Biggest Church in

After 40 Years of Labor,
Exiled Benedictines Complete
First Restoration of Ancient
English Monastery Ever Ac-

complished and Erection of

England

Qutside London.

MONKISH BUILDERS

Carried On at First by Single Monk Mason with One
Assistant and at No Time Have There Been
More Than Six Monks at Work

ANOTHER WONDER MONK FROM SPAIN

_ Water Supply and Laid Parquet Flooring Containing Over
5,000 Blocks.—In His Spare Time This Monkish “‘Admir-
able Crichton” is Doctor, Dentist, Nurse and Barber to the
Other Members of His Community, Makes His Colleagues’
Clothes and Vestments and Darns Their Socks, Does Sculp-
ture Work, Teaches French, Spanish and Music, Prunes
Vines and Brews Beer, and Incidentally Helps to Edit the
Parish Magazine.

By HAYDEN CHURCH

Copyright, 1088, by The MoClure Nowspaper Byndicale,

ONDON.—1 have Just met 8ir jated the character of his famous

James Barrie's Admirable [butler hero.
Crichton (n ‘the flesh. But Brother Raymond stands out as
Barrie, it proves, was mistaken [an individunl. But monks ax o

about the fdentity of the sston-|cluss have, ns it happens, been do-
Iahing master of many crafts whom [Ing wonderful things in England
he took as the hero of his famous [of lnte, the achlovement of one
play and who later, under Amoet- | Benedictine community partieular
can ausplees, made hix appearance [ly having also made o sensation
on Lhe movie screen His |mmnl’f‘!ul.-< community, expelled from
isn't @richton really, lie isn't Eng- Franee a little then forty
Heh but Spanish, and Instend of 'years pgo, acquirved in 1882 the
heling w» hutler he 15 & monk. sfie of the roined Abbey of Duek-

This Admirable Crichton of renl fast, which in its tme wan ohe of
life is one Raymond Tous, who is the largest in England
kuown to the other menmihers of the than a decade they devoted them

more

For maore

CH " OROPINR) W DRIOROE N ORIoR)]

little monastic community in Eng- selves to (s partinl  restoration
land of which he (& a membeor gud In addition they have nearly
wimply as “Drother Raymond.” ecompleted a wonderial eliurel thist
Until yesterday he was an obdeare glone reprieeouts twenly years of
lay-brother of this community. o labor on the part of the monk
hranch of the Missionary Sons of themwselves, and that has just been
the Saered Heart of Muary wlhose inangoarated by Cuedinnl Bourne,
I “house,” a8 11 is callod, the only [Aréhbishop of Westminstes
one theet this fanmous Bpanlsh order Al another Degedietine oon
has yer estiablished in thia conn-'gragation' which s now to retoem
try, thoogh it las lundrede in to Frafee after Lwontv-one voqs
wiher parts of the world ineluding of exile on this side of the Engish
the United States, j2 located at Channel, not only bailt thepiselves
Hayes, an ancient and historic a new and begutifue) abbey n o
Hitle village o MIddledex, ot Isle of  Wight, Lt Ve, I ep
many amyles from London peLys estahlished there oo
lFo=tlay, however, rother Way- library whieh now contalns w s
manid has become famous Trom  most e one of the wos wonderful
oue ond of England 1o the other, collpctions of wtisie wantseripe
the story of en aceomplishment oo both ancient and modern n ey
his part which s really st upendous  istenes gnywher
when considered we 1the work of Altogeiher wian we live Jueard
| one wman, having only reeontly be- pacently of s chinvements of
vome generally hoown,  Summed monks o avehlvectss Tonlders ol
poin few words I may not seem  laborers as well o i other [
particulariv  speroraeular, consist- 18 almo 0
ing as it does if the dealgning, imagine that we are back i the
building and embellishing, single. Middle Agez; wlhon the ife of
handed, of w larege “ehurch hall” whole comm contred ahout
ind the sitnlt = vplargement the local monwstery, whon wonks
i deeotration of a iy Cath- worked In the prdals gl were
1 ehopel I in Tact, ehephords and ariienn il wlien
‘ when t ] this wxtraordl- the only schools {ur the ehildren
9 nnt wirh I Bpunish of the yeomdn oloss, were tlidse
monk, whe 0w ) GO y which monks were the teachers
E riedl out withou! oy S YITR
whatey it ket Bim Lysy Eype of the Monk-Builder
E 0nr 10T i YOurs ari
kitown, and enoone distovir: [T 5 cetipitvhsom ol
%i also. ua 1 did whit un conrar hetwa e restarglion of
all-around gen'us senernlly is this the anclen Aoy of ktfast,
ionkish native of Castille which represents the only re-byild-
— thiat noe recosnlzes hilm as a Aure ng on rivord of an ancient ng-
nough Admirable Crichton, even X onnslary, by monks of fhe
if he lsn't 1he oxe that Sir James Benedictine order and the work
Barrie hod in mind when he ere- which Nrother Moymond Toua hns

EE—

MERE HANDFUL.

