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UNITED GERMANY

Her People Are as United for War as They Are for the Peace Which They
Are Determined is to Follow the War—Opinions Differ But Prin-
ciples Are Practically the Same.

(By William Fnglish Walling.)

Cut down high cost of living and save fuel by closing your
home and renting a nice, warm, comfortable raom for your-
self and family at the Langren Hotel. Special rates from now

until March Ist.

The Langren

GUY S. LAVENDER, Mgr.

Germany |s united as to the war
and the peace which |t is determined
shull follow the war. The German
nation s not seriouvsly divided either
as to foreign policy, pence terms, or
anything that concerns |ts relations to
other nations. The German nation 18
divided only as to purely internal
questions—the method of conducting
the wur, the divislon of food and
faxes, and the degree of Trea spesch
that should he Allowed.

Of coursa theérs are a few extrem-
Ists at both ends of the soclal scale
who advocate a peace polle at varl-
ance with that of the overwhelming
majority of the nation. But all these
extremists together probably do not

repréasent ten per cent. of the German

nation, and certainly do not repre-
sent twenty per cent.
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The leaders of the revolutionary

soclalists — Lieblknecht, Luxembure
and others—are nearly all in prison.
They are politically utterly insignifi-
cant, having only one member of the
relchstag out of 400, XNor is their
power increasing. They are to be

sharply distinguished from the mi-

nority socialists, who *have n consid-

erable following, but are neither rev-
olutionary nor effective in their op-
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position to the kaiser. And the peace
policy of thls mdnority does not dif-
fer In any essential particular from
that of the other pariles, which con-
stitute the overwhelming majority of
the German people.
Other Extramists,

At the other end of the social acale

is another hody of extramlsts, who

can lay no claim {o represent the na-
tion, but hiave exercised & very con-

slderable and sinisler Influence over
the kaiser and the government. This
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is the group of junker extremists
headed by the crown prince. In the
relchstag they can rely upon the sup-
port only of the conservatives and of
, & handful of members of other par-
ties, They are not even ahble to se-
lcure the entire support of the junk-
era or conservatives, and probably

do not constitute more than fiftesn

per cent. of the nation as indicated

Ly election returns. This group ia In

i)
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favor of & military dictatorship, and
belleves In curtalling the power of the
reichstag. Naturally, Its support n
the relchstag is not great. Many
junkers and bureaucrats, like Heth-
mann Hollwek, oppose this group,
and even the kalser has only followed
its advice intermittently. The point
about these reactionary extremists s
that they can not and do not clalm
to represent the nalion, but only eén-
deavor to control the kalser and the
government, which is solely responsi-
ble to him In war time,

All the rest of the nation is thor-
oughly united as to the war and the
4| peace terms that are confidently ex-
pected to follow within the next few
months. These parties include both
wings of the social democrats, minor-
ity and majorily, the radical party,
A part of the national libernl party,
and the center or Catholle party—
only to mention the most important.
These parties alone secured over
elghty per cent. of the votes at the
last election (in 1281Z2).

It Is not necessary to compare the
peace program of all flve of these

groups; [t is sufficient to compare

the most radical and the mosi con-

servative of the five, namely, the cen-

Washington, D. C., Dec. 18, 1917.

“To the People of

“Every year the normal travel is ‘greatly in-
creased during the Holiday season. This year
it will be swelled by the return to their homes
for Christmas of a large number of troops now -
in camp in the South. Furthermore, an extra-
ordinary current traffic in military supplies,
fuel and necessary commercial freight may be
expected during the Holidays to limit our
ability to provide comfortable passenger trans-

portation.

