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AMERICAN SHIPS ARMED

FROM SICK BED PRESIDENT
WILSON AUTHORIZES ARMING
OF AMERICAN MERCHANTMEN

|

American Ships Will Sail the Seas, Regardless of Germamy'sl
Submarine Warfare and Will Be Prepared io Deiend Them-
selves Againsi Atiacks by the Underwaler Crait—President

Wilson Decides He Has Auihority to Act.

e

CALLS EXTRA SESSION
OF CONGRESS FOR APRIL

Arming of Ships Is Fraught Wiih Grave
Possibilities of War With Germany But
President Wilson Does Not Hesitaie
About Order.

WASHINGTON, March 9.—President Wilson from
a sick bed today ordered the arming of American merchant
ships against Germany’'s ruthless submarine warfare,
and at the same time issued a proclamation ealling an ex-
tra session of congress to meet April 16,

The president’s decision camg suddenly late this af-
ternoon, following the action of the senate vesterdav in
cevising its rules to permit prompt action on important
ruestions and the submission of formal opinions by See-

retary Lansing and Attorney-General Gregory that he has|

the power to arm merchantmen without action by con-
UTess.
Details Withheld.

Details of the government's armed neutrality plans
for defendiyg the merchant marine were withheld to avoid
endangering Americans and their ships by permitting the
nformation to reach Germany. The only statement at
the white house and the navy department was that the
|II‘|'~'ii]i nt had determined to fully protect American rights.

The decision, coming at the end of a period of tense
walting, was gener ally hailed as the natural and unavoid-
able next step in the policy adopted by the president when
he broke off dlplnmatw relations with Germany and gave
warning that the United States eould not tolerate attacks
on American ships and citizeng in violation of internation-
al ow,

Possibility of War.

Fraught with the grave possibility of war with Ger-
many, the action was taken by President Wilson only af-
ter he was convinced that Germany actually was proceed-
ing, with her egnpaign of ruthlessness, and had made ef-
forts to plot with Mexico and Japan against the territorial
integrity of the United States.

Long before the order was given from the white house
all necessary preparations for the arming of merchantmen
had heen completed at the navy department. Secretarv
Daniels, however, issued an appeal to the press of the na-
t#n to refrain from discussing these preparations

The president’s action sent a thrill through ﬂw sen-
ate, meeting in special session and through the govern-
ment departments. Still hoping that war with GGermany
will be avoided, officials and senators declared that the
issuf rests entirely with Germany.

Formal Announcement.

Formal announcement of the government’s policy was
siven in the following announcement issued from the
white house:

“*Whereas public interests require the congress of the
United States should be convened in extra session at 12
o elock noon, on the sixteenth day of April, 1917, to receive
<itch communications as mayv be made by the executive;

“Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, president of the
[ yited States of America, do hereby proclaim and declare
‘hat an extraordinary oeecasion requires the congress of
the United States to convene in extra session at the capi-
tol in the city of Washington on the sixteenth day of April,
1917, at 12 o’clock noon, of which all persons who shall
at that time be entitled to act as members thereof are here-
by requested to take notice.

“@iven under my hand and the seal of the United
States of America, the ninth day of March in the year of
Our, Lord, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and
of the Independence of the United States the one hundred

and forty-first.”’
8igns Proclamation.
The president signed the proclamation calling the ex-

ACONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

BLIGANG AN
DEMOGRATS CLAIN
HOUSE MAJORITY

Speaker Clark and Repre-
sentative Woods Plan to
Organize House,

]

SICK REPUBLICANS
CAUSING TROUBLE

May Give Democrats Con-
trol of the Lower House;
Are Optimistic

WABHINGTON, March 0 -—Opti-
mistic forecas:s of the control of the
next house eame quickly from demo-
eratie and republican leaders tonight
when they henrd of the president’s
call for nn exira eeasion of congreas,
April 16. Many unblased ohservers,
however, foresea only w long and bii-
ter organization fight nnless a coall-
tion agreement prevents,

