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THE BOLSHevIN? PARYTHING

Expert Tells Why it is More
Necessary During War
Than in Peace Time.

- THE FEDERAL CHILD LABOR LAW

United States Benefits by
Experience of Her Allies
Across the Seas.

(By James H. Collins,)

Right Iin the anbdst of war, in Sep-
tember, & law went into effect which,
At first alight, seomed to have no beswr-
Ing whatever upon our war problema,

It was the Federal Chlld Labor
law, wihich muikes products of indus-
trles in which the labor of children
ts  utllized sublect to regulation if
shipped in interstate or foreign com-
merce, and will have & very definite
effect In states where social legisla-
tlon has tended to lag a little behind
Industrial development.

The more one looks into the expe-
rience of European countrles with
child lubor during the war, the more
pne sees that the work and welfare of
children are dlstinetly a war matter,
and something calling for even more
mttentlon during the excitement of
hostilitiea than In the more orderly
times of peace. BEngland and France,
purticularly, wvielded to the apparent
necessity of war time work, and grant

cemtain “exemnptions® under their
laws for the protection of children,
taking the latter out of school, per-
mitting them 1o work In factories,
sunctioning nlght labor, and dolng
under the necessity for war produe-

tion what thev would never have done

in peace. After two years of this

relaxation, a careful study of the ef-

fects upon the children and upon

the country has convineed the of-

flelals of both countirlea thesir pence-

Ume regulutlons should be restored.
Wisdom Questloned.

The wisdom of a Federal Child La-
hor law In this ecountry has hbeen
duestionsd on severnl grounds, Crities
malntain that wurk does not really
burm chlldren, and that If they are
tuken from the factories, mines, and

ither places covered by this new law
they will simply be idle. It ia main-

iwined that children's work Is Indls-
pensable in cortsin ndustries, espect-
ally in those with short seasons and
in work of a light nature. It =

sspiclally urged that during war, with
the necessity for the speeding up of

vur Industrles on every hand, the| ments where children were employsd child labor lawe of many wetates.
employment of children In the fac-| contrary to the federal law. Manu-|in the long run—Is to keep it out At least 12 states fix standards
torles, canneries, and elsewhera la| facturers and producers may protect |of the factory unt!l it has recelved |which appear to he as high as those
Justified—that children should bear|themselves agalnst prosecution by |adequate schooling and lald the foun-|of the federal law, and in some re-
thelr share of the national burden| keeping on file federal certificates of | datlon of a healthy body. This has|spects higher: Arkansas, Illinois.
as well as others rge, or, in designated states, state cor- | been found so true—such hard-head- [ North Dakota, New York, Montana,
But it is In exnctly this war emer-| tifcates, showing the age of the chil- |ed business sense—in communities | Nebraska, Ohlo, Oklahoma, and Wis-
&eney that child labor abroad has|dren In their employ. These osrtifi- | which have had the widest eaxpe-|consin. In every other state, exbtept
fitled! cates are issued under slmple and oon- |rlence in the employment of children|North Carolina, New Mexico, and Wy-
The employment of e¢hildren did not venlent regulations. The enforcement and in labor and soclal matters gen- oming, the l14-year age limit Is In

inerease production, but diminished
it, Just as diminished production fol-
lowed the relaxation of wlse Indus-
trial regulations set for grown workers
in peace times,

“The experience of war time,” said
M. AWbert Thomas, the French minls-
ter of munitions, "has only demon-
striuted ths necessity—technioally and
pconomically—of the labor laws en-
acted before the war. In our legls-
Iation, secured In time of we
shall find the conditions for a better
and more Intense production during
the war."

France, after almost two yearas of
war-time exemptions by which chfl-
dren under 18 were allowsd to work
at night In speclal cases, restored
the night-work prohiblition for girls
under 18. England found th ° re-
laxation of child-lahor regulations ex-
hausted and Impaired the children
and has bean busy repalring the dam-
age done by Wrong War mensures,
Even In Germany, a law-abiding coun-
try In peace timea, the relaxation of
child-labor regulations led to unpar-
alleled mwiessness among children.

