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BAITISH FORGES
RENEW DRIVE ON
WESTERN FRONT

Another Period of Intensive
Fighting From Lens to
Southward.

VILLAGES TAKEN IN
THE LATEST DRIVE

£french Have Also Materially
Advanced Their Lines
in West,

—

Again the British have beagun a
period of intensive fighting from the
reglon of Lens southward to the
Huvricourt wood and, aocording to
the London war offiee, have beeh suc-
resaful at various pointa In capturing
Important German positions. In ad-
dltlon, more than twelvs hundred
Germang were made prisoner In the
firm day's flghting In the new offen-
Bive,

Both north and south of the Bcarpe
river the Hritdsh have materially ad-
vaneced at severnl points  toward
Doual. North of tha river the villags
0f Gavrelle and positions two and a
half miles long south of the village
wers enptured, whila south of the
siream they took the line of the Ger-
mans on a wide front south and east
of Monchy-1le-Preux and captured
tha villages of Gavralle and Gue-

Iuuppea,
Viilages Tnken.

Farther to the sowth the entire
villuga of Trescault and the greatar
part of the Havrincourt wwood now
are In the hands of General Halg's
forces. On the northern end of the
battle lne additlonul progreas hns
lisan made southwest of Lens, mesm-
ingly placing that important town In
great jeopardy.

The Iatest Berlin ofMeial comumuni-
cation dealing with the fighting Mon-
day, miya the now Britlah offensive on
the Arras front broke down with
heavy casualties, Berlin admlts the
penetration of German trenches on a
front of 500 yards northwest of Lens,

hut says the RBritlsh later were ex- |

pelled from theun In a counter-attack,

Northeast of Solssons, between the
Alsne and the Chemin-Des-Dames,
the French have further advanced

their line, but clsawhere on the frﬂnt]VarmDnl:
the Fronch artillery ducls others spoke for the
night j

held by
have predominated, Sunday
the Germans tried, but without suc-
‘ceas, to penstrate French positions,
notably eas of Uraonne, Iin the Cham-
pagne, near St, Mihlel, and in the
Voages mountalns.
Renewed Acrial Activity.

A return of good weather to the
western front has brought about a
renawed aara] activity and numerous
hauttles In the alr. A British alrship
1s ballevad to have beon destroyed
over the Straits of Dover by a hostlle
airplane, with the loss of its entire
crew. Sunday French alrmen In
nerinl sngngements gshot down six ene-
iny alrplanes. A almllar numbor fell
prey to British aviators, while fifteen
others were driven down out of con-
trol. Antl-alroraft guns disposed of
another (German airplane and seven
kite bulloons.

Berlln reports that Garmman alrmen
foroed down sleven entente machines
and destroved four captive balloons,
The PBritlsh war office admits that
geven Britidh alrplanes ralled to re-
turn to thelr base after forays.

Heavy artillery duels are taking
place in the reglon of Lake Duiran
gnd in the Cerna river bend sector
of the Macedonian front,

The Germans evidently are prepar-
ing for the drive on Petrograd that
has heen expected In the Russian
eapital. Warships conveving trans-
portas are reported unofMeially to have
joft Libau on the Baltlc sea for an
unknown destinatlon, and meanwhlile
the Germans have renewed their ac-
tivity on the northern part of the

(Continued on Page Two)

FIRST AMERICAN LON
T0 THE ENTENTE ALLIE
GES T GREAT BATA

Amount and Other Details
Will Be Made Public
Later.

———

INSTALMENT BONDS.

—

WASHTNGTON, April 28 —The first
American loan to the allled nations
will go to Great Britain,

The amount and other detalls
E;obably will* be made public hy

cratary McAdoo within a few days.

‘Whatever the sum, the amount will
be avallable out of the proceeds of
the $5,000,000,000 bond issue soon to
be offered to the public, of which $3,-
000,000,000 will be loaned to the
allles.

