. the rallroads have added to the som-
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MLIES CONTINUE
TOMAKE GAINS ON
WESTERN FRONT

British Cavalry Captures
More Villages From Re-
treating Grermans,

e

GERMANS OFFERING
STRONG RESISTANCE

Early Spring Thaw on Rus-
sian Front Makes German
Attack Impossible.

————

Further gains by the British over
the Germans northwest of St. Quentin
and by the Germans over the French
In the Champugne reglon of France,
are recorded Iin the latest Hrltlsh and
French oMelal communications.

British cavalry have captured the
villages of Villers-Faucon and Saul-
court, Iying a few miles north of Rol-
sal and wre virtually astride the St
Quentin-Cambral road, says the Hrit-
ish war office, which adds that addi-
tional terrain has been taken from
the Germans south and west of Crol-
ailles, despite the strong reslstance of
thys Germans. The German war of-
fice, however, takes Issue with the lat-
ter statement, assorting that the fight-
Ing near Crolsilles was in favor of the
Germans,

Actlv

e,
Actlvity on the part of the lige
held by the French west and south
of 3. Quentin Is malnly by the ar-
tillery wings of the opposing forces.
To the south of St. Quentin, between
Feslgny and Benay, a flerce artillery
duel I8 In progress. No infantry ac-
tion has heen fought.
In Champagne, tha Germans, after
A violent bombardment, attacked the
positlons held by General Nivelle's
troops west of Malsons De Champagne
and succeeded In  penetrating ele-
ments of the French Arst line
trenches. Bangulnary losses were In-
fiicted on the Germans, however, dur-
ing unsuccessful efforts they made to
capture the village of Malsons De
Champagne, says the Parls war of-

fice.
Thaw Blocks Attack.

An early spring thaw on the Rus-
sian front, from the Baltic sea to the
Carpathian mountains, has rendered
impossible for the present mny attack
in force by the Germans against the
Russlans, This mseemingly puts at
nuught, for the time being at least,

_Lhe reported. 1

“mme e to fored f(helr wa
from the Rign region townrd Petro-
grad. Minor operations are in prog-
ress, however,

In Roumania fighting continues In
the Taul wvalley regfon. Here the
Germans caplured from the Russians
n gtrongly entrenched ridge and held
It desplte numerous counter-attacks,
ncoording to Berlin. One hundred
prisoners and machine guns and mine
throwers fell into the handes of the
Germans.

Bombardments are In progress
nlong the entire Austro-Ttalian froat,
heing especially violent on the east

(Continued on Page Two.)

INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION MAY SUSPEND
BATES DURING HEARINGS

Would Probably Be For
a Period of Sixty
Days.

TO HEAR ALL SIDES.

WASHINGTON, March 25 —Suse
pension pending Investigation of all
Increases In freight rates proposed by
the rallroads of the country in thelr
forthcoming applications for a gen-
sral advance, appeared tonight to be
the course which the interstate com-
merce eommisasion probably will fol-
low when the various railrond groups
flled thelr proposals,

Buch suspension, It was Indicated,
would be for a period not exceeding
sixty days Instead of the customary
tlx monthe. Hearings will he hela,
it is understood, during the perlod of
suspension and sahippers, commercial
and elvie organtzations, state utilities
commission and other interested par-
ties will be heard

Eastern railroads are thought teo
have virtually abandoned their plan
to have the proposed increase of Af- |
teen per cent. go Into effect without
Investigation by the commission and
have intimated that they either will
withdraw that portion of their peti-
tion asking that the rates be permit-
ted to become affective without sus-
pension or content themselves with an
adverse ruling on that point.