Sound Measure,

8o our new Federal Child-Labor
law s clearly a sound meansurs for
war times. And there can be little
question of Its wisdom as applied to
normal conditlons in peace times.

This law provides that no chfld
under 16 shall work In a mine or
quarry and no child under 14 shall
work In any mill, eannery, work-
shop. factory, or manufacturing es-
tablishment which ships ita products
into interstate or forelgn commerce.
The worklng day of children between
14 and 16 years of age In factories
may not be longer than sight hours,
and they may not be employed be-
tween 7T p. m. and 6 a. m.

Insts ad of prohibiting the employ-
ment of chlldren In those terms, the
federnl law accomplishes the same
result Indirectly by forbldding the
shipment of goods in interstates or
foreign commerce from all establish-

France and England Both Realized the Mistake of Making “Exemptions”
for Children to Work During the War, and Quickly Reversed Their
Rules, Tightening Them Up to Before-the-War Strictness, and the New
Federal Child Labor Law, it is Believed, Will Do More for the United
States Than Any Other Measure Passed at the Last Session of Congress,
in That it Will Aid in Conserving the Youth of the Land—Production
Stimulated Rather Than Retarded by the New Law.

of the law has been deleghted by
the secretary of labor to the children's
bureau of the department of labor,
and s directly In charge of Mims
Grace Abbolt, a Chlcago woman of
long experience in labor and Indus-
trial problems.

Enforcement of the lnw Is carried
out by federnl Inspectors, The law s
designed, however, with a view to
cooperation with lecal officials, and
the full benefit expected from It can
not be secured merely by complete
federrl enforcement. The flnal re-
sponsibility rests with the cltisens
of sach locality, and demands a ser-
vice outside of the law itself. For to
simply releass the children from the
factories la not enough.

The real objeot of all prohibition of
child labor I to Insure the child an
education durlng Its natural school
period. To mecure the real benefits
of school the echild must be well
nourished and decently clothed and
be glven & chance In life In every
other respect. From a wseifish bual-
ness standpoint regarding a child
simply as a future producer of wealth
for itself, or for others, the best poasi-
ble course— the course that will en-
able tHh child to earn ths most money

erally, that thoss communities have
voluntarily Inoreased theilr human
wealth by laws which keep the child
in school until It is 14 years of age
or ovlder, and have supplemented the
public-school training with part time
and vocatlonml training coursea In
the very stores and factorles where
the children are at work.

The chief misunderstanding of this
new federal law 18 found In those sec-
tions of the country where communi-
ty experlence haus not been broad or
extended enough to demonstrate Its
wisdom, The states where child Ia-
bor Is greatest also show the largest
percentage of |lliteracy, and the chlef
beneflt sought under the federal law
is to bring these states up to stend-
ards that have been found best In
communities with broad experience,
and to secure by community education
and benefit the sducation and benefit
sought for the children.

May Appear Radlcal.

To & community which has not yet
developed for itself a local child Ia-
bor law on reasonable modern lines,
the provislons of the federal law may
appear radleal. But In reality the
federal law s leas drastic than the

Y The Heavens in December Y

By DR. C. S. BRAININ, of the Columbia University Observatory Staff.

HE astronomers of America

will be treated to a total
eclipse of th. moon this
month which will be visible In .1s

entirety throughout North Amerlca.
Such an eclipse, while not of the
same sclentific value as the total
eclipse of the eun, !s nevertheless
of great Interecst, to the amateur
astronomer in particular. [t serves
to Impress upon his mini the won-
derful achievements of mocdern ns-
tronomy in learning and reducing
to mathematics the laws of the mo-
tlons of the solar system and em-
phasizes to him the . remarkable
power of prophecy which science
possesses. It serves as & new con-
firmation of the fact that the luws
of nature still hold.

