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& “Bhow him in'" he paid Lo the
y and then exprelantly
. wonderiog whether he
an adventurer or an tmbecile

sy

Waa
He

appasred on the

b af soch au extrnordlonry requeat
Mliis was the friend of his younger

Io seok an sudlonce undir such
! matancea, and, oa the ocontrar,
ﬂl wisltor proved to be a poaentity
‘ermnk, the guard would give protec- |
'l.ld summary punishment

door of the cabinet wlld baek.
& grim, scarrod, weather beaten
stood surrounded by the royal

utter awtonishment
the admiral standing
soverelgn rose from
A step forwird.
m for & moment, the king
admles), and then slowly
il sach other's haud, casting the
‘of situution and the lllll’nmm
\ completely aalde.
" ‘the monarch sald, “for
@ whit brings you here in a
this? 1s there no lmit to
g, and nothing at which
¥y will hesiate? Do you
or as an Amerioan

eame another lllllll'll'l pause,
"Ring with a gesture inviled
5 be sosted, The guard dis-
y withdrew and closed the door
-&m

ns continued: “I must apologize
ng wpon yow; but I have
& long way to deliver a mes-
0 which permits of no delay.”

an  official capacity thont"
the monarch dryly.
offieinl snd friendly. 1 was

for this misslon not only be
of our known friendship, but
ranson thut I could explain ovr-
} evenls to you better than any
pn Mving.”

king nearly forgot the distrust
he had folt first, and almost
to the Impulse to drop all core-
y and sak his guest for an expla
m then and there. He hall rone
graspod the arms of his chair. His
apened- to Interrogate, and then,
_Jife's tralning and restraint ro
their hold, his tongue gave a
dlel. and he again assumed a pos-
of repose. It was diMcult to us
an alr of complacence when
fostinet of king and man oalled
to him to ask lmpetuously the one
him for the uuravellng of the
of events and the story of the
of the Hritlsh fleet. He velled his
ty, his emotion and Lis exclte:
behind & mask of polite roserve,
what was coming next? His vis:
. Who had hesltated, now went on
Is no time nor placo for me (o
#Ay what I have to; but as an emis:
g_"_” of my government I am asked to
. guee you, your prime minister and
first lord of Lhe admirally to graut

ay,

s

e e e

watehed the |

the king and the offleer whose
card wan an

pacy of mume Lthan 30 years
. g The pame alone had sam
et voolpht Lo poeclude the curt re !

nothing but an errund of the
Importance could have Induced |
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mind and some rellef from uneerialn

ty Nutore he could reply the voles re
sl

The audlenee must be granted to
night.”

“Tenlght, to-night'”  The suvereignp

forgot hig aploinb, leancd hig body ter
word his evmpanion, mnd thrust his
chin forwiard. There had been some
thing In the wse of the word “must™
and the astonlshing docleration that )
the Interview shiould be conceded at
once that arouned a Httle spark of re-
wentmont. And yot he was Diled with
& curfosity akin to anger

The sdmiral was gulck to read his
royal host's apnoyance, and hastened
to concllinte. “Your mnajesty, as your
friend 1 ask you not to misconstrue
auything 1 way say. | am asking os &

favor that I be allowed my own time
and way—yen, that | even may be poer-
mitied to suggest the conditions of the
meetlng. Bellove me, it is for the
bext.”

The kiog was motionleas and speech
lean for what seemed & long time,
From his viewpoint of head of & na
tion and bound to maintain ita dig-
nity, and a man with a man's anxie
tles and anxlous to learn from a
friend's llps the story of the last
month's secrets and disasters, he wan
conaldering what was best to do.

In ap oddly repressed tone ho an-
swered with another tentative ques-
ton. "As a friend 1 recolfved you in
wy box, and now on this same basls
I nak you If this commanieation of
youra la so important and urgent that
it eannot take fta dom course accord-
Ing to official custom ™

"Beyond ofMelal ways, your mnjesty,
imperative and urgent,” was the re
sponse; “otherwise | shonld not have
choson this unusual method of ap
proaching you, noe asked for such an
unusual gudience in such haste and at
such an unseetnly hour"

To summen & king, 8 prime minister
and the highest official of the earth's
most mighty navy to n private inter
view at midnight! Even in times Nke
thoese It seemad prepostogously tmpu-
deat; but this man came an & friend
from the land of sllent terror whieh
throatened to conquer the world, was
undoubtedly In deadly earnest, and
was & means of Information belwesn
what had aotually happened and what
was to come,