Hale Holden, president of the Chi-
cago. Burlington and Quincy, repre-
senting the western group of roads,
announced after a conference late to.
day with Commissioner MeChard,
that western rosds would filé thetr |
formal petition for Increased ratenJ
next weak. The 414 not Indicate what
percentage of Increasp the western
roads would ask, but It Is thought
they will join the eastern lines ip aak-
1 for Afteen per cent
n?n coupling with Increased wages
paid under the Adamson law, in-
ereases In the cost of fuel, suppliea,
equipment and various classes of Ia-
bor as rensons why a general advance
should be authorized, officlals think

ities of the case and leading to
gthen the proceedings.

Petitions pending and about te be|
filed In the paneral advance cases
overshadow all others hefore the com-
mission and the early hearings in

of the canal.

by officials as a striking demonstra-

WASHINGTON, March

information on the subject.
against American interests,

ing German intrigue in this

his advisers preparatory to

gestions that a huge loan or

decision now.

that congress will
ofwir : '}!

eonsin, just back from home.
and Ba.{m!

eral Gregory and Secretary
the white house.

Germany is making war on

NO DEVELOPMENT LIKELY
T0 CHANGE ACTION OF U. S.
KNGWN TO GOVERNMENT

If Germany Has Any Peace Plan or Any
Other Nation Intends Offering Media-
tion, It Is Not Known af Washingfon—
Wilson Preparing Address.

deliver to congress next week, _

The administration is said to he chiefly eoneerned at
present with the form of action to he taken by congress
recognizing that Germany is making war on the United
States, and with preparedness measures.

The president conferred during the day with Colonel
E. M. House, who came here last night and returned to
New York tonight, and with Senator Husting of Wis-

er met to discuss activities common to their de-
partments and at the department of labor there was a
conference to lay plans for the mobilization of the labor
forces of the country. Seeretary Daniels, Attorney Gen-

Senator Husting said his personal opinion was that

the United States should recognize that fact.

-——

——

28.—It was learned definitely

today that the American government has no knowledge
of any development likely to come before congress con-
venes which would change the present situation between
the United States and Germany. ‘ '

If Germany ¢ontemplates any sort of peace move or
has considered gbandoning submarine ruthlessness, or if
any other nation has a step in mind designed. to alter the
present international status, the government is without

Everything Public.

Execept for information concerning German plots

it was learned, the public in

a general way knows as much as the government ahout
everything directly affecting the present erisis, Concern-

and other countries, the gov-

crnment has mugh information which up to the present it
has not thought wise to make public.
President Wilson today continued eonferences with

writing the address he will

Whether sug-
gift of money to one or more

of the entente allies should be adopted, whether an army
should be sent abroad and whether inereased supplies of
munitions should be forwarded are generally regarded as
questions which would only confuse the issue if pressed to

Will Review History.
The president's message is expected to review the
history of the negotiations with Germany leading up to|
the present situation and to suggest what he believes con-
gress should do. The preponderance of opinion still i
opt a _

te

'

Secretaries Lansing, Daniels

McAdoo paid brief visits to

the United States and that
He added

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.)

FEOERAL RESERVE BANKS
OVER-SUBSCAIBE ON LOAN
TOTHEL . SNERMEN

Sum of $50,000,000 Bor-
rowed on Ninety-Day
Treasury Certificates.

————

ON ONE-DAY NOTICE.

—_——

WASHINGTON, March 27.—Ths
twelve federal reserve banks today
over-subscribed on twenly-four hours
notlce a ninety-day loan to the gov-
ornment of $50,000,000 at the rate of
two per cent m year.

The money was borrowed on ninety-
day treasury certificates of Indebted-
ness to help tide over the government
till June, when the great stream of
income and internal revenue taxes
will flow Into the treasury. An addl-
tional $50.000.000, it was announced,
may be borrowed In the same manner
before the close ef the fiscal year,
Temporary financing of the govern-
ment in this manner wis made neces-
sary by the depleted condition of the
balance In the general funds of the
treasury, reduced to approximately
$58.000,000 and facing a further_re-
duction of $25,000,000 saruraay on
the government, will issue a4 warrant
for that amount in pavment of the
Danish West Indies.

