" REV. DR TALMAGR

*  The Ei:nnent New York Divine's Sun -

day Sermon.

' Subject: “Expurgation of the Scriptares.”

—

Texr: ‘Lot God be true, but every man
a‘liar."——komans ii., 4.

The Bible needs reconstruction according
to some inside and outside the pulpit. It is
no surprise that the world bombards the
Scriptures, but it is amazing to find Chris-
tlan ministers pickinz at thig in the Bible
and denying that nuntil many good peonle
are left in the fog about what parts of the
Bible they ought to believes and what parts
reject, e heinousness of finding fault

th the Bible at this time is most evident.
In our day the Bible is assailed by seurrility,
by misrepresentation, by infidel scientista,
by, all the vica of earth and all the venom of
perditian, and at this particular time even
preachers ot the Gospel fall into line of
ariticism of the word o{ God. Why, it makes
ms think of a ship in & Reptember equinox,
the waves dashing to the top of the smoke-
stack, and the hatches fastened down, ahd
many prophesying the foundering of the

steamer, and at that time some of the erew | that a Book divinely protected and in this

- shape is in the very shape that God wants

Wwith axes and saws go down into the hold of
the ship, and they try to saw off some of the
planks and pry out some of the timbers be.
cause the timber did not come from the right
forest,

It does not seem to be a commendable bus-
Iness for the crew to be helping the winda
and storms outside with their axes and saws
inside. Now, this old Gos 1 ship, what with
the roaring of earth and hell around the
stemand stewn and mutiny on deck. is hav-
ing a very rough voyage, but I have noticed
that not one of the timbers has started, ant
the captain saya he will see 1t through, And
I have rioticed that keelson and counter tim-
ber knee are built out of Lebanon cedar, and

-she is golng to weather the zale, but no

eredit to those who make mutiny og deck.
When I see professel Christians in this
partioular day finding fault with the Serip-
tures, it makes me think of a fortress ter-
nflcally bombarded, and the men onthe ram-
{nrts. insteal of swabbing out and loading
he guns and helping fetch up the ammauni-
tion from the magazine, are trying with
crowbars to pry out from the wall certain
blocks of stone, because they did not come
from the right quarry. Oh, men on the ram-

T

| of years ago. Thirty-nine now,
, seven bocks of the New Testament 1600 years

1

| turned out of the church in the second cen-

parts, better fight hacs, and fizht down the |

common enemy, instead of trying to mako
breaches in'the wall! _

While I opl':;eu this expurgzation of the
Scriptures, I shall give You my reasons for
such opposition. *‘What!™ say some of the
*heological evotutionists whose brains have
been addlod bytoo long brooding over them
by Darwin ana Spencer, ‘“‘you don’t now
really believe all the story of the garden of
Eden, do you?" Yes, as much as I believe
there were rosesin m y garden last summer,

““But,"” say they, *‘vou don't really believe
that the gun and moon stood still?"” Yee, and
i1 I had strength enough to oreate a sun and
moon I could maka them stand still or cause
the refraction of the sun’s rays so it would
appear to stand still. “But,"” they say, '‘you
doa't really believe that the whale swal-
lowed Jonah?”" Yes, and if I were strong
enough to make a whale I could have made
yery easy ingress for the refractory prophet,
leaving to evolution to eject him if he were
an unworthyv tenant! ‘‘Bat," say they, “vou
don't ma.ll'v believe that the water was turned
Into wine?" Yes, just as easily as water now
is often turned intv wine with an admixture
of strychnine and logwood! ‘‘Bat.” v
they, ‘‘yvou don't really believe that Samson
slew 1000 with the jaw bone of an gss?" Yes,
and I think that the man who in this day
assaults the Bible {3 wieldiez the same
weapon!