“""Time will not wait, even
kinge'™ quoted the monarch  with
rome undershade of hitterness, and
from hls guest came the whispered re
turn:

“No,
kings"

The monarch slowly settled back Into
the hollow depths of his chalr and, as
if secking & moment's respite to re
view the situation, looked upward at
the hangings of his box and then out
toward the garish lights of the atage
The bush of expectancy over the hpuse
had reached a ollmax of intensity, and
the master of ceremonles In & raucous
voleo was shouting toward the roof jn
dolibarately prolonged tones: “Are—
you—all—ready ™ From somewhere
above them came a falnt response,
“Youo," and then with speed gathored
by Its long fight through the air
thore came flashing comotllke from
high above an extended wploteh of
white, the sound of a sharp splash,
and & burst of applause as the “event
of the evening.,” a high dive, was con
nummated Nalther ocoupant of the
royal box pald aoy attention to 1his
feat. Nevine remnined (n an wtilinde
of expoctancy, walting for the king's
next words.  The suecess or fallure
of his enterprise might depend upon
them, and In this light they seemed
of almost (ragle conseguence

for

time ocannot walt, evon for

“"What do you propose’ the roler
anked, agaln faclng the admiral as
though there had been no lapse of

fime, and the other, rolleved by this
sgn of newent, gave nn Inviluntary
and deep-drawn sich 0F poluxit o

I your malesty will be so kind, 1
faink 1t best that | slonld most youn In

| A8 jinxt
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| dvpartare from thin theater  That
e n prlvate s | wlill glve lreway for the aother gentle
The king, bopeiret, curlous snd men 1o reapond to the summons and
wnxioun, wuw yol relleved by what hel o e . appolated time
eard. T " 1-‘f-'-”-lul= very ua | The band struck up “God Have the
ustial fnomoc0op 0 furoa private cmudl | Kine™ In token of the cloalng of the
wnee  under rntanevs,  and performunce, and from where (hoy
he had hope 10000 (o it would come wern they could see the  audienne
elucidation of all \_-hu‘lr e most | standing, In total ignorance of the
wished to kuow  The morrow thep prosenca of his majosly and unaware
would at lrnst hring somn case of | o0 0 reet that 8 momentons Inter-

They Stood for & Moment, the King
and the Admiral.

view, Involving Iife and death, peace
and war, and the welfare of empire
was belng conducted In & tlny over
hanging box above them, while a
leoring mask of tragedy stared hollow.
oyed from the stage as if In mockery,
Thoe king and the admiral were both
on thelr feet, the one looking ahaent-
mindedly through an aperture, his
mind concentrated on the declsion he
must make, and the ather watchlug
and walting with breathless suspense
Holow the throng began =&  steady
movement toward the exlts, conatant
Iv dissipating iteslf, and tho house
wis almost emptied before the offcer
had his reply.

"Very well, you mny come, and 1
shall bave the others sent for at
oneo."

Hovine gwave a quick start of exulta-
than, but his  companion contlnued
without & pause:

“l shall ba there within half an
hour, and whall lostruct the guard at
the outer gate to adm!it you immediate
Iy on your arrival.”

His eompanton held up a hand as It
torgetting somethiog. “If your maj
asly pleases, 1 ahould prefor that you
instruct the guard at the private en

trance londing from the garden in the
rear.”

To thia also the king acceded, at-
tributing It to a desire for conceal
ment oo the part of his companion,
who nlmost at once muade hin adiow,
punsed ot beyond  the curtalne,
through the door, and joined the lost
of the lagging crowd.  The fog bad
not abated, but seemed sven mere lms
penetrable than (0 thoe Lo
uf the evening nond  vendersil 10y
more HMenlt oo aned 1l "
the glow and halatlon o f a0
dimly ahowing  throueh n el
Hehting vp a tiny tadioe i e 2loom,
A coonslable kept ealling: "Kesp close
o the wall'  Keep close to the wall!™
his volee eonnding from a long dis-
tance and mauMed. Cabmen were in-
Elatenlly shouting, and when Hevinas
came o the Arst strect crossing he
wns almost run down by a slow moving
antomoblle whose eves gtaced mt hilm
suddenly Hhe those of a gront beetis
It was the king driving to his resl
dinee