Of course, the professional as-
tronomers are somewhnt hilase on
this subfect, and & mere eclipso of
the moon evokes very little enthu-
slasm In most of them. HWHowever,
there are some, probably many,
who take care not to miss this phe-
nomeanon, in spite of the fact that
they hardly expesct to learn any-
thing new from the observation.
It |s a mllllon-to-one chance that
the calculations of the astronoml-
eal computer are c¢orreet to the
second. But there Is something so
inepiring, so majestiec in the un-
wavering march of the shadow that
one gets here as In few other na-
xed-e{o events In the heavens a
raal fesling of the truly awful
movemont of the ocosmio bodies
through space.

Olrcumstances of the Eclipse,

The eclipse will take place on
the night of December 27-28. Wa
will give the exact time data In
eastern standard time (Washington,
New York, eto) from which the
corrections for the other standard
time belts of the United States and
Canada can easily be made. At
1:54 In the morning the moon en-
ters the so-called numbra, the
partial or outer shadow, which will
produce a hardly noticeable dark-
sning of the moon's diak. At flve
minutes past three the moon enters
the umbra or complele shadow
thrown by the esarth, and this |s
really the beginning of the visible
eclipse, for from then on the
shadow creeps rapidly over the sur-
face of the moon, eating out more

and more of the bright surface,
until the total eclipse ocommences
At 4:33, The middle of the total
ecll Is at 4:48 and Its end at
4:50; the totality has thus lasted
about 17 minutea
The first bright
pears, and the

out of

7:30. The most [nterest! part

to watch, of course, ls n':l'n ust
fore the entrance into the k

To change the above time data
to other standard times than the
eastern, It W to
one hour for those who live in
central belt, to subtract two
for those In the Rocky

belt and three for those in the most
weaterly, or Paclfic, time belt. Ob-
wervers in the sasterly tip of North
America, which Is In the intercolon-
ial or Atlantic standard time belt,
rdd one hour to the above times.
As an example, the middle of the
solipse will be at 65:48 by Atlantle
time, 4:46 by eastern time, 3:48 by
central time, 2:46 by Rocky Moun-
taln time, and finally, 1:48 by Pa-
phenomenon s
viafble over an antire hemisphere at
practically the same Instant, for ev-
eory person who has the moon above
his n will be able to see it,

Lunar and Solar Eclipses.
The lay reader will probably be
very much surprised to learn that

the lunar ecli is rea)ly a rarer
phenomenon than the leas often ob.
served solar. This Is true In the

actual number of oovurrences, but
the intrinsio difference between the
two phenomena makes the solar
apparently the rarer, The differ-

ence llea In the fact that, as stated
above, a lunar ecllpse, when It hap-
pens, s vistble to the Inhabitanta
of an entire hemlaphere, whereas
& solar sclipse is visible only to a
rather limited area

The sun is the source of its own
light, but the moon shines by ra-
flected glory only. At the time of
& lunar eclipse the earth interposes
its bulk between the sun and the
moon, thus cutting off the moon's
light entirely, and any person sit-
uated In that hemlsphere where |t
Is night at that partlicular instant
will have the eclipse. The moon's
surface Is entirely durk, except for
the very weak “earthshine,” which
is eunlight reflected from the
earth’'s surface to the moon and
back again to us

In the case of the solar eclipse
the moon gets in bhelween us and
the sun, and for those whose view
of the sun s Intercepted there (s
an eclipse, |. e, for those who are
in the shadow path of the moon.
Because of the relntive distances of
the sun, moon and earth, this
shadow of the moon never cavers

a very large area of earth, partic-
ularly the darker part of the
shadow. Sometimes, when the
moon Is relatively far away, the

tip of the umbra or full shadow
does not quite reach the earth, but
the penumbra or partial shadow
doea. In this case we have what
is called an annular or ring-shaped
eclipse of the sun. There will be
places on the earth where the sun
will be seen ws & brilllant ring
with the moon outting off a cen-
tral disk. Such an sclipse will also
happen this month, on the 14th,
but unfortunately It will not be
visible in this country at all. The
best place to observe |t ls at the
south pole.

