" REY. DR TALMAGR

The Eminnt Brooklyn Divine's Sun-
day Sermon.

Subject: *Tongues of Fire.,”

" Texe: “Have ye received the Holy Ghost.”
-wa0t3 xix., 2.

The word ghost, which means a soul, or
gpirit, has been ciegmdud in common par-
lance, We talk of ghosts as baneful and
frigttful and in‘a frivolous or superstitious
way Bat mytext speaks of a Ghost who i3
omnipotent and divine and everywhere pres-
ent and ninety-one times in the New Testa-
ment called the Holy Ghost, The only time
I ever heard this text preachel from wasin
the opening days of my minisiry, wheun a

glorious ola 3 *otch minister came up to help -

me in my viliage church. Oa the dayof my
- ordination and installation he said, “If
you get into the corner of a Baturday
night without enough sermons for Sunday,
send for me, and I will come and preach
for you." The fact ought to be known
that the first three years of a pastor’s life
are appallingly arducus. No other profes-
sion makes the twentieth part of ths demand
on a young man. If a s2cular preacher
prepares one or twoe« speeches for a politi-
cal campaign it is considered erducus. It
a lecturer prepares one leature for a year,
he Is thougﬁt to have don? well. Duta
young pastor has two sermons to deliver
every Sabbath before the same audienca, be-
sidea all his other work, and the most of
ministers neverrecover fron. tha awful ner-
vous strain of the firet three years. De
sympathetic with all young ministers and
withhold your eriticisms, ;

My aged Becteh {friend responded to my
first call and came and preached from the
text that I now announce, I remsmber noth-
ing but the text. It was the last sermon he
ever preached. Onths following SBaturday he

was called to his beavenly reward. But I |
ared as, leaning |

remember just how he ap
over the pulpit, he looked into the face of
the audience, and with earnestness and
pathos and electric force asked them, in the
words ol my text, “Have ya received the
Holy Ghost?"” The office of this present dis-
course is to open a door, to unveil a Parson-
age, to introduce a force not sufficiently rec-
ognized. He isas
he second verse of the flrst chapter of the
Bible introduces Him—Genesisi., 2. ‘The
Bpirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters''—that is, as an albatross or eagle
aErea.ds her wings over her young and warms
them into life and teaches them to fly, sothe
Eternal Spirit spread His great, broad,
radiant wings over this earth in iis callow
and unfle lged state and warmed it into life
and fluttered over it end set it winging its
way through immensity. It is the tip top of
all beautiful and sublime suggzestivenase. Can
vou not almost see the outspread wings over
the nast of young worlds?
God movad upon the face of the waters.”
Another appearance of the Holy Ghosi was
at Jerusalem during a
speaki
resent
n one houss they heard what seemed like the
coming of a eyclone or hurricane, It madse
the trees bend and the houses gquake, The
cry was, ‘““What is that?” And then a forked
flame ot fire tipped each forehead, and what
with the biast of wind and the dropping fire
a panie took place, until Peter explained that

it was neither eyelous nor conflagration, but |

the brilliance aud anointing and baptismal
power of the Ho'y Ghost,

That scens was partially repeated in a
forest when Rey, John Easton was preach-
ing. There weas the sound of a rushiag,
mighty wind, and the people looked to the
Bky to ses {f there were any signs of a storm,
but it was a clear sky, vet the sound of ths

wind was so great that horses, frightened, |

broka looss from their fastanings, and the

whols assembly felt that the sound was sue |
an |

ernatural aud pentecostal, Ob, what
nfinite and almighty and glorious person-
age is the Houly Gaost! Ha brooded thls

{.lanct into life, and now that through siniv |
1

a3 becpma a dead world Ho will brood iz
the second time into life, Perilous altempt
would be a comparison batwean ths three
2rsous of the Godhead.
ut there is foma eanside-ation whish gt
taches itself to the thizd peczon of ths Trin-

ity., the IDly Ghost that docs not attach |
itsell to either God thes Father or Gou tha |

Bon. We may grieve Guld thy Father asd
grieva God the Soa wud be forsivien, bat wa
are diroetly told that there i8 a sin azainst
the 'y Glhose, whaich #hall naver ba for-
given wither ia thiz worlior inche waoeld to
e And it is wondaofal that whila on the
glreet you ear the nans of God and Jesus
Carist used ip profanity vou noever hear the
wards Holy Ghost, Tais hour I spea'’s of the
Holy Gacstas Biblieal intorpreter, as ahue
man ecastsictor, us 8 solase forthe broken
Loncged, a3 a poaacher’s re-anfloreomoane.

