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PRESIDENT WILSON

WILL

NOT ASK A DECLARATION

OF WAR AGAINST GERMANY

If Compelled to go Before Congress Again, Will Follow Litera-
Illy the Words of the Address in Which He Announced the

Break of Diplomatic Relations, and
Protect American People and Seamen

PRESIDENT ANXIOUS TO
AVOID WAR WITH GERMANY

No New Developments Indicate That O-
vert Act by Germany, Necessary to Pre-
cipitate Hostilities, Is Any Nearer at|
Hand.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 9-—The course o he taken by
the United States if Germany compels the 1se of foree to
safeguard Ameriean lives and rights, has been determined,
It was learned authoritatively after today’s eabinet meet-
ing that in {he event President Wilson goes hefore eon-
uress again, it will not be to ask for a declaration of war,
hut to follow literally the words of the address in which
he anuounced the break of diplomatie relations, and re-
quest authority to use means deemed necessary fo pro-
teet American seamen and people.

Anxious to Avoid War.

The president, it was stated, is as anxious as ever {o

avoid war with Germany, but also is as determined as

cver that American eitizens and ships shall be free to
travel the high seag nunmolested. His next step, if taken,
will he {0 enforee that right and even then the issue of|
war or peace will be with Germuny. Any hostile action
will have to come in the form of an interference with an!
Awmerican right. .

Details of the government’s plans are not discussed.
It is known, however, that convoying and arming of mer-|
chant ships are being considered.

No new development eame today to indicate that the
overt act by Germany, regarded as inevitable, wag nearer
at hand. Fewer reports of ships sunk came in, and none
told officially of the loss of an American life. Further
information received about George Washington, the ne-
1o fireman lost on the Turino, indicated that he probably
was a British subjeet.

The eabinet met today with all members present.
exeept Secretary MeAdoo, Just before the meeting most
of the members attended a session of the couneil for na-
tional defense, called to diseuss mobilization of the na-
tion's resources as a result of many offers from mannfae-
turing and other eompanies to place themselves at the
disposal of the government in the event of trouble.

. Questions Discussed.

Practically every member took to the eabinet infor-

mation about the activities of his department in connec-
tion with the general precautions being taken. Questions
diseussed included proposed emergeney legislation, steps
for protecting property, mail problems precipitated by
the failure of ships to sail from Amreican ports for En-
rope, economic issues and the army and navy prepara-
tions,
After the meeting it was authoritatively stafed that
nothing had vet happened to change the course pursued
by the government since the break in relations with Ger-
many.
The effect of the tyving up of ships in American har-
hors hecause of fear that they will he sunk if they pass
through the war zoue, is one of the questions being given
vareful consideration. The enforeed idleness of the mer-]
chant fleet is a subject of growing exasperation.

Some resentment was cxpressed in administration
quarters today over what was construed as an implica-
tion contained in (ermany's request of Ambassador Ger-
ard that old treaties between Prussia and the United
States be reaffirmed that such action was necessary to
make certain that the rights of Germans in this ecountry
«maranteed under those treaties, he made secure. It was
reiterated that the American government fully intends
acting aceording to the spirit of the treaties. While the
treaty actually was abrogated by passage of the seamen’s
law. with a conflieting section, the government here looks
upon the pact as at least furnishing the guiding prineiple
under which it will act, -

Neutrals’ Action Gratifying.

'he administration is understood to be highly grati-
fied by the action taken by many of the neutrals in pro-
testing with varying degrees of firmness against Ger-
inany s new submarine policy. While none has so far fol-
lowed the lead and suggestion of the United States, by

Request Authority to

NO PROIBITION
AGAINGT STRIKES
IN RAILAOAD BILL

Committee Reports Favor.
ably on Bill to Supple-
ment. Adamson Law.

HIBITH

GIVES GOVERNMENT
RIGHTS OVER ROADS

Contains Provision to Pre-
vent Obstruction of Unit-
ed States Mails.

