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COUNTER OFFENSIVE NEAR

German Lines.

ALLIES WORLD WAITING

FOR COUNTER OFFENSIVE

_Allied Forces In the West Placed Under
¥ Single Command of General Foch, Who

g

“~ Has Large Reserves Ready—Any Holir

May Witness Allied Movement.

After eight days, during which it has swept forward
over the rolling hills of Picardy, at times like a tidal wave,

the Gierman offensive has slowed down.

Instead of a

sweeping advance, its progress has been checked at all
but one sector of the front, and there it has been merely

rrevgin;_: for the last two d

ays—this fact even admitted

by the German war office, which usually concedes nothing.
_ British Still Hold.
From Arleux, north of Arras, to Albert, on the

Somme, the British lines have been holding stubbornly
and have thrust back the Germans at a number of points.
From Albert south to Montdider, there has been a slow
movement to the west, but the hills west of Montdidier
ure still being held by the French. No ground has been
made against the French along the southern side of the
salient driven into the allied lines, while it is asserted
that the French counter-attack from Lassigny to Noyon
is still going on. The extreme depth of the German wedge
now is about thirty-seven miles.
Waiting for Counter Blow.

Meanwhile, the allied world is awaiting for the en-
tente forces to strike back at the Germans.

When this blow, if it comes, will fall, or where, is
as yet sealed in the minds of the men directing the prog-
ress of military affairs for the allies, but seemingly it

must come soon, if it is to be effective.

The German

advance is now converging on Amiens, the railroad cen-
ter of Northern France, which is known to be the ganglion
from which run the main communications of the British

_army in Northern: France.

The railroad from Paris to

Amiens was cut by the Germans at Montdidier, but this
would not be vital if Amiens itself is held by the allies.
Thrust Stopped.

The German thrust in front of Arras,
rding to Berlin, it netted thousands of prisoners, has
rently come to a stop before Orange Hill, Telegraph
Hill and the Labyrinth, strongholds held by the British
sector. Repeated mass attacks by the Germans on these

while, ac-

points have resulted in terrible losses to them, without,
Foswever, breaking the line and causing more than a
&+t v «htening of the front before Arras.

A (German official statement declares that since the
offensive began 70,000 prisoners and 1,100 guns have been
taken. It is interesting to note that after seven days’
fichtin~ at Verdun, the Germans claimed they had cap-
tured 10,00 men. Taking into eonsideration the compara-
tive magnitude of the two struggles, the German claims

for captures may be considered accurate.

Fresh Troops Arriving.
rts are silent as to the progress made

The French re
on the line from
the attack is still

“are arriving in his region.

Nothing has developed

ssigny to Noyon, except to say that
continuing and that fresh French troops

to show that this is more than

_ a purely loeal engagement fought for the purpose of pre-
yenting the Germans from reaching the Oise river and
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| Will Direct. Action of all

which the Amerfcan and French mill-

there will be no official comment here

GENERAL FOCH 1
BIVEN SUPREME

COMMAND INWEST

——

The Allied ~ Forces
Against Germans

MEANS UNIFICATION
OF ALL THE ARMIES

Brilliant French Strategist
Has Already Made
Notable Record

e a —smary

WASHINGTON, March 29 —Official
information has reached Washington
that General Foch, the French chief
of maff, has been appointed to su-
preme command of all the allled and]
American forces In France.

This means unificatlon of all the
armies opposing the Germans, a atep

tary men long have urged and which
apparently has besn brought about by
the gigantic thrust of the enemy In

France,
President Advised.

It was learned tonight that the
president had been officlally advised
of the action when he sent a cable-
gram to General Foch today eon-
gratulating him “on his new author-
itys* There was no explanation at
the white house of what the presldent
meant, and It Is understood that

until after an announcement comes
from France,
Hint.

First " .

The first hint of the historle devel-
opment came in presa cable dispatches
telling how General Fershing had
placed Lhe American expeditionary
forces at the disposal of the French
commander. This was con ed to-
night in a message from General
Pershing to the war department.

General Perahlng's message made
publle by the acting chief of staff, fol-
OWS:

“Have made all our resources avall-
able and our divisions will be used if
and when needed. French are In fine
udnlru and both armles seem confi-

ent."

OF BASQUE ORIGIN.

