of Edenton is tge |
point to be recorded

The exact date of‘;tbw $c
ment of Edenton “is not &
but as early. as 1658 th

¥ T‘eelth

ﬂmy« . gﬂr

considérable. development‘ lh_éﬁ

this pomt tl‘e ease of acc‘ess

pomt of !mmgrat[on. = _'

Among its many names it was
mentioned as * 'ﬁe Port of Roa
noke” and because of t’ts erti
it wasgons&&ered the § gnlmgy [
of the prov:nce The g{seks s
i ing the town were

,‘Y-r“

Fish _q,boundpd in the waters,
game in the forests. _‘,The woods.
well vimbered "w_it_h pine, oak,

= cypress and juniper were empur-.

pled m;h nich clusters of deli-
cious grapes; the orchards loaded
with fruits, 'and the generous
earth with slight culture yielded |
abundant crops of grain.

Free as the air about them,
gentle in their manners, the wo-
men of this province shown re-
splendent with the graces of na-
ture, and Lawson wrote in 1708
“that the womcn are the most in-
dustrious sex "in the pface, mak-
ing a great deal of their cloth of
their own cotton, wool and ﬂax,
8o they have no occasion to run
into merchants debt or lay their
mopey out in stores for clothing.”

“The mhabltants visited and
traded oftener in boats than in
other. vehl.cles, bemg so familar
with the oar; and they could
splead with dexterity to- the
wmd the _sails of almost any
spgc:es of craft.”

“Sweet ‘Edenton! loveliest village of

the plain;
Where health and plenty ohaered the
labouring swain,
Where smiling apring its. earliest vielt
paid,
And parting summer’s
bloo,ms delayed.”

lingering

Commerce During Seven-
" teentlt Century

~ Very vague are the mc:dents
recorde durmgthls qentury

Assembl ”»

—— L

P4

‘ of country prod.we.

Evet\n am es m law were ordet-

1693 it &a& called anﬂ

I.i‘fhecase wlth hogs

-j;fare take:i to Vlrgm:a,
_m«! salted up, exported
d’sold as Vtrglm pork. It is

for -rum, - sugat molasses,

pcople contented. Pursults ‘are
becoming . diversified; there is
more activity, men are . becom-
ing speculative and commercial.

From May 1767 to Aug. 1772
money Was received from ‘‘Coun
try Duties” on rum,
spirits to the’
3867, pounds.

The ship Amelia in July 1768
cleared with an assorted cargo,
among which were three bags of
cotton, the first cotton ever shipp
ed from this port.

From January 1774 to 1775
the principal article exported to
the coastways and to the South-
ern ports of Europe, Africa, and
the West Indies, were. tobacco
common and green tar, piteh,
turpentine, staves and headings,
pine planks, boards aand oak
lumber, oars, shingles, raw deer-
skins, other skins. bacon beef and
pork, Indian corn, bread add
[l_o_ur, . peas . an_d beans, wheat,
herrings and other fish, flax seed,
wax, tallow, resin, rice, potatoes,
honey, snake-root, hoops, and
}hnrty pieces of ‘mahogany.
- “In 1771 eighty-five
with tomnage of two thousand
seven hundred and thirty one,
and tmee hundred and seventy-

wine and

amount of

' one men entéred and cleared this
{port,
s vgssels with four hundred and

and- in 1772 ninety-five

in 1773

with four

ﬁfty -eighty men and
‘mnety-nme - yessels

: hgndrcd and twenty-four men.’.

> About the time of the Revolua -

tion “Edenton had a good fo;-eign
'trade, those prmcnpally engaged
n this were Messrs. Richard and

| Thomas Brownrigg, Robert Arm

istead Benjamin - Russel, - Alex
Allen Dickinson. Some of
| ships saﬁing were tlu: “Sterling™|

Mke," e “Provndenue,
'“B‘t&!,” J{&n L!bgl'ty . ”Tw

others,” ani‘ltﬁfyand Hary
Aﬁmo i il

vessels|

Mmer, John" Little and Collins,’ __
the

”:; B:ehard Browrmgg h 3
~upon wluch is
engraved the !ollo,wing o 15

silver tanLard

!Ye gtft of ye d.wners‘ of—

held in the Al‘amilvi:u . S o
Jimuaqr % 3 .].7?5 ‘ ‘

would not“lmport any Bast Ia

{nor exportto Great Bntain ao}
tobacco, g&z\:ch far, turpint:me.or

.remzoli’ed. :

goods or Bntaslp mahnfa;ctufe';ib .

any other articles, and even our|te
women denlared, they -woold not | w
drink any tea untdz the tax was

ed that no pork, beef, rice, fous;
peas or bacon be allowed to.;_.f;e
exported except in return for salt”
arms or ammunition aetuaﬂy
imported in this.province.

In 1794 Schooners “William’s-
Industry,” “Two Friends” and'
sloops sailed from this point to’
Baltimore and Philadelphia.

In 1799 there were forty-three
arrivals and as many departures. |
The exports from this port in the
year ending September 30, 1794
amounted to $50,646.