WARHINGTON, F-h T —After
tiany weeks' considerution the senate
Interstate conmmerce conimitles today
approved and reported to the seniste w

bill to supplement the Adnmson rail-
road law, providing for investigation
of controversies on common earrlers
and glving the preshilent apthority to
take over rallroal, telegraph and
telephone  lines In' Heea of milltary
necessity.  There |1® no prohibition in
the measure against the right to
strike or lockout to whish the railroad
brotherhuods have vigorously object-
ed. but there s a provision te prevent
obstructlon of the malls or of Inter-
state commerce.
Wil Call Bill Up.

Chalrman Newlaunds axpects to
call up the bill a8 soon as possible.
It is much like that Introduced in
the houge earller In the week anad
may be passed al the present sessalon.
It |s expected to meet the views of
the administration, since it has be-
come apparent that a more stringent
bill wirtually would have no chance
of getting throogh before adjourn-
menr

Under the terms of the hill when
tha present federal mediation anpd
concilation hoard fails to settls a
raliroad labor controversy, the presi-
dent shall enlarge the boara by the
additlon of one representative of the
carriers and one of the men. The
enlurged hoard's raport shall he made
within three months and conrain
regulations “according to tha merits
and substantial justice of the case
which shal]l he pubished,'

Prohibition Section.

The prohibtlon wsection makes it a
miademeanor punishable with w#ix
months” Imprisonment for any per-
eon who “knowingly and wilfully by
physical force or threats or intimida-

(Contlnued on Page Two.)

LABOR AGITATOR FOUND
bUILTY OF FIRGT DEGREE
MURDER IN BOMB CASE

Tried in Connection With
Explosion That Cost
Ten Lives.

MOTHER MAKES SCENE

BAN FRANCISCO, Fab, 8.—Thoman
J. Mooney, labor aglator, was con-
victed murder In the first degroe
by a Jury In the Superior court here
tonight for & bomb exploison costing
ten lives during a preparedness
parade July 22, 1018,

When the jury anncunced their ver-
dict Moonay's mother hegan Lo sersam
and the court room was thrown intoe
violent ecanfusion. Miss Anna Mooney,
sisler of the prisoner, caollmpsed and
whs carried out in a faint, The moth-
er then became so violent that
juidge ordered her removed. Scream-
Ine &and dghting she was dragged
from the court room.

Mooney recelved the verdict un-
moved. His wife, Hena, was not in the
court roan.

Mooney, his wife, Rena. Israel
Weinberg, Warren K. Billings and
Edward Nolan wera arrested within
a week after the explgison of the
bomb at Stuart and Markew streets
on the afterncon of July 22, last, All
wers indicted for murder. Billines,
the firmt to be brought to trial was
found guilty and sentenced to life Tm-
prisonment.

nt

the

As It Should Be

SUFFRAGE BILL BY ROBERTS IS BADLY
BEATEN WHEN IT COMES TO A VOTEIN
LOWER HOUSE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Otizen Burean
Baloigh, N0
Faliruary 9,
By W. 1. Martin.)

The Wl by Robarts of Buncombe,
ta give the franchise to women In mu-
|n|i'.l;m] slections where the majority
of the voters so petitioned, went down
In defeat in the hoiuse today by a vote
jof 40 to 83, after & Ost Strenuous nr-
gument heard by ladies, suffragista
und others, who thronged the gal-
lerles. ¢ "