Announcement to this effect was
made tonight at the treasury depart-
ment after a day crowded with con-
ferences between Becretary McAdoo
and federal reserve board ofMclals and
American bankers and bondholders
and official representatives of Great
Britain and France.

Another development was the an-
nouncement that the size of the first
issus of bonds authorized under the
$7,000,000,000 war finance measure
will depend largely upon the immedi-
ate needs of the allles,

ports as to this have yet to be
received In detall

The entire $5,000,000,000 of the an-
thorised bonds will not be offered in
one lump sum, according to present

tentative plans, but bably will be
ealled for In ‘instalments or
ispues. By this course It Is believed

might result ‘were the country called
upon te absorll the whole issue at
. once, will be averted.

e J

DRAFT QUESTION
INNEW ARMY BILL
BITTERLY FOUGHT

Administration Bill Will
Pass Senate But Faces
Fight in House,

REPUBLICAN LEADS
FIGHT IN THE HOUSE

Jeads Administration Forces
For Belective Draft Plan
to Raise Army.

WARHINGTON, April 88— Wth
beth housea of congress debating ths
war army blll today |t became more
than ever apparent that theres !s no
fght over whether « great srmy shall
be ralsed, tha only question belng
what strength can be mustered by op-
ponents of the administration's selec-
tive draft plan.

Benate Will Pass BilL
In the senate pa#sage of tha Ken-

eral staff  bll  wvirtually without
change |& regarded as certain;: on the
houss slde the president’'s supporters
also are confldent of success, though
the contest thers will be bitter. Dis-
cussion In the senate may contlnun
until Saturday, but the house, under
R lentative agrecement for  elghteen

hours of genernl debate, probably will
be ready to vote by Thursday.

Many of the speeches In the house
were In faver of the administration
plans, after Representative Dent,
chairman of the military committes,
hiad made an opening statement sarn-
eslly supporting the bill as amended
by his committes to authorize calls for
volunteers, with provision for appiving
the draft only If the volunteer wys-
tem falls. Representative Hahn of
California, ranking republlcan of the
commities, appeared In unigque posi-
tlon of spokesman for the president
and leader of the administration

forces.
Speak for Draft

Representatives McKenzle, Tinols;
Cargo, Pennsylvanin; Olney, Masme-
chusetts, Lunn, New York: Greene,
Adamson, Georgla, and
draft as the
only effective method of ralsing the
army neseded. Representative Nichols,
of South Carolina, joined Chalrman
Drent In champloning the volunteer
plan,

Benators Wadsworth and Waeks
vigorously advocating the draft, and
Henator Thomas, ns strongly opposing
it, made the principal addresses In
the genata.

Chalrman Chamberlain, of the sen-
ate committee, sald tonight that ha
might seek unanlmous consent Wed-
nesday for a vote that day or Thurs-
day, He eald he dld not now expect
to endeavor to use the new cloture
rule, both because he was not certain
he could get the two-thirds necessary
to invoke it, and becausa it might re-
sult In more talk than would follow
in the normal course.

THE WREATHER.

WASHINGTON, April 23 —Fore-
cast for North Carolina: Falr Tues-
day; Wedneaday fair and cooler.

DEADLY BARRAGE

FIREGOVERSBOLD
BRITIH ATTACKS

After Slumbering For Week,
Battle of Arras Again
Breaks Forth,

GERMAN FORCES ARE
PRESBED BAOKWARD‘

|
Surrender by Hundreds and

British Take Large Num-
bers of Guns.

FROM A STAFF CORRESPONDENT
OF THF ASSOCIATED PRHESSR WITH
THE BRITISH ARMIFES IN FRANCE
(Via London, April 223.)—The battle
nf Arrae, which hand been smoulder-
Ing for 1 weel past, burst into flaming
fury agaln today and Is stlll raging
tonight, with aome of tha heaviest
fighting of the war In progreas

The sky 1s alight for milea with the

Why Faiher Hasn’t Enlisted

WONT ENLIST, I JUYST CANT .

