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U. §. PREPARES TO FGHI

SUBMARINE CHASERS ARE ORDERED

GERMANS ARE FLEEING ALONG WIDE FRONT

SUPREME COURT 0. K.”S ADAMSON LAW

PRESIDENT EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE IN THE
NEXT TWO DAYS THAT STATE OF WAR EXISTS

[ADAMSON LAW WILL AVERT

News of Dealhs of Several Americans
Among the Crew of the Vigilancia, Sunk
Without Warning, Tends to Hasten Day
When United States Will Formally En-
ter War Against Kaiser

SUBMARINE “CHASERS”
ORDERED BY DANIELS

President Keeping Own Counsel About
Course He Iniends 1o Pursue in Present
Sifuation—Cabinet Meeting Probable‘
Today. |

I

WASHINGTON, March 19.—President Wilson is ex-|
peeted within the next turt_v-elght hours to indicate
definitely that he believes a virtual state of war exists be-
tween the United States and Germany. News received
from Plymouth that fifteen men, some of them Americans,
had been drowned when the American merchantman|
Vigilancia was sunk without warning, by a German sub-|
marine, added, if possible, to the already grave view of
the sitnation held here as a result of the destruction of the
Vigilaneia, the Tllinois and the City of Memphis.

a President’s Action Unknown.

Whether the president will hasten the extra session
of congress, already called for April 16, or will take ad-
ditional steps to proteet American ecommerce without this/
move wag not diselosed tonight, No official pretended to|
know his plans, and the general view was that he was still
considering the question in his usual deliberate way.

A cahinet meeting probably will be held tomorrow
afternoon, and at that time the situation arising out of the
new acts of aggression on thé part of Germanyv is expected
to he thoroughly canvassed.

Preparing to Act.

Preparation for aggressive action to protect Ameri-
ean rights began today when the president visited the!
navy department personally, and directed Secretary |
Daniels to utilize the $15,000,000 made available by con-
gress to hasten naval building plans. The New York |
navy vard was directed to begin the construction of sixty
sitbmarine chasers, and announcement was made that hids|
for 200 more will be opened Wednesday. Through the
carly graduation of two classes at Annapoils, and the
mobilization of reserves, it is proposed to make it pos-
gible to man quiekly all ships of the navy. The question
was also taken up of getting into eommunication in-
formally with
operation in the protection of commerce lanes across the
Atlantie. This step probably will not be taken until the
course of the United States has been finally determined.

Mapping Out Plans,

In addition to his conference with S8ecretary Daniels,
the president saw Seeretaries Lansing and MeAdoo, and
William Denman, chairman of the federal shipping hoard, |
und there was every indication that he was mapping out |
comprehensive plans for the protection of American J'n-|
terests in anv eventuality. I

It is gpnoral]v conceded fhat alreadvy a virtnal state!®
of war exists with Germany, in spite of the technieal
armed neutrality status of the United States.

A suggestion advanced tonight was that the president |
might issue a call for congress to meet within ten davs,
and in his pmrlnmatmn point out the new situation far-mg|
the nation since he asked authority to establish a state of |}
armed neutrality. No one professed, however, to be in
the president’s confidence.

The president authorized the expenditure of thell

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.)

| members.

(ireat Britain and France to discuss co-:

| Day and McReynolds

ALL FUTURE R. R. STRIKES;
IS HELD CONSTITUTIONAL

In Epochal Decision, Divided Supreme
Court Holds That Congress Has Right
fo Regulate All Questions Affecting Car-
riers Doing Interstale Business.

WASHINGTON, March 19,—In an
epochal decislon holding congress to
be clothed with. gny and all power
necessary to keep open the channels
of interstate commaearce, the Supreame
court today, dividing ffive to four, sus-
tained the Adamson law as constitu-
|1una1 and enforceable In every fea-

‘I‘hn imniadiate eMect of the decislon
will be to fAix a permanent sight-hour
husic day In computing wage sciles
on interstate rallroads, for which a
nationwide strike twice has been
threntened, and to give, effective from
| January 1 this yeur, increases In wages
to trainmen of about twenty-five per
cent, at a cost to the rallronds esti-
miated at from $40,000,000 to 3$60,-
000,000 A year.