The house ajso woted against the
Page bill to epable any county to
elegt Its opn schpel iard on petitioa
of the majority. This vote was 40

to 81,

Prohibition Bill Defeated.
Also, the house received the state
anti-saloon league bill Umiting re-
cetpts of liquor Ly two quarts per year
Instead of two per month, with un-
favorable report from the lguor traf-
fio committes and refused, 27 to 41,
to re-refer when friends of the hill
pleaded that if re.referred friends of
the measure oild get up an acespt-
ahla LUl Tt ks decidedly ke theras
will be no further prohibition legisla-
tion this session,
The senate threshed out the ques-
tion of allowing Individual fountles to
elect bhoards of aducation and voted
22 to 24 agninst the Burgwyn blll to
wllow Bertle county this privilege.
Tonight the members of the senate
and house were special guests of the
Waks County Alumnl association of
the A. and M. cullege, for a big dinner
in honor especinlly of Lisytenant tiov.
ernar 0. Max Gardner, Alumnus of the
college.
When the senale convened at 10
o'clock, on motion of Benator (iates,
the Oates bill as to primary nomina-
tlon of county boards of aducation In
the counties and appointment by the
governor so as to sssure democrafic
control In all the counties, was dis-

played as a spioial order for the day

and mwet as specinl order for next
Thuraday.
New Bills.
New billa were introduced as fol-
lows:

Linn-—Amend the statute of limita-
‘jons relative to municipalities

Thompson —Amend the law relative
to the exemption of ocertain entsrtain-

ments froni tax
President Gardner lald before the

Measure Providing for Giving Women Vote in Municipal Elections on Vote of Such Municipalities
Fails to Pass—Prohibition Measure, Up Under Unfavorable Report, Is Also Greeled
With ““Thumbs Down'’ Sign by the N. C. Legislature.

srnala the bill to allow Bortie coumy
to elect her board of school euminis-
sloners ag o speclal order. 10 was aild-
vocpted by Senwtor Burgwyn  who
charged Senator Oates with hawving
striven to block the LI all along and
he wantad that senator to explain why
his 2600 democrats In Hertle econld
not be allowed this elective privilege.
He muid *If vou don't trust the people
they will not trust you."

Senator MoColn opposed the bill.

Senator Brenlser thought that Ber-
tia should have the privilege asked as
purely a local matter. Senator Hold-
erneas with~#im. bl e

Benator Oates dnsisted thers was a
wtute school system that must ba
maintained and charged ths republi-
cans with making political capital of
the schools.

Jones Wants Fair Play.

Senator Jones, of Buncombe, could
not understand the much talked of
debt of gratitude to westerp county
demoaracy, The democracy does not,
he insisted, require alm to ba Incon-
sintent end dishonest. Democracy cin
be maintalned by being Just, he in-
nlsted. He heliaved that any set of
coynty offlcers who wrecked the schoul
rvatem of a county would be thrown
out of office. Ha warted falr play und
would not saorifice principle to keep
mountain countdes from going repub-
llean. The previous question was
moved by Senator Justice, the roll call
vole was 27 to 24 ageinst the LIIL

Senatotr Harding offersd out of or-
der o bill to require the proper ob-
sarvance of the Sahbah. Also a bill
by request, relative to allotment of
widow's dower and allowance. And
a bill to put Pitt county under the law
prohibiting drunkennesas on the publie
highways, The senate adjourned to
11 o'clock S8aturday morning.

New billa and resolutions were of-
fared an follows In the house.

lHaymore—Amend the revisal rela-
tivae to the brunding of fertilizer,
Hay, of Macon—Provide a system
lof uniform accounting and axamination
of the state offices,
Breece—Reward offcers
capture of distilleries.
Horne—Enlarge the jurisdiction of
the corporation commission in the
right of emdnent domain.
Lioyd—Repeal the 1917

for the

art rla-

thve to allowing commimswionars to re-
mMove gEriaves.

Matthews, of Macklenburg—FProvide
for the maintenance of roads in North
Carolina.

Debate on Page Bill

The house lnunched on the debate
on the Page bill to provide machinery
for slacting county boarda of educa-
tion by the people whers the people
80 petitioned., !

