s

THE WEATHER
FAIR.

THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN |

CITIZEN WANT ADS 3
BRING RESULTS '

\ — e

S —

VOL. XXXTIT, NO. 163,

ASHEVILLE, N. C, WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 4, 1917.

PRICE FIVE CENTS

WAR PLANS BEING RUSHED

MUZZLE FOR LAFOLLETTE ALL THAT IS

NECESSARY TO ASSURE PROMPT ACTION

. MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL WAR

PLANS FOR AGGRESSIVE ACTION AGAINST

GERMANY RUSHED BY THE ADMINISTRATION

Only Await Action by Congress.on Request
of President to Declare Staie of War,
to Be Put into Execuiion, and Congres-
sional Action Is Expected in Less Than
Twenty-four Hours Now.

PRESIDENT WILSON AND
CABINET HOLD SESSION

Navy Has Already Taken Steps io Insure
Co-operation Beiween the American
Fleet and Those of the Enfenfe Allies
Against the Germans.

WASHINGTON, April 3—War plans—military,
economic and financial—for aggressive hostilities against
Germany were rushed forward today by the administra-
tive branch of the government and only await action by
congress on a war resolution to be put into execution.

Enactment of the resolution not later than Thursday
was confidently forecast at the capitol after a delay of
twenty-four hours had been caused in the senate by
Senator LaFollette’s objection to its immediate considera-
tion. Debate will begin in both houses tomorrow, with
action before adjournment probable. Sentiment in favor
of the resolution is almost unanimous, and the only ques-
tion is how much time shall be devoted to speech-making.

Discuss War Plans.

President Wilson and his cabinet went over the war
lans at a two-hour session, and previously the national
efense council, with itg civilian advisory commission and

several subsidiary organizations, developed policies and
details of momentous consequence to the nation. Mean-
while the war and navy departments were going ahead
with the most immediate preparations for defense.

Already the navy has taken steps to insure co-

operation between the American fleet and those of the
entente allies, to become effective upon the formal entry
of the United States into the war.

portant Plans,

The most important plans under preparation by the

Im
administration include:

Germany;

Organization of the nation's commercial interests for
economieal and effective distribution of commodities

among the civilian population;

Rapid preyision of adequate means of combatting the

submarime menace;

The raising of a very large sum of money, as much
as possible to be obtained by ‘taxation, and the definite
amount of the first budget not to be fixed until the exact
needs of the army and navy and of the entente allies are

ascertained; Pe
Purchase of Su

Purchase of supplies and equipment of all kinds for
the army under a provision of law which allows the sec-
retary of war to fix a “‘reasonable price;”" and

Divigion of the young men of the eountry. into service
classes, those needed more in industries than in the army
or navy to receive insignia showing they are performing

« duty equivalent to fighting.

Most of these plans will require the authorization of

but from opinions expressed at the capitol it is
further stess takea under direction of the na-

con

believed that once the war resolution is adop
legislation to empower the executive branch to go full
o~ e=peed ahead will follow quickly. There is every indiea-
tion that the nation, through its representatives, will fol-
low out President Wilson’s words to eongress and “exert

|night asking hi
| senate meets,,

WASHINGTON,
{stration plans for ralsing an army
on the principle of universal HaLllity | 4oi0rmined by the secrefary of war.”
to service, to be submitted to con-
gress as soon as the pending war
resolution is adopted, are based on
selective conscription of young men
to he summoned to the colors as rap-
idly as they can be tralned and offi-

cered. A detalled scheme for the

ADMINISTRATION PLANS FOR RAISING

'‘ARMY ON THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSAL

SERVICE ARE BASED ON CONSCRIPTION

Selective Conscription of Young Men Are fo Be Summoned fo ihe Colors As Rapidly As They

Can Be Trained and Officered—Made Clear That 500,000 Men Is Nowhere ifie
Limit Needed and It Is Expecied That This Number Will Be Found At Once.

Aprll 3.—Admin- suppl¥ing of all kinds of material Is

made obligatory on all firms and in-
dividuals at “a reasonable price to be Bids for Guns.
In case of viclations, the government
is authorized to seize plants and in-

stitute oriml 5 ! to go
minal procesdings. So far, Bethlehem Bteel

only bidder
guns complete

however, firms generally have indloat-
ed entire willingness to co-operate
with the government.

Corridors Busy. shch.

The corridors of the war and navy

the universal service system may be
invoked to fill yp the navy's ranks.

