosses
who adopted the course that re-
sulted in the loss of their feet and
the endangerment of their lives, the

former are: the greater  sinnass:

against the state and against hu~
manity. Who can blame a poer
Negro youth sentenced, if innocent,
if he should not be a model pris-
oner? The very offense which, in
the eyes of the bosses, may have
deserved a severe discipline could
thus be traced to the court which,
according to the News, sentenced a
boy to the chaingang without preof
of his guilt.. B was an imjustice
even to the prisan management to
place thus under their charge a
young fellow resenting an unjust
penulty?

tariff tax. Nevertheless, it is unfair
that ‘2 man whe buys a $2,000 car
.may pay enly a half of 1 per cent.
tax, or the womam whe Duys a
$500 coat will pay only a 2 per cent.
tax, while the peor Negro whe buys
- & pound of meat or a pound of lard

will.pay a 6 per cent. tax. Even .

constitutions can werk injustices.
*

“A merchant in another town hu-
morously remarked the other day
that more meat and flour had been
sold in his town the past two years
than in any five years previously.
There has been no sales tax on
those tweo articles: Making the
sales tax apply to all purchases will
make it much easier for the state to
collect the full tgx amd will also
considerably incremse the sun ghat
should be collected. That being

true, a 2 per cent. levy should bring .

n as much money as-the 3 percent.
_levy bas brought in the past year.
i beptent himeglf in
. . L . u h Rg-
leigh -Times, judging from the
“stapiigpint 0F~c0hotalidn oy Au-
ency: If-T-hmd the flow _of words
that Mr. Gray. dise for him-
self in his editosial on “Sepieml
Morn” and that oir “Tom -Welfe's
Wardy Masathon,” ‘1 weuld com-
pliment the Raleigh editar in"words
‘as graceful pnd flowmg as that of
“the editorials-themselves. Mr. Gray
‘was sick some time ago, but is evi-
dently restored to his wonted edi-
torial wigor, - e 3
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Well, - it seems solicitars  age - to
lave a $75Q faise, ar a little more
than the full salary of the A-grade
teachers, It will be very gratify-
ing if we-once see a legislature
which does not hold the age-long
opinicn thatlawyers are a superior
type of folk- and deserve higher
awards than the ordinary run of
peoplez’> Many ~ solicitors could
spend the nights at home if they de-
sired, @ag the.judicial districts con-
tain emly a few counties. The’
travelimg expenses and board bills
of solicitors-should be much smaller

than those..of . judges.

EVER

of The State’s Voice

1S CORDIALLY INVF

-

UPON THIS BANK In ANY Of The FOL-

e

LOWING CITIES FOR ANY BA
SERVICE— FROM CASHIN
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A CHECK

T0 THE LOAN Of A HUNDRED THOU-
~_SAND DOLLARS:

B ensom, Bea“fort’ Burgaw, Chﬂtﬂll, Dm: f ayette' .
ville, Kinston, Louisburg, Morehead City, New Bern,
Raleigh, Roseboro, Spring Hepe, Smithfield.

TOTAL RESOURCES-- $11,000,000
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" FIRST-CTIZENS BANK & TRUST GONPANY.