DREADFUL

~

IN BLACK

OH. HENRY, PROMISE METHAT YOUu

YOU GO 70 WAR - } LOOK SIMPLY

Ave

I

St

fiashes of guns, with star shells that
spread a moonilght paleness over the

battlefleld and with  varl-eolorad
rockets, which flash wignsls to the
nppraing  artillery. The cold east
wind carrles  the echnes of the

reverhernting cannonnde far back of
the Hritlsh lines.
Flight-Mile Fromt,

Tha fAghting todny covered  ap-
proximately an elght-mlle front, from
(south of Vimy ridge to a peoint well
helow COroisilles. At the north end
of the attack. the Britlesh sweopt over
'German fixed posltions running al-
most due aouth from Lens and eap-
tured long sectlons of German posi-
tiona in front of the Hindenbure line

More than 1,200 prisoners were
eounted In this asctor late today, and
othera were still coming  In The
largest numhber of prisoners waa from
the ©Ome Hundred and Forty-first
Pomeranlans, who surrendered In
hundreds after very hriaf resistance.
A opattery of fleld guna also was
taken

Between Oavrelle and Crolsilles the
heaviest fighting occurred along hoth
binks of the BSearpe and  around
Monchy-Le-P'reux, where the Britigh
Easter advance had projected n gharp
saltent into the Glerman lines. Monchy
was taken in the first phase of the
Arras battle after three days’ fighting
and has heen held agalnst desperate
counter-assaults,

Cling to Slopea,

The Germans always managed to
oling tn the slopes on alther slde of
the hill on which Monohy-Le-Preux
{s perched, this belng the highest
polnt east of Arras and Vimy, over-
looking the great, broad eastorn
plains of northern France. The Ger-
mans today were undoubtedly throw-

a further Brilish advance and had
thrown In ascores of new batteriea
of artillery, The fAghting about
Guemappe, due south of Monchy, waa
extremely hitter. The attacking
British waves “went over,” in the
half gray llght of dawn. It was still
dark enough to make a flery spectacle
of the barrage which crept ahead of

{Cuntinued on Page Two.)

STATE EXAMINERS AND
INSTITUTE GONDUGTOR
ANNOUNCED BY BICKETT

Three Men and Three Wo-
men Named on Board by
the Glovernor.

GOOD POSITIONS.

RALEIGH, N. C, April 28.—Gov-
ernor Blokett announced today the
personnel of the state board of ex-
aminers and teachers’ Institute con-
ductors, as authorized by an act of
the recent general assembly. Three
of them are men and three women,
the slaaries of the men being fixed by
the executive pommittee of the teach-
ers’ assembly af $8,600, with $500 ad-
ditlona] for expenses, and the salaries
of the women at $3,000 and $500 for
expenses.

The members of the board are J.
H. Highsmith, Wake Forest; Mras, T.
Edgar Johnson, Salisbury, and Miss
Hattle Parrott, Kinston, each for four-
yvear terms; A. T. Allen, Ballsbury; D.
F. Glles, Raleigh, and Mixd Susie
Fulghum, Goldsboro, each  for two-
year terms. They takérup thelr
duties June 1.

Mr. Allen is president of the state
teachers' assembly and was secreétary
of the last state sub-text book com-
mission. He Is superintendent of the
fallshury schools.

Mr. Highsmith was & member of
the faculty of Meredith and now of
Wake Forest college faculty.