Subject to Con .

The court, through Chlef Justice
White, declared both carrlers and
their employes, enguged In & business
charged with a public interest, sub-
ject to right pf congress to compul-
sorily arbitrate u dispute affecting the
opernting of that bLusiness,

“Whatever would be the right of an
omploye e¢ngaged In privicte business
to demand such woges as ho desires,
lo leave the employment if he does
not get them and by concert of action
to agree with others to leave on the
same condition” sald the opinton,
“such rights aro necessarily subject to
limitation when employment s ac-
cepled In m business charged with a
public interest and as to which the
power to regulnte commerce by con-
gress applied and the resulting right
to fix in case of disagreement and dis-
pute n standard of wages us wWe have
soen necessarily obtained.”

Emphansizes Position of Men,

In delivering the opinion, the chief
justice departed at this point from
his written text to emphasize the po-
sition of men opeérating trains in a
time of national emergency by com-
paring them to soldiers [facing &n
eneuy.

Coming on the heels of Lthe conces-
slon of the elght-hour basic day by
tiie rallroads nt New York to avert the
threatened stirike, today's declsion Is
regarded as largely supplanting that
'agreement, and, also, removing for all
time, through the bro-deﬂ interpreta-
tion of congressional authority out-

|l.'med by the court, the probabllity of

future transportation paralysia,

Jolning in with the chief justice In
sustainiog the Iaw were Justices Mc-
Kenna and Holmes-his immediate
seniors In polnt of service—and Jus-
tices Brandels and Ularke, Jjunior
Disscnting for various rea-
mons were Justices Day. Van Devanter,
Pitney and McReynolda

PFublic Right.
The majority upheld the public
v t¢ have Inlerstate commerce

umnlv-rupted as a basic principle
paramount to interests of the railroads
or their operatives—Ltoth deciared to

i public service and subject to
the supreme, unresiricted power of
congress to take any action necessary
to maintain freedom and uninterrup-
tion of interstate commerce, Elther
law fixing wages or hours of

AE R

|inbor, the court declded, congress had
authority to enact the Adamson
statule

It also declared that the Adamson
aect Is neither unworkable, confisca-
tory, experimental nor In excess of
congressional milroad regulatory mu-
thority, but (n effect, was compalsory
arbitration, a power "“which it (ocon-
;rml undoubtedly possessed” and

inevitably -erulmd from Ita author-
tty to protect interstate commerce in
{ dealing untn a situation llke that be-

fore it,”
Concurring in the man principies
enunciated by the majorily, Justice

McKenna expressed the opinlon that
the law s an hours of services and
not & wage-fixing statute. He also
suggestad increase of rallroad revenue
probably would be provided If wage
Increases resuitad,

Mearnting Opintons.

The dissenting own!onl-—-Julnm
delivering ind!-
vldnn views and Jastices Plinpy and
Van Devanter joining in ofe an.
r.ouncement—variously that
the Adamsoz act is vold it is

beyond constitutional powers of con-
gross; bheacause |t takes rallroads’ prop-
erty withouwt—duns process -of- mw, or
bacause it is noi an hours of Iabhor
statute nor a legitimate regulation of
cominerce.

Justices Pitney and Van Devanter
denied that congress has power to fix
wiuges of common carciers’ employves

A power ppheld by.the majority.
Justice Day did not ;dm:t ar deny
siich power, dissenting hecause, he
sald, the law lllegally takes rallrosd
reventies und gives them to the {rain-
men by “abltrary, 1llegul, congres-
sional fiat."

