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The Luck of Roaring Camp

BY
BRET HARTE

(Gladstons,
Iand, s =aid to have read this story

tem times over during his lifetime. It
|s considersd one of the greatest
mhort stories ever written.)

There was commotion in Roaring
Camp. It could not have been &
fight, for n 1860 that was not novel
enough to have culled togsther the
entire settioment. The ditches and
claims were mnot only deserted, but
Tuttle's grocery’" had contributed Ite
Famblers, who, it will be romembered,
enlmily continited thelr game the day
thet French Pete and Kanaka Joe
shot ench other to death over the bar
in the front room. The whole camp
was colleoted before a rude cabln on
the outer edge of the clearing. Con-
versiation wis carried on in a low tone,
but the name of & wWoman was fre-
quently repeated. It was a name fa-
miliar emough dn the camp—'"Chero-
kee Bal.™”

Perhaps the lesa sald of her the bet-
ter. She was a coarse, and, It Is (O
be feared, a very sinful woman. But
at that time she was the only woman
in Roaring Cwmp, snd was just then
lying in sore extremity, when she mont
needed the ministration of her own
#ox. Dissolute, nbandoned, and irre-
clalmable, she was yet suffering &
martyrdom hard enough to bear even
when velled by sympathizing woman-
hood, but now terrible in her lonetl-
neas. The primal curee had coma to
her in that orwinal isolation which
must have made the punishment of
the first transgression so dreadful. It
was, perhaps, part of the explation of
her #in, that, at 4 moment when she
most lacked her sex’s intuitive ten-
derness and care, she met only the
half-contemptuous faces of her mas-
culine nssocinies. Yet a few of the
speotators were, 1 think, touched by
her sufferings.  Sundy Tipton thought
it was “rough on Sal' and, In the
sontemplation of her condition, for a

. moment rose superior to the faet that

he hnd an ace and two bowers in hia
slweve,

It will be seen, also, that the situa-
ton was novel. Deaths weré by no
means uncommon in Roaring Camp,
but & birth was a new thing, People
had Leen dismissed from camp effec-
tively, finally, and with no possibility
of veturn; but this waa the first time

the predmer of Fng-|that anybody had been Introduced a2

initlo. Hence the excitemnoent

“You go In there, Stwmpy,” said o
prominent citizen  known aa  “Ken-
tuck,” uddressing one of the loungers.
“(o In there, and ser what you Kin

do You've had experience in théin
things."

Perhapa there was a fitness in the
peleotion. Htumpy, in other clmes,

had been the puntative head of two

familles;, In fuct, It was owing o
some legnl informality in these pro-
ceedings that Roaring Caanp—a ¢ty
of refuge—was Indehted to his com-
pany. The crowd approved the |
cholee, and Stumpy wia wiss enongh
to bow to the majority. The door |

clored on the sxtempors surgron and
midwife, and Hoaring Camp sat down
outslde, smoked |ts pipe, and awalted
the lssue,

The assemhblage numbered ahout &
hundred men., ©One or two of these
were actual  fugitives from Justlce,
some were coriminal, and all were
reckless. FPhystcnlly, they exhibited
no indieation of their past fives nmd |
character. The greatest seamn had o
Raphael face, with a profusion of
bBlond halr; Oakhurs:, o gambler, had
the moluncholy wir nnd Intellectunl
abstraction of n Humlet; the coolest
and Mosl COUrnEPOlA ITN WS SR roo-
Iy over five feet In helght, with a soft
voleo nnd an  embarrassed,  timld
manner- The terin “roughs” applied
o them was o distinetion rather than
n dedfinition. Perhaps in the minor
detnils of fingers, toes, ears, ete., the
caump mmy have bean deficient, but
these slight omissions did not detrnet
from their aggregitte force. The
strongest man had but three fmgers
on his right hand; the best shot but
one eye.