Al NMuekingham
roval  banner

earite “

palaes, where the
waa hanglng  sodden
Fromn da stafl, (the gunrvds with bhushy s
itenl with the perspleation of (he
night, tramped briskly to and fro at
the mgreat irom gatex In front as well
The gutes of the ganien on
Huekinghnm voad, & half mile g the
rear The thine of the appalntiment was
piasl when the goard at the private on-
tranee  received  The

the palaco witliin an hour after vonp:

expectind visltor

with n comment of suirprise nnd apal

iy thnt he had nnl Howsny aecompanted

throngh the gardbns by the fartber
Binirles

“Verv thonehtloge and anusanl, sir "

e sndd, “and 1AV ceport thivin nt onee ™
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"No, o, dfat do  that T-‘-\'lrll|
hastlly requented. T wished 1o rome
alone. Ity hia majesty's jormianion,”
be added, and the man conducted him
ta the private andlences chambor,
where he wgn given g seal

The prime minister entored only a
fow minutes Inter and stared hard at
Revios, evidently trylng 1o recall
whether or not they had met bhefore, |
And seeming to remember something
familiar in the face. They walted
without speaking unti] the lord of the
adimirally appeared, gshowing from hin
giirh that he had been compelled 1o
hasten his coming; agd then came tho
king

“Gentlemen,”™ he sald, turning tn tha
others, “thin In Admiral Robert Aeving
of the United States navy

Had he sald: “Geatlemen. here In an
anpanain with a pooketful nf hombs.'
tha effect on the members of his cabl-
net could have bean thardiy  less

marked, Revins bowed and extended
hin hand to each ta turn. assuring
them of his friendliness The king

himeelf  without parley conducted
them to a more private room, nnd
offered each In turm & cigar, after |
which he looked inguiringly at his
guent, who answered by drowing from
his pocket u sealed dispatch, which be |
dellvered. It wad torm epen and readd |
In sllence, pansing from hund to hand,
after which the admiral, without pro-
lude, plunged Into his subject. |

“As will be witnessed hy the dis-
patohes I have brought, the United
Blates wishes nothlng mors than rome- |
plete harmony. It has been compelled |
for the sake of pence to adopt rather
unprecedented methods, which | ean
axpure yon will at least revolution e
all methods of warfare as generally
understood. The letter in to reassure
bie majesty.”

Tha two members of the ministry
lonked at each other In strained sun-
pense, and eagoerly walted for the
Ameriean to continue, which he did
after brief thought, Im which time he
gravaly studied the king's face.

“It haa not beem pleasant for my
country to take the steps It has; but
there ware no othe means of estab-
lshing and maintalnlag--perhaps for
ever—a sontinoed state of perce. Gen-
tinmen, 1 bellove that the day of war
has nearly seen *its sunset, | be
love if you will intrast yvouraelves (o
my care for the next few hours, under
my ASAUTADCce a8 A representative of
my govarnment and as a friend of hin
mnjesty’s, that ao harm will come 1o
any of you, that I camn convines you
of what | have sald, a8 well as of the
usnlessness of strife” '

Agaln there was sllencs, while those
in ‘he room looked at each other gques:
tHodngly.

“"Yea, it will raquire your leaving
the palaoe,"” the admiral continued ag
if responding to an interrogation, anid
thom with grim humor added, “that
notwithstanding tho disappearance of
tho katser and hia chanosllor.”

The minitters shook thelr heads, -
dicating that It was Impossible. The
monarch, however. sat steadlly watch
Ing and lstening, tlicking the ash now
and then from his cigar and smooth.
Ing an end of leal which had pulled
loage.

“The reason thix is nocessary," the
JMoer hastened to add, “4s that your
people will never understand the pow.
or of the 1'nited States pnor belleve In
it on less distinguish testimony than
that which you will he able to render.
Even then It will be hard for them to
comprehend that my country Is In pos.
aesssion of an engine of war that conld
bring nll nations to ity feet, or annl-
hilate them If It chuse”

His hearers stiffencd up for a mo-
ment, reading In this placld assertion
n threat.