| mchool record or a parent's, guar-

part established by state law. How-
ever, In Callfornia, Colorado, Dela-
ware, District of Columbia, Georgla,
ldaho, Maryland, Oregon, Virginia,
and Washington, the age limit un-
der which chlldren, and especlally
boys may bs employed s varlously
raduced by exemptlions for specific
Industries, such as canning, and by
poverty and other exemptions. In
20 states and the Distriet of Colum-
bia the state law fixes an elght-hour
day for children between 14 and 18
years of age.

In tta provisions against night work
by children, the federal law comea
nearer to & national standard than
In any other resmpect Ior 41 stutes
have a prohibitlon of night work for
childran substantinlly the same as that
contained In the federal act In the
stntes where this law will bring the
greatest benefits the night employ-
ment of children has been extansive.

The prineipal machinery for enforo-
Ing the law Is that under which age
ertificates are issued. When employ-
ers, parenis, and children obaerve the

simple regulations governing thess
age certificates, the law (s largely
antomatie In fta operation These

certificates are lsmued by authorities
designated for that purpose, upon the
application by the child desiring em-
ployment, accompanled by |ts parents,
guardian, or custodlan, with approved
documentary evidence of age. The
child must bhe fourtean years or over
If employment I|s contemplated in
a mill, cannery, workshop, or manu-
faturing  establishment, and must
be between sixteen and meventsen
years of age for employment In
or wbout a mine or quarry. According
to the rules and regulationa adopted
by the United BStates Child Labor
boards certificates must contaln the
Tollowing information:

1 Name of child.

2, Place and date of bhirth of child,
together with mtatement of evidence
on which this Is based, except when a
physlclan’s certificate of physical age
I8 accepted by the lssulng officer, In
which case physical age shall be
ahown.

3. 8ex and color.

4. Slgniture of child.
f. Name and address of chlld's par-
ent, guardian, or custodian.

6. Blgnature of lssulng offlcer.

7. Date and place of Issuance.
Evidence ns to age consisits of one
of the following-named proofs:

(a) A birth certificate, or attested
transcript thersof, lssued Ly a regis-
trar or vital statiatics of other ofMcer
charged with the duly of recording
births.

(b) A record of baptiam, or a certi-
ficate or attested (ranscript thereof
showing the date of birth and place
of baptieam of the child.

(c) A bona fide contemporar: rec-
ord of the date and place of the
child's birth kept in thé Bible In which
the records of the births in the famlily
of the child are preserved, or other
documentary evidence satisfactory Lo
the secretary of labor or such person
g8 he may deslgnate, &uch aa a
passport showing the age of the child,
a certificate of arrival In the Unlted
Stutes Issued by the Trnited States
immigration oMcers and showing the
age of the child, or a 1life Insurance
poliey: provided that such other sat-
Isfactory documentary evidence has
been In existence at least one year
prior to the time i1t In offered In evi-
dence: and provided further that a

dian's, or custodian’s aMdavit, cortifi-
cats, or olher written statement of
age shall not be accepted except as
apacified In paragraph (b).

id) A certificate algned by a public-
health physiclan or a public-school

not be obtalned,

taken out of Industry by this law.
higher than under the Federal law, no
children are affected, of courme, But
stiles are below those of the Federal
than

thirteenth census, now more

27,023 children under fourtesn years
of age who were amployed In manu-
facturing establishments have been

released, and that the 17,867 c¢hll-
dran under sixtean yeam of age
who wers reported working in

mines and quarries are no longer
employed at that work. No one
can say how many of the chiidren
between fourtesn and alxteen who
have been employed for ten and
eleven and over twelve houms a
day in the past will not be permitted
1o work more than #ght hours under
the new law. In 1910 there wore 118.-
690 of these children between four-
teen and sixteen employed in stntes
where they were not protected by an
elght-hour law. These census flgures
do not Include the large number of
children that have worked during the
busy months of August and Beptember
in canneries and other seasonal
Industries,
Includes Canneries.