Such was she physical aspect of the
men that were dispersed around the
cabin. The camp lay In a trinngular
viLlley, Iwtween two hills and a river.
The only oitlet was a ateep trudl over
the swnmit of & hild that faced the
cabin, now (lluminated by the rising
moon. The suffering wooman might
have seen |t from the ride hunk
whereon she lay—eeen It winding like
a silver thrend untd 4¢ was lost In the
siurs above

A fire of withered pine boughs
added soclabllity to the gathering. By
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dagrees the naturnl levity of Roaring
Mamip returned lints were frecly of-

fepod nnd twken regarling ths result,
Three to fve that "84l wonll get
through with 1t"; sven, vhant the child
would survive; side bels aa to the sex
anid complexitn of the coming
stranger.  In the midst of an exvcited

disciiemion an excliumation came from
those tenrest the door, and the cump
stopped fo listen. Above the mwnylng
and moaning of the pines, the swift
rush af the river, and the crackling
of the fire, rose a thnip, CuCrulous
cry—a ory unlike anything heard bhe-

fore fn the camp. The pines stopped
morning. the river caised to  rush,
angd the fire to crackle. It seemed as

If nature had stepped to listen, too,
The camp rose to ite feet as one
mun! It was proposcd to explode &
barrel of gunpowder, hut, In consld-
ermation of the sltuation of the moth-
er. hetter counsels prevalled, and only
i few pevolvers were dischorged: for,
whether owing 1o the rule surgery of
the caump. or some other reason,
herokee Bal was sinking fost, With-
In an  hour she had ollmbed, ns it
ware, that rugged road that el to the
atars, and s=o pussed out of Toarin
tamp, s sin and shumo forever,
o not thing that the announnement
fisturbed them much, except In spec-
nlation as to the fate of the chiid,

“Cun hp live now," was asked of
Btumpy. The answer was douhtful
The only other heing of Cherokee

Sals fex and maternal condition in
the settlement was an ass.  There woas
some conjeeiure as to fitness, but the
experiment was tried. It wns  loss
prablednit ledl than the anclent treats.
ment of Romulus and Remus, and ap-
parently as successaful

When these detalla were completed,
which exhausted another hour, the
door wns opened, anil the anxlous
crowd of men who had already form-
ed themselves into a quede, emtered
In single file. Beside the low bunk
aor «helf, on which the flgure of the
mother was starkly outlined below the
binnkets stood a pine table. On this
table a candle-box was placed, and
within i, swathed In staring red flan-
nel, lay the last arrivel at Hoaring
Camp. Besikde the candle-box wna
pPlaced a hat, Its use waas soon 1ndl-
cated, “Gentlémen,” esald Btumpy,
with n singulur mixture of suthority
and ex officlo complacenoy-—""Chmtle-
mem will please pass In ul the front
door, round the table, and out at the
back door. Them as wizvhoes to con-
tribute anything toward the orphan
will find’a hat handy.” The first man
entered with his hat on; he uncover-
ed, however, as he lookad about him,
nnd mo, unconsclously, set an example
to the next. In such communities
good and bnd actions are catching.
Ax the procession filedd in, comments
ware  audihle—eriticleme Addressed,
perhaps, mther to Stumpy, in the
character of showman—"Is that
him?"  “mighty small spscimen';
“hasn't mor'n got the color"; “ain't
Mggor nor a4 derringer.” The contrl-
Lutions were ns characteriatio: A wil-
ver tobneeo box: & doubloon; & navy
revolver, sllevr mounted, a gold speci-
men; A very beaut!fully embroldered
ladv's Renidkerchisf  (fraa Onkhuret,
the gambler); a dinmond hreastp!n, a
dinmond ring (suggested by the pin,
with the remark from the giver that
he *% that pin agd went two dla-
monds hatbar” ) ; a gfang *Hot; a Bihle
{contnbuter not dedected); a‘ golden
mpur; a sllver teaspooa (the Initials,
I regrat to suy, wers not the giver's)
a padr of surgeon's rhears; a lencet;
a Bank of Fnpgland note for five
pounds, and about $200 in loose go:d
and silver coin, Durlug these prn-
cendings Stumpy muw.niained a sileree
As mpassive as the dead on his haft,
a gravity as Inseruteble as that of the
newly born on his right. Only one
incklemt oceurred tno break the mo-
natony of the curlous procession. As
Kentuek bent over the candle-box
half euriously, the child turned. and
In a epasm of pain, causht at his
groping Mnger, nind held It fast for a
Kentwek looked foollemh and