Mr. Giles was county supsrin-
tendent of -McDowell county, served
as senator in the 1915 legislature, and
has since been superintendent of the
Wake county schools,

Mrs, Johnson has served fiftesn

yemes as teacher snd super-
visor in the Balisbury schools. Bhe is
wtdmmmm Teach-

AU3SIA WILL CONTINUE

and a great number of prisdhers, -

and cordialities

Wilson,
that his trip had heen justified by that

entered
conferences
been wholly perfunctory,

BRITISH COMMISSIONERS ARE GIVEN
EVERY MARK OF HONOR AND COURTESY
WITHIN THE GIFT OF THE GOVERNMENT

e

WASHINGTON, April 23.—Great
Britain's war commlssioners spent to-

day in the American capital recelving
every mark of honor
within the gift of the government.

and courtesy

Forelgn Secretary Arthur James

Balfour, formally presented hy Beore-
tary lLansing to President Wilson In
the morning, was tha guest of honor
tonight at the most notabla dinner
glven at the white housa In a gen-
eration.

During the day he was pre.

sented to Viece- dent Marshall at
the chpitol, lunch@d . ith Ambasgsador
Jusserand at the ndh embasey and

received cards orf oal from many
prominant pamﬁ_ I
Becretary Bryan

ing former

soldiers Get Together,
Meanwhile, Il.deutenant-General

Bridges and other British army of-
floors  oalled
Mnjor«Gencral

on Becretary Baker,
Beott, chief of astaff,
officinls: Ad-

ing thalr full force Into their re-|and war epartment
pistance along the Scarpe, They had |miral Dechuair and his naval aides
brought up strong reserves to oppose [called upon Secretary Danlels, Ad-

miral Benson and other navy depart-
ment ofMclals; and Lord Cunliffe, gov.
ernor of the Bank of England, called
upon Secretury McAdoo at the treas-

ury department.
The conferences ao far, with the en.

thuslasm that the people of the ecap.

and the courtesles

have shown
extended "by the of-

Itol

them—n  veritable wall of exploding!flclnls, have taken the Britlsh com-
shells, Men who have been over sev- |Iisslon completely by surprise. Mr
Balfour, after three-quarters of an

with President

houy's conversation
enthusiastically

remarkad

meeting alone.

While no formal negotiations were
Inte  today, the proliminary
were atated not to have
hut rather

to have laid an excellent busls of ac-

T0 FIGHT ACCORDING TO

ernment by United States
is Encouraging.

REPORTS AT WASHINGTON

Recognition of New Gov-

NOW | trigues and

NO SEPARATE PEACE.

quaintance and understanding for the
detailed conferences to follow.
Broad Phases of Sitaation.

President Wilson and Mr. Balfour
are known to have touched on the
brond phases of the situation In such
a way as to give each an Insight to
the other's personality and viewpeint,
and to have cstahlished an atmos-
phere of confidence and concord he-
tween them.

The officlal prediction was made
that no formal conferences would he
begun until the arrival of the French
commissioners, expected now In the
next few dayes. Groundwork swill be
lald as rapldly as possible so that the

!Farelgn Secrefary Balfour Meeis President Wilson and Says That the Meeling Alone Was
Worth the Trip, Were Noihing Else Accomplished—-Various Groups of Officials Seek
Similar Groups Of U. S. Officials For Conferences.

moment the French arrive the nego-
tintions may begin In earnest.

The British visitors held an organi-
sition meeting at the embossy today,
and Mr. Balfour plans to spend to-
morrow  morming mapping out the
divislon of work and arranging for the
proper British and American oMclala
to meet for the task before them, An-
other score of subordioate Britlsh of-
flolals ans expected shortly. The Brit-
ish commisslon announced that Its
purpose in coming to this country
was purely one of co-operation, serv-
fce, and gratitude, and that from npw
on, the direction of the conferences
would rest largely with the Ameriean
government. At the sams time, Ameri-
can officinls convineed the Britlsh by
the warmth and cordiality of their
reception that this oountry apprecl-
ates England's courtesy In sending
suech digtingulshed spokesmen and s
fully dedicated to every possible ef-
fort agalnat the common fu..