The Federal lnw spacifically includes
cannéries, while these are exempt un-
der the State child-iabor lnws of Call-
fornia, Maryland, Delaware, Michigan,
Virginia, and Indinnn—etates which
have In other respects good standards.
Roughly spealking, at least 150,000
child workers have been relemsed or
benefited under this law, and perhups
many thousands more. That the Fod-
eral Child Labor law Is wise and in
keeping with national conservation of
our human resources, and especially
that 1t i fustified during such a crisis
as that of the war, la shown by the
fact that nine states huve strength-
oned thelr atandards in this matber
during the past few months—slnoe
the declaratlon of war In April
Those wsiates are Arkansas, Tllinols,
Kansas, North Caroline, Oklanhoma,
Tennessee, Texms, Vermont and Wis-
conmin,

That higher regulations Mor child
workers are nexvessiry as a matter of
gimoral oxperience is shown in the
fact that these states are widely pop-
arated, and therefore It is clear that
they are meeting by legislation the
demand for a higher natlonal etand-
ard.

Hoon after the law went Into effect
the children's burewy received n com-
plaint from a state commissioner of
lahor stating that children were em-
ployed on & ceraln government
resarvation, They were working In
reastaurants, leundrien and simllar es-
fabllshments not engaged In Inter-
stote commence, to which therefors
the 1’nited HStates Child Labor act
does mot apply.

The complaint was brought to the
atitentlon of the secrstary war,
who, In order to muke conditions In
army foris and posts conform to the
standards lald down by the 1'nitad
Atates Ohild Laibor aoct, jesued the fol-
lowing Instructions through the ad-
Jutant-general.

1. That on government reserva-
tions children under fourtean yoars of
nge are not to he employed.

2, That children betweon fourtesn
and sixteen years of age are not to
Le amployed (a) more than eight
hours In any workduny, (b) more than
alx days & week, (c) bhefore 6 a. m.
or after 7 p. m,

coding suhdlvislon or subdiwlsions can

It Is impossible to say with any ac-
curacy how many children have been
In
those states where standards of awe
and hours of work for children are
the standards In a large number of
law and on the basia of Agures of the

seven years old, it is estimated that the

How Hours Are FPixed.

4. In determining whether ohils
dren batween Mourteen and sixteen
have been employed more than elghi
hours In any day the houms of em-
ployment shall be commputed from the
time the child iw required or
mitted or suffered to be at the pls
of employment up to the time wi
he leaves off work for the day,
clusive of a single continuous peri
of a definite length of time du
which the child is off work and not
subject to call. All employers on
governmaent reservationa ehall be re-
quired to keep a dally time: rec
showing the hours of eamployment
each and every child beétween
teen and sivteen years of

The Federal Child Laiwor
not affect children on the farms
rectly, but indirectly it iw
that it will hel

p

This new lam will cost money. ._1

It should mean saving on the
of all people,

It should mean more taxes for
more schools and bebdter schools,

It should mean extended efforts in
communities where schools ara not
operated on full time, where teschs
ers are not well pald nor mohools "t
eqwipped, and where te
tates scholarships

for when the law was advocated

passad—to take the children out
the factories and shops In the
when they should be getting a
Ing which will fit them to
duvers, and to pmt
schools. If the schools
quate, then they must
The very fact that

ly create better schools where they
are needed. For there has seldom
been a time or & place in this country =
where the need for adequnte educa-
tlonal| facilities, clearly pointed oul,
did not meet with an immediate re-
nponse,

SEVEN SENTENCE SERMONS.