Gon

e Begging

DANIEL

ASKS ALL NEWSPAPERS TO
REFRAIN FROM PUBLISHING NEWS OF
OVEMENTS OF AMERICAN VESSELS

A

WASBHINGTON, March . — Lacking
legul authority (o establish general
censorship, the administration tonight
appealed to ‘the patriotism of the
country’s newspapers and cable com-
panies to suppress  publicetion and
tranamission of Information about
the movements of American craft, |
viermun

Predict Victory,

Roth Speaker lark and Represan-1
tatlve Woodas, of lowa, chalrman of!
the republican congresslonal cominit- |
tee, predicted \innr) for their re-
spective parties-  Each said his party
was assured of at least 218 votes and
that this probably would be its mini-
mum strength,

The official standing of the incom-
Ing house is as follows:

Republicans, 215; democrats, 214:
prohibitionlst, 1, progresslve one:
progressive.protectlonist one: social-

ist one; independent one; vacant one.

The vacancy exists In the Fiftesnth
New York district, which 18 over-
whelmingly democratic., 1'nder the
New York Iaw this vacancy can be
filled before the extra session begina
should Governor Whitman call a
gpecinl elaction. it would make virtu-
ally certaln a tle at 215 between the
democratlie and republican member-
ship on the opening day of the sea-
slon. Then the winning slde would
have to gain the votes of threes of

(Continued on Page Two.)

AMERICAN MARINES AND
JACKIES AT SANTIAGD
FAGE POSSIBLE FIGHT

Chance That Rebel Bands
Will At,ta.ck the Ameri-
can Forces. l

REBELS HAVE FLED. |

————

WASHINGTON, March 0 —Amerl-
can marines nnd ‘r1ml:~rkcw occupy
ing Santingo, recently the ntmnghniil
of the Cuhan :--vo!u!mnmln, appesr
from latest navy department din-
patches to be facing the possibility of
an attack by the rebel bands waging
guerilla warfare in the city's suburbs

The dispatches, apparently several
hours behind developments, sald the
rebeis had turned back after fleeing
the city and were doing considerable
damagn around the osutakirts In a
movement which showed some wmigne
of developing a genera! attack

A bhody of ("uban government troops
under 'olonel Betaneourt was report-
ed on Its way to Santiago to reinforee
the amall government garrison., how-
ever, and navy oMcials believed the
rebels would stay out of the city prop- |
er and avold any clash with the
Amerteans,

Although the loss of Eantiago Is re-
garded here as marking the collapen
of the revolution, it Is realized that a
continuation of ths guerilla eampalgn
in outlying sections muy make serious
trouble for the government com-
manders. When the rebels fled they
left a notification that they would
rontinue to refuse aliegiance te the
Menocal administration and airesdy
they are reported to have destroyed
severs] hridges and to have wrought

t havoe in the cane flelds of the
‘:'uuo district

now to ba armed agninst
submarines

"“The best newn that readers can
have,”” Secretary Danlels ssid, In a

formal stalement (o pross repressn-
tatives, "8 that the government will
protect the rights of Amerigians to the
freedom of Lhe sens,

“The publicition of detalls can
serve to no good purpose and might
jeopardize human life.”

Reveal= no Plans,

Mr. Danlels hus determined not lo
reveal any of the department’s plans
for carrving out tha polley ordered
by President Wilson Ha previously
has stated, however that the navy |8
prepared with guns, aAammunition,
gun crews and nll other necessury
equipment or personnel to carry out
the instructions.