moment,
embarmssed,  Something 1ke a blush
triedd to ussert tself in hils weather-

boeaten cheek. “The d—d little cuss!"
e mald, ns he extricated his finger,
with, perhaps, more tenderness and
care than he might have heen desan-
#d capuble of showing., He held that
linger o litle apart from (s fellows
ns he went ont, aml examined It curl-
ondly., The examination provoked the
sane orginal remerk in regard to the

ehild. In fact, he seemed to enjoy
repeating “"He rastled with my
finger,” he remirked to Tipton, hold-

ing up tho momber, ""the d—d little
cuss!" i ;

It was 4 o'clock hefore the eamp
sought reposs, A lIght burnt In the
cabin whers the watchers sat, for
Btumpy did not go to hed that night.
Nor did Kemtuck. FHe
freoly, and rolated with grent gusto
his experiimes, Invarially ending with
his chameteristie condemnation of the
newcomer. Tt =eemed to relleve him
of any unfust implication of sentl-
memt, and Kentuck had the weaknoess
of the nobMlee sex. When sverybody
else had gone to bed, he walked down
to the river, and whistled reflactingly.
Then he wilked up the gulch, past
the eahin, =till whistling with demon-
gtrative unconcern. At a large rexd-
wonl tree he piuss] ngd retraced his
stopa,  and agnin passed the cabin.
Halfway down to the river's hank he
ngnin paused, and them returnad and
knocked ut the door. It was opéned
by Stumpy. “How goes 117" euld
Kentuck, looking past Stumpy toward
the candle-box. “All serene,” replied
Stumpy. “Anvthing up?"* "Nothing."
There was a pause and #mbarrasing
ane—-8tumpy «atill holding the door.
Then Kentucrk had mwourse to his
finger, whigh he held up to Btumpy-
“Rastled with it—the d—d litule
cuss,” he sl and retived,

The next day Cherokee Bal had
such rude sepultire a2 Hoaring Camp
afforded, After her body had been
conym itted to the hillekke, there was
a formal meeting of the camp to dis-
russ what should be done with her in-
funt, A resolutlion o adopt It was

drank qu ite

inanimous and enthusinsti RBut an
nmimated Mseus=ion m regard to the
manner and feastbility of providing
for ts wsnta Al once sprung up. 1t
wila  ramarkoble  that the argument
partonk of none of those fierea per-
sonnlitiea with which discussions were
nauafly condurted nt Remring Camp
PTipvtan proposed that they ahiould send
the el to Hed Dog-a distance of |
forty miles—whers female attemnt:on
could be proctred. But the unlucky

apgcation met with flerne and unani-
mous opposition Tt was evident thit
ne plan which entallet parting from
thair new acqnistion woyld forna mo-
ment be entertaned. “Hesides,” said
Tom Ryder, “them feaows at Red
Dog would swan |1, and ring in some-
hody else on us™ A disbellef in the
homesty of other camps preva led at
Roaring Camp as In other nlaces
The mtroduction of a fewnale nurwe
in the cagwp alse met with object'on.
It was arl'uv-'t thet no decent! woman
eould be prevalled to necept Ranring
Camp as her home, and the speuaker
urged that “they dwin't want any
more of the other kind.” This un-
kind aliusion to the defunct mother
hareh as {t may seem, wes the Nt
wnamm af Dropriety—the uret wvmmn.

J

§ - * et w —-‘n-—-‘.t-—‘...-‘-.