Bids wers opened at the war de-
partmen{ foday for sixtesn-inch rifles
In the comst defenses. The
company Wwas the
offering two or four
at $225.000 each or
without breach mechalsm at $216,000
These guns are part of the
new coast defense program approvel

.|registration of eligibles has been

Enlistment by selective conseription of voung men
for a national army, in addition to the regular establish-
ment and national guard, in inerements of 500,000 until
enough have been trained to make certain the defeat of

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

worked out,
After married men, other: with de-
pendents and those whoso worvice is
required in Industries have been ex-
empted, othera within the age limits
fixed will be exam!ned physically, and
those found ft will be salected, pos-
sibly by lot, untll the first 300,000 to
be trained are secursd.

N N-ar Limit.
It was made alear today that A00.-
000 is nowhere near the lim!t needed.
and It is expected that moro (han
500,000 available will he found in the
first classifications. Otuers will te
trained as raplily az ponalbla hy offi-
cers from the regular army, national
guard and offi~ers’ reserve corps
Maximum and minimum age limits
for the first call are fixed In the ad-
ministration plan, but will not be
made public until it is presanted to
congress. In recent discussions a
minimum of elghtesn years and a
maximum of twenty-three years have
been mentioned.
Preliminary military steps possible
under existing laws were added today
to those already taken. They Includ-
ed direction by Secretary Baker that
the first-class at the West Point Mili-
tary academy ba graduated April 20,
supplying 125 highly trained young
officers.

" Co-operation.
« At the navy department it was an-
nounced that steps have already been
taken to Insure close co-operation be-
tween the American fleet and those
of the entente allies when the necs-
sary authority has ben mnt:d- The
.umurcm embassy at [ as
bheen |n close touch with the British

mall:dlnltlon of the munMions
industry will ba one of the first direct

defense council. A continuous
and adequate flow of weapons and am-
munition of all kinds will be insured,

departments were busy today and an
air of suppressed excllement prevailed
in all offices. Immediate preparations
must be made to double or treble the
clerical forces of both despriments to
meet the coming strain, New quar-
ters must be found to house the new
civil elements. Builldings near the
state, war and navy structure are be-
Ing looked over for this purpose.

Only one big move in preparation
for war remains to be made In the
navy depariment. !

That {is the mobiligation af the
naval militia and the various classes
of the naval reserve. The former will
E0 to the reserve ships of line, filling
out skelston crews and making the
ships ready for action. From the
latter will come the men for the coam
patrol and submarine ghasar sarvice
as well as additional men for line

ships.

Probably 15,000 o B could he
added to the navy personnel at once
by this mobilization. It has been es-
timated that double that number
would be required for full patrol of
the Atlantic coast by motorboats. It
seems prdbable that, unless suf-
ficlent volunteers respond promptly,
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by congress n year ago. In connec-
tion with the army plans, it was
pointed out today that under the pres-
ent national defenss act the national
guard can be Dbrought to fits full
war strength by draft. The force has
an nauthoriged total strength of
440,000 and its present strength Is
abgut 160,000,

Oirders 1o muster out men with de-
pendent families and those in the
government service, or at work on
government contracts may reduce
this number considerahly.

It 18 not known whother the war
department contemplates any changs
fn the present siatus of the guard.
Thess troops would not be avallable
for service in Furope under existing
law and in addition, the full number
may be required for police work at
home. More than £0,000 are now 9
employed.

To Recruit Guard.

In any event, If the guard is te
ba recruited to full strength, it
assumed that provision will be
to prevent a oconflict hetween tha
service and the new national
be ralsed, The new Army
edly will be formed by

Authorized strength of the
s mbout 100,000 men of all branches.
That serviee, unless s change Is
made in the law would be filled up
wiith volunteers, men who wish o en-
gage n soldlering as a professional

cupation.
Mt"‘o:mnw of tha shamber of
commerce of the [nited States named
to co-operate with the defense coun-
eif; met today to work out with the

iment the problem of sup-
rmen of fourteen commit-
buted throuhgout the coun-
depariment wers pres.

Little, of Cleveland. gen-
1 n of the committees
that the com-
be given the widest free-

War Exisis—New

termination.

cratic and republican

session, 4

tomorrow night or

Adoption

KAISER OF WISCONSIN IS
AGAIN STUMBLING BLOCK
IN WAY OF ACTION BY U. S.

Senalor LaFollette Balks Effort of Con-
gress to Immediately_Declare Staie of

Will Be Employed to Gag Him.