Navy yard commandants will
superintend the actual Installation of
gunms on merchant craft, The rifles,
ammunition, mounts, range finders

and other aocessories are alroady
stored at the yards. They range
from heavy six-inch riflea to three-

inch weapons and smaller guns. The
number of guns o go on each ship,
the personnel selecied from thoe active
list of the navy or from tha roserve
to handle the gunes the time of sail-
ing or the names of ships that have
been armed, will not he disclosed,
Daniels’ Statement.
Secratary Daniels In his statement

Lacking Legal Authorily to Establish General Censorship, Secrefary of the Navy Asks All Loyal
Newspapers to Aid in Keeping Movemenfs of American Ships Secret—Best News
"That Can Be Published Is That Ships Have Been Armed.

to the newapaper men sald:

"You have read the statement is-
sued from the white houss anid now
vou know that the president has the
prower  to wrm Ameriean  merchant
ships making trips on the scas on
lnwrul eérrnnds, and I8 free to exereise
It at onee. 1 do not think yon ask
with what guns they will ha armed or
how they will be monned ar exactly
when the power will he exercised. The
Eovernment should
to earry oui the policy announced In
the hest way.

“1 o not think you oughtl to asl
when the ships will be armed or print
when they will gall.  Today T roeguest-
el overy cable compnny In Ameries
not to send out any news anhout ships
salling to or from Europs. Ths wire-
less statlons nre undor tha direction
af the navy department and no news
of snllings will =0 oul by radlo.

1 Am going to request vou and av-
ery newspaper and every nows ngenoy
in the UUnited States not to print any
newna pbout the arrivil of ships or
when mny of them will sall for Eurn-
poan porta. Thers in no power of cen-
sorship In our country. The prealdent
does not hava any authority aver the
Press. In. thia timae of national
emergency, T fesl sure that svery
newspaper will secedns to the requent
not to even give & hint or speculation
af the salling of American ships. Such
publication might resilt in the loss of
life. As the reasona nre aohvious for
making this request there is confi-
denca In administration clrcies that
this request will be compiied with by
every patriotle paper In the coun-
try.

Americans Patriotic.
“All patriotic Americans are rendy !

he  trusted rull.\v'|

fo make sacrifice for theéle couniry in
times of emergoncy. The preas can
render the highest patriotlie servica by
refruining from printing at this time
what ordinarily they would freely
print.

“"Inasmuch as It wil' be Impoasible
to reach svery naper and news agency
directly, T will nsk all papers to carry
thim request which is made as an ap-
peal to patriotism to all Journallsts
and disseminators of newn. The best
news the readers can have Is that the
govarnment will protect the rights of
Amorica to the freedom of the seas,
The publication of detnils can serve
no good purpone and might jeopardize
human life.  All readers will surely
applaud the papers*in responding to
this appeal.”

With the departurs of the first
sy for the navy department to lssue
Instructions to gun crews as to the
manner in which the wewpons are to
he employed In that will bhe in-
volved a declaration of policy as to
whether the appearance of a subma-
rine In the neighborhood of n ship Is
sufficient warrant for opening fire.
OMatals would not discuss this aspect
of the situation.

When the applleation of s ship
owner for armas has been approved by
the navy department, the com-
mandant of the nearest navy yard
will he instructed to place the guna
abourid. Most of the work probahly
will be done at the yards where fa-
cilitiem nre nvailable for handling
heavy welghts quickly. In some camos
structurnl changes In ships’ decka
may bhe necessary to carry the gun

(Cuntinued on Page Two.)

KAISER CONDOLES WITH
THE COUNTESS ZEPPELIN

of Man Who Invented Big
AiI‘Ship!. |

AMSTERDAM, Jan. # (Via 'An—|
don. )—Emperor William, says A Her-

lin dispatch, has s~nt the following |
telegranm of condolence  to Countess
Zeppelin

“With deep regret 1 heve  fust

learned of the doath of your huaband,

Genecal of Cavalry Count Zeppelin. I
personally feel nu painfully the
death of this excellent man. din-
tinguished hy rare gifts of geniue and
of the heart T he whole Oerman
people standa with me In mourning
at the bier of one of the greatest |
wonis of the fatheriand