Genernl Ferdinand Foch Is of Bas-

queorigin. He was born al Tarbee
In 1851 but was ralsed at Metz, Rather
than become a German after the an.
nexation of Alsace-Lorraine, Foch
preferred to return to Franece and
help to prepare France for the strug-
gle with Germeny wivich he belleved
ultimately would take place.
. He entered the polytechnic school
with the Number seventy-two. He left
it the forty-fifth of his class—a rank
that was not consldered as justifying
hopes of a great future.

Foch began by mastering the strate-
gy of the war of 1870 in its minutest
detadls. Knowing the mentalfly of
the Germans he counted upon thelr
repeating In future conflicts the man-
euvers that had succeeded.

To the blow, Foch sald re-
peatedly France must have a wstaff
working in the same direction, prac-
ticlng the same dooirines under a
vigorous and audacious chief.

staras of a general were given
Foch in 1907 and the command of the
superior war school, where he left
his mark as professor. Preferring a
moré active command, m
in 1912 and commanded
ihe Bighth and Tweantieth &rmy corps.

Given Command,

The war found Foch at Nancy and

he was selecied to command a new
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WORST OF THE GERMAN DRIVE ALMOST
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Have You Met Him?
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THINGS ARE LooKIN'
PRETTY BRO- GUESS
THERE RINT MUYLH HopE

OVER AND CHANCE FOR VICTORY FOR
- THE HUNS HAS APPARENTLY PASSED

Greal Offensive, Starled With View of Crushing Britain’s Military Power, Has Diminished Inio
a Gigantic Raid, Wiih the Apparen! Object of Taking and Sacking Amiens, If
Possible, in Revenge For Failure fo Crush the Allies.

(By FRANK H. SIMONDS.)
NEW YORK, March 28.—The worst
{s almost over, Barring accidents the
chance of a supreme German victory
seems to have passed completely and
the offensive, which hegan as an effort
to crush the military power of Britain,
Is diminishing to the level of a gligan-
tic raid against Amiens with the two-
fold object of eeparating the British
and French armles and destroying the
British communlications with avre
and Rouen, thelr principal bases on
the south.

While the main German drive has
not been checked, iL has been con-
tained between the Ancre and Bomme
rivers on the north and the Avre on
the south. Actually the German
wedge |8 narrowing every moment and
it the present allled effort to hold the
(Germans between these two rivers
continues, the German advance may

end in a blind alley just east of
Amlens.

For the past two days the Germans
have been thrusting between the

British and French armies and Lo-
wards Amiens while the British and
French, holding the crossings of the
Ancre, the Bomme and the Avre, have
been shepherding the Germans to-
ward the west. They have not been
able to check the full force of the
German thrust by frontal counter-at-
tack as yet, although they have slow-
od it down, but they have canallzed
it, as It were,

The posaibility that the extreme
point of the German wedge may reach
Amiens survives. The chance that the
Germans will be able temporarily to
gccupy Amlens and destroy this fine
old capitol of Picardy, ns well as all
the British military material stored
there and temporarily isolate all the
British and French forces, remalns,
but even were this necessary now, It
would be but a passing detall, for un-
less the German can widen his front
he will soon have to retire to avold
being caught between the two mill
stones of British and Fremch armies.

It wae .the realization of this dan-
er that led the Germans to begin on

ursday thelr desperates attacks upon
the Britlsh llne about Arras. They
sought to break the northern or Brit-
ish hinge of the allied front just as
thelr dash at Montdidier was a blow
at the southern or French hinge, north
mnmh. they failed to make any but

1

gaina

In pursuit of the limited local ob-
jective, which is Amiens, the Germans
began on Thursday to make deaper-
wte efforits just south of the Bomme,
to clear the old Roman road running
west from 8t. Quentin to Amijens. This
rond is their most direct routs (o
Amlens, now some (welve miles dis-
tance from Warfusse-Abancourt,
which they reached on Friday. At
the same time they pushed southwest
the Royo-Anlens
which L S
the same time they pushad southwest
iﬂn&m in order to keep open

into Montdidier in order to kesp open
highways

- ﬂ'alr' - mc'_"'u. Asitece.”