"\HOUGH the Paige Essex "Six-55" is a large car, it is
also an economical car—a thoroughly practical vehicle
for the man who wishes to avord excessive “up-keep”
without sacrificing luxurious comfort and a vast range of

C., JANUARY 13, 1918.

-4

= =

POWEI' .

$3230 “E’:r;:::ly Six-53" 7-passen Seda:
» Li ne "'Six-55" $3230, "Six-55
$1795, Linwood "Six,iJ‘)" 5 o &

$1775; Coupe "Six-55"~

; — e _ — " 2 F——
?'*-—*n*-—*-*-*—-&—- [E S T S S R R T

In brief it offers every advantage of the very high priced, high
powered touring car—and none of the disadvantages. It
is a superb motor car—an artistic achievement and a

mechanical masterpiece.

ssenger §2850; Town Car “Six-55" 7-passenger

7-passenger $2850; Brooklands

0 $1330, Glendale “Six-39 Chummy Roadster $1330;
“Six-39" 2 or 3-passenger §1330, Sedan "“Six-39" §-passenger $1925. All Prices f. 0. b. Detroit,

s
1L}
ay|

‘I:

- e w el

LE lﬁ-.*—-l;.‘— L ==

l-*.l-*'*-h-aﬁ—-.h-

PAIGE-DETROIT MOTOR CAR COMPANY, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Y —g- u-—# Sl 0~ u - n

w7
]

UNIVERSAL AUTO CO.

(Inc.) State Distributors

Winswon-falem, N. O
Whitmire Motor Sales Co.

-‘.*:-_-‘---4-—‘-. *l*:-ﬁ_-*!*-.::‘__

—— b ) B e e N - ¥ - A 4‘-—-‘.-—‘I-ﬂ‘-.

tomn of the camp's regeneration.
Stumpy advaniced nothing. Perhaps
he felt a certhin delicacy in Interfoer-
ing with the solaction of a possible
successor In office, But when ques-
tioned, he avarred stoutly that he and
“Jinny'—the mammal before alluded
to—eould manage to rear the child.
There was something original, inde-
perrdent, and herolc about the plan
that pleased the camp. Stumpy was

retalned. Certaln artioles were sent
for to Sacramento, *“Mind,” sald the
treasurer, usy he pressedd a bag of

gold dust into the expressman’s hand,
“the best thnt cean be got—Ilace, you
know, and illligree-work and frills—
d—m the coet!"

Btrange 1o asay, the child thrived.
Perhaps the Invigorating climate of
the mountaim camp wits compensation
for materinl deficiancles. Nalpre took
the foundling to her broader Lreast.
In that rare nimosphere of the Slorra
foothlis—thnt air pungent with bal-
samic odor. that eihereal cordial at
once bracing and exh!/lamting—he
may have found food and nourish-

ment, or & subtle chemlstry that
tranemuted asses’ milk to lime and
phosphorus.  Btumpy Inclined to the

belier tha! 11 was the latter and good
“Me and thot ass,” he would

nursing.
way, "“has bheen jather and mother to
him] Deon't you,” he would add,

apodlrophizing the helpless bundle
hafore him, “never go back on us.”
By the time he was a month old,
the necessity of giving him a name
became apiremt. He had gencrally
bheen known as “the nid, "Stumpy's
boy,”" “the ‘ayote’ (an alusion to his
vocial powers), and even by Kentuck's

endearing Jdiminutive of “the d—a 1i¢- |
Iut these were feit Lo he

tle o'’
vague and unsatlsfactory, nml
at last dismisesd under another
fluance. (lamblers and adventurers
are generilly superstitious, and Oak-
huret one day declared that the baby
had brought “the luck’ to Roaring
(amp. It was certaln that of inte

ware

they had heym suocessful, “"Luck’™ was

the name agreed upon, with the pre-
fix of Tommy for greater convenlence.
No allusion was made to the mother,
and the father was unknown. “It's
better,” sa:d the philosophical Oak-