“In the tenacious, Indefatigable
struggle for the mastery of the air he |

| experienced succenses which made hin |

name Immortal far acrnes the fromn- |
tiers of the empire—asound the entire
world Called away in the midst of
giganiic war in wh ch he B0 CRFr-
getically co-operated In combatiing
our snemies, It was unfortunately not
given to him permonally to partici-
pate In the end of the fght but his|
work will be continued In his spirit
by the army and noy, |

“*The Almighty nuay cOmNMoie YO
and your family !n the grest sarrow
for the dercased, wome fame s im-
maortal. The mewuiory of him will al-
ways remain sublime .and dear to

me.
(Bigned) *WILHELM.™

APPAM WIRELESS ONLY
CAPABLE OF REGENING

/Sends Telegram fo Widow Could Not Send Messages 8o Declares Dr. Zimmer-

and Was Known to U. 8.
Marshal.

———

NORFOLK, Y'a, Morch 8
the wirclesa apparatus discovarsd to-
oy on the prize ship Appam was
only capahle of recciving bhut could

not send measnges, and that I8 pres-

ernce on the versel waa mande known
to the United Sintes Marshal John (°
Baunders, by a pettey German officer
nn the gay that Lieutenant Herg and
his crow Teft the Appam, for intern
ment al Philadelphia, are the Intest
developmenta following this after-
noon's Inveatigation

Owar the long distance telephone

thim afternoon Marshal Baunders =ald

thir! on the morning of February 2. salisfactory
when he went nbosrd the App.on, to A= ‘o peace T may msy that de-
remoye the prize crew and send them  sp the refiunal aur peace offer
to Philadelphin for internment he T R tuds ofanits v the words of
was informed by & LGermoan poily S 1T Vi or And s pre.
oMicer of a systemy of flashing nes- | par T * the head of
sagea arhore by the uss of elactric: an plilnnce of a*ntes o h. mainten-
buldw  The means of eonzmunicat,an Ance of the wor f
weres yssd then to recsalve a Mmorwmgs "As 1o Eurapean ne ""I' I balieve
from & deputy on Yomacraw, | there will be no (leoge in thelr pre-
Mamhal #aunders was told of lhe_m't'.t:qll!lnno with um Ir;h};o course
. ~ - of & VAr Neutral oW ners
lyﬂfm_ he said, at ths tim 4 v i mhould give up ‘heir trade with Eng-
Naval experta who exsmined the oo, The have made enough
wirtless apparatns declared posilive- ' g onee and ran aford to bear the
Iy that the system rould hasve heen ooy ¢ 1 npljes ¢. Ther will soon
smpinvesd only for wha! s known as recOogEn. oy 1lat ‘n thale Interas:
“Nstening In "™ Thay further declared [ 1, koo r shis at hume so that
that had any ather (qupaent @esn | (hey may um them 1o the best ad-
used for sending messages. It wouldlumm after the war.™

have led to immediate discovery.
Further lovestigation s not prob-
able

That :

*forolgn secretuary,

DECISION 15 IN HANDS
{ OF PRESIDENT WILS0N

. mann in Statement in
Dutch Papers.

AMSTERDAM, (Via London, Mar
li——Iuteh newspapers publish the
following  statement made by Dr.
Alfred  Zimmermann, the German
o & reprasentative
of & Budapes! newspaper as follows:

“As fmr s the 1'nited Hiates s
roncerned, we have spoken our last

'word and the decision is In President
Wilsan's hands

e

LA Are detarmined in CATTY
thraueh Tha submarine war to the |
e The rvesulter aof ynrestricted sygh-

narine war thua far have been very

armed American ship it will be neces- | ——

Dr. Zimmearmann added that the
miltary situsntion is entirely satisfac-
tory teo Oermany.

v

BITTER FIGHTING
A3 TAKEN PLAGE
UNFRENGH FRONT

French Troops Take Pris-
oners and Make Further
Gains in West.