“In view of these conditions, the Southern

the South”

ter party on the one Qand and ihe
minority socialists on the other. The
position of the center nfay be defined
by thelr almost universal sympathy
with the peace policy of the Austrian
katser and the pope. It is this group
also that stood belind the so-called
peace resolution of the reichstag and
the German government’s reply to the
pope. At the other extreme weo find
the German minority socialists, whose
position we can oblain from thedr
own statement issued early progriams
of the Stockholm conference and the
Russian Council of Workmen and
Boldlers. These last-mentlioned pro-
grams were issued in Oclober, after
consultation with the Germun minori-
ty, and are endoraed by them.
Practically Identical,

If we rapidly compare the peace
poilcy of the German center and that
of the minority socialists, we lind that
they are practically identical, and the
intervening paryes, the majority so-
olalists and the so-called radical par-

All these parties agree in the u.:lalm
that they are in favor of “peace” and
that the democratic nations, England,
France, and America, are “prolonging
the war.” .All ggree In supporting the
German government ip Its empty talk
of “d I.-rmlment-‘; All reject ;.h-.ld'?
of a lengue to enforce peace or -
cloty of nations, as favored by nearly
;I? parties of England, France and
America, The Germans favor a so-
called disarmament, because their vie.
torles in the war have been due main.
ly to their immensely superior ca-
pacity for producing armament, when
compared to the othér nations of Eu-
rope, If all /existing supplies of
armament were d yad, the Ger-
mans, with thelr supetior military or.
ganization and higher degres of in-
dustrial organization and greater pro-
ducing power, could overwhelm Eu-
rope even more easily than they
this time. It was by a similar proceas
of reasoning that certain rman
militarists before the war
that the term of military service for

ty, of course take a similar position-]

dia :;?Eahhrofmmmmﬂn

land shall remain German and Aus-
trian.

On the question of plebiscites in
disputed territories there are many
shades of oninfon. but the prevalling
ouindon Is that pleblscites may be
safely demanded under such condi-
tions &s will make a pro-German de-
cision absolutely certain. For exam-
ple, the Btockholm conference wishes
a pleblscite in Alsace-Lorrnine on the
basis of “the voting lists of .the Intest
election In Almce befors the war."
There s no reason to supposs that
any of thess partira will refuse to ac-
copt this principle both for Alsace and
for . certain other territories, where
non-Germans have bheen driven out
and sufficlent Germans substituted in
recent years to assure & German ma-
Jority.

On the other hand, the refusal of
the right of self-government in the
case the subject peoples of Germany
and her allles s reversed and turned
Into & demand for complete inde-
pendenoce 4n the case of Finland and
Russlan Poland and other entente
territories, We  find these demands
asserted not only by the German lib-
erals, bul also Ly the Stockholn con-
ference and the Hussian Workmen's
councll, The former hody has added
& demand for Independence for Ire-
land. while the |atter demands the
“re-ostablishment” of Persia. The
Stockholmm conference even Indorses
the demand of the German junkers
that Belgium be divided Into two nu-
tonoamoua provinces,. The Russian
Workmen's oouncil does a similar
service for the junkers In demanding
the “neutralimation”™ of the Bues and
Panama canals as well as the Darda-
nelles, We saw what neutmlization
amounta to In the conse of Belglum,
but this does not disturb the self-ap-
pointed agents of German socallam
In Russia.

There are also several shades of
opinion about Indemnities. There
have bheen well-substantiuted reporis
that & number of influentinl groups in
the Germin government aro prepared
to grant a nominal pseudo Indamnity
to Belgium in order to quiet the in-
ternational clamor about the wrongs
done to thatecountry., All the Ger-
man partles mentloned favor this
diplomatic subterfuge. The BStock-
holm conference and the HRusshan
Workmen's councll agree that the tﬂ;
atively insignificant part of 1t
wrongs done which can be defined as
“contrtbutions levied during the
war" shall be Indemnified. No
p further Indemnities are to be paid
by Germany; all other waste, destruc-
tlon, and wrongs to civillans done by
German armies are to be repaired
from an international fund, to which
Cermany's wletdms and their defend-
ers are to oontribute equally with
Germany'! These two principles, cer-
tainly unobjectionable to the majority
of German liberals and ocentrists, are
to be applied gpenerally as well as In
Belgium,