ar Bibieisa mass of contradictions
sciematioan of impoasibilities, - unls
iy Glwozt helps us to nn lecstand it
L says of itsgll that the Siziptuce is not
:or “private interpretation,” but **holy msn

an

>
3 tha

A

0. Gl spaka az they were moved bythe Floly |

Gh ‘;‘."—-:!mt is, not private intorpretation,
Pt Ry Gaost watarpreiation.
sty dy tanle gl the commentaries of the Bible
—Alatihiaw Hoary andScottand Adam Clarke
sui Albate Bamaes anl Basa and Alexanler,
and all foe arelim ol
{ nl all thy maps of Palescina,
i i Sunlave
g2 tegsans, Aad il you wilino:
unisrsiand tha dseper anl geawder mean-
ings of the Buble s well as that Christiay
medntimess who, Sunday moming,
Eaving shskon dowan tha fod3a for the eat-
~eaiipty kiz 2qhin, ta%es gp his wa'l

ST e :
Womn Bible, and with 8 prayer tuss siie we

reat a3 God., He is God. |

“The Splrit of | i\yhat has come over that man? Whom has

eat feast, Strangers |
sevanteen different languages were |
om many parts of the world. But |

| broken hearts.

Tasy are eqgual, |

| less worihy.
women midway in the path of life, worn out |

| and with no brighiening future.
Pil=a onyour |

2oi0zies, ani all tiae Biblo |

a'tay |
i are together ia Ywrar oy, an

1 heavens asks for the Holy Ghost to unfold

the book.

No more unreasonable wonld I be if I
should take up The Novoe Vremya of St
Petershurg, all printed in Rassian, and say,
“There is no sense in this newspapoar, forl
eannct understand one line of all its col-
umns,” than for any man to take up ths
Bible, and without getting Holy Ghost il-
lumination as to its meaning say: ‘"This
Book insults my common sense. I cannot
undersiand it. Away with the/incongruity!”
No one but tha Holy Ghost, who inspired

" the Beriptures, can expliin tha Serip.ures.

Fally realize that, and you will be a3 enthu-

siastic a lover of the old book as my vensr-

able friend who told me in Philadelphia last

week that he was reading the Bible through

the fifty-ninth time, and it became more at-

tractive and thriliing every tim2 hs went

through it. In the saddiebags that hnng

across my horse’s back as I rode from Jeru-

galem down to the Dend Sea and up to Da-

mascus I had all the books about Palestine

that I could carry, but many a man on his

knees, in the privacy of his room, has had

flashed upon him more vivid appreciation of

the word of God than many a man who has

visited all the scenes of Christ’s birth, and

Paul's eloquence, and Peter’s imprisonment,

and Joshua's prowess, and Elijah's ascan-

sion. I do not depreciate any of the helps

for Bible study, bat I do say that they all

together come inflnitely short without a di-
rect commuanieation from the throns of God
in respomsa to prayeriul solicitation. We.
may find many interssting things about the
Bible without especial illumination, as how
many horses Solomon had in his stables, or

how long was Noah's ark, or who was the
only woman whos2 full name is given in the
Scriptures,or which is the middle verss of the
Bible, and all thag will do you no more good
than to be able to tell how many beanpoles
there are in your neighbor's garden.

The learnzd Earl of Chatham heard the
famous Mr, Cecil preach about the Holy
Ghost and said to a friend on the way homs
from chureh: I could not understand it,
and do you suppose anybody understood it?"
“Qh, yes," said his Christian friend, “thera
were uneducated women and some little
children present whounderstood it.” I war-
rant you that the English soldier had under
supernal influence read the book, for after
the battle of Inkermann was over he was
found dead with his hand glued to the page
of the open Bible by hisown blood, and the
words adhered to his hands as they buried

nim, “I am the resurrection and the life; ho
that believeth in Me, though dead, yet shall
he live.”

Next consider the Holy Ghost as a human
reconstructor. We mmust be made over again.

*Christ and Nicodemns talked about it.

Theologians call it regeneration. I do n)t

' care what you call it, but we have to be re-
i constructed by the Holy Ghost,

We become
new creatures, hating what we once loved
and loving what we once hated. If sin were
a luxury, it must becoms a detestation. If
we preferred bad assoeciations. we must pre-
fer good associations, In most cases it 1s
such a complete change that the world
notices the diff ‘rence and begihs to ask:

he been with? What has so affeeted him?
What has ransacked his entire nature?
What has turned him square about?’ Take
twe pietares of Paul—one on the road to
Damascus to kill the diseiples of Chriat, the
other on the road to Ostia to die for Christ.
Come nearer home and look at the man who
found his chief delight in a low class of elub-

| rooms, hiceoughing around a eard table and
' then stumbling down the front steps -after |

midnight and staggering homewarl, and that
same man, one week afterward, with his
family on the way to a prayer meeting.
What has done it? It must be sometaing
tremendous. It must’ be God. It must be
the Hply Ghost,