Rebuilding of Ruined Abbey of Buckfast, Begun in 1882, Was

Working Single-Handed, Lay-Brother from Catalonia Has Built
Big Church Hall From His Own Designs and Simultaneously
Enlarged and Decorated Roman Catholic Chapel.—Has
Fitted Each With Lighting and Heating Apparatus and

|
|

The Abbey Church; Buck-
fast, the building of which
represents twenty years of
Inbor on the part of Bene-
dictine Monks, no more
than six of whom were
working at any one time.
This church, the largest
outside of London, except-
ing the cathedrals, is
unique as the only re-build-
ing of any ancient English
abbey.

curvied ont, single-handed, w1 Dot

I Honse, in Hayes. The [eat of

In Modern Times

Ish West Africa, and a npumber in
the United Statea and Canada
Until 1912 it was unrepresented !n
England, but then a little body of
|lts missionaries arrived in this|
country and establishod a centre at |
Botwell House, Hayes, an unc.l-nt!
femily mansion whose “newest”|

in 1818.
tiful grounds of about four acros,
the church and presbytery being,

oyen of the world by Immense
cedar and fir trees. !

five priests, two students and three |
lay-hrothers, one of these latler|
belng the extruordinary Brother)|
Illu)‘mond. Forty-aight years old,
{thls wonderful monk and expert
eraftsman, s, he told me in his|
funny broken English, a native of
the Spanish province of Catalonin.
He has been a monk ever since he
| was 17, and betore coming to Eng-
land ten years ago belenged to a

_]brnm‘ll of his order at Gibraltar,

The Roman Catholle Church es-
tablished by the Bons of the Bucred
Heunrt of Mary {8 the only one In
Hayes, and the monks' parishlon
ers now number upwards of
1,000, The beautiful Httle chureh
of the order, which Brother Ray-
mond recently enlarged and whose

part, the drawing room, was added [rich decoration is also partly his|und he
It #tands In very beau- | handiwork, 1s the former drawing zine!

room of Botwell House. As the
congregation grew, however, &

entirely hidden from the prying church hall, to be used for enter- | dentist

tainments und other gatherings,
wis needed badly, but alas, the

The community now. consists of ;mmmunll_\» dWin't have money rui

enable one to be bullt in the or-
dinary way. So Brother Haymoni
volunteered built one all by
himself.

o

“Some" Job For One Man

When he starled work a bit

collengues’ hoir, brows the non-ud-
coholie bear which the community
dispensos, prunes the vines In the
garden, makes the clothing for the
rest of the community. makea the
rieh vestments that are worn by
the ofelating priests, has made A
Igurgmmn canopy for the chureh,
Ips to edit the parfsh maga-
He also does a good deal of

seulpture work, teaches musle,

French and Spanish, and acts as

tor the community. He

not only darns his
socks hut knits them, does all the

| voar, and in his

ages a bit of boot-repalring. All

With

tween hiy religlous duties.

his companions he rises at 4.30 a.
;m., and goes to bed at 10 p. m.
The things that stumps me moat

of »ll 18 how he ever gets to bed.

colloagues’s

warketing, was cook for a whale
“'gpare time” man-

this work has to boe done in be-

Monks Astonish England By Marvels
Of Building Uniqu

e
p ————

rtlm-m remained, with the excep-
tion of & single tower, still stand-
ing. ©Out of thess ruins there was
built, on tha site, & private house,
and the decay mod destruction was
then so complele that even the
toundations of the old Abbey were
not longer recognisable.