“No, It not & menace to you or the
world, If you will but grant my wish,
Gentlemen, 1 am asking you to be my
guests in the namo of humanity, which
1s above all rulers and above all gov-
ernments!™  His wvolce was vibrant
and almoat pleading o bls anxiety to
gain his point,

The king alone seemod half  in.
clned to go. "l have known Hevips
for 30 years,” he sald slowly, “and wa
have been very good (riends, Indeed
Intimate wt times, and | weuld infrus}

| tery which | now thoroughly under-

who etood’ at attenton, hls face De-
traying no sign of anything unusual

Into the room eateresd another visl
tor, followed by Hevins, who closed
the door after him. The materializa-
tion of s ghost could have created no
greater surprise, The king dropped
his clgar on the carpet and, ke his
companlons, Jumped to his feet and
stood ke a statue. The prime minis-
ter's hand wos half polsed in the air
and remalned there while the lord of
the admiraity shoved his head forward
in an attitude of awestruck question-
ing

The king broke the silonce. “Fleld?
fs that you?" he asked, In utter aston-
iehment

“Yes, your majesty, it 1s L" and he
advanced to meet the king, who sud
denly held out hia hand.

The others rushed forward almost
Incoherent in greeting the admiral
who had salled away In command of
the greal fleet of demonstration and
had heen given up as dead.

Fleld was apparently enjoying the
slituntion, and waited until they began
to ask question bhefore expressing his
views. "I am under my word of hon-
or, or I might say parole—"

“Not that,” Bevins interrupted.
are not & prisoner.”

“Well, under promise then that I
shall say nothing concerning the mys.

“You

stand.” He made a Mtle grimace as
1f the subjoet brought up unpieasant
recollectlons of defent, and went on:
*“l am here to-nlght as the guest of
our friend the admiral. He bhas told
ma of his fallure to convines you that
what he asks {# neceasary, and I have
come to add my arguments to his,
urging upon you to do as he says, He
has told you the truth when he says
that It may mean an end to war."

The ministers and the lord of the
admiralty looked - shocked; but the
kipg made a declsion without heal-
tancy. “l will nccept, and belleve it
hest that the others should accompany
me."" It was conclunive,

They donned thelr light coats, and
when the monarch stepped from hie
wardrobe a moment later he, oo, was
garbed for his trip and preceded them
down the hallways, through corridora
and arched doors, over heavy car.
pets where the nolse ef their feet was
deadenod, and across tiled  floors
whare the ring of thelr hoot-heels dls-
turbed the silence. Only once did the
king bLalt, nnd thal was for Beving tn
Indicute whether It was desirable to
pass through the private door or Into
the broader eorridor leading toward
the front of the palace. They chose
the former course, passed the wander
Ing sentry at the door, and out Into
Che nlght. The odor of June flowers
came to them on every slde through
the welrd vell of fog, and from the
firive beyond the pile of stone and
brick came the stendy clattering of
horses” hoofn. They walked closely
together, the king holding Bevins'
arm.  The sentry heard thelr feet
ateadily erunching out over the grav-
eled walks, started at the sound of a
melancholy, far-reaching whistle, won-
dering whether it was a slgnal of
some strange import, and then ro-
sumed hls wguei Jnotlonless attjtude,
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The king and hisx ministers had been
Raken by the fog, the night and the
mystery.

CHAPTER XII.
The Dreadnought Returns,
The falling of the heavensn wonld
have craatcd little more consternation |
and exeltrmen! In London than the
slght whith met the residonts’ eyilz|
on the mornlag following the Klag's |
visit to the Hippodrome. The fog
which settled unexpoctedly on llul
night of Jun. di:wipated ised as)|
atealthily as ' hod come, and floated |
out with the dpwn, leaving in tis atead |

a clear sk d then, as If a rire
digcovery b | hoen mibds :Jm\ll!an@l
ously by thou<inds Insicad of one, 8
awarm of people. dofyving the rush of
motors, of omnilimger and hansoms,

debouched on the Thaomes cmbank-
ment by the stately plle of buiidings
where parllament convenes, filled the
roadsteads, Jammed each other
agalnst the river wall, aad scorned the
constables, who vainly strove to maln-
tain order and uninterrupted trafe,
There, resting  serenely om  the
bosom of the river where {n times be-’
fore Roman galleys had foated, wu’
the pride of the PBritish novy, the|
Dreadnought. Neither an officer of|
the watch, a rallor, nor & marine bn—|
strofe  her decks, Inert and un-!
tenanted, sllent and llfcless, she lay
close by the great gray bulldings lke
the last survivor of a defeated army
who had crept home 1o bring & report
of disastor and was restlug in the
shadow of the Iast refuge. Her un
masked guns stared wide-eyed and
mournful; from her crippled funnels
came no wlap of curling smoke; from
her chawnels strotchod no anchor
chnins; and she pald no heed to the
vagnries of the sluggish current; her
prow which had defiantly parted so
mamy seas wag nosed into the mud In
helplessness; buf ae an only solnce
there floated from her stern the un-
sullled hanner of the United King
dom, and whipprd as she was she had
come back to her people with colors
still fiying.

