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Our Flshlng Industry, And What lt Means

EDENT@N NORTH omeum

—_— e ———

to these - habltual'-

Mr. Editor:

The maghnitude and im-
portance of the fishing' industry}
along the Chowan river is so
little understood or appreciated
that a brief history of-its opera-
tions will, we trust; awaken suf-

WA sold two million of herrings at
ficient interest arousing the peo-

fings furnish cheap food for fve
{thousand families or between five
thousand people from the .Chow-
an-river alone. The writer and|
his brother Edward who opeérated
| the fishery at ~Colgrain in 1882,

ple of this section to demand the
passage of a state-wide fish. com-
mission bill for its protection.
The Chowan river at one time
furnished "the” people a larger
supply of herrings than any river
in North Carolina. Before the
advent of dutclr or pound nets in
the waters of the lower sounds,
there was caught by the seine
fisheries annvally: from ten to
fifteen million herrings.  There
were several springs when- this
catch was exceeded, notably in
1878 and 1882, In 1878 a haul
was landed at
counted out over a half a million
and in 1882 one of two hundred

and sixteen’ thousand. There
are a crowd of witnesses whe will

Colerain

testity to these- - statements.

From 1878 to 1883 the gcatch’

averaged fifteen millions per sea
son. About this time pound and

A,_glll nets began to ‘increase in
(roatan a.n3i %amhco soﬁm to
such an extent not only in taks
ing shad and herrings befere ar-
riving at their natural spawning
grounds but obstructing 'thelg
passage that the seine fishing
gradually declined until it ceas-
ed to be profitable. = Those:who
" owned these flourishing industries
were virtually driven out of busi-
ness with the exception of Cape-
hart’s fishery at the mouth of the
tiver. Monetary loss to the fish-
ermen can hardly be estimated
besides the sacrificing of all their
fishing material and apparatus.
Never before in the histéry" of
the State has such ‘a great indus-
try.so far reaching in its benefits
to the people, been uearly de-
stroyed by a monopoly. Many
of the seine fishermen unable to
operate their fisheries embarked
into the dutch net business.
For a number of years ‘this was
quite a lucrative business, the
catch of herrings being from eight
to ten million, but the number
of shad taken gradually diminish-
8d, until today it does not pay to
fish them except by persons who
OWn them and do their own
work. For this reason there are
but few nets fished on the Bertie
side of Chowan river. Ina few
years at the rate of decrease there
will b€ none of consequence.
How did these fisheries along the
Chowan benefit the people of
Bertie, Hertford, Northampton,
Gates: Chowan and Perquimans
counties? ‘Here are a few facts
that cannot be controverted.
What do ten million herrings
Mean in cheap food supply to the
People of these counties? Simp
ly this: The writer knows from
actual experience as a fisherman,
that when herrings were plentiful
they usually sold ‘from - two to
three dollars per thousand fresh.
That farmers and others would
- PUrchase trom fifteen hundred to
Wenty five hundred for their

that

from two to three dollars per
thousand to the people of,Bertie,

Hertford -and” _Northampton
counties.