Notice the Holy Ghost as tha sala=ar of
Christ calls
Comforter. Nothing does the world so mueh
want as comfort. Thes most peopls have
been abused, misrepresentad, cheated, lied
about, swindled, bere’t, What i3 need~q is
balsam for the wounds, lantern for dark
roads, reseue from maligning pursuers, a
lift from the marble alab of tombstones, Lifs
to inost has been a semifailure. They have
no
reached that which thay started for. Frienls
betray. Change of business stand lozes old

, custom and does not bring enough custom

to make up for the loss. Health becomss
precarions when one most needs strong
musele and steady narve ani elear brain.
Out of this audience of thousanls and thou-
sands, if I sbhould ask all those who
haye béen =wunhurt in the strugzle of
lifa to stan:d un, or all standinz to hold
up their right hands, not one would move,
Ob, how muach we neaed the Holy Ghost
as comforter! ITe recites tha swest
gospel promises to the hardly bestead.

assures of marey mingiel with the saverities, |
| He consoles with thoughts ofeoming releanse.

He tellsof a heaven whera tear is naver went

and burdea is pova: earrvied gad injusties is |
nover suffered. Comiort for ali the young |

people wito are maltreated nt hom», o- re-
thay earned by tha puiting forward of othess
ComIort for all these man gad

with what thay hava already gons thwoush,
Comfort

for thes2 agal ons3 amid many inflrmities |

| ani who feai thomsalves to be in tho wav in

the hom= or business whieh themszivas ¢
tablished with thair own grit.

The Holy Ghest comfort, I thin’s, general-
ly eomes in tire shane of a salilhquv. You
find yoursall saging to yvoursalf; “*weli, I
oagat not to goon th wuy aboat my
mother's death. She hal suffsrad enosngh.
8he had borna giasr peapls’s burleps long
casucgh, Iam glal that fathor a3l mother
1 they will be
roniy al
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v
s

waltineT to great 1o 4 :
Me WAULY BUYUQW, BUud Gud

? worked hard enough for it.

Him the |

ot what they wanted. They have not |

H | Ii was the H:ly Ghost,

In the Sfezond Raforinad Chureh, of foner- |

Os- |

| Watzhingz for Me,®
tha night air, and a man haltel and said, “J |
. Wonderif thera will he any one waiting and

! wasd.

takes.”” Or you soliloquiz2,

hard to lose my property. I am surs I

Bat God will
take care of us, and, as to the childrén, the
monay might have spoiled them, and we
find that those who have to struggle for

themseives genarally turn out best, aad it |

will all b2 well if this upsetting of our world-
ly resources leads us to lay up treasuras in
heaven.” Or you soliloquize, saying:
“It was haml to give up
boy when the Lord took him.

miss him out of th2 house, and thers ara so
many things I 20omaacsross that makeonethink
of him, and he was such a splendid fellow!
Bat then what an es2ape he has made from
the temptztions and sorrows which eoms to
all who grow up, aad it is a grand thing to
have hiim safs from all possible harm, and
there ar= all those Bible promises for parents
who have 1ost children, ani we shall fesl a
drawing haavenward that we could not have
ctherwise exparienead.” Anl after you have
Aqid that you get that relie! which comes
from an outburst of tears. I do not say to

yoa, as soms say, do not ery. God pity peo- |

ple in trouhls who have tha parshad eyeball
and the dry eyelid and caunot shed a tear
That makes mania2s. To God's psople t2ars
ara the dews of the night dashed with sun-
rise. I am soglad you can wasp. But you
think these things you say to yoursell are
only soliloguisa,
forter, who is tha Holy Gaost.

Notice also tha Holy Ghost as tha preach-
er's reinforcemant,
preachers enayclopadie in knowledge, brili-

iant as an icenerg when the sun smites iEj. .

snd |
rhetorical hand uplifiel with diamond big |
enough to dazzle an assembly and so sar- |
eharzed with voeabulary that wihen they left |
this lifa it might be said of each of them as |
Da Quinzay said of another that in the a~t of |

and with Choastarfleldian address

dying he ecommitted a robbery, absconding
with & valiable polyglot dietionary, yet no

awakening or converting or sanctifying re- |

sult, while some plain man, with humblest

phraseology. has seen audiences whelmed |
It was the Holy |
What a useful thing it would be if |
every minister would give the history of his |

with religious influenaa.
Ghost.