There is nothing in the Bible that stagoers |

me, There are many things I do not under-
stand, I do not pretend to understand, never
shall in this world understand, But that
would be a very poor God who eould be fully
understood by the human. That wouald be a
very small Inflnite that can be measured by
finite.. You must not expect to weigh the
thunderbolts of Omnipotencs in an apothe-
Jary’s balances, Starting with the idea that
God can do anything, and that He was pres-
ent at the beginning, and that He is present
Bow, there is nothing in the holy Seriptures
to arousa skepticism in my heart. Here ]
stand a fossil of the ages, dug up from the
tertiary formation, fallen off the shelf of an
antiquarian, a man in the latter part of the
glorious nineteenth century believing in a
whole Bible from lid to lid’

I am opposed to the expurgation of the
Bcriptures in the first place, hecause the
Bible in its present sha bas been so mirge-
ulously preserved. Fifteen hundred years
after Herodotus wrote his history, there was
only one manuseript copy of it. Twelve
hl:mdred years
there was'only one manuseript copy of it.
God was €5 tareful to have us hﬂve t g Bible
in just the right shape that we have fitty
manuseript copies of the New Testament a
thov=and years old, and some of them 1500
‘years old. This book, handed down from
the time of Christ, or just after the time of
Christ, by the hand of cuch men as Origen
in the second ecentury and Tertullian in the
third century, and by men of different ages
who died for their principless. The three
best copies of the New Testament in many-
script in the possession of the three great
churches—the Protestant church of England,
the Greek church of St, Petersburg and the
Romish chureh of Italy.

It iz & plain matter of history that Tischen-
dorf went toa conventinthe peninsula ofSinai
and was by ropes lifted over the wallinto the
convent, that mg the only mode of admis-.
#lon, dud that he saw there in the waste-

after Plato wrote his book |

“of other books into the

wrote 100 dramas, all gone but seven. Varro

basket for kindling for the fires a manusecript
of the Holy Seriptures. That night he cop-
ied many of the passages of that Bible, but
it was not until fifteen years had paased of
earnest entreaty and prayer and coaxing and
urchase on his part that that copy-of the
oly Beriptures was put into the bhand of
the Emperor of Rt:.{ai‘a_ia—-tha.t one copy 504
elously protecte
m_%r: you n};P know that the catalogue of the
books of the Old and New Testaments as we
have it is the same catalogue that has heen
coming down through the ages? Thirty-
nine books of the Old Testament th%wusa.ntds
enty-

80, Twenty-seven Dooxs of the New 1esta-
ment now. Marcion, for wickedness, was

tury, and in his assault on the Bible and
Christianity he incidentally givesa cata-
logue of the books of the Bible—that cata-
logue corresponding exactly with ours—tes-
timony given by the ensmy of the Bible and
the enemy of Christianity. ®The catalogue
now just like the catalogue then. Assaulted
and spit on and torn to pieces and burned,
yet adhering. The book to-day, in 300 lan-
guages, confronting four-fifths of the human
race in their own tongue. Four hundred
million copies of it in existence, Does not
that look as if this book had been divinely
protected, as if Cod had guarded it all
through the centuries?

Is it not an argument plain enough to
every honest man and every honest woman

-~

it. It pleases God and ought to please us
Xhe epidemics which have swept thousands
sepulcher of fdrget-
fulness have only brightened the fame of
this. There is not one book out of 1000 that
lives five years. Any publisher will tell you
that. There will not be more than one book
out of 20,000 that will live a century. Yet
here is a book, much of it 1600 years old and
much of it 4000 years old and with more re-
bound and resilience and strexgth in it than
when the book was first put upon parchment
or papyrus.

This book saw the ecradle of all other
books, and it will see their graves. Would
you not think that an old book like _this,
some of it forty centuries old, would aome
along hobbling with age and on erutches?
Instead of that, more potent than any other
book of the time. More copies of. it printed
in the last ten years than of any other book
—Walter Scott’s Waverley Novels, Macau-
lay’s “‘History of England,” Disraeli's “En-
dymion,” the works of Tennyson and Long-
fellow, and all the popular books of ourtime
having no such sale in the last ten Vears s
this old worn out book. Do you kivow what
& struggle a hook has in order to get throuch
One century ortwo centuries? Some old books,
auring a fire in a seraglio of Constanti-
nople, were thrown into the street. A man
without any education picked up one of those
books, read it, and did not see the value of it.
A scholar looked over his shoulder and saw
it was the first and second decades of Livy,
and he offered the man a large reward if he
would bring the books to his study, but in
the excitement of the fire the two parted, and
the first and second decades of Livy were for-
ever lost. Pliny wrute twenty books of his-
tory. All lost. The most of Menander's
writings lost. Of 180 comedies of -Plautus,
all gone but twenty. Euripides wrote 100
dramas, all gone but nineteen. Zschlyus

wrote the laborious biographies of 700 Ro-
mans, not a fragment left. Quintilian wrote
his favorite book on the corruption of elo-
quence, all lost. Thirty books of Tactitus
lost. Dion Cassius wrote eighty books, only
twenty remain. Berosius's ‘history all lost.