Representative T1olding Insisting
that the records of these counties that
elect thair boands have really been

in theln

4 progreas

e change from the state syetem.
Thia was challenged by Mr. Kittrell,
who rejoiced that he, Page and Heas-
ley, had been designated “agitatore,’
Noah, Wilson, Aycock and Joyner
were recognized as “agitators,” while
the Egyptinns, Pharisees and Haducees
ware typdcal standpatters. He denied
that republicans had any patent on
the real democratic product of local
self-government,

Repmesentative Joyner, of North-
ampton, told of having had to get his
marriage llcense from a negro back
in the republican popullst days. He
wanted to stand by the west and hold
the schools for democracy which the
plection polley could dc.

Hepresentative Dougiiton Insisted
the public school system I8 a demo-
oratic Institution and that If republi-
cans got control dn thelr countles they
would block progress and hinder de-
velopment all they could. [e sald he
never expected to offer for a public of-
fice again but wanted to go back home
this time with the knowvedge that he
had done his duty by the 50,000 people
of the state who lived with him baock
in the mountain sections of the state
where change to slection of boards
would do untold harm to the schools.

Tribute to Doughton
Raepresentative Brummitt, the last
speaker, paid tribute to Mr. Doughton
but insisted that Doughton had oppos-
e the statewide primary law and the
statewdde primary had not hurt his
peopls In the mountiina.  Mr, Pags
moved ths previeus question and the
aves and noes were called, the vote on
the bill being 40 for and 61 against.
The Roberts, of Buncombe, bill for
muniotpal equal suffrage came up. Mr.

(Continued on Page Two.)

BRITISH TORPEDD BONT
DESTAOYER HTS MINE

Is Sunk in English Channel,
. Admiralty Says—of An
Older Type.

7 —A British torpe-
do boat destrover of an older Lype,
the British admiraity amnounosd to-
nikght, siruck 2 ine In the Englsh
channel Thuriay night and sank. AN
the oMeers and «ll of the crew, ax-
cept fAve, were lost

The official sintement follows:
“A torpedo lmat of an older type.

Eeh

LANDON,

Hsh channel, struck o mine last night
and sank. All the officers were lost
There were five survivors among the
Icrtw,“

‘ The oldest type of desiroyers in the
Pritish navy is Kuown as class A, bullt
between 18683 and 1885,
! displacement (s 317 tona length 200
| fest and beam nineteen feet. Two of
‘these vessals have a complement of
| forty-five men sach, while the other
ten carry fifty men each, .

The next oldest 1vpe, class B, have

The average

employed in patro! duty in the kEng-

GEAARD WILL RETURN TO
U. 5. VI SWITZERLAND

Arrangements for Departure
of American Ambassador
Are Complete,

BERLIN, Frh %, (Vs [,ondog, Fah
9. )—Former Amhassador erard anid
his party will return to the 1inited
| Btates vin Switgarland and Spain
and protmbly will leave Berlin Satur-
day evenihg. In Spaln they will board
a linér for the United States,

Arrangements for the departura of
Mr_  Gerard and his suite wers prac.
tically completed today. Tha delny
wis caused by the number of pass-
porte to be made out and hecause of
the lack of mews of the movements of
Count von RBernstor{f,

A mpecinl traln wlill leave Berlin,
' Baturday evening at %:10 o'clock for
lswitxormm! via Buse]l and Barne. Two

raprasentatives of the forelgn office
will accompany the party to the
border, which |ls expected to be
rearhed sarly Sunday aftermoon. The
embassy represeniatives will enjoy
the diplomatie privilege at the rron-
tier, and baggage inspsction formall.
ties for the others of the party will be
executed hafore leaving Berlin so as

BALTIC ARRIVES SAFELY
AT LIVERPOOL, 13 REPORT

Two Americans Aboard and
a Full Cargo of Munitions
in Hold.

NEW YoORK, Fab, 9 -—The afeam
I'ship Baltie, of the White Etar line,
|han arrived safelyv at Liverpool ac-
|cord]n‘ to = cable message received
. here tonight by oMcers of the gom-
pany. The message, hesides announc-
Ing that the Baltic had reiched her
pler, smid "all well.”