sermons! Years ago at an outdoor mestin

in the State of New York I preache

to many thousands. There had bsen much
prayer on the fi;munds for a great outpouring
of the Holy Ghost at that service, and the
awakening power ex:esded anything I ever
witnessed since I began to preach, with per-

! haps the exception of two or thre2 oerazions.
Clergymen and Christian workers by the |

score and hundreds expressad themselves as ! sought out the preacher and asked for his

having been biessad during tha service,
That afternoon I took the train for an outs
door meeting in the State of Ohio, where I
was to preach on the nigat of the next day.
As the 8armon had proval so useful the day
before and the theme was fresh in my mind,
I reésolved to reproduesa it, and did reproducs
it as far asIeould, but the r:sult was nothine
at all. Never had I s2eame2l to have any-
thing to do with a flatter fallure. What

was the differsnes between the two s2rv- |
lces? Some will say, ““You were tited with a |
No, I was not tired at all. .

long journey."
Somea will say, “The temporal cireumstances
in the first case wara more favorable than in
the last.”” No, they were more favorable in
the last. The difference was in the power of

the Holy Ghost—mightily present at the first |

sarviee, not seamingly presant at all at the
second. I eall upon thea ministers of Ameri-
ca to give tae history of sermonsz, for I be-
lieve it will illustrate as nothing elsa ean the

{ruth of that Soriptare, **Not by might norby

power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.”
Oa the Sabbath of

ouar churches in Brooklyn, at the morning

gervice, 328 souls stood up to profess Christ.

They were tha converts in tbe Brooklyn

‘Academy ol Musie, whers we hal hesan wor- |

shiping. - The recaption of 3) maany mem-
bers—and many of them baptized hy immer-
sion—had mnade it an ardyous service, which
continued from half past ten in the morning
until half past two in the afternoon. From
that service we went home exhausted, be-
cause there is nothing so exhausting as desp
emotion. A messenger was sent out to
obtain a preaczher for that night, but the
search was unsuccessful, as alll the
ministers were engaged for some other
place. With no preparation at ali for
the evening sarvice, excspt the looking in
Cruden’s Coneordance for a text and feeling
almost too weary to stand up, I begun the
service, saying audibly while the opening
song was being sung, although beeause of
the singiug no one but God heard it: *“Oh,
Lord, Thou knowest my insaflciency for
this serviee!
upon this people.”
with the divine presence,

that night. Hear if, all young men entarina
the ministry; hear it, all Christian workers.

ville, N. J.,in my borhood davs, AMr.
Lorne, the evangeiist, cams to hold a special
servics,
palpit.
_ uttered a word of his sarmon
strong men wept alsud, and it was like the
day of judoament. It wasthe Holy Ghaost.

10 1857 tha gleetric telegrash Lorn strange :

messazes,  One of them read, “My dear pa-
rents will rejoice to hoear that [ have found
peace” with God.,”  Another read,

been eonvarted.”
faith and reaee,”
mastino was

Anothar read, ‘At last

singing tha hymn, “Walting and
The song rolled out on

walening for me?” It started him heaven-
VWhat wasit? The Holy Ghost. 1In
that 1557 Jaynes's Hall, Philadelphia, and

r ) o a A : T >
Fulton street prayer meating, Now York, tel- |

egriphad each other tha number of gonls
save !‘nn-.! the rising of tha devotional tides,
A3943ay praye; mowtings were held iz

saying- ‘It is [all the cities. Ships came into pg»

that |
I ex- |

pected graat things of him, and, oh, how we ' the earth. That power could take this ap.

| saving some, sanctifying some,

. Ghost.
' out ever having the thought in my ming
. that there wa3 any such thing for me, with.
No, no; they are the Com- |

Come down in gracious power |
The place was shaken |
As far as we could |
find out, over 400 persons were eomrerte-;]lr

1 see him now as bhe =tood in the |
| Before he announced his textand !
ceiva insufficient inzome, or are robbal of | P2icre he had
a | their schooling, or kept b2k from positions
Tan

> “Dear |
motiher, the work eontinues, and I, ton, have |

Tn Vermont a religious |

——
——

eaptain and all the sailors saved - op llt:;:

voyage. Police and fire departments ot
their rooms for divine worship. At Ajhan
the Legislature of the State of Now York au*-’-

. sembled in the rooms of the Court of Appea)s

for religious services. Congressional uniop
prayer meeting was opened at Washington
From whence came the power? From the
Holy Ghoat. That power shook New York
That power shook America. That T,q"".ﬂ‘,
shook the AtlanticOcean. That power shogy

tire audience into the peaca of the Rospal

. quicker than you could lift your eves heayep.
| ward. Come, Holy Ghost!