The miracle of her position was
greater than the marvel of her return;
for nbove and below that spot on the
rlver were bridges Impassable for a
boat of half her mize, bencath which
tugs and other eraft were wont to
lower thelr jolnted siucks. In all the
world there was no knowa strength

oy mechanleal contrivance that could

— -
trunsport over shallows and biidges
22,000 tons of steel, and ‘then leave
it In thia probibited place. Her very
nppearance bore mute testimeony of
Jingular strife. True, she was fntdet
to a point flush with the great steel
domes which held her menacing and
frowning guns; but hér fightimg masts,
her top rig, and the upper bhands of
her funnel were riven off as If by one
devasting Une shot taken full abeam
or square astern. The wreckage of
whiis Samper had been removed, so
thut no debris littered her deserted
deeka,

For many days of gloom It had been
tocopted a8 a fact that nothing but
annihilation could account for the dis-
appearance of the squadron which had
daggedly salled away Into the mys
terious west 1o vanquish a terrible and
unsnown enemy or meet & glortous
death. Little hope had begn sustained
as the days of silence went by that
any explanation of that defeat might
be forthcoming, or that any vessel
might return; and now before Lon-
don's gathered populnce was a grim
rellec which only added to eomjecture.
From no souree could the secret of
this mysterions visitation be lenmed;
and 5o the cmdmlladudiﬂul.

A boat, whose fiag distinguishad her
an being of the river patrol, obeyed
hall from- the share, pulled nolélly. np
the stream against the outgoing tide,
and circled round the levikthsn as
though suspecting danger from within.
Her chief officer, after due eoaution,
and recelving no response, cautionsly
directed her along wide, and bhoarded
the Dreadnought over the starboard
qunrter. The ever increasing crowd
along the embankment drew o Iits
breath in expectancy, walting for a
revelation. It heard him shout “Be-
low, there!" and leaned forward,
listening for whatever respouse fight
be glven; but nothing was heard ghve
the steady Tap of the water and the
farthest sounds of sar)y river traffic

(CONTINUED NEXT SUNDAY)

Hefore the Russian war the street
ridlway system of Toklo was less than
one mile in length,  Now the milenge
Is one hundred miles, with a revenue
lust year of §776,000. At the end of
the franchlse—inifty yvears—all the sys-
fom ds o puss (o the municipallty of
Tokion on liberul terms.  From the
ftart the conipuny has pald good div-
ldends regularly.  Already the munl-
ecipality thinks of bu;l.u; the proporty
far §40,000.000,

wmy e in bis keeplng, hat & man and
a king are two differcnt belogs. As a

man | would go at once; but as the !
representative head of a nation | can- |
not take the risk uniess there Is no
other way™

The minister and the lord of the
admiralty spoke together in thelir dis
approval, and besought thelr saperior
to refuse sich a demand under any
and all conditions. HNevine saw that |
he was losing his point, and stepped
fnto the hreach

“Walt'” he bhegred, rising to his
feet.  “WINIl your malesty permit me |
to bring other proof that what | ask
in for the hest?™ ‘
The king nodded

“Then grant me an order to the
guard at the door which will enabla
me to pass without interruption and
return

Thers was the pressure of & button,
an order to the equerry to do as the
visiter wished, and the ofcer bowel |
himeelf out of the room. |
His mulesty’'s advikers began an |
fmpassioned appeal that he should un.
der all clreumstaneers vefuse to leave
the security of his palsce. They
polnted out {he dangers which might |
asgnll Wlm o many ways, despite lhr'
fuct that his visitor was his friend, |
but to all of these advices he made no
reply. lounging fn a carelesa attitude |
and blowing wreathis of smoke toward
the shaded electric lights above his
head. There was a rap at the door,
and It wag thrown opon by an squerry,
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