The arrival of the Paltic removes
,frcma the danger zone another Brit-

Such Action Is Prompted

NEWSPAPER MEN -

Associated Press Officials

- New

Ish vessel carrying United States citl-
iens. There were two Americanal
among her forty-twmo passengers, The |
meumship took to England & full)
cargo of munitions,

No report had heen recelved to-
nlght from the Adriatlc alse of the
White Btar line, which sailed from
New York Iast Sunday and which in
beileved to be inside the war zone.
OfMciala of the line professed Lo feel
Frno anxiety fo- her safety. Therq In

LEAK PROBEWILL
COINTOBOOKS OF
STOCK BAOKERS

By Testimony of Wash-
ington Brower.

P ——

ON WITNESS STAND

and Workers Deny Any
Part in Recent Scandal.

—_—

WASHINGTON, Teb ‘-".—-Hm-h.‘ﬂ
~hange avcounts held by mambers of
congres®  will  he examlined by the
Vleak” Inguiry committes as & reanlt
af  the lestimony nf a Waehington
hroker today, that certaip represantis
tives have traded through him. The
aceount of svery merber ng ravealsd
by hrokers’ hooks will he Inspected

privataly and If thera 18 a
3 8 any sysple
Blon that official Information P?lraa bolln

utiliaedq In Irading puh'lli‘ Invest) =

[ X estlg
Honm of the transactlons will be insg
Augurated

Most of the loca) brokers :
Ara  now in (ke posseasion ;;eo:ﬁ:
rommittes and mipphlemental accounts
:ILI 'h- alitained in New TYork when

carings '
honst g Ara  rosumed thers nnl'-_

Georgs B. hipman Wash

] b in
manager for Harriman and mmp:t:;: 5
York brokers, testijfed that |
lrnombnra of the house had been trad<. |
ihg With him. He declared, howevery |

"at most of the acoounts were Ine ||
ve#tments. He did not think ANY rep+ .
resentatives traded through htin thes
:I'Q:klntfhf)er'ﬁmbnr 50. He expressly

ate at no senators 0
counts with hin, had any soyly

=T

Eug E Ngl,lmnnn&l. . :?
“ugens E. Thompeon, man
the Crane Parris and cml‘,l
brokernge office, denled that

membars of e :
i nrmf. CONgress had accounts
Future actlvities of the com o
depended largely on the result ﬂl}: 3
vestigation Inte congremsional po4
counts.  Present plans are to hold ng.
more ;uf:ionnl:cﬂ. o
® from Interro . :
today, the hearine w‘:tu::‘v:ir o iy
the examimition of newspaper ' men. |
and omplnm_-gt the _govermmen
omvs, s af Tham el
tanding to help fovate

Newspsper Men Heard,

Blght newspaper men who ware ade.
vised  confidentially by fec ;
Lansing on December 20 of the come |
ing of what developed to be Prosie
dent Wilson's peace note, told of the:
surrounding the cone

Informatton
th. [ Iq.l.k’u

circumstances
ference and declared they did not vios
late the secretary's confidence. They |
were Btephen T. Early and Arthug
8weetzer, The Associated Press: (3. R
Garvin and Richard Bosckel, the Tn<
ternational News Bervice: Carl De
Grost. The United Press; Aaron B, |
Rosenthal, The Milwaukes Tournal: A, -
J. Clark, The Washington Star and |
Charles D, Warner, The Chrigtlam |
Bcl‘n!nm Monitor, g
Mr. Clark was questioned close! &
garding his statement that the m h
tary sald he did not want news of the
statement to becoma publly premas |
turely because of the effect it would
have on the stock market. This wad
in contradition of testimony previouss
ly given by the mmm,"lm e

(Continued on Page Two.) i

EXPERT HOSPITAL FORGE
COULD BE MOBILIZED BY
AED CROSS IN FEW DAYS

Encouraging Reports Ara
Received from Through-
out Country.