The issue of certificates of indebt-
edness to run not longer than one
vear and to boar inlerest at a mte not
exceeding three par cent has heen au-
thorized hy congress up to $300,000,-
008, and foday's issue ‘s the first to
be made under this authorization. In
addition, Secretary McAdoo has au-
thority to issuc 3474.000,000 in bonds
far various porposes, Including Pana-
ms canal bonds to reimburse the
treasury for the amount paid out of
ordinary receipts for the construction

The quick subscription by federal
reserve banks alone—without refer-
ence to any of the member banks of
the federnl reserve sysitem with thelr
billions of dallars of resources—at a
rate of intersst one per ocent lower
than the rate authorised. is viewnd

SECRETARY WITHAOLDS
PERMISSION TO ADMIBAL
FISKE T0 MAKE ADDRESS

Retired Naval Officer Was
to Have Spoken at
Electrical Meeting.
il
WO0OD TOO BUSY.

———

NEW YORK, March 28.—TRear Ad-
miral Bradiey A. Fiske, 1. 8. N., ra-
Mred, who had been empected to speak
on “The mind of the navy” at a mest-
ing of the New York Electrical so-
clety tonight, was unuble to deliver
his address because Secretary of the
Navy Daniels withheld his permission,
it was announced by Geo. H. Guy,
secratary of the goclety. Mnujor Gen-
er_'_al ILeonard Wood. who was to have
spoken on “the army of the United
Btates,"” also sent his pegrets. Tt was
explained he was busy preparine for
his transfer to his new post as com-
mander of the southeastern depart-
ment, with headquariers at Charleg.
ton, 8 C.

Secretary Danlels recently sent R
note to Admiral Fiske directing him
not to make public speeches without
special permission. Mr. Guy s=ald he
made a personal appeal to Secretary
Daniels who expressed sympathy at
the. predicament of the mociety, but
sald he did not feel be could change
his ruling In respect to Admiral Fizske.
Mr. Guy left with the secretary g
copy of thé spesch the admiral tn-
tended to deliver with the request
Secretary Daniels returned the spech
this morning. afording to Mr. Guy,
with a note saying the rule relating
to Admiral Fiske still held. Mr, Guy
was informed, he declarsd that the
address of Admiral Fiske last night at
A meeting arranged by the Navy
league of the United States had been
without the knowledge or permisston
of the navy department.

THE WEATHER.

tion of the excellent condition of fi.

may dissrrange, to some
mmamm“

nancial oreparedness for any events

that the future may hold,

 WASHINGTON, March 28.—Fore-
cast for North Carolina: Fair and
warmer Thursday; Friday, fai-

—_—
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MORE TROOPS CALLED.
Washington, March 25, —The num-
bar of national guardsmen called into
the federal service for policing In-
dustrial und other sirategic points
was brought! up to 50,000 under or-
ders issued loduy. Al the same time
the regular First regiment of engi-
neeps, scattered along the Mexican
border, was ordered bark to its bar-
racks at the capital, the nuvy took
sdditional measures to hasten con-
struction and equipment of fighting
ships, and both war and navy depart -
ments announced further provisions
to facilitate rocruiting.
Regiments Ordercd Out.
The national guard regiments or-

dered out today, “for police purposes
of protection’” are the First West
Virginia; the Seveniy-fourth Now
York Infantry; the Second Connectl-
cut infantry and the Scecond New
Jersey Infantry Becouse of a mis-

understanding. as 1o the number of
troops affected by the order lssued
yesterday stopping demobliization of
the guardsmen returning from horder
duty, the war depurtment algo direet.
ed that all organizations which have
been mustered out of the fédernl
service, but have not left the state
camps for home be brought back
under arms ¢ Pirst Misciasippl
infantry and ambulance company No,
1. Alabama, arg affected by this pro-
vision. A supplementinl order is ex-
pected to recall the First Kentucky
Infantry. a part of which was mus-

In  regard to other organigalions
partinlly demobllized,
Blds for Supplics,

At the navy department bids were
opened during the day for a large
quantity of ordnance supplles, and
Secretary Danlels announced that ad-
ditional bid: would be opened Batur-
day for construction of submarine
chasers. )

The New Yeork Shipbuilding com-

West Virginla and Wash-
ington alm hove been requested to
expedite construction work, and to
induee more rapld work na special
honus has been suggested by the de-
pariment,

Both the war and navy depart.
metits are enrelling physiclans from
eivil life In order to expedite recruit-
ing.