Huaso and Ledebour and other
leaders of the German sooclalist mi-
nority have secured a certain prestige
in the entente countries becauss of
the strong verbal epposition they oc-
casionally offer to the kalser when
. home affalrs are up for discussion in
the reichstag. It |8 nssumed by In-
numerable editors and publidists in
thls countrv that because these men
reprogent the German socvialist mi-
nority their view of the war and thelr
peuce térms Are probably the oppo-
sita of that of the German socialist
majority. The truth is that the two
peace programs are 90 per cent. the
game, and that on alll the most es-
sential points they are identical.

The underlying motive and psy-
chology of the minority may be shown

July peace manifesto: *“National and
social llLeratlon can not be achleved
by the governments at war; It can
only be done by democracy.'” This is
the phrase by which this pariy novers
ita unwillingness to demand self-gov-
ermment for such of the subject na-
tionalities of Germany and her allles
s desire |t—as an essentinl condition
of the coming peace. But while de-
ferring the demand for national inde-
pindence to the coming of democracy.
this same party refuses to allow thaet
the demand for democmtization
should be made part of the peace
terms! Together with all the German
polittcal parties above mentioned the
sociallst minority denes that democ-
racy is in apy way an lssue of the

war!
Loyal to Kalser.

That the leaders of the German so-
ciallst minority are absolutely loyal
to the kaiser in the war they have
repeadedly demonstrated, Perhaps
the' most conclusive evidance may be
gained from wspeeches made by the
two most tmportant leaders in the
relchstag since the Rusdan revolu-
tion. Both Huase and Ladebour ad-
vocated In the reichetag a separate
peace with Russis, whh the full
knowledge that such & peace would
leave the kalser as absolute dictator
of peace terms, There s not an in-
telligent and Thonest, Individual m
Russla, America, or any of the en-
tente countries who does not know
what such a separale peace would
have nreant, Haase and Ledebour are
both Intalligent and entirelv well in-
formed. They were willing last sum-
mer, and are still willing today, that
the war should be tmmedintely wmot-
tted with n complote victory of kais-
erism.

The time has arrived when Ameri-
eans should understand that at tho

| present period of the war when no

stunnir~ defoat of Germany has yet
oecurred—there is no lmportant po-
litical party in the German smpire
which haa the slightest —-mpathy
either with the democratic peace
policy and peace te- of President
Wilson or wih any other just or
democratic peace program.

We can see mow why the soclalist

‘revolutionists of Russia who speak for

the peasants and for thoe vast bulk
of the natlon reject the peace pro-
gmam of the Workmen's council. For
it I8 the program of the German wd-
vocates of a separate peace, which
the Russian mnatien, including the
council, has pledged itself to reoudi-
nte., Katherine Breshkovsky, “Ba-
bushka' (the Wkttle prandmather of
the revolution), has clearly voiced
thelr understanding of the fact that
the world's democracies are at pres-
ent Aighting not merely the kalser but
a united Germany.

“*The Russinn army, the sentiments
of whigh I know,"” she declnred, “also
stands for war. The spirit of the army
ta firmer than ever, That s because
the sol®ers who formerly belleved
that only the German emperor was
gullty,, while the German natfon was
Innocent, now see that the German
nation is soblidly for aggression, and
thersfore the punishment of Emperor
Willam 4s mot sufficlent—the nation
ftwelf must suffor the stings of de-
feat."”

Russian democrats still  belleve,
with the democrats of all other coun-
tries, that the day will come when
Germany will no longer be united and
the German people will overthrow au-
tocracy and militapism. But that day
will not e untll the German peo-
ple have sldffered the stings of defeat;
or have sesn thet they can not im-
pose the will of the German auto-
oracy—or any part of that will—upon

by the following sentence from their

the united free peoples of the earth.