hurst, “ro tmke & fresh deal all
round. ‘all him Luck, and start hlin
fair” A  Jday wus accordingly set
apart for the chiisening: What was
meant by this ceremony the reader

may dmagine, who has already gath-
are] mome |dea of the reckless irrev-
erenca of lHoaring Camp. The mas-
ter of rercmonies wua one “Boston'
a noted wng, amnd the oroasion seemed
to promise (he gremtest facellousness.
Thia ingenlous satirist had spent two
days in preparing a burlesque of the
church #=rivice, with pointed local al-
lusions The oholr was properly train.
ed, an! =updy Tipton was to stand
godfatlier But after the procession
had mnar-hed 10 the grove with musie
ner=, and the child had heen

and e
depostted liafore & mock altar, Stum-
atappedl  before the expectant

ain't my style to s&poll
wove” sald the littlea man., stout-
iv, svng “he fnces around him, *but
it str hes me that thia thing ain't ex-
the squar, It's playing it
down on tha! yer bahy to
on him that he ain’t going

It

actly on

ety nw

ring in far

ta understnnd. And ef there's going
to be nny eodfathers round, I'd like
th see mhe's got any better righis
thin me” A aljence followesd S|tum-
pv'a sperch.  To the credit of nll
humor'ste ha it sald, that the first
man n rknowlslges its Justice was

the satirist, thts stopped of his fun.
“Put” aid Stumpy, quickly, follow-
Ing up hi« advantage. “wo'ra here for
a. clirvtaning, d wa'' have It. T
m vou Thomar Luck, o conding
. lnws of the 1'nitei States and
the Sate of Onlifornla, ac help me
God” 11 was uttersd otherw!se than
rrofanay In the cemp. The form of
christening was. prohaps evén more
ludicrous thap the (atirls* had con-
relved: hut, strangely enough. nobody
maw 1t and pobody mughed. “Tom-
;e was christened as seriously as he

|
|

-

would have bren undar a Christlan
rouf, and cried and was comforted In
a: orthodox fashlon.

And so the work of regeuneration
herren In Roaring (Camp. Aimost im-
perceptibly & change ocame over the
settlemment. The cablin assigned to
“Tommy Luck'"—or "The Luck,” aas
he was more frequently called—first
showed signs of lmprovement. It was
kupt scrupulously clean aend white-
washed., Then it was boarded, cloth-
ed, and papered. The rosewood cradle
~—packed elghty miles hy mule—had,
in Slumpy’s way of putting s, '"sorter
killed the rest of the furniture.” BSo
the rehabilitation of the cabin became
i necessity. The men who were In
the habit of lounging I at Btumpy’'s
to ses “"how The Luck got on' seeam.ul
to appreciate the change, and, in self-
defense, the rival establshment of
“Tuttle’'s grocery” bestirred .'self, Bal
imported a carpet and mirro:s, The
refllections of the latter oan the appear-
ance of Rouring Camp tended to pro-
duce stricter habits of personal clean- |
liness. Again, Stuompy imposed a
kind of quarantine upon those who
aspired to the honor and privilege of
holding "The Lack.” It was a cruel
mortiflcation to Kentuck—who, ln the
carslcssness of a large nature and tho
habits of fromtier life, had begun '
regurd all gurments as a second cotl-
cle, which, llke a snake's, only
sloughesd off through decay—+to be de-
barred this privilege from certain
prudentinl reasons. Yet such was the
subtle Influemce of innovation that he
thereafter appeared regularly every
afternoon in a clean shirt, and face
stll]l shining from his adlutlona. Nor
were moral and social sanitary laws
neglected.  “Tommy,” who was aup-
posed to spend his whole existence in
& persistent attempt to repose, must
not be disturbed by nolse, Th= shout-
Ing and yelllng which had galned the
camp 8 infeilciious title were not
permitted within hearing distance of
Stumpy's. The men conversed in whia-
pers, or amoked with Indlan gravity.
Profanity was tacitly givem up In