EVERYBODY RAIDS
ON WESTERN FRONT

Austro-German Forces Take
Prisoners in Battle
With Russians.

——m— -

Bitter fAghting has taken place in
Champngne, with the French with=
atanding German attacks and taking
further trenches, says the Ilatest
French offioinl communication. Be-
tween Hutte Du Mesn!l and Maisons
de Champagne, Fronch troops took
prisoners  and made further guainm
narth  of the romd running between
the two places. The number of Gers
muans taken by the French In the past
t1wn days In Lhis region now totals’

70.

Three Attacks,

Threa violent attacks were launche
ed by the Germans in the Malsons de
Champagne sector The German ef-,
forta falled, Paris says, and the ate
tuckers left many dead on the,
ground.;The French attack Thursday,,
It Is anpounced, included the blowing
up of German works on & front of,
1,500 metres to a depth of 600 to 800,
metres,

German trenches on Helght 138
and at Malsons de Champagne, Bere:
lin reports, wers entered by the

.| French in thelr attacks, but the po«’

sitions lator were regained, except for'
& farm near Hol[‘ht 188, IM
artillery actio) q. ;

'ﬂu Mdl.
Elsewhere on the western

there have been ralds by Freneh,

b g 1301

o '__q L

fronf . =

o
W
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British and German troops. Ning

raids, London says, were made by
the Germans against British trenches'
north  of Wulverghem, between:
Armentieres and Ypres, Berlin says
thirty-seven prisoners and (wo ma-
chine guns ware oaptured in this re-
glon. London reports the capture of
some prisoners from the German
ralders and a successful Hritlsh rald
south of Blaches Cold weather agaln
has returned to the western
nccompanied by gnles and snow,
Is Interfering with operations on @
lnrge scale.

Six hundred prisoners were taken

(Continued on Page Two,)

CEAMANS FOUND ULTY
OF SINKING LIEBENFELS
IN CHARLESTON HARBOR

Tried in United States Dis-
trict Court on Sink-

ing Charge,

——

IS SERIOUS CHARGE.

FLUORENCE, 8 C., March #-—
Eight officers and men of the German
Hansa line frelghter Liebonfels,
which began alnking in  Charleston
harbor on the night of January 81,
wera found gullty of sinking the
vessel In a navigable stream, by a
United States District court hers, lata
today. They were acquitted,. how-
ever, of A charge of conspiracy to
eink the steamer. Captain Johann R,
Klattenhoff, master s 11l at Charles-
ton anid was the only one of the In-
dicted men not tried

The convicted men
L.ubken, chlef oMcer; George Sunket,
third oMecer; Jonas Edwarl Jansen,
chlef engineer; Helnrich Wattenburg,
asslstant engineer; Johann Wilhelm
Huse, second assistant engineer;
Morita wvon Thulen, third assistant
engineer: August Neuwse, fourth as-
sistant engineer; Wilhelm Schwart-
ing. machinist, All are  Germans
except Jansen. who is n Tlane Sev.
erl of the men are German naval
reservints

TCounnel for the defense arguad that

ars Johann

the men should not be punished, in-
timating that they were only carry-
ing out orders, The defense offered

nn testimony Its motion for a new

trinl, was denled. Sentoence will ba
pasend Tomorrow
The government Introduced testi-

moeny to show that the seal of tha
'nited States gosernment had bSeen
hroken on the wircless apparmtus,
which had been wrocked: that the
mhchinery had  been serlopsly dis-
abled and that the mseacocks wore
open. There also was testimony to
show the wreck of the Lishenfels
ronstiutad a possible metiace to navie
gation of the channel leading to the
T'nited States navy yard at Charies-
ton.

—_——

THE WEATHER

WASHINGTON, March 9.—Pore-
rast for North Carclina: Puair Satur-
day and BSunday, Httle change In
tymperature. s
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