SOME FAGTORS TO

(By W. H. Gardner,)
Member Board of Trustees. American

(Co ht, 1911,
i o fenss Soclety.)

Truly, Napoleon the Great had
vision when he said in St. Helena af-
tM'Im. t:":.h \stake of my cAreer,

“T made the m
when T bad the opportunity, that 1
did - not remove the Hohensollerns
frorh the throme of Prussia, As 1
as this house reigns and untll the
cap of |iberty is erected in Germany,
fhere will be no peace in Europe. In
reviewing the progrees that has baen
made In this present day world's war

0 to review the historical
“tm t.h:.‘l’ru-tnn Hohensol-

s have enjoyed.
@ Germanic smpire is really an

BE CONSIDERED

. INDEALING WITH THE KAISER

Napoleon's Famous Statement at St. Helena Is Re-
called.—Prussia Has Always Believed in the Might
of the Sword and.in Taking What Was Wanted. ..

Primarily to divorce these Bouth
German states from the Hapsburgse
and weld them to Prussia, Bjemarch
forced them to joln Prussis (n con-

uering France in 1871, from' whom

rusgla procéeded to take Alsace-
Lorraine and $1,000,000,000,

Then at ersiiiles the Prussian
king was crowned emperor of the
new-born German empire and Prus-
sia made secure her mowt important

e in the Franco-Prussian wat
—her permanent dominlon over Bouth

Truly “the chief mmdustry of Prus
sla—making war"—had pald hand.
some dividends to the Prussian .
ensolierns, who had first got all
tern Germany, then In three three-
cornered wars, In jess than ten ™~
(1884-71) had kicked the Ha
out of Germany, conquered the South
Germans and theh the IMrench.

will make a most accept-
able gift to your wife.
Don't you think it about
time to fulfill her wish?

Asheville Power & Light Co.
SALESROOM: 102 PATTON AVENUE

We have just received a Dodge Broth-
erss Winter Touring Car and a Dpdge
Brothers' Sedan.

They make winter riding comfortable.

Winter Tourinz,Clr $1,050. Sedan $1,350
f. 0. b. Detroit,/ Economival in use of tires and

gasoline.

Sawyer Motor Co.
18 and 20 Church St.

many, the Hapme have been simi-
larly employed in Austria, which for
@ thousand years has been the battle-
fleld between German, Magyar, Slav
and Turk.

The Tcheoho-8lovae kingdom of
Bohemia antedated Charlemagne and
at one time extemded north to the
Baltio sea, But for over three hun-
dred years the Hapsburgs have held
this foreifn race under harsh mili-
tary dominion, so that today, in Aus-
tria's time of trial, there is a sup~
pressed  revolution seething among
the 8,500,000 Tcheeho-Slovaoce.

Botween 1660 and 1700 the Austri-
ans drove the Turks out of Magyar|en
Hungary, and then the Magyars and ) undons, and adequate .
Austrians conquered the Roumanians, be taken to - prevent "
of Transylvania to the west of Rou-|Again = .
mania, which latier, having endursd
ns & nation for over 1,600 years, com-
pletely reguined Ther mnationad Inde-
pendence from Turkey only in 1878,
but has never been able liberate
her 3,000,000 brother Roumanians in
Transylvania

Only in 1008 did Austria-Hungary
Tio-Bhav provisces Habee U Srery

ugo-Slav provinces qvery
tie of bl and custom to Sertia,

And al this ls held by the domina- |
tion of 12,000,000 Austro.Germans
over 10,000,000 alien M rs, who in
turn dominate over §,000,000 Rou-
manians and over 6,000,000 Jugo-
Slavs, while lolnﬂ{‘ they hold in sub-
jection 5,500,000 Ruthenes, who are
of Slavonle blood, and nearly 1,000,-
000 Jtallans,

How firm today s the “ramshackle
empire?"