Publlc Btatements Promised,

Mr. Balfour, It was also stated,
will make several public statements
during his stay an to the English point
of view. Viee-Presldent Marshall In-
vited him to address the senate, but
it is Improbable he will apnear hafora
congress wnless perhaps with French
Minlater of Justice Vivianl, Arrange-
maenta are being made for him to sea
members of the press Weodnesdoy,
Gonernl Aridgos will be  Interviewead
tomorrow, and Lord Cunliffe Thurs-
day.

Tanight's dinner at the white house
wnh the ellmax of an eventful day. Mr.
Balfour, British Ambassador Epring-
Riee, and all the ranking members of
the Britlsh commissinn were Invited

retary Lansing® offce. When the
visitor came’ out later with Mr.
Lansing for hie trip to the white
houmse, he was greeted in the corridor
with applause by n large gathering of
state department employes,
Introduced to President.

Mr. Balfour wns nshered Into the
white house by Becretary Lansing and
Introduced to President Wilson, In the
presonce of the military and naval
aldes, for what was - expected to be
but a few minutes' conversation. The
stuteamen withdrew Into the blue
room, ‘however, and were engrossed
for over three-quarters of an hour,
Mr. Balfour afterwards expressed
him#elf as mors than delighted with
his cull nnd as feeling that his trip
was justifled If nothing else were to
take place,

A Iarge ecrowd surrpunded the
white house lawns to walt for the
visitor. In the meantime, a wild west
show passed with a huge calliope
playing "“God BSave the King" and
“The Marselllaise.” As Mr. Ifour
came out of the gatea a grest cheer
broke out and he bowed apprecl-
atively. :

The quick trip by automobile took
him to the capitel, where another
enthuslastle group greeted him on his
wiy to Vice-Presldent Marshall's or-
flee, Thera he spent about ten min-
utes,

After luncheon at tha Frenth em-
bassy, Mr. Balfour returned again to
headquarters, where he met former
Becrotary Bryan, who came to pay a
courtesy call’ because of thelr former
acqualntance In England and to tell

to meet the President and Mra. Wil-
gon, the members of the cabinet,
Chief Justice White, the advisory |
committes of the eouncil of natlonnl
defenne, Secretary Tumulty and Miss
Helen Woodrow Hones, cousin of the
president. At the same tlme other
memboers of the commisglon were he-
ing entertained at dinner nt the Six-
teenth street mansion occupied by Mr.
Balfour's immediate party.

The British cabinet ofMeer hennl
the day with n trip to the state de-
partment, which, hecause of his long

associntion with forelgn affajra and
with American statesmen, he has al-
wiLye heen eager to see.  Ambassador |

Spring-Rlce and Hugh /. Glbron, the
latte: mssigned as Mr. Balfour's alde,
accompanled him to the door of Rec-

the British statesnmn of the month's
speaking tour on which he was leav.
ing tonight through the southwest In
ald  of Increassd food nroduction.
After that, Mr. Balfour went out for a
long wnlk In Rook Creek park.

RESTING COMFORTABLY.

NEW YORK, April 28.—Madame
Earah Bernhardt, the noted French
actress, who Is dangerously 111 here,
wan “‘resting comfortably"” tonight, ao-
cording to a bulletin {ssued by her
physicians. Tt was sald that unlems
there was an unexpectad change In
her conditlon, no further anounce-
ment would be made untll tomorrow
morning,

WASHINGTON, Aprfl 33.—Murther
encouraging reports from Russia came
today in a dispatch to the state de-
partment telling of the effect of
Presldent Wilson's war address and
declaring that Russla under the new
democratic provisional government is
no more llkely to abandon the war
‘without achleving her object than s
the United States,