In upholding the atatute, the ma-
Jority reverged Federal Judge Hook's
decree enjoining |ts enforcement, and
diamissed the rillroads’ test sult, Jeay-
Ing the federn' government fres to
enforce the stalute under fin stringent
penaitios. INemissal of about OO
other rallroad Injunction sults, sus-
pended under agreement betweep the

overnment and the roads, will fol-
ow As & matter of course,

The wage jncrease susinined, dates
back to Januarv 1, whien tha Adam-
won act was mude ¢ffective. Rallroads
have been keoping account of train-
men's wuges due for prompt payment
upon today's decislon. The tempo-
rry wage Increases are effective un-
der the law untll the Goethals' com-
mission reports. while the future
wige scales under parmanent eight-
hour day standards will awalt either
private or congressionnal actlon after
the report,

Thae the rallroads will ask elther
congress or the Intersinte commerce
commission (o authorize rate In-
crenses to mee! the Increased wage
costs ‘entalled hns been plainly indi-
cnted through all stages of the con-
troverny

Altorney General Gregory sald to-
night the court’s finding was pnatural-
ly gratifylng to the government. and
added:

“The decision disposes of the large
queostions |mmedintely [nvolved, and
will llkely have p bearing on other
Isauies which may develop'™

Majority Opinlon.

The majority opinion as dslivered
by hief Justice White fellows In
part:

“Waa there power in congress un-
der  the circumsiances existing o
dem] with the hours of work and
wages of rallmad omployes engnged
In Interstate commerce, Is the prin-
cipal questlon here to he considered

“Its  wolutlon as well as that of
other questions which also arise will
be clarified by a brief statement of
the conditlons out of which the con-
troversy arose

“Two systems controlled in March,
1916, concerning wages of rallroad
employes tine An eight-hour
standard of work nnd wages with ad-
ditlonal pay for overtime, governing
on about Afteen pe- cent of the rail-

NOTABLE ADVANGE
OF FRENGH TROOPS
ONWESTERN FRONT

People Shed Tears of Joy as
French Re-Enttr Cap-
tured Villages.

—_————

GERMANS' RETREAT
I8 MORE EXTENSIVE

——

Wc:mon and Children Credit
America With Keeping
Them Alive,

FROM A STAFF CORRESPON-
DENT OF THE ANSOCTIATRED
PRES8 AT THE FRENCH FRONT
IN FRANCE, 8unduy, March 18, (Via
Pards, March 18.)—The French troops
made one of the most significant nd-
vancen aince the beginning of the war,
yosterday and toduy. Along a sixty
kilometra front some hundreds of
square kilometres re-fell Into the
hands of the French, while the Ger-
man's retreating movement gnve no
evidences of coming to a halt. This
Immense tract or reconquersad terrl-
tory was traversed today by a corre-
spondent for the Associated Proas
who found the Inhabitants In many
placea where they were allowed to
remain hy the Germans, tearfully joy-
ous at the re-appearance of their fel-
low countrymen coming In as victors,

Gratitude to America.

Among the fAirst words from the
women and children. who had been
for thirty-two monthe In the hands of

the @Germans, were expressions of
gratitude to America.
“"Americans have kept um alive;

otherwise we would have died of
hunger.”
This was absolutely spontaneouns,

the stricken people not being aware
that an American correspondent wns
present

These people are the first In north-
eastern Franca to huve an opportunity
to glve free expreasion of thelr feel-
Ings and thelr apprectation of the
American effort In their behall is an
axample of the general sentiment In
the stricken distriots

Bigns of a hasty Gearman Adeparture
are vislble everywhern, especially In
the villages and towns, In the shap»
of houses blown to fragments hy the
sxplosaion of Incendlary homba. In
the distance hurning villages showed
that the retreat was still progressing
Hera and there were a few rorpees nf
German soldlers. who had evident!s
been killed while acting ns rear

guards. Pormer German  powitions
mre just heape of weatlerad wire on
tangiements and the franchse are half |
filled with water |