In 1848 the great Hungarlan pa-
triot, Loula Kossuth, the Iidol of
Ameriea, would have won the inde-
pondence of Hungary from Austris,
except for the autocrat, Metternink,
whose diplomatic ability simost sur-
passed that of Blama

To In Hungary there ls a very
strong Magyar party working for in-
dependence from Austnia. They want
Magar independence for themselves,
but they won't hear of their subject
Roumanians and Jugo-Slavs being In | or Bulgaria
turn free to Join themselves to thelr
brothers In Houmania and Serbia.

And this Austro-Hungarian empire,
a conglomerale of conquests, with re-
volt seething in three-quarters of its
population, ls what the mtnd
mto declaring war on and ®o
bringing nma‘aon on l;crnl!h , and | and
thus enabling Germany to declare war
on Russis, which opened the latter's
ally, France, to Germany's attack
through Belglum, and fhus bro t
Great Britadn in and fGaally
and Bulgaria with the Teutons an
Japan, Italy, Roumania, Portuga] and

United Siates them.,

und wrongs al

No territory must
cept for the purposs
wad Nperty. No' tndee
insisted on exe
done. Ho reads
o

must be made
tend to secure the fu

;

I 8 war agamst others, &he
esstablished her own absolute military

£

1
s
:

Railway Company earnestly appeals to the
traveling public not to attempt trips during the
Christmas holidays except there.be urgent
necessity, to the end that those who must
travel may do so with a minimum of incon-

gontrol over them, and s mow seek-
ing to make this control ,:.:hn:.um
by obtaining befo ¥

o:uqu-rul by K":m- and set free
from her” If the ksiser can get such

Austria-Hungary aand Bul-
bear the same

Th
off shoot of the Frankish empire,

fl
i

| European nations be reduced to
o The argument was that the | founded on Christmas Day, A. D. 800,
e, whose reaim includ-

by Charlemagn

duce good soldiers in leas space of bed France, the Lowlands, North Ger-
other mititary ma- | many, South Germany, Switzerland
[and, .in Austria, the aresa of whru‘tol:
today known ns the western pa
the &ﬂnm smpire and a majority of
Austria-Hungary,

in the middie ages, under the Haps- | came

But note that the North Germans,
the South Germans and the Austro-
Germans are of kindred blood and

h
over a thousand years—einos Charle- | a
. guria will permanentl
relation to Prussia t Bouth QGer-
many has for the fifty years.
Then the Middie-Eurcope empire will
succeed the GQerman empire, and the
Hohenzollemns, instaad of having only
70,000,000 subjects, will have over
170,000,000 mubjects wherewith to
ecarry out thelr plans for future con-

“Bul note that this Austro-FHun-
garlen SEpTS o Gk whe were
b

i':"::: {.i"' driven u'!"' of Germany
just fifty yearn ago by the Hehenzol-
lerne. A
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perdority of Germany.
w'ﬂu overwhelming majority of
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venience.

dary between Austiria Hungary.
The northeastern boundary of the
Germanic empire Wwas just sast of
Berlin, whers until 16256 the Hohen-
be more than two to one|mollern dukes of timy Brandenburg
e m ek m By 1800 .Igd- of

Lithuanian s
Hohensollerns had conquered about term usual in Bavaria—i, e
i is, “Stinking

total voting power.
allies and the liitle neighboring
economlc

“SOUTHERN RAILWAY CO.
By FAIRFAX HARRISON, Pres.
 “Washington, D. C., Dec. 18, 1917."

‘with (tory Dordering on the m that
e e ket Srhtory be. | Promikasr ¢ von der Tamn
tween them and some of that border- | made this remark to the writer who

ing on

thmlhh-lhv.i:!
to the Hapsburgs who etill j4n Munich
d the now eastern fromt of

the Imslro-n'lﬂ an
In 186 with the support
ot fne Hapsbures ook, Keniervie

| her own allies, drove the
Bouth German confederation.
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