For many years the fishermen
appealed tothehcgiﬂgtufc to en=
actalaw to restrict the fishing op
eration af'thosewhb,blockaded the
inlets and give a free passage to
the ingress of fish but noadequate
protection has yet been given.
Gov. Glenn appointed a commit-
tee to go over the fishing territory
view the situation, hear the views
of the fishermen  and thoroughly
investigate the business, that a
fair and just bill to regulate the
industry could be enacted. This
committee performed this duty.
They heard the complaints of
the fishermen at Edenton, Roa-
noke Island and other places and
after fair and free .discussion
{made theiri’n;po'rt and formulated
a’ measure that wo‘nkg:ave given
;bmecem tect ;
mdutti'y"ﬂld save it from deteri-
oration. The bill passed the
house of Represenatives but was
killeJ in the Senate to gratify the
wishes of the Senators from
Dare and Hide counties. Thus
by senatorial courtesy a great
industry was crippled, an in-
dustry of the Albemarle Sound
and its twelve rivers along which
five thousand people were em-
ployed, thousands of dollars of
valuable property destroyed, and
over 200,000 people depriv-
ed of a cheap food supply they
have enjoyed since the settlement
of the state. When we think of
this burning outrage to the fisher
men,and people there is but one
conclusion forced upon us, vis,
that the Senators who voted a-
gainst it were either ignorant of
the situation or indifferent to the
crp of the people against the
absolute injury.
Qur fishermen seeing no.hope ot
relief in the shape of a just mea-
sure of restriction by the Legis-
lature met in Washington, N. C.,
on Dec., 1913, and after a whole
days discussion formulated a
state wide fish commission bill.
Nearly every county in the fish-
ing section =~ was represented
This measure would empower the
Governor to appoint a fish com
missioner and several assistants
from different sections of the sh
ing territory who are to constitute
the board of commissioners.
They are to be men of intelligence
with a knowledge of the needs of
the fishermen and hew to regulate
its operations with a spirite of
fairness and justice. This would
take the business out of the hands
of the Legislature, who have
shown by their action ‘that ;he}’
have little conception of its im-
portance or how it ought to be
protected. This bill failed to
pass in 1918, but our efficient
“fish commiissioner J. H. Leroy is
maimg'a stmﬂﬂﬂ“'ﬂfm to 3“

injustice and

remainder but

ermen and the people to  urge
for this messure that ' mears - 8o
when meats are 8o high and hogs

are dying with cholera.
J. H. ETHERIDGE

Help' The ;Starving
Belgians.

A Christmas Appeal.

To the Editor,

Dear Sir, -
Christmas approaches
and to quote the President’s
Thé,nksgiving Proclamation “it
has been vouchsafed to us to
remain at peace with honor.’
The duty and the privilege . re-
main =~ of avérting starvatlon
amongst the Belgian refugees
this winter and for this special
purpose the Dollar Christmas

the number of fish in our watenf- .
All scientific writers on the sube| Ag

ject say; abstructing the fish -~ by Iy

net trays -and. otherwise where|}ig

they enter from the ocean enrotite famde
: spa‘wmngr
grounds not only curtasl Oheaﬁa'
will eventually
almost destroy them. But tor the |eg
artifivial propagation .of ' shad,|:
this would have been the case in]
our waters. I appeal toour fish-|

upon our Represeigativesﬁto_ fight {1

much to them especially now|m

s

‘men and you may rest

e
-t

some cases the gift may
me measure of personal

& remember-at this crisis

thfl__.- - pity distress is but
wgan; 'OBELIEVE it is God-
like .
fﬁﬂ "_ sntributions entrusted to
me_a8 Preasurer will be promptly
aﬁd"‘;-’ ankfully acknowledged.

' ang your dollar-—more if
Y%&n

. o -
=T BetiT

Yours very truly,

- HENRY CLEWS,
Treasﬂ'er, Dollar Christmas Fund

‘.“1"

{far- Héneless Belgians, Broad
' Street,*New York.

li You Were Archie
To Every BQY

Krehie ‘was an average Ameri-
can hy. He went to school, en-

like: ~ In;vacation days he worked
whq.bo eould find “a job” to
eipm.mdowed mother. When

Fund has been organized.

Tt is: csumted to date th;f ' 33
txh:la: :

including the aid of the' wcaﬂhy
Rockefeller  Foundation—does
not average more than a few
cents for cach destitute Belgian~
enough to buy food for a few
daysl

The Dollar Christmas Fund
has one great ambition—to see
that every man, woman and child
this Ohtistmas shall have food,
clothing, shelter. This great
achievement is happily still possi-
ble and to this end we are work-
ing with the Christmas Fund of
London which has collected for
the same purpose nearly $400,000.
The cooperation of the two or-
ganigations has many decided
advantages. It provides a safe-
guard against waste from over-
lapping. It enables our Fund to
enjoy the guidance of members
of the Belgian Government as
regards the distnibution of relief.
All our workers are voluntary and
every cent subscribed, after de

ducting the cost of stamps agd
stationery, goes du'ect to the
Belgians.