The glanger that one or more Brit-
ish armies could be destroyed. and
that a great British disaster result,
ended on Thursday when the Hritish
had pulled themselves together from
the Heurpe to the Homme, from Arras
to Albert and were standing firm. The

‘arrival of French armiss on elther

banks of the Ulse between the bend
near Lafere and Noyon and along the
Noyon hills westward, had already
closed the road to Parls. Thus the
whole prohlem was simplified.

Now Lhe lesser crisia which Ipvolves
the safety of Amiena will be reached
In relatlvely few hours and the Ger-
man advance between the Bomme and
the Avre Ia the one remalning menace.
Somewhere the next ten miles on the
rapidly narrowing front between the
Avre and the Somme, the Oerman
wedge must be checked or the clty
will be in perll. But, on the other
hand, If the Germans cannot widen
the wedge, hy crosslng one of the
sireams, their own position will be
extremely dangerous.

It Amiens is to be saved, the nat-
ural method of halting the German
advance would be by a flank attack or
by the converging fank attack, The
push north on the Lassigny-Noyon
line by the French on Thursday had
many signs of being Lhe long expect-
ed counter-offensive, but it dled out
after achieving only local successes,
that s, after it had eased off the
pressure upon the French line west
of Montdldler, which had Jjust been
lost. Nevertheless, If there Is golng
to be a counter-offensive from the
south and the French have not used
up thelr moblle reserves Iin fAlling the
gap created by the collapse of the
southern end of the Britleh front, I!
is to be expocted between Noyon and
Montdidier and will threaten the flank
and communications of the Germans
in the narrow wedge, which Is push-
Ing toward Amiens. In the same way
if there s to be a Britlsh counter-
offenslve, look for it between Albert
and the bend of the Ancre on the
other side of the German wedge.

Limit in Fow Hours.

In any event we are almost at the
solution of our last strategic prob-
lem. Unless mome new and unfore-
ssen factor emters Into the ecaleula-
tions in the next few hours, prebably
by Bunday at Amlens, will have bean
saved or lost and the rmans will
have reached the limit of their push.
The colossal offensive which almed at
destroying the milltary er of Brit-
ain will be expressing disappoint-
ment in the sacking of Amiens or Its
rage in bombarding the noble old ca-
thedral from the outskirts of the town
above the confluence of the, Bomme
and the Avre. |

firat phase of the battle of
Pleardly was lost by the Britlsh Fri-
day, March 22. After that day ther
was no questlon of holding tha ol
Britishi line or even of checking the
advanoce

of the armles

L

tory Into a genulpe triumph as he had
At the Dunaceca against the Rusalan
and at the Isonso agninet the Italian.
Hindenburg and Ludendorf in the
second phase we![e alming to dispose
of Halg as thoss of
Dimitrieff has been dlsposed of, or
to sweep forward in the gap they had
opened between the British and
French armies and repeat the cap-
ture of the Venetian victory:

The second phase wa2s by no means
aa successful for the Cermarns as the
first, as at" Verdun the heaten forces
held out agminst the coming of re-
serves. As thy retreated they gradual-
ly regained coheslon, and thus the third
phase became, not a bid for the mill-
tary decislon, which should end the
war, but the struggle for a strateglical
possesasion of that Imporiant town,
and for the gloky and proft that tak-
ing mlght confer.

Britain Bearing Burden.

In sum, then, measured by all the
evidence now avaliable on thils, the
ninth day of the bhattle, the third
German bld for a declsion In the west
has friled as completely as did the
first at the Marne and the second at
Verdun. At the Marne France saved
the world, at Verdun, France stood
firm and checked the German untll
Britain was ready, now It is Britain,
wtill bravely supported by France,
which is bearing the burden, that we
of America may get ready.

As for Perahing's offer to put the
American army Into the Pleardy fur-
nace, Haig made the same proposal to
Joffre when the Verdun battle was at
Its first orisls, but Joffre declined,
and pne may suspect Foch will de-
cline, for as Britain's time had not
arrived In February, 1916, ours has
not yet come in March 1918,

One word as to Foch,
as commander of the whole allled
foroes on the west. No general In this
war has been so fortunate or faced
such terrible crises. With the twen-
tieth army corps, ha saved Nancy af-

ter the French defeat at Morhange In'

August, 1814, In the first days of
Beptember It was his army which de-
livered the declsive thrust at the
Marne In the ever mamorable engage-
ment about LaFers Champenoise. Six
weeks later he was In supreme com-
mand of the allled armies belween the
sea and the Bcarpe and direoting the
British, French and Belgian opera-
tions In the glorious stand which saved
Calais and anded the German offen-
sive in the west. If there Is to be an
allied counter-offensive now the man
who won the.Marne by his counter-
thrust at the moment when defeat
soomed assured, ls the man for com-
mandar-in-chief.