Life s o casket, not pracious in It-
self, but valuable In propertion to
what fortune, or Industry or virtus
has placed m;un .!t.:-'lmwdor. ]

It e safer to trust your eyes than
your ears when a man angues rell- ©
glon while his wife carries In the
water—"Ram's Horn."

L] L] -

To thine own self be trua

And it must follow as the night the
day -
Thou canst not then' be falss to ag |

man.,
—8hakespoars,
- L] -
An aducated man s & man who ean
do what he ought to do when he
ought to do it whether he wants to
do it or not—Nicholas Mumway But-
lar,
. L] -

Ourdmdmin' e us axs well 8
we dotermine our deeds.—George
Ellot.

8. In order to emforce these wtand-
ards it is desired that certificates be None but God is worthy of the
demandsd and kept on file for every | whole offering of man—Phillips
child between fountesn and sixteen. Brooks.
I

Doctor Tells How
Eyesight 50 per

A Free Prescription You Can Have
Filled and Use a¢ Home.

Philadelphia, Pa.—Do you wear
glansen? Are you a victim of eye

physician, specifylng what, in tha
opinion of such physleian, is the phyn-
ical age of the child; such certifi-
cate shall show the helght and weight
of the child and other facls concern-
ing !ts physical development revealed |
by such examination and upon whlch'
the opinion of the physician as to the
physin]l age of the child is Dased. A
parent’s., guardian’s, or custodian’s

The United States will bs treated
to a real total solar ealipss next
n Juns 8. The locations
which will be favored lle along
a-line extending diagonally across |
the country from north-west to ||
south-east. We shall before long
publish a map of the eclipse and |
osrtain other data | le to
the amateur astronomer who s to
observe this, the marvelous
spectacle In the worl

certificate am to the age of the child
and a record of uge as given on the
register of the school which the child
first attended, or In the school census,
i{f obtainable, shall be submitied with
ths phywiclan’s certificats showing

?_-]:.ul age.
» o officer lasulng the age certificate
for a child shall require the evidencs
of age specifisad In subdivision (a) In
preference to that specified in any
subsequent wsubdivision., unless he
shall receive and file avidenoce that the
of age required &Y the pre-

|saym, after trylng It:

strain or other eye weaknesses? If mo,

you will be glad to know that accord-
ing to Dr. wis there is real ho
for you. Many whose eyes were fall-

Ing say they have had their eyes re-
stored through the principle of this
wonderful free prescription. One man
“l was almost
blind; oould not sees to read at all
Now I can read everything without
any glasses and my ayes do not water
any more. At night they would psain
dreadfully; now they feel fine all the
time. It was llke & miracle to me™
A lady who used It mays: "The at-
mosphere seemed haxy with or with-
out glasses, but after using this pre-
scription for fAfteen days everything
seama  clear. can even read fine
print without glassea” It is belleved
that thousands who wear glasses can
now discard them In a reasonable time
and multitudes more will be able to
strengthen thelr eyes so a8 to bel

® -r

o

Week’s Time In Many Instances

To Slreliglnen
cent In One

spared the trouble and expense of ever
etiing glasses. Eye troubles of many
esoriptions may be wonderfully bense- .
fited by following the simple rules.’
Here Is the prescription: Go to
active drug store and get a bottls 48
Bon-Opto tableta, Drop one Bon-Opto
tablst in & fourth of a glass of water
and allow to dissolve. With this liquid
bathe the syea two to four times dally.
You should notice your eyes clear
perceptibly right from the start )
inflammation will quickly disappear.
If your eyes are bothering you, evenm
a little, take steps to save them now
bafore it ja too late. hopelessly
biind might have been saved if they
hAd car for their eyes in time.
Noter ¥k
m.m‘ﬂm d: o rOphe
i ol e e el 3
A .
ufacturers #t : yeslght
F?-_I- can <t from ey
one -
1 -: ._ ular use
et avery ity it Is o 1n Y ES

the lending drugpists :
=] .‘
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