Recalling that one of the impelling
causes for the overthrow 03 the im-
perial regime was the belf that it
was planning a separate peace, the
dispatch sald the revolution would
expedite the defeat of Germany and

the  establlshment of a general
peace. .
Prompt recognition acoorded the

new govarnment by the United States,
gave encouragement and help to the
council of ministers and their sup-
?‘"m" the department was In-
ormed, while President Wilson's allu-
slof™ to the Russian revolution In his
address to congress made a deep,
lasting impression on the people. The
address has been tranalated, and |s
being given wide oirculation in
pamphlet form. L
No people, says the report, ever
have made greater sacrifices for free-
dom than the Russians and they fully
realizse that a separate peace would
jeopardize all they Have guined.
American form of governmggt has
been taken as the model of th® Rus-
sinn people and the participation of
the Unlited Btates has Infused in them
a confident spirit. They belleva they
have an army unequalled in number,
unexcelled In courage, and led by
ovommanders of ability and patriotism.
If Americans are Incensed at the in-
derhand machinations
their midst, and on
deolares,

The

ILLEGE PLOTS HERE FOR

A OB REVOLITIO

Complaint Against Oertain
Persons Will Be Made to
State Department.

—_——

NEW YOREK, Aprll 28.—Complaint
will be made formally to the state
department In Washington against
the mctivities of persons in this coun-
try, who, It Is alleged, have been
plotting to create another revolutoln
in Cuba, according to an announce-
ment here tonight by the republic of
Cuba news hureiu

A statement issiied by the news bu-
reau said that the Ciban suthorities
had come Into possession of a procla-
mation purporting o _have been writ-
ten by E)r Orestes Ferrara, formar
speaker of the house of representa-
tives of Cuba, who now is in this city,
sotting May 20 as the date for the
proposed uprising.

Dr. Ferrara when shown a copy of
the proclamation, denied that he had
written it and characterized it as “a
base libel and a forgery.

VOTE FOR SUFFRAGE,

ABBEE, T, April 28—
vota of

PALLAF
The Florida senate by =&
to seveD

amendment to

to ubmtt tha | - T
to the

GEAMAN RAIDER GHASES
AN AMERIGAN STEAMHP

Seeadler Again Reported in
Action Off the Coast of
Brazil.

NEW YORK, April 23.—An Ameri-
ean steamship was chasad for five
miles by tha German ssa-ralder
Beeadler, off the coast of Brazll,
April 12; necording to the captaln of
the vessel which reached this port
today. The Heeadler, previously re-
ported by the victims of her ralds on
their arrival at Rio Janelro, was for-
merly the American bark Pass of
Balmaha, into which the Germans
had Mtited gasoline motors,

The captain of the steamship,
which Is engaged in the Bouwth Ameri-
ocan trade, sald the ralder was sighted
at 6 o'clock In thea morning, bearing
down on him at a point thirty-nine
miles north of the equator and be-
tween 200 and 300 miles off the
coast. The pursuer, he sald, put on
all speed. making about thirteen
knots an hour. As this was slightly
less than his own vessel's spoed, he
was able to throw her off after a des.
pernte chase,

Although within range, the ralder
did not attempt to fire on . Bhe
had Norwegian flage nted on her
sides, he sald, and mounted two
guns, apparently of elght-inch call-

{ having a mayor and elght aldermen,

COMMISSION FORM 15

Queen City Voters Fsvo;
Newer Form of Govern-
ment by Large Majority.

COHARLOTTE, N. .. April 28—
Charlotte adopted the ecommission
form of municipal government today
by a majority of 438 votes. Thtee
forms were votad en: The system
under which the clty has bsen man-
aged, the aldermanic plan with mayor
and twenty-one aldermen; plan B, an-
other form of the aldermanic system

and the commission form under
whlch & mayor and two commission-
orn will be elected at the next munie!-
pal election. ‘The old system received
n grand total of twenty-six votes, out
of 3,000 votes cast,

CLEMSON TO 0O-OPERATE., |

CLEMS8ON, 8. €., April 23.—Clem-
son college Ia preparing to co-operate
with the council of national defense
by turnishing that organimation with
pames, training and experience of all
former students of the institution. A
circular letter _has been lssued to
graduates by President RIgEs, request-

“ﬁﬂl.

tions tt.h:”hs-r Im“m‘tr::
%aun._o{odno.muu‘o'
L

fitness for work in line.
will be in X g
gouncti

‘ing that they furnish to
u{bomh information %
of

AOPTED T CHIALOTTE =

CONGRESS TAKES
UPFOOD PROBLEN
HEARINGS BECIN

Sec. Houston Sets Forth Ad-
ministration’s Food Con-
trol Program.