In 1883 a congregation of Bene-
dictine monks, expelled (from
France, bought the site of the
Abbey and a portlon of its possos-
stons, with the view of establish-
ing thereupon their own religlous
gystem. The remaining tower wan
restored, the domestic bulldings of
the Abbey were rebullt, and a tem-
porary church was erected. Be
fore any of the work could be be-
gun, the foundations of the Abbey
and its ehurch were ladd bare, and
the whole of the re-bullding was
ralsed on the anclent walls. This
portion of the Abbey way re-opened

in 1886, and the Benedictine

yeu REO, he Among other things DBrother
more than three BArs 1 f th
monks have since fon“nu’d the

| Rnymond (a responsible for the fit-

; 16 i his
ground on which ‘e b:hu " ting of the water supply to the|gervices of the Roman Catholle
church hall was occupied by some nouse. He showed me yesterday |Church which were suspended at
stables and cowsheds. These o000 of his own for n beauti-|the Dissolution, In 1899 the set-

Brother HRaymond tore down, and
utilized the bricks in constructing
the new building, which I8 60 feet

long, about 20 feet wide and high |said, “but we have no money."”
It Is panelled all|And this amazing man assured mé |0 Abbey Church, and for nearly

in proportion.

|ful ehurch with & tower, buttresses

and flying arches.

“Wa have (he site here'

tlement was restored to the full
dignity of an independent Bene-

he |dictine monastery.

The next work was to rebuild

round to ebout three-quarters of 'that he fa prepared to start oniycoo.e vears past this work has

the height, and Is lighted natur-|building the church of his imagin-
ally by four amall windows and ings alome If only the money for

one big orlel, and artificially by
three magnificlent chandeliers,
whieh were constructed and ex-
quisitely decorated by the monk-
{sh artizan. The ceiling !s panel-
led, too, and the parquet flooring

Brother Raymond and his fellow monks in front of the

] | i wever,
.'-::».-,:,I.I-_r"rill\l1.::||'.\filn-l::::::lll 'm;r nllh-nl- church h.'" at H.yu’ Mi“lem- which he hl-l taken three
(TR AT | Iu- discdver what man years to build.
[iT fomen 1t was who hd aceon
plistiod {1, reatizing as | did thot
e mupt be a (ype of the othe hiowing what I daid of the stunts | every one of whirh was made ani
otliiel huilders whose perform- he hae to his eredit. [ had expected | fitted by Brother Haymond,
anres are the wender of the conn- 1o $ee o man in the full Aush of | Just as he had got going well
tr vyl having seen him and yonth but Brother Raymond®s | with the church hall, moreover,
Beard from hig eolleguer of his halr 1 jvon grey and he looke all | the church itsell had to be en
ather wecomplishments in mauy of hig years. But he 18 & man of [larged 10 accommodate the rapidly
whiivly different “Honez" 1 ceme brawn, all vight, who stands cloge | growlng congregation, so Brother
wondering it there ean exist on slx feet and whose muscles ] Rnymond tackled that job, too, and
v w hore olge in the world us ws- stands onr like whipeords. In the got 1t off his hands befors |
tou«hiing an all-around genios n white smock and coarse black trou- started on the hall again.
hia way na thiz humble Spapish pers he was wearing when I talked Here ara just w few of the things
tny brother, now verginy on 1 with liim he looked much more he hax done during those throe
I uiile-stone, ke lRusslan peasant than o years of amaging Indnstry, He
Dotore | el you of ul it Spunish monk. especially  when. hus bullt the chureh hall, a poreh
Hrother aymond has ding ow- vastly cutertained by omy wonder [for the chureh iteelf, ap altar and
Iot me skelch o hnoty pie- at achievemenis, his  brond out-buildings: done the work of a
of the engaging il [ace ke Inte smile  that [sanitary engineer: installed 13 hot
y thel, because nf | t4d Ahowe Il of h strong. Yollow  water radiatoss, pul In & new
lenly heen brought the teet! bofler: fitted the chureh snd house
Ll The Misslonary <nns of The fact that he has méver had lthroughont with eleetrle Hght; put
| Heatrt of Maty u mon- any -pecial traluing n the diter- ' jn the ventilators: drawn all hin
order founded in 139 by u ent crafts he  practices,”  «id own plans: designed the bulld-
d relibishop of Soantiago de | Fathor Joeeph Pinella, the Su- ings: lald the wood block flooring-
Ciin. the Venarablo Anthony Mary [perior of the Botwell Houss com- | fitted all the windows and doors:
il now numbers vier 2000 munity, “makes the work Ihat ha | done all the glazing work, and laid
membery. seatterad the world over. las done here the more surpris- on the gas.
It w fiftx “houses™ In Bpain ing And then Le told me about It there ix aoything this ex-
lons iwany  throughout Sonth (he  multifarions activities ot | traordinary man can‘t do I didnt
a and Cuba, others In Span-  Brother Raymond | discover what it is. He cuts his

ithn materials ia forthcoming.
|
Handful of

| Gireat  Abbey

fashion. The design was that of
{Frederick Walters, F. 8. A., ar-
|rm:aﬂ of the Abbey buildings,

Ihmn going on in the true medieval
|

Manks Re-Build (o, pag slso designed the church

{of Our Lady of Ransom at East-
hourne, (notable for the extremo

Somebody has desceribed B"“'h""iha:uu of the coloring of the

Brother Raymond, the
Monk who is master of all
the crafts, carrying wood
for the church hall that he
built, single-handed, in
three years.

