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desire of humankind, and this hus
been_ the greatest record-breaking
Year in the world’s history.
Leading the race is the aufomo- ‘|
ile. A raser over a perfect
étretch of road in England reached |
86§ miles per hour, an :
remarkable then that, Barney Old- |
field, the American expert, drove a |
machine around an oval track a
mile in several seconds less than o)
winute. |

Already the automobile hasover-
taken the locometive. ‘

The road engine‘is even with the |
rail engine,

And its speed is only in its be-
ginning, for awlbmobiling looks
forward to & 100 fhiles an hour as
0 easy certainty. That is Mr.
Oldfield’s prediction, and he does
not set his limit at a century mark.
We shall scon have prophiets who
will want the amomEile to make 8
mile in 30 seconds.

are-being butlt and-old factories are |

allh'lilllwgllktf it. ‘

even more | more intense and far more sure of l

o
In the meanwhile, automobiles
080 g iag by, the :
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(Copyrighted, 1903, by Wm. R. Miller.}

Ihe Sport Carried Too Far.

To break the record is the mad | The factories are turning out new | for the many.

machines daily, and new fuctories But as civilization brought its
inventions and it§ new modes of
transportation conditions changed.

T'hen the many had to fight to
| keep the few from monopolizing
the advantages. »

That fight has e -
heing permunent. Nothing but the | llh ﬂ. __:b : t;@: L(.Tlne thm&gh lh;
flving machine can lll:‘plu('u or dis- . rrlntlur“"‘““ 1V Will go on roug
ourige it. all time.

: Il"rur’-‘tlm.-v who have machines or | = We had {rouble keeping the bi-
who intend getting machines this | cyeles where they should be—they
universality means that they must | even wanted to crowd the pave-
be allowed to do about ss they [ ments and the footpaths. Special
please on the roadways, and that | laws proteeting the footpaths had
ihose who do not have machines or | to be passed.
who do not intend to get machines | Trolley lines came and tried to
must get out of the way. 1 grab the highways. They sought
But there are two sides to this | the property of the people without
question. paying for it, and nmslé)euple wish
" Let us go back a little. they had kept them off the roads
Roads are for all the people. | ¢ven I“__":l'“ they do pay for their
: G | {ranchises. :
When they were le‘.':'f. estal‘;‘l‘lfhejl | Now e awtomichilei e ek
there were no favorites. Every- | grabber of all. ‘There is no con-
body walked on equal terms and

cealment of its intention. Read
with equal safety. The few did not | {he papers devoted to the machines
have the rights. The roads were s

wd you will find artieles: every,
o ST

being enlarged, There never was

The hieyele craze swept thecoun-
try, but the automobile craze is far

week advising oll gutomobilists to |

get on the right side of the polits
ciuns 80 as to obtain more liberal
laws in the matter of veloeity,

They want to run without regard
lo safety. In their enthusiasm
they call those who oppose them as
mossbacks and dullards; say they
are opposed to progress, and that,
a8 the automoliile has come to atay,
it is no use to try to keep it within
bounds.

Those who do not own aulomo-

| have condemned the rucers on the

| daily in the police courts and in

| the publie thoroughfares.

biles and who objeet to flying en- |

gines on the rouds,-which belong to
all, also feel strongly upon the mat-
ter. Some of tlem are aroused to
the fighting point. For instance,
the other day the farmers in a sec-
tion near Chiesgo held a meeting
after a particularly disastrous acci-
dent from a break-neck perform-
ance of an automobile, and decided
to carry shotguns im their wagons
and to shoot if the sutomobilists
persisted in their speed madness
and in frightening horses and in-

an ey

| thing, Xt is & wonderful addi

Impartial judges from ihe bench | to the comfort, convenience and
h roper use-of the world: It grves
health and it saves time, and it is
une of the hest agents that man
has ever devised for pleasure and
business,

the hoapitals, | To attempt to confine it by pet-

Women, children, old people— | ty laws is the height of folly. At
all kinds andclasses—suffer. There ‘_:r“l some of the cities tried to keep
is & new fear—the fear of the fool | It cut of the parks, which soon
in the racing engine let loose on | filed. Some people would restrain
1ts use from cerfain streets; that,
too, will be unavailing.

Common sense must doecide, as it
always has to decide in matters of
this kind. For a while the laws
will vary and confliet, but in the
{end there will be a compromise
[ which will yield the largest good to
the majority,

public rouds us being little less
than murderers.

In cities the problem comes up

) I
No wonder there is an acute feel- |

ing of resentment against the auto-
mobile. Its rucing fools are re-
g-_pn}'lﬂlhli'.

The roads still belong to the peo-
ple, and, so long as they value the
sufety of their families, they are
going to li;i;hl for the few privileges
they have left.

It is not a fight aguinst prog-
ress—it is a plain, sensible, neces-
sary measure of protection, *

At the same time we must {ully
and falrly recognize the fact that
the sutomobile is a permanent

Fifty thousand automobiles are
now in use in the United Siates.
Fifteen hundred are being added
to this number every month, They
are carrying people, delivering

recreation and b The
tuke owners to their ms

they have_ croased

goods, performing the missions of
e -..'i.'?.:" L

| An automobile trip to the North
I Pole has been seriously Euggﬁltﬂd.

The practical point is that the
machines may becoms cheaperafter

| the present demands are
| Onee the bicyele sold for $150. To-
day it flgures in

in sales. If
may be that way with the horselesa
carriage,

When the average wage-earnee

| cun afford his automobile he will

get more out of e, Just now ha

| feels bitterly aguinst the machine

because the few reckless drivers
have made it unpopular, but, if he
looks ahead a bit, he will appreciate
the wisdom of giving it fair treate
ment in the making of road laws,
for the time will come when these
laws will affeet his own interests.
Entering into this spirit of faire
ness, the automobilist should nok
ask more than is required for the
safety of the mml‘:ﬁuru than that
1s not only a general danger, but an
injustice that cuts deeply into the
sentiment which has fought for the
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freedom of the highways ever zinos,