No Nespite Allorwed, fyy

Supply enlumne are proemeding In
every dirsction following ths Frenr)
pursuing troopa who keap closa on

nf rthe
atlowing

refrentinge Ger

them a moment's |

the hoals
mans, not

roads; the other n »tated mileagn task | respile

of 100 miles to he performed during | Tha Assoriated Press correspondent

ten hours with extra pay for sny ax- | ARteresd the area reranquered r\-I

cess, In force an ahou! eighty-five | Lasaigny, which suffersd hadly not |

per ool of the . A hotvsa sscaping damagr Ti:a 1oy of
Formal Ih mand. the Inhahitants at tha almost jnc=n~!

“The orpuniznt representing the
employes of the troade that
month made a formal -1"\ 1 on the
employern the* ar ' rpenged 'n
the movemen! of 1ruina excen! has.
senger traine, the ot @ hundred m'le
task be fixed for «!ght hours, nro-
vided that 1t was not Aone e aa to
lower wagen. and provided that an
extra allowanrs f overt'me calcu-
lated by the minute at ones and one-
half time the rate of *he regular hours
s rvien be established

“The demeand made 1his rinndard
ohligatery on the railroada but op-
tionnl on the employes, as !* 'eft 1he |
right to the employ+se to retaln their

particular
The

exisling system on aAny
road If they elected to 40 so
termas were as fallows, exoapt the ona
which reserved the opinion which is
in thsa margin and others making
Article 1 applicable te yard and
rwitching and hostling service
“Article I (a) In all road service
100 miles or less, eight hours or leas

soldiars enter'ng!
:1"’7‘ ']"_' =

ible nigh? of Prench
R 1own within an hour
tnans Arparted onsa‘v-dav afiarnoon
aordinars eVAry
mAn ¢ irirg embrag e
Yo with many
they owed

YIES "

their wn lves aw «11 n» *hose of|
their childran to Amerran rellef 'n
the o {

a1 e n, the Germ .
evidently opposad Iy =rme LEE
erable resistancea the French advanre

i1h

the ground abont bheing pierced -«
shell holes like & steve. Further along
the villages of Candor and [agn s
many women and children atill re-
mained, the rapid retiremant not per-
mitting the Germeans to carry them
off with the mayor, the asasistant
mayor and other officials. They as-
serted that sverything they grew in
their gardens was requisitioned by
the Germans and the sole means of
sustaining life was the food dis-
tributed by the Americans Every

4 (Continued on Pags Three.)

{Continued on Pags Twe)

'and the submarine disnppenred.’”

luvallable shipping registers. There

BRITISH AND FRENCH STILL
ADVANCING AGAINST THE
FLEEING GERMAN FORCES

Germans Are Devastating the Country in
Their Reireat, Which Is Being Conduci-
ed Over a Wide Froni—Many Villages
Are Captured by Allies.

The British and French

forces in France are still

pressing rapidly behind the retreating (Germans all along
the frcnt from the region of Arras to the northeast of

Soissons,

Forty more \ll!ag('s have been taken by the British,
who during Monday s operatmnh rained ground at various

points, extending from two to eig
es and small towns, in addition to

twenty additional village

t miles in depth, while

100 oceupied - during - the last three days, have been re-

cantured by the French. So

rapid has been the advance

of the French that they have penetrated beyond the vil-
lage of Ham, twelve miles southwest of 8t. Quentin, and

beyond Chaulnes, which lies

gsome fifteen miles north of

the line from which the offensive was started. These
aperations from the south and southwest are menacing the

St. Quentin-Laon line and if

the rapidity of the move-

ment is kept up for any length of time will menace the

town of St. Quentin itself.