S — —n

PERSONAL OFFERS.

WASHINGTON, Teb 8 —An axs
pert hompital force sufficlent ta care
for an army of & milllon men eould
bas mobllized hy the Ned Cross within
a few daxwe after an outbreak of hos-
tilitlen im tha bealiaf f officlals  ut
headyuariera of the mciety here

Sinee the call waw 1ssued Saturday
Instructing Red Croas chapters
throughout tha country  te Placs
themselves on  a footing far fleld
wark many encouraging regorts have
haen returned to headguariers (ogeth-
e with a great flood of personal of-
fore of service. Ellot Wadswarth, act-
Ing chalrman, sstimated tonight that
the forem which could be mobiliged
Immedlately in case of war would In-
clude-

Twenty-six

ramplelels aquipped

arms and navy base hospltal nnits,
with a personnal of 1.250 nurses'
ilde

A  hospital hase reserve of 413

nurses and 525 nurses’ aids.
Thirtv-one partially completns navy
detachmer ta of twenty nurses sach.
One hundred and fAfteen local
emergency detachments
A rorps of expert instruclors In

surgical dressings, totalllng about
120
Mr., Wadeworth ssld that all told

hreaking off diplomatic relations, nevertheless the expres-

The case against him hi ! s
nged on his, .. o verage displacement of about 400 one American passenger on the Adrl-|the organization counld put Inte the

to avold delay at the border,

SiOD of sentiment was Sald to be thf‘ chief Objf‘f?t deﬁ'II'Ed rhl'mhoul!r:’mmdlllllt}l' prior to the |tona and complement of mizty men The ¢ or ambamador and Mra |atie fleld 2.950 trained Red Crose
: % : : 3 on, rosec ormer 8 2.9% d R ) nurses,
h." President Wilson in ?ggestgtga:etlonhm t.h(’!nl ;xr:m that tho.hgmb w:l(t.;n.t:‘;::'; ;: | each. npr.:d wmbbe ac --umplr;!lﬂl by nearly LT;" .-Lm-rlran 3 Hrlwl mnit;:udh::- and :st!mnr;d that if lmrlmr cent %
nsa Ilt'b ] itcase taken to the soen all the embassy secretaries and at- | night thet no decision n|of those whom the Red Cross had ¥
Them were no se 1008 t e caplta toda_v. ‘uoo.:q and his associates In .,,..z,. RUSSIAN SCHOONER SAILS. taches .;-:a members of the consular | reached us to tha sailing of the steam- | given elementary training respended
— ta the call as nurses’ aide, the total

ships 8t. Louis and Bt Paul, which
have been indefinitely poftponed, The
crew of the St Loul™ & still on
board gwaiting orders. Tha company
flatly denied that It had been decid-
ed to mount guns on. the St uls
hetore she mlled

service In Germany-—except a fow
ordered to Scandinavia or Holland,
and by most of the newspaper corre-
spondents. The train wil] carry In
all about 200 persons when It leaves
the eapital and will be made up of
aleepers and day coaches,

riursing parsonne! would be about 5.«
G00.

“With the customary asglgnment 68
ten patlents to each nurss™ g added. =
“wa conld take care of fifty Lhounsnd
alck and weynded at omoa™ 2

PENBACOLA, Fla., Feb. 5. —The
Russian achooner ['ranus, londed with
lumber madled from here today for
Swanses, Wales One of the crew,
cleiming American Eave
his home

Preparations went on with quiet thoroughness for all
eventualities. Within a short time, perhaps a few days.
officials fear that Germany wil take the step which will

4CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.)

tomobile, The defanse so to as-
tablish that Mooney and ® others
were far away from the scene just be-
fore and at the time the bomb ex-
ploded. .

Mooney was knowp as & ladbor agi-
Wmticr for several years,

»
: b R R