During the day Socretaries Lanaing.
Ruker and Danlely conferrod regard-
Ing the army and navy preparations
but there was no announcement of
the specific subjects discussed. To-
night Mr. Daniels left for Annapolis,
to preside at the geaduntion exerrises
therp tomorrow of the first class of
153 midshipmen, ordered into active
sorviee three monthx nhead of s reg-
ular June graduation

Colorndo,

NORTH CAROLINA READY.

HALEIGH, N. .. March 2R Fol-
Iowing the news from Washington
this evening that all national guard

organizations mustered ont of service
the past few days are ordered buck
into service Innmediatelyv, the North
Caroline natlonal guard auathorities
are ready to apply the order in this
state and believe 1t will not only In-
rlude the Third Infantpy mustered out
here veaterday, but also have the ef.
fect of recalling to service the fAeld
hospitnl corps at Ashevilie, ambul-
ance corps et Canton, and the two
troops of cavalry ut Lincolnton anid
Asheville, recently mustercd ont

tered out some wecks ago :
It Is pot \mprobable that similar
supplemental orders may he necessary ‘

1t In hardly thought that the First
regiment will be recalled to colors in
connection with this order It )

Order Appligs Also to Troops Demobilized Within the Past Few Days, Which the Depariment,
'% It Issued Previous Orders, Undersiood 1o Be Still in Federal Service—
More Guardsmen Called for “Police Duty.”

be a day or two befors headquarters
here recelve the ofMieial order on
which actlion can be tuken.

Stalt Complete,

Transfers and new appointments
announced this moml? by the ad-
Jutant general of the North Carolina
Natlonn] guard compleles the organl-
zatlon of the state administragion staff
which s now reported to the war de-
partment as available for immedia

pany, also has been requested to| ®érviee, and s In conssauence.
speed up construction  af the | urRkent inquiries recently made by th
superdresdnaught  ldaho, boiltding{ War-oe Lo

at its plant, The Idaho was to be | avallability of" this branch of the
ready for launching by Oectober, but | North Caralini Under, this
n postponment hus heen necthsdry. | ofgunization R, T. Dan 18
Huilders of the battleships Maryland, | transferred from the q s

corps to the adjutant general's de-
partment. Captain J. 8 Paytress, of
Henderson, Is appointment major In
the quartermaster's department, Mn-
jor 8. Glenn Hrown, heretofors In-
spector of small arms, is appointed
judge advocate; K. A, Blanton, Ra-
feigh, I8 made camtain in the quarter-
master's corps; J. O, Durham s ap-
pointed to a captaincy
department.

1t is consldered certaln at national
gunrd headquarters bhere that there
will be orders within the next Paw
daye for the Immediate remabllization
of the entire strength of the North
Caroline guard at war strength of
R.000 men, to which the varlous units
are helng recruited with the utmost
swpoed

Greansharo companies, and also the
enginesr companies nt Wilmington
and Chariette are beine held under
arms In compliance with the orders
from the war departmer§ ineafad of
the muster out that was Intended
when the companies ware aent to thelr
home stations. Tt is expected that
orders for Fist reglment remobliizn -
tion at Charlotte and Greensboro will
not be longer Adelayed.