At the end of the century we
find it to be the golden age ol'
social enjoyment and prospenty
in North Carolina but on the high
seas American ships were frequ-
ently subjected te wrong and in
dignities by British cruisers,
which seized theircargoes orcrews
on various pretexts. ' :

The pirates on the coast, the
dangerous coastways ~and the
uphealthy climate were the chief
hindrances to  the growth of
Foreign commerce during this,
fhe 18th century.

Commerce During the Nmee
' teenth Century.

There was at this period of our
history a good trade between the
West Indies and several  of the|
Eastern towns; Edenton, the
most important, was largely én-
gaged in the shipment of staves,
tar, pitch, lumber and provisions,
importing salt-and tropical stores
in return; all this was ruthlessly|
sioppcd‘ by the embargo laid 'by
Cpngres.r,. This extreme mf;-;s-

Lure failed to bring England to

any surrender to search the

T

futuz‘e, “war .was declared, 1Fllief;

On_-the 24th of Jul_y 1788, |
'Cagtam Mercd;théfom goqieaux 1

-brought th ou«r town two dislm-
taken to West India: and tl”aded | :

: 'wﬁcl;tha Carolm:taus bu)‘r paying | 8¢,

Afnei-icao ships, and as Ameri |
caps were resolved for mden}nu;y
for the past and secunty for the}

two kindred pations wasted blood
and tteésure in a fruitless qﬂaml
The Dismal Swamp Cana

tq prove of- grcat bene&t th

mem cogaiqeo. but was: vct un

lla 'uelate,s an mtorest-KT

Subsenptmp $l .00 a Xem'

- It was USed as a ferry
tween Edenton and Ply+
and carried “the Raleigh’
“The trial trip was made
%o hours and five minutes,
ice of twenty miles. Its
_‘I_le is still preserved. It
endered - President * ‘Monroe
_l-easure boat when he 'v:s:t-
town in 1819, for the pur-
inspecting the lower
g’ in reference to inland
fon. |
‘f819 many schooners,
& gnd vessels sailed to and
our port to'Savannah, Phil-
hia, Charleston, New York,
- Port, Baltimore, Sonth
» Bermuda Islands, Guada-
y St. Eustatia, Boston, Bris
‘B I. Bome of these vessels
the schooners.: “Elizabeth,”
ernor Brooks,” **Emanuel,”
pline and Mary,"” . *‘Sidney,
an,” *Tabitha,” “Bix Sis
*Triton,” “Edenton” and
amer Albemarle. -
Mﬁom January 21st to
' fl’lth thm were . many

a

: -there were - thn-l-y
qght a’gnt\als Five came from
foreign potts, namely: from the
Island of Martinique, St. Barts
and the West Indies.

In 1829 one. hundred and
twenty vessels came in. Forty
three from these foreign ports the
West Indies, Malaga, Gibralta,
St. Barts, Cadiz, Turks Island,
Guadalonpe; Martinique, Madeira
St. Thomas and St. Johns,

In 1830 one hundred and sev-
.en vessels arrived.
from foreign. ports.

In 1831 fifty-five vessels arrived
Eleven came from the West
Indies. .

After hostilities had ceased be-

Eleven came

| tween the two countries, it seem-

ed a great thing to the people of
the coast to once  more enjoy the
fqll benefits of trade and com
merce  All foreign commodities
were very scarce and costly. Salt
wéas made on the 8eacoast in lim-
ited quantities, but _of very in-
fe;'rior quality. = It'was very grati-

{fging to the people to see the

stores filled with goods of every
description and commerce become
bl:'isk again in 1821.

. The éstimated value of exports
in 1827 was $5,000,000 from the
| Albemarle Bection alone; but

sad to relate “this ‘prosperity is
fqllowed by the record that Ede
ton continues with Halifax to
lose importance in the march of
events, many v:llages surpassmg
them in inhabitants and trade.”

."The 1mports in 1820 were all
manufactured goods, whlskey,

alt, rum and wine, while. the ex-
ports consisted of corn, . tar..
s‘aves, _turpentine’ and cotton.
eat was ‘the production of
that three ship-loads went
qut in one week to Southern
Ports.

¢ In 1830, North Carolina had

m’ore shlppmg in “the coasting | -

trade than any other state except
‘| Virginia, and the commerce Of

| Albemarle alone employed ﬁve

| of the _country

e . ——
HE

lumber ﬁsh track « melons and

£ poultry -

‘near Edenton became a matter of

used for this work. As many as|;
300,000 herring and 13,000 shad

The amount  invested - was $300-
000 giving employment for two
months in the year to about

suming annually about 100,000}
bushels of salt and putting up
anuually about 80, 000 barrels o[
herring,

for traffic The trade of the
town was soon connected by a

world., The dangerous voyages
through - the inlets and out into
the ocean were by degrees|
abandozled, and -almost all direct
trade with the West Indies ceas-
ed. Our commerce then bécame
chiefly inland; our goods were
ordered from Baltimore and Nor-

»1folk, but the want of regular post'

routes limited the mails.
The Albemarle Steam Navwa-

' thl’l Company had hér boats ply-

ing between here and Franklin,|
[ Va', before the Cw:l War. 'Som‘a

| considerable interest, seines being

thave been caught at one haul.