| these sacred precinets, and through-

,

out the camp a popular form of ex-
pletive, known as “D—n the Iuck:
and "(Curse the luck!"” was abandoned, |
as having s new personal bearing.
Vocnl musle was not interdloted, be-
Ing suppesed to have a soothing, tran- |
quillizing quaiity, and ohe aon’g. AUNE |
by “*Man-0-War Jack,” an Inglish
saMor, from her majestey’'s Austrnlian |
rolonies, was quite popular as a lulla- |
bv. It was a lugubrious recital of |
the exploits of "the Arethusa, Seven-
ty-four,” In a mufed minor, ending |
with a prolonged dying fall et thr-l
burden of éach verse, “Om b-0-0-0-ard
of the Arethusa.” It was & fine sight
to see Jack holding The Luck, rocking
from silde to xide sa if with the mo-
tion of a ship. und croonmg forth
this naval ditty. Eillher th h the
preulinr rocking of Jack or the length
of his song—Iit conta'ned ninety slan-
zas. and waa continusd with conscien-
tibua deliberation to the bister end—-
the lullaby genernlly had the desired
effect- At sucu tmes the men would |
lie at full length under the trees, in |
the soft summer twilight, smoking
thelr plpes and drinking in the melo-
dlous utternnces. An indistincet (dea
that this was pastoral appiness pes-
vivlded the atomp. “This ‘ere Kind o

think,”  eald the Cockney SBimmons |
meditatively reclining on his eluow, |
“la Cevingly.” It reminded him of
Greenwich. .

On the long summer days The Luck
was usually carried to the gulch, from
whenee the gniden store of Roaring
(Camp was tmken. There, on a blan-
ket spresid over pine-boughs, he would
I'e while the mén were working in
the ditohes below. Latteprly, there
wia a rode attempt to decorate his
bower with fAowers and eswest-smell-
Ing shroba, and geserally svme one
would bring him a cluster of wild
honeysucklies, asilean .or the painted
blossoms of Las Maripoma, e men

had suddealy awakened to the fact
thet thers were beauty and signifi-
eance in these trifiem

which ther had &

80 Jlong trodden carelessly beneath |
their feet. A flake of glittering mics, |
a fragment of vartegaled quarts, o
bright pebble from the bed of the
creek, became beautiful to eves thus
cleared and etrengthemed, and were
Invarlably put aside for “The Luck."
It wns wonderful how many treasures
the woods and hillsides yie'ded that
"“would do for Tommy.” Surrounded
by playthings such as never child out
of felryland had befors, it & to be
hoped that Tommy was content. Hse
appeired to be securely happy albeit
there was an infantine gravity about
him, a contemplative light m his
round gray eyes that sometimes wor-
rled Stumpy. He was always tract-
able and quiet, and It |8 recorded that
once, having crept beyvond his “‘oor-
mul"—a Thedge of tessalated ploe-
houghs, which surrounded his bed—
he dropped over the bank on his head
in the soft earth, and remalmed with
his mottied lege In the alr In that po-
sition for al least flve minutes with
unfiinehing gravity, He was extri-
caled without & murmur. [ hesltate
to record the many other instances
of his sagacity, which rest, unfor-
tunately, upon the statements of pre-
Judived friends. Some of them were
not without a tinge of superstition.
“I erep’ up the bank just now,” suid
Kentuck one day, in & breathless state
of excitement, “and dern my skim I
he wasn't a talking to a jay-bird as
was & sitkin’ on his lwp. There they
was, just as free and sociable as any-
thing yon please, a jawin’ at sach oth-
or just llke two cherry-bums.” How- |
belt, whether creeping over Lhe pine-
boughs or lylng lazlly on his back '
blinking at the leaves nbove hitm, to
him the birds sang, the aquirrals chat-
terad, and the flowers bloomed., Na-
ture was his nurse and playfellow. For
him #he would let sllp between the
leaves golden shafte of sunlight that
fell just within his grasp; she wouwld
semd wandiring bLreezes to visit hian
with the balm of bay and resinous
gums;, to him the tall red-wooids
nodded tfamiliarly nnd sleepily, the
bumble bees buzzed, and the rooks
coawed A slumbrous accompaniment,
Buch wnrs the golden summer of
Roaring Camp. They were “flush
times"—and the Luck was with then
The claims had vielded enormousi:
The camp was Jeanlous of its privi
isgase and looked suspiclously on
sirangers. No  encourRgement  wa
given to !mmigration, and, to mak:
thelr ssclunion more perfect, the land
on either side of the mountain wal
that surrounded the camp they duly
pre-empted. This, and a reputation
for singular proficiency with the re-
volver, kept the reserve of Roaring |
Camp inviolate, The expressman— |
their only connecting nk wikh the |
surrounding world—sometimes told |
wonderful stories of the amp. He |
would =ay, "They've a street up there |
in '‘Roaring 'that wonld lay over any |
street in Red Dog. They've got vines
and flowers round thelr houses, and
they wash themselves twhee a day.
But they're mighty rough on strang-
ora, and they worsh!p an Ingin baby."
With the prosperity of the camp
came & demire for further mprove-
ment. It was P to build a
hotal in the following spring, and to
Invite one or two decont families to
reside there for the sake of “The
Tuck'—who might perhaps profit by
femnle commanionghip. The sacrifice
that this concession to the sex ocost
those men., who were fleancely skepti-
cal i regard to ta geaner virtue and
usrfulness, can only oe fccounted for