WASHINGTON, April 3.—The way was cleared on &
hoth sides of the capitol today for prompt enactment of
the administration resolution declaring a state of war
exists with Germany and directing the president to prose-
cute it with 2!l the nation’s resources to a successful

LaFollette Blocks Plans, g
Balked by Senator LaFollette in this effort to ha
the resolution taken up immediately after it had been
}resented from the foreign relations committee, senate
caders decided to begin tomorrow at 10 o’clock a session
to continue until a vote has been taken. Letters '
hy Senators Martin and Gallinger,
to be in his seat tomorrow when

If the leaders can hold a quorum, as they wéré able
to do in the cloging hours of the last session on the armed
neutrality bill, it is 'ﬁmbable that there will be action late
ursday mormn&

that there will be any attempt to filibuster, but no one
knew tonight how many senators would By

Adoption of the resolution by the house before to«
morrow night is predicted by members of the foreign afs
fairs committee. The committee will meet in the morn«
ing and is expected to report back quickly the resolution

Senate Cloture Rule

It is not expected

in House.

LONDON, April 3, —President Wil-
son's message allgning the Unlted
Btates with the nations Aghting
agninst Gormnrmm warmly wel-
comed and unanimoualy acclaimed by
the Britlsh people. They recognise
that no decision with a welghtier In-
fluence upon the result of e world
struggle has been given since Great
Britain, after a few days of consider-
ation, resolved to march with France.
No news of the last year has so stir-
red the country, save only the Rus-
slan revolution,

No Demonstrations,

There have been no street demon-
strations or exhibitions of excitement,
such as the first weeks of the war saw
in Londom, becauss the war has long
since passed the stage of excitement,
and is regarded here, as in America,
as a heavy and solemnly borne duty.
The substance and tone of the preal-
dent's mossage was an electrifying
surprise. The directness of his In-
dictment of the German methods and
his whole-hearted statements of
America’'s duty to maintain her righta
and of her duty to civillzation, was
more than the public hers expected.

*rclegrams To.

Dispatches from America in the last
month had represented the president
as so reluctant to enter the war that
recommendations to congress limited
to defensive measures for the protec-
tion of American commerce would
have fulfiled the geuweral exXpecta-
tions. o

That the Russian revolution did

oh to pave the way for American

operation with Germany's oppo-
fents and made President Wilson's
policy possible, is one of the first fea-
tures of the aituation which the news-

The Russian revolution lifted a
load from the minds of Britizh
IMerals, and they edilhusiastically en-
dorse the president's words concern-
ing Russin. No ong hers expects that
the pew Russian regime will be estab.
lished without trouble. Neverthaless,
the moral gain through the Russian
upheaval is regarded ns outwelighing
the temporary handicaps to effective
mflitary action whiis reconstruction
is under way.
The only festvre of President Wil
son’'s that evokes dissent is

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

PRESIDENT WILSON'S MESSAGE ~~
WARNLY WELCOMED AT LONDON

ol 2 Nl s i APV T, )
30 LT it ihais 1 1L 20T

mansh

The
torial on subject
honor of leaded type
column breadth, with
“America at war;
cent appeal,” says:

“It is impossible to read

dent Wilson's speech i
struck by its -m—%‘
and elevation of '
% odwance oo eim
no 3 ¢
of opinlon in mmw. ﬁg. s =
more impressive hisg final 3
ﬂuh Ri.ﬁlmn.h, 2:4 mm of . 4
such a speec 3 & e
afnlwmmomhdhdlﬁm, 7}
great out the world. j

“It 18 a strange, Impressive
menon—this tardy, but @
tervention of the United : “the

death struggle of Burope. is &
nation composed of mettl

migration from the days of - -
flower onward has been largely in =

the nmture of flight from m 1
For the first time on any cons| 1A

scale they now siretch out their hand, =

NORTH CAROLINA'S OPINTON,

WASHINGTON, D. C, April 3.—#x.
pressions by members on the presi-
dent's message were:

Stedman—"The whole eon
vora either war direcfly or lmh-
war. Ome Is broad as the other.™ 14

Pou—*"The limit has reached,
Over 250 Americas have kitled. |
If It has got to come lot's go at it
heart and soul.. My son Edwin has
volunteered."

Hood—"We can not do mu. ..,
than deklare a state of war oy -
tween this country and Germany. &
would be a humiliating spectacis to¢ =
pursue mRuy other sourse." Favi BE
Small—"Our immadiate prievancs
is the embargo en o 1 i
attacking our ps kil
lives of our c& h 13
should use force. To this

should utilise every unit of =
forces, if necessary. It in : :

o,

L)
i