5000 hands and 260 -vessels, con-}

In 1836 the Dismal Swamp|

Canal was completed' and ‘ready }

new water course with the outer|-

- At the close of the ‘ninéteenth -
century a mighty change has

our little town.
electricity have thum:photl over
space. The iron’ lmes ‘have'
reached from the sea: to' the -
mountam barriers.

wealth and pleasure, and” instead
of the wagon train teiling slowly
we see the mighty train‘dash by
with speed comparable to that of
the hurricane, bearing burdens of

ed to our ancestors, as
[immova'ble as the
hilis.”

everlasting
ledge the kindness-of friends who

subject.

References were found from
“Irédell’s Life and Lctters,'\ N. -
C. Reader, Dr. Dillard’s “*Hlstory
of Edenton and its Baviron” and
“Wheeler s Remlmscences.

Sauge Sittings.
Rev H H:- Buttler hlled hls

»Sunday.
Mlsses ~

‘means - of l"r‘aﬁ por
here to Vﬂ'gmla save by stage
‘Coach.,

-

In 1861 came the cruel war,
when fields no longer bore the
rich harvest to ship North, when
commerce bécame men, when
fathers and hrothers, clothed in
the immortal gray, left home to
give —not to sell—themselves for
right, while the women. spun.
wove and fashioned: garments for
the children at home;. and all

who sent the church bells to
Rfchmond, that they might be
cast into cannon for the defense
in response to
Beauregard’s call under the lead-
ership of William Badham.
+ Cruisers swarmed along the
whole ooast, and it became a
matter of great peril to send out
any commodity by way of the
ocean. Thislead to a scarcity
of,salt, sugar, coffee, molasses.
and everything which had been
formerly imported from Europe
or bought of Northern merch-
ants. S T S
The war over,the blockade lift-
ed, the South pegan to rise from
devastation. . The fields were
again cultivated, the products
shipped. North. '
In 1869 Hedrick & Brother
introduced into our waters the
first pound net, thussymplifying
the fishing industry .

In 1879 the first telegraph line
was brought to Edenton, ‘and 1n
1881 ‘the. Norfolk Southern Raijl-
road opened to Edenton,” thus
enabimg her people to ship their
product by rail fo Norfolk mstead
of by. salkhoat.

Edenton.

ped toNosthern markets.
In:1896 :the Edenton Ice &

a'ﬁ;n -~ from ¥

honor to the men of Edenton,|

In. 1888 the. Branping llanue i
t?acturtng Company located q,t'_
manufactuxmg pq.u:'

ﬂuphmthei\wd"ct being ship-|

"_,_Storage GQmP"’?_ was - cga 2 '

Iééiﬁzw:a and Nel

Rountree.
{and Walter Barn&s.
‘Mr. Paul Parker is sp(gndm_g a

Mr. Archie Lassiter accompa--.

Swamp Sunday evening.

Mr. Lin Rountree and  Miss
Mattie Byrum called to see  Miss
Eva Barnes late Sunday evening..
'Mr. Percy Hobbs accompanied

Oak Grove Sunday evening.
Mr, and Mrs, Lewis Parker of
Famco, spent Sunday gi'en,_igng
with Mrs. M. E. Jones. ;
Mrs. A. T. Beamon returped
home Thursday from Portsmouth
where she has been visiting her
grandchnldren.
Messts. Yernon Beamon arld
Willie Baines were out ‘‘dear”
hunting Sunday morning. "
. Mr. Clyde Benton called to see
Miss Blanche Lilly Sunday night.
' Messrs. Vernon Beamon and

of Miss Minnie Small Sunday
night. : .
Miss Dixie Saunders was ln
town Monday evening.
Mr. J. O. Jones of Portsmouth, -
spent Sunday with  his mother,
Mrs. M. E. Jones.

Mr.. Rebert»Parket of l:lns place

H. Butler conducted the faneral

cessful member of Oak Grove
Ghnstum Church. He was 68 -
years of age, and- leaves many
friends to mourn h;s loss. :

Mr. Henry Ellis died on Satur-

neighborhood and was buried on .
Sunday evening. e

come to the travel a}d traffic of -

produce whi¢h weuld have prov- -
“fixed and

haye lent  books and paqlphlets :
and given facts conoemmg thus -‘

few days at his home u_;)Le_.w:gi;on. .

now is the shxppmg oi eotton,“

From -here '
to Virginia rush the wvehicles of

The writer wishes to acknow- -

l:ogular apgomtmént at Qak Gron &

nied Miss Allie Vann -to Middle

Miss Pearl Benton home t_rom\';

Vernol Hoggard werethe guests

died on Friday June 12, Rev. H.. .

Saturday evening. He was a stc-

"Wllhe Ba}nes B@d e

day June 13th, 1914, of the same 7 i -

'f'__., _%