“My right Is retreating, my centre
is broken. my left ls routed—I shall
attack.” There were Foch's words at
the decisive moment of the Marne. As
it stands today The allied prospects on
the Somme are far less desperate thap
thelr on;lo;:‘;l mt’ K;r&e ar .

AR anatched  victory
of defeat on both these octasions.
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LEADING HOTELS

U. 8. Conservation System
Will Start With Reduc-
tion of Rich Men's Food

SACRIFICE NEEDED

———— e

Stand by Herbert
Hoover's Program

WASHINGTON, March 219—Wheat

the menus of several hundred of tha

ministration that “every In i
evory well-to-do person in tha U

from wﬁ;ntuntn the

. Hotel managers who had eo
every state In the unjon to hes
vonservation regulations explsined,
wers told by Food Administrator

voaled that the harvest had I
than estimated, that shipping 4 -
ties made it Imperative to fesd
allien fream here Instead of
Arpentine and that it Is Im

ship corn, owing to loss from
nation. a8 )

1=
Must

of luxurious foods must begin ut the
top of the soclal scale, not enly to

dustrial population Is dependent to &
large extent on bakers broad, w
must have a considerable nroportion
of wheat to be durable. Therefore
he asked the hotels which have as
patrons people of wealth to refuse to
serve any wheat whatever untll tha
new crop eomes In, using other
cereals and potatoes Instead, P
“We stand at the most oritical
period of our national history since

declared. "We may have to cut cup
wheat consumption more than ones
half, but the sacrifice must come
those who have the most, not from
those who have the least.

“Our wheat acreage this year will
be greater than ever before and If the
Lord i good to us in ths matter of
wheat, our diMculties will be at end

(Continued on Page Two.)

SENHTE PASSES MEASURE
FOR DRAFTING MORE MEN
VT THE MY SERUGE

Bill Now Goes to House
for Action—Amend-
ment Defeated

NEW REGULATIONS

WASHINGTON, March 215.—Ths
resolutlon extending the &elective
draft to men reaching the age of

{twenty-one vears since June 5, 1917
—the first registration day—was
passed tonight by the senate after »
futlle attempt had been made to add
to It & provision for training youths
la‘rnm nineteen to twenty-one years old,

1t s estimated that about 700,000
,men will be ndded to the registration
this year by resolution, which is ona
of the pleces of legislation on which
the war department is waliting before
announcing complete plans for the
next draft. It now goes to the house.

The proposal to require training of
boys over nineteen and under regls-
tration age was in the form of an
amendment by Senator New of In-

to 26, after a debate of several day
A number of senstors who fnvou’
unlversal milita training as a peace
time policy voted against the gmend-
ment.

As adepted the resolution provides
that all male citizens of the United
States reéslding In this countri aks
talnt their majority since Juns &
iast, shall be subject to regisin 4
under regulations prescribed. ‘u
?ruhlont: shall present :
or registration on & day
be liable to

Fes

TO SUPPLY ALLIES

Hotel Proprietors Agree to

and wheat products wers wiped off

to

Mr. Hoover sald the :anlmcllthj‘l

set an example, but becauss the ih<

dlana. which the senate rejected, 36

country's leading hotels today in res
spense to a request of the food ad.

S 4

Hoover that a census of supplies te-

the battle of Gettysburg,"” Mr. Hoover
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'GERMAN DRIVEHAS SLOWED DOWN
PRACTICALLY TO STOPPING POINT

GERMAN TIDAL WAVE STILL
BREAKING AGAINST ROCKS
OF THE BRITISH DEFENSE

Progress Checked on All But One Sector of the Wesiern Front,
and Germans Are Barely Creeping Forward af That Poinf,
While the French Troops Are Continuing Their Cuf Into

WILLWIPEWHENT
FFTHER NENLS