by their affection for Tommy A few
still held out. .But the resolve.coul |
not be carried iato effect for three
months, and the minority meekly |
yielded in the hope that somefhing .
might turn up to prevent It And it
did.

The winter of 18351 will long be re-
membered In the foothilla The snow |
desp on the Sierras, and every
a river, and

hillsides, toaring down giant trecs
peattering 116 drift and debris along
the plain. Red Dog had been twice
undar and Camp had
Lu_d awrewirned, "Water put the gold
into them gulohea” said Stumpy. “It'a
beem hers once and will be hera
again!" And that nlght the North
Fork suddenly leaped over Its banks,
and swept up the triangular valley of
Roaring Camp.

In the confusion of rushing water,
crushing trees, and crackling timber,
and the darkness which svemed to
flow with the water and blot out the
falr wvalley, but little dould te dome
to collect the scattered camp. When
the morning broke, the cabin of Stume-
py nearest the river bank was gone
}Inighar up the guleh they fou the
body of ita vnlucky owner; but the
pride, the hepe, the oy, the Luck, of
Roaring Camp had disappeared, They
ware returning with sad hearts, when
a shout from the bank recajed them.

It was a relief boat from down the
wlver. They had picked up, they said,
a man and an infant, nearly exhaust-
ed, about two miles below. DMd any-
body know them, and did they belong
here?

It feeded but a glance to show them
Kentuck lying there, cruelly crushed
and brulged, but still holding tha
Luck of Roaring Camp in his arms
As they bent over the strangely as-
somted pair, they saw that the chHd
was cold and pulseless. '"He ia dead,”
mid one. Kentuok opened his eyves.
“Dead ?" he repeated feehly, “Yes,
my man, and you are dying, too.” A
anille lit the eves of the axplring Ken-
tuck: *“Dying"” he repeated, "he's a
taking me with him—te€ll the boys I've

| got the Luck with me now'; and the

strong man, elinging tq, the frall habe
as a drowning man 8 sald to cling
to o straw, drifted away Into the
shadowy river that flows forever to

 the unknown sta,

—

“IRUST SMITH MO
MOVE FREIGHT” .

Alfred I1. Smith, McAdoo's firat
assistant, the man who will be
direct charge of the opsration
all the railroads In the country, is
Sereating (Y the g A

ng m the ground up.

There are other 1allroad oﬁ‘:u
wh) are better financiers, belter
onginecra, or cleverer pol

~ but when it comes to getting trafle .
.the M mﬁﬂﬂlhhoﬂ,.