F.ven if you have given to every
other fund we beg you in the
name of humanity to assist the
Christmas Fund for which 1
appea.l as Treasurer. Help to
send a Christmas gift worthy . of
America—a tribute of sympathy
from one people to another whose
needs and sorrows are immeasur-
able. |

If you realize that millions are
literally faced with starvation,
that. children are still crying for
food, shelterless women dragging
their weary way to help, that
aged men are homeless and
shivering—and this despite all
that is being done—you mll give
before Christmas and give ltber--

y.
: England has received 300,900

-1gors in

hﬂm ige’qgnond;m of the

daytookhhnhma eolsbrmd

physican. This physican made
the ntart.hng discovery that Archie

had leprosy, the most loatheseme, |

the most malignant, the most
hopeléss of all diseases. '
The laws in the State in which
he lived were very rigid regardiog
leprosy and so, without a goodby

to his friends, Archie was rushed |

off to a lonely place cslled “Lepro
sarium,” provided by the State
forsuch coses. Here he will have
to live the rest of his life, shut
out trom family and friends and
the big throbbing world in which

. | he is so much interested. It was

donbtless very lonely indeed for
Arehie especially at first, and he
watched the big ships sail by and
longed to have somebody fo talk
to,

A few months after Archie was
sent to this desolate place a friend
from “The Mission to Lepers
went to see him. After they had
talked a while the little fellow
said, ““The hardest of all is not {0
be able to write to the boys back
bome. I guness their mothers
wouldn’t want them to be geiting
letters frcm lepers. But [ wish 1
sould tell them abont my wireless
station.”

Imagive-the lnrprme of the
visitcr when he discovered that
Archie, during his solitary oon-
finement, had constructed a ~first
rate  wireless telegraph station.
Of eourse when the visitor went
home he saw to it . that Archie
had what was needed -to make
the station. more complete, and so
welldldhisatatlon work that he
was one of the first wireless opera
e world to pick np news
of the great Titanie disaster. The
-wneles! operators on the passing
ships hava become grasatly interest

of the refugees but there are
urmumbered thousands - still
wandering in F rance and Holls

. bgndes those in- la'ick:ned_h

ed in_Archie snd alw.y. '35'“' i

'__Imo man’s Christmas
b¢ the less happy be-

-

| Penikese Hospital, Penikese Island

|joyed tops, kites, marbles, balls g0yster Supper at Bethel
,andbthﬁr things that other boys. '

» tyour alfalfa field and cut the first

_ mmtheﬁgld MMM

P.-r"

mws from the ontmda world thnt
| he oould catch through his- little
instroment.

noeded, Archie said, “No, 1 hawe|
everything I need.”
‘hesitated aud stawmered a little,

mach trouble for you to send me:
au occasignal copy uf one of - the
big maguzines?” It seems a pity
that the new law about amatenra
‘makes his wireles station ineffec—
five just at present.

Now if every boy in Ameriva
who -hears this story will . send

ing messige, Christmas would be
happy indeed for this bright. but
lonely boy im his solitary prison..
If you were Archie wouldu’t
you just love to have bright bean

messages from othjer boys out in
the great big world? Send a post
ocard aud join in the “Christmas
Post-Card Shows” for Archie.’
His address is
ARHCIE THOMAS,
. New Bedford, Maxs.

— O W

School House.

-

5
"An Qyster Supper and Austion
sale will be given'al Bethel school
koma on Fnday mght, January

Alfalia—Warning

_There is one objection to alfalfa:
It was discovered byan Oklahoma
farmer who uncovered his aching
heart the other day in print, and
told his tale of woe. He said:

‘“We hear a good deal .about
the value of an alfalfa crop.
Some people never let up blow-
ing about it. They tell you if
you feed it to your work team
you won't have to feed grain to
keep them fat; that it is worth
pound for pound as much as bran
for feeding milk cows; that it is
one of ‘the best pork-producers;
that it is fine for feeding beef
cattle. Give us a rest! It makes
us tired! In May, just at the
time you ought to be hoeing - out
your cotton, youhave to go into

crop. Then in June, just when
you have a chance to go fishing,
there’s another crop of alfalfa te
cut, and you don’t go:
ing hot in July, and you feel as
if you onght to keep in the shade
some, but you have to get in an-
other crop of alfalfa. In August
you want to go to camp-meeting,
swap yarng, have .a good ecasy
time, and get religion. But you
can't—there’s that alfalfa again.
In September 1t has always been
your custom to visit wife’'s kin-
folks, but do you do it? Nat|
much. Confound that alfalfal
In October you are done with
most of the other crops and you

traption known as the county
fair, and spend some of your
money, but you have to harvest
another crop of that infernal
alfalfa. And in November in

And: be.

and then added, ¢ Would it be too|

Archie a _post card with a ocheer- +

tiful piotures and cheery little |

It’s blaz}

want to-go to that gambling con-|.

When the visitors e
asked if there was anything  he|.z

23 ]ackaonnlle, m “Decs 7,
1914 < Nerth' Carolina ' to - the
front- again.: This ‘#ime - its: m
public bealth matters atthe South -
ern Health: Exhibition held' in
this city in connection with the
‘meeting of the - American Public
Health Association. The health
exhibit lfs by ‘North Carolina -
(was well ahead -of ' that - of ‘any -
other Southern State,
'the verdict of every vhim tothe -
exhibition and there were- about:
14,000 of them. : Many 'of ‘the.
prominent health officials  from -

that the South,

ing to the front iu health work so -

rapidly. In faet many expressed -
the feeling that North Carealisa’s

,|exhibit not ~only: excesded any -
other exhibit: at the ' Expesition- -
bat it also exceeded -any--other . -
single exhibit at the International-
Congress on School Hygiene held -
at Buffalo a year ago and had but-.

few peers at Internatienal. Con-
| gress on Hygieneand Demography

agﬂ
North ‘Carolina’s - oﬂhblt 18

\pl.mt mﬂ’ one’ 0‘ M’

bénqlosu thmmk and m

: Carelmssmxhtht will: h«-

edtoRds:gb Hereafter it enu g
be loaned by the Staté Boapd . of -

Health to asy convention; eclub,

Mr. Charlie Russell and chil-
dren of Edenton spent Sunday
with his sister, Hrs. L. A Réun-
tree.

Little Fletcher lel of E-
denton, who has been visiting his
cousins, Hertell and Hazeélett
Rountree, has returned ‘home.
Master Fletcher is a cute child.
‘His winsome ways have made
him many triends dunng his so-
journ here.

dren of Manhattan, ‘Kansas, ‘are
visiting at Mrs. L. A. Rountree's,
Mrs. Henry Brothems and daugh
ter, Miss Pearl, of Whaleyville,
Va., are visiting at the “home' of
her danghter, Mrs. Cam Harrell.

Mr. Moody Btallings a promis-
ing young attorney of Buffelk,
Va., and ‘Miss Sadie Alphin, one
of the most attractive young
lagies of this sectionm, wmh -

ly married at Gatesville last
day. :

Miss Sarah. Bn-all jpent ;dew
days the past week at the  hame
of her uncle, Mr. W, B. S. Rld
aicks
Messrs. C. E. m W.
O. Harsrell and John Parker- call-
.ed at the home of Mr..J. J. Me-
Carthy Sunday moming.- ..
= -John_Parker and .Bob-
bie McOasthy wete out m

dcsperatton you turn  the catt}

fhu&mnbylkht.
lrfmmmﬂ
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fair or other orgmuution that }
wishes to use it, free of ~shasge,

provided packing and gg., :
tion charges are paid. 2 it
Acern. 7~

Canada and our Northeﬁ.--‘r'ma- -
Western states expressed surpfise.

and espeoially
Noith Carolina, should be forg-.

held at Washmgton two yéus

divided intofour parts, one ' on

Mrs. J. A. Edelblute and ¢hil-

r ] by
. T U i By |
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