_—

GOVERNORS ASKED
TO ATTEND MEETING

Farmers Promise Support to
Price-Fixing Legislative

Program.

WASHINGTON, April 92 —Cone
gress took up the food problem today
In public hearings by the senate ag-
rleulture committos, at which Secrs-
fary Houston sot forth the adminis-
tration’s food control program.,

AL the same time the federnl trade
commission, direocted by Presldent
Wilkon to Investigate with the ngri-
culture department the causes of
high food prices, asked all state gove
ernors 1o send representatives to
Waushington Aprll 20, for a confor-
ence on wtate co-operation in the ine

qury,
Explains Plans,

Hefors appearing at the sommit-
ten hoaring, Secretary Houston put
his plans befora the headtof five of
tha country's blg farmers™ organlza-
tlons and recelved assurances of sup-
port for any measures the govern-
ment contemplates for pgetting a
firmor T-up on food production and
diatribution. The farmers’ represent-
atlves promised even to give their en-
dorsement to legislation givin the
Fovernment power to fix maximum
and minimum prices in emergenoy,

As Its part In the government's
plans the department of Inbor an-
nounced that it had undartaken thes
mobilization of a milllon boys
throughout the country as asotive
farm workers for the saummer. An
organization will be farmed to
known as the United States Boys"
Working ressrve. Its operations will
be direoted from Washington. :

Hoover's Duties,

Two announcements of the day
bearing on the food situstion were a
definition of the duties to be per-
formed by Herbert 'C. Hoover, nas
chairman of the food committes of
the councll of national de and
the statement that Willlam J. )
would tour the west to help apread
ths agrioulturs department's

_Inoreased food produ

o' Deat Mheans. Gt "sssiniing the

(Continued on Pame Four) =

DIVERSION OF STEAMERS
T0 TRANSPORT SERWIGE
19 OFFIGIL FOREGAST

May Take Vessels From
Coastwise Trade to Oarry

Supplies.

TO FORM PLANS

WASHTNGTON, Aprfl 15—DBnme
dlate diversion of a number of steam-
ships from the ooastwise trade to
Trans-Atlantic service, waa forecast
by oMolals today after a

here of transportation

resentatives with the Wm
and the Council of Natlonal

Many vessels, It was sald, can be po=
moved without dlsarranging  rallway
sarvioe

At a meeting hers nesmt Wednesdny

& newly-oreated wsh ng committes
of the defense councll will take up
measures to put the vessels to trans
porting supplles to the allles
committee was named today with
Willtlam Denman, chairman th
shipping board, at its head.

Tk ont" in oco-operation

a general radlroad bomrd nl-ln= re-
eently to co-ordinate q.%‘hn
fysteins ﬂnﬂ:= the war, Vessels
ba taken off shelr with as
disiooation to COmMMOTSd A

ble,

Legirlation Introduced in both
senate and houss today by the'
ministration would authorise L]
president to confer title and pPoSSes-
sidn of the German and

ships held In Amerlcan ports
tetmes would extend to vessals

by any subject or citizens of any
country with which the United Btates
is nt war.

Repalrs to the damaged German
and Austrian ships {s being pushed as
rapidly as possivie. Some of them
will be rolda; for mervice within a
few waeks,

The shipping board 18 planning
further standardization of stesl mer
chant ships and will call a conferencyd
of shipbullders within a fow days te
discuss increased shipbullding activity.
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