Come, Holy
Ghost! Hbs has come! FH»s is here! T frel
Him in my heart. There are thousands wh
feel Him in their hearts, convicting‘gomeg

The difference in evangelical usefulnasg is

| not 8o much a difference in brain, in sehg).

arship or elocutionary gifts as in Holy
Ghost power. You will not have muoh syy.
prise at the extraordinary earear of Charles

. G. Finuney as a soul winner, if you know that
soon after his conversion he hai this experj. . |

ence of the Paraclete, He says:

“‘As I turned and was about to take a seqt
by the fire I received a baptism of the Hyj
Without any expectation of it, with-

out any recollectioa that I had ever hagyy

. the thing mentioned by any person in the
' world, the Holy Ghost desfended upon meiy
You and I have known |

a manner that seamed to go through me
body and soul. Indeed, it seemed to come ip
waves and waves of liquid love, for I counld
not express it in any other way. It seemed
like the very breath of God. I can recollest
distinetly that it seemed to fan me like im.
mense wings. No words can express ths
wonderful love that was shed abroai in my
heart. I wept aloud with joy and love,

! These waves came over me and over me and

over me, one after the other until, I recall
cried out, ‘I shall die if these waves continua
to pass over me.” I said, ‘Lord, I caunot bear
any more."”’

Now, my hearers, let 500 of us, whather
clerical or lay workers, getsuch a divine
visitation as that, and we could take this
world for God before the clock of the pext
century strikes 1.

How many marked instances of Holy
Ghost power? When a blacktrumveter took
His place in Whitefleld’s audience proposing

to blow the trumpet at a certain point inthas

| service and put everything into derision,

somehow he could not get thetrumpet to his
lips, and at the close of the meeting he

prayers. It was the Holy Ghost. What was
ths matter with Hadley Vicars, the memora-

. ble soldier, when he sat with his Bible befors
. him in a tent, and his deriding comrades
| came in and jeered, saying, ‘‘Turned Metho-
| dist, eh?"”
- crite! Bad as you were I never thought you
| would com= to this, old fellow.”

And another said: “‘You hypo-

And then
he became the soldier evangelist, and when
a8 soldier in another regiment hundreds of
miles away telegraphed his spiritual anxie-
ties to Hadley Vicars, saying, “What shall I
do?” Viecars telegraphed as thrilling a mes-
sage as ever want over the wires, ‘*Believe on.
the TLord Jesus Christ and thou shalt he

| saved."

What power was being felt? It was the
Holy Ghost. And what more appropriate?
For the Holy Ghost is a ‘“‘tongue of flre,”
and the eleatricity that flies along the wires.
is u tongue of fire. And that reminds me of
wiat I mightdo now. From the place whare
I stand on this platform thers are invisible °

| wires of lines or influsnea every
the dedication of nne of | ’ afinencs sivpeebivg to ’

heart in all the s2atson the mein floor and up
into the boxes and galleries, and there are
other innumerable wires or lines of influence
reaching out from this place into the vast
beyond and across continents and under the
seas, for in my reeent journey around the

| world T did not ind a country where 1 had
. not been preaching this gospel for many

years through the printing press. 5o a
telggraph oparator sits or stands at a given
point aud sends messages in all directions,

{ and you oaly hear the eliek, elick, elick of

the ele¢trie apparatusz, but the telegrams go
on their errand. God help menow to touzh
the right key and send the right message
along tho. right wires to the right places.
Who shall we first call up? To'whom shalll
send the message? I guess I will send the
first to all the tired, wharever they are, for
thers are so many tired souls. Here goee
tha Chrisily messags, “Come uato Me, all ye
W0 are weary, and I will give you rest.”
PSSR LRt G
Misplaced Gratitude.

I was told, the other day, an :
ing child story, the utter simplicity ol
which redeems it from irreverence. A
certain worthy swoman had a famiy
of small children, to whop she I
quently made edifying remarks. ©ne
day she sent her little boy for the
he was away some time, then returncd
empty handed, with an apprelensive
expression in his eye. Siding up o s
mother, he remarked:

“Ma, one ought 1o thank G

aImnus-

! everything, oughtn’'t one? I thiuk |

heard yon say so.”

“Yes, that's quite right,” repiic
unsuspecting parent; whercapon
child's face breadened with a reiene
smile.

“Well then, thask God I've br &
Jug.” said he. '

His position was unmistakably
cal, and it took his gocd mother =074
time to explain to him that “circ®
stances altered cases,” aund .'3‘
broke juzs again he wenid Lo

‘,‘-
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