Buckfast.”  The meaning of this

designation is eclear, for If the re-|

bullding of the famous Abbey of
that name in Davonshire by @ com-
munity of Benedlctines who have
liwen angaged thereapon these for-
represenies a tnigne
wchisvement, it is ensier of com-
prehonsion
what one monk alone hna accom-
plished in the little Middlesex
town of Hayes. With this =ingla
ubaervallon, miy Ro
with n story thal is surels
most  romentic
church 1ife and bulldine

No one seeme (0 know exactly
when the original Abbey of Buck-
fast was founded, hut there I8 good
reason for belleving that 1

Iy years

when one conslilers

one ahend
ole of
modern

the of

roild

‘not have been rsatablished |ater |arisen |
|
tthan

the
on

eighth contuty From
then until the Dissolution in
1509 the Abbey wus the rentre of
religious 1ife In the beaotiful val-
ley of the river Dart, and Ila pos-
included great strefches
Dartmoor, with granges
out-lying colls ihe oecupastion
n! tha shepherd lav-brothers: tor
It was from woal that much of the
ALbbey's income was derived

After the Dissolution, the Ahbey
buildings, rolmmn; the general

BagSIOns
of and

for

course, passed inlo private owner-
ship
by the beginning of the 18th cen-

They were laft lo decay and

tury nothing but walls and founds- |

|as shown ip

contains about 6,000 oak blocks, | Raymond's church hall as “'a lltuelulﬂllﬂ'ﬂl’k] and the Franelscan

| Friary at Chilworth, In Surrey. All
the work from 1883 has been car-
‘rled on under his superintendence.
| At first the aotunal bullding was
| done by a single monk mason with
one assistant, At np time have
|there been more than six monks
it work, and so the building has
| been carried on ag money came,
'Under ordinary bullding condi-
tions, the werk would have oost
|at least $100,000. What it has
netually cost has been a mere frae-
Itlnn of that sum.

| The whole building, when com-
| plete, will cousist of a nave af nine
|bays with aisles, transepis with
castern chapels, and choir with an
castern square-ended projection or
trunsapt of glx chapels, the whole
surmounted by a square central
tower and spire. Its Internal di-
mensions will be:  Length, 240
feet; width, 64 feet; lenglh of
transept, 85 feet; helght, 49 feer.
The whole of the eastern portion,

the transepis and crossing, and
two bays of tlie nave are com-
pleted.  Fonr more bays of the

nave ure lnished (o the elerestory,
and that ia the portion thet s
Just bean opened.  The hullding
follows the style of (he original
chureh, (Traneltion Norman)
whioh was bulit abput the middle
of the twellth century. The fit-
tings of the chureh will he of a
beauty and dignity consintent with
tha bullding, and they Include an
|abbot's throne, reconstructed from
fifteenth century ecarved wood-
work. A fourteenth century statue
of Our Lady recovered (in frag-
‘mentsi from the ruing, has been
restored and plawed In the north
Ltransept chapel.

Is Unique Achiesewent
Thix noble buliding ocouples an
exqulsitely beautiful situation in
the valley of the Dart, near to the
poet Herrielt's Dean P'rior, and to
Dartington, where Froude, the
bistorian, speut his childhood. The
site (with the ruinz of the old
Abbey) forms ihe foroground of

one of Turner's wonderful draw-
I..‘nm of the great gorge of the
| Dart, and, as sesn  from the

tlovated churchyard of Boekfos!-
leigh, forms n choien a salting us
that of any abbey In England.
The chureh whieh has now
uniqee ar the only re-

| bullding of any Englieh abbey, and

it forms one of the most |m-
portant eeclasiastical hulldings of
modern times, No existing chureh
outslde London, except the eoa-
thedrals, I2 o large. The tower.
the accompanying
photograph, ik tamporarily finished
in ltz upper stages. It holds & fins
poal of fourteen bells, TUnusual
and handsome festures of.the in-
terlor are the galleries by which
the triforium passage s earried
around the transept and & similar
gullery on the internal faces of the
tower walls, at present nsed ar a
ringing gallers.
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