™ INSTRUOT SURGEONE,

NFW YORK. March 28—A hospltal
far the instruetion of sirgerons in the
trentmont of infected wounds by tha
method worked out by Dr, Alexis
Carrel and Dr. M. D, Dakin at the
mititary hoxpital At Complegne,
Fronee, will he satshllahed Immed]-
ately on the rronnde nf the Rocke-

in ordnance

Cont'nuad on Pnes Twa,)

UNNERS SEGE FO
WOMENS AECONMENDE

Southern'Women's Patriotic
‘ Oommltho Favors Action
in Case of War.

NEW YORK, Murch 2% — Five hun
dred members of the New York
Southern Womens' Patrioti rommit
tee went on record today ws (avoring
universal service for women In
“troating the wounded, heering the
sorrowful, and assisting "he country
In any way possible shonid it berome
involved in war.”

The state charities aid asociatio
declded 10 offer 118 merviies to 1)
nation “in such form as ¢ von
sidered advisable and mos Melent
A resolution peinted ou i1 1he
association |n its eariy n ihership
was reiguited Iargely frrmer
members of the New York 1 f
the United States sanita;y commis-
slon which wis engaged ' roughont
the <ivil war In providing hospital
supplies for the nrick
soldlers and sallors
OfMicers of the I.ife Est
stitute, with a membersh |

,

-

ineh o

s wounded
il n-
1 4 nhH

)
5.0

physicians, sant a repres«n' to

Washington to offer the services of

ths organization to the government
The New York chapter «f the Red

Cross announced that |t is ready to
respond to all applications for ald
from dependent familiss and relatives
of national guardsmen who have heen
called into service again

RECOGNIZES GOVERNMENT.

MAY SUBMIT AMERICNS
T0 & “NENS QUARANTINE'

Germans Will Probably De-
tain Belgian Relief Work
ers For Four Weeks.

GEAMANS ACCUSTOMED TO
DOING AS THEY ARE TOLD

This is Answer Returned
by Ernest Becker at Plot
Trial.

- —

NEW YOHK., Mamh 28 —FErmest
Becker, W nix (OQermans on trial
here charged with plotting to destroy
vesaein leaving American ports with

ine®

bomba, hut denied knpwing for what
the hombe weares 10 be Yisned

THE HAGUE (Viam London, March
28 1 —The Associnte!l I'ress hins he#n
informed from an abisolutely authentic
souree that the German governmoent
will ask Amertean ofMicials and relief
norkera of the American Commission
for Helief In Belgium to submit to
a perlivl of “news quarantine the
time not o exceod four weokn in
urder to prevent military informstion
from lenking out

The time would count Trom the «as
the men Iny down  (her presen
charges and notify the autherities in
Brussals of their resdiness to depayt
They will he asked o s 1y Lo e u!!
some center ke lLirge. or pre ferably |
a German city sucrh as  Cologne,
Karisrahe  of Munich which they|
would not be sllowed to leave for
the period mentioned

The “news quarantine” would upply
equally to Hrand Whitlock, the Ameri-
can minister to Belgium, and his sinfl.
whom the GGerman government, sinoe
the break 'n diplomatic relations. re-
gards ofi the sime footing as rvelief
workers, although personsily In the
case of Mr. Whitiock the period of
detention. as & matter of courtesy
might e shurtened After the
“gquarantine’’ has emded, |t Is siated
that mo ohstacles will be placed in
the way of the departure of the of-
fictaln and relief workers by any foule

TOKIO, Mareh Il.-.—-qllpln has de-
cided to recognize the new Russian

2

ey may choose,

Wecker, an eleetrieinn on honed the
Grrman  steamshlp Friedrich  Derg
(iroswe, tied up at Hoboken, N J.,
wifice the otuthreak of the European |

war salil he once had perved In the!
Erman aAaT™md

“I3s you know what g bomb s
rher was arked

1
he replied, it ta one like BI

“Sure'”
Zeppelin comesa along and throws
down.” |
“We don't know anvthing mbhout’

auch things in this country™ sald rh..l
judge.