Devastating Country.
The Germans in their retreat are devastating the

country,
even hlnwmg up farm lands,
heen left by explosions. In

destroved and roads of communication cut.

burning villages and destroying orchards and

in which great craters have

addition, bridges have been
The " in-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

SUBMARINE. WANTONLY
FIRES ON AN OPEN BONT
FROM RELIEF STEAMER

Eight Men in Boat Are
Killed by Exploding
Shell.

STEAMER ESCAPES.

—— e
TLONTON, March 20.—A Loat con-
taining the firast, second and third

mu'es pnd Ave seamen of the Dut-hl
stenumer Hellen (Selene?) chartered by |

the Hnlx.nn Rellef Commission, has
| henn Init by & subimarine nmi all
the oeccupants killed, according fo a
Heuter dispatch from Stavanger,
"The Dutch steamer Sellen,'” saya|
! dispatch, "“lias reached here]
(Stavanger. Norway), bound for New
York, in ballast. Bhe left Hottardam
| Friclay, hearing the usual designation

of the Bealglan rellef committee and!
wan aftacked at 5 o'clock Saturdny
nf'ﬂmm n by a German submarine,

“The Seiien did not stop, bhut after
some shots, lowerad a ilfcboat in
whirh the first, second and third mates
an® five seamean embarked The boat
wan then struck by n shell and all

it were Killed.

“The Rellen put on Tull speed anhead)

“o Duteh steamer Selien Is linted in |
is |
a Dutch motor tank Selena of F.,l:ll
tona xross, which was last reported
sa!ling from Philadelphia Jununry 21,
for Gothenburg, Sweden.

COXVENTION CALLED,

{(MICAGO, March 19.—The
tional executive committes of the so-

steamer was struck

]‘I!‘H N
na- | watar
ithe matles picked up ten of the men,

AMERIGANS AMONG LOST
WHEN  VIGILANCIA WAS
JUNK WITHOUT WARNING

Fifteen Members of Crew of
Stricken Steamer Were
Killed.

—_—

CAPTAIN TALKS,

———

FALMOUTH, March 19 —(Via LoN«
don ) —Fifteen members of the crew
of the American stoamer Vigilancia,
lost their Ives when the steanier was

torpedosd by A German submarine,
The survivors ware in |ifehoats from
Fridey morning unti! Sunday after=-
noon.

Arong those drowned were saveral
Ameri 1 eltizens, including Third Of
|ficer Nells P. North and Third Engi-
nesr i'arl Adeholde This Informa=

ton was given out by Captain Frunk
A. Middleton, of Now York, who with
the survivors of the Vigilancia, hus
reached the malnland and probably
will make aMdavits tomorrow before
the American consul,

To the Associated Press., Captain
Middleton maid today that his vessel

iwan sunk without warning. 1t waa |0
o'clock Friday morning with the
weather clear, when the ship wus

struck hy a torpedo on the starboard

|mide near the No. 2 hatch. Two tor-
| pedoes were fired at the steamer, hut
the Arst passed harmlessly astern. He-
tween seven and ten minutes after the
she foundered
from _

Two lifeboats were lowered

the Vigilancia and the crew of forty-

three men go! into them Owing ‘o
{the swell of the ocean, however,
five men were thrown into the

The Loats of the captain and

cialist party today sent out a call for ' but the othar Afteen weres drowned.

what |IL termed “an emergency na- |
tional convention” to consider the at-
titude of the organisation toward im-
pending war
held in Bt
April 7.

Louls, Mo.. beginning!

THE 'l"!
WASHINGTON. March 1%.—Fore-
cant for North (hullna r‘ur tn.rn
Tucsday; Wednesday falr

The convention will be 'naturalized

Third OMcer North, of the Vigilan.

cia. was born In Denmark, but was &

American. The namie of

Engineer Adeholde was not contained

in the list of the crew given out in
{New York. Sundsy might. This lst
mid there were forty-five men in the
ship's ocompa

meludlu Cupain Middiston, “5

papy of whom Llwenly-obs