PRY LEGISLATION KILLED. ‘
EPRINGFTELD, I, March 28—
The lllinois house of representatives
today killed all pending dry Ie.(inl.a-i
tton, Ineduding the statewide prohibi-
tion referendum  bill. |
The laiter measurs, on which the
Atve had centered their campalgn, was
defoated eighty 1o sixty-seven,

GBLEATION F R

WEBB DECLARES
DEMOCRATS WILL
ORGMNIZE HOUSE

North Carolinian on Way to
Washington Expresses
Confidence.

—_———

BOTH PARTIES ARE
READY FOR ACTION

House Leaders at Washing-
ton Plan For Quick Work
on Emergency Bills,

P——

CHARLAOTTE, N. C, March 28—
Representative E. Y, Webb, chalrman
of the house judiciary committes, in
tho lust congress, on his wpy to Wash<
ington  tonight., said the demoorats
would organize the house and that
congress’ work would be concluded
in slx weeks, He also expressed- the
opinlon that congress would not take
steps for an aggressive war on Ger-
many hut would stop with defensive
Maeasires

Congressman Webh's stop In Char-
lotte was at the request of WOmMRN.
suffragiets and n dtjﬂtntlon headed
by Miss Doris Stevens, of California,
momber of the executive committes
of the natlonnl womans' party, who
urged him to support tha Anthony
amendment, His reply was ha “would
vote mgainst it because he took .the,
position that women should be en«
franchised by the states.”

Mr. Webh sald that if retal at
the head of the judiclary commliftes,
be wonld re-Introduce his esplonage
bill, 5

———
CONTERENCES HELD.
WASHINGTON, March 28.—House
1eaders, demoerata and repirblicans,
bhegan conferances today to pave the
way for quick action on appropristion
bills and legisintion bedring on the ins
ternational crisis, regurdless of which
party organizes the house when
extra sesslon begins Manday. : :
Speaker Clark, Democratlc taﬂ o
Kitehin, Republican Leader Mann o
Representative Fitarorald agreed tems
tatively that the big nmlﬂ‘h W
bills which falled at 3

the :
of congress. should ntrodpced 8
the form which thq%h:?y: pasted

.

means :
gress ‘who will ng
anum“eo.n'tchf on committee’ as-
gnmen r their party, confident
that, as heretofore, their.cayous, will
name theam to make the se ‘3

(Continued on Paxe Four) ;!

FOR THE GOVERNMENT N,
EVENT F WAR PLANNED-

Workers Will Be Obtained
Through the American
Federation.

re————

CONFERENOCE HELD,

WASHINGTON, March 38.—Mobills
sution of labor for government ser=
vice In event of war with Germany
was planned today at & conference of
officinls and libor leaders in the office
of Becretary Wilson. Means were outs
lined and agreed upon for making
readily avallable enough workmen to
Insure operation of govrenment ship-
vards and arsenals and of plants
working on government contracts,

CfMeinls, profiting by the eaxperi-
ences of England, are determined that
the country In the event of war, shall
not he embarrassed by labor troublea
and Inability to obtain skilled and un«
skilled workers,

Through the American Federation of
Labor represented today by its preala
dent, Samuel Gompers, the governs
ment expects  to  get its supply of
trained workmen. The ["nited States
public employment service will fur-
nish unskilled men and the elvil ser-
vice commission will supply clerical
help, The postofMce department will

advertise the couniry's needs. ~he
Council of Nationul Defense, of whose
labor committee Mr. Gompers I8
chalrman., also will co-operate

In obtaining men for mechanleal
service the ¢ivil service conimission,
it ia announced, will waive scholastia
qualifications nnd will examine appli-

munitions for the entente allies, de-
clared on the witness stand toduy that
“Uernuns are accustamed to Jdolng as
they are told, not to asking guea-
tinns This answer was culleg forth
after ho hud testifed 1o having maide |
paris of shells which were used for

cunts for physical fitness and mechans
ical experience only. There will ba
no tachnical test,

—
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