Nearly all the old books are mummified
and are lying in the tombs of old libraries,
and perhaps once in twenty vears some man
comes along and picks up one of them and
blows the dust off and opens it and finds it
the book he does not want. But this old
book, much of it forty centuries old, stands
to-day more discnssed than any other book,
and it challenges the admiration of all the
Rood and the spite and the venom, and the
animosity, and the hypereriticism of earth
and hell. I appeal to your common sense if
8 book 80 divinely guarded and protected in
its present shape must not be in Just the way
that God wants it to come to us, and if it
pleases God ought it not to please us?

Not only have all the attempts to detract
Irom the-book failed, but all the attempts to
add to it, lianf attempts were made to add
the apochryphal books to the Old Testament.
The council of Trent, the synod of Jerusalem,
the bishops of RHippo, all ‘decided that the
apochryhal books must be added to the Old
Testament. *‘They muststay in,"” said those
learnea men, bat they staid out. There is
not an inteiligent Christian man that to-day
will put the book of Maceabees or the book
of Judith heside the book of Isaish or
Romans. Then a great many gsaid, *“We
must have books added to the New Testa-
ment,” and there were epistles and gos-
pels and apocalypses written and added
to the New Testament, but they have all
fallenout. You egnnot add anything. You
cannot substract anything. Divinely pro-
tected book in the present Shfge' Let no
man dare to lay his hands on it with the in-
tention of detrasting from the book or cast-
Ing out any of these holy pages.

Besides that,1 am opposed to this expurga-
tion of the Seriptures becauseif the attempt
were succassful, it would be the annihilation
of the Bible. Infdel geologists would say,
““Out with thre Book of Genesis:" infidel as-
tronomers would say, “Out with the Brok
of Joshua;™ people who do hot believe in
the atoning sacrifice would say, “Out with
the Book of Leviticus:" peogle who do not
believe in"the miracles woul say, *‘Out with
all those wonderful stories in the Old and
New Testament; and some would say,
“Out with the Book of Revelation:" and
others would say, “Out with the entirs Pen-
tateuch,” and the work would g0 on until
there would not be enough of the Bible left

iz

to be worth as much as last year's almanae.
'I?he expurgation of the Scriptures means
eir annihilation.

lhI am also opposed to this proposed expuar-
gation of the g;?n'ptures for the fact tliat in
proportion as the people become self-sacri-
ficing and good and hgly and comecrated&
they like the book asit is. I have yet tofin

[ a man or a woman d{ﬁﬁﬂgﬁshed for self-

crifice, for consecration to God, for holi-
:naess of life, who wants the Bible changed.
Many of us have inherited family Bibles.
Those Bibles were in use twenty, _fort_v, ﬂrft}',

haps 109 vears in the generations. To-
day take down thoss family Bibles, and find
out if there are any chapters which have
been erased by lead pencil or pen, and if in
any margins you can find the words, “This
chapter nct fit to read.” There hae_f beelr}
plenty of opportunity during the last ha
century privately to expurgate the Bx_ble;
Do you know any cas3 of such expurgation?
Did not your grasdfather give it to your

| father,and did not your father give it to

u
yoBgsides that I am opposed to the ex-
purgation of the Scriptures, becinse the so-
called indelicacies nnd cruelties of the Bible
have demonstrated no evil result. A ecrual
book will produce cruelty. An uneclean book
wul produce uhcieanness. Tetci m® & vie-
tim. Out of all Christendom and out of all
the ages fetch me a vietim whose heast has

. been hardened to cruelty or whose life has

been madse impure by this book. Show me
one. One of the best families I ever knew
of, for thirty or forty years, morning and
evening, had all the members gathered to-
gether, and the servants of the household,
and the strangers that bgppened to be within
the gates—twice a day, without leaving out
& chapter ora verse, they read this boly
book, morning by morning, night by night.
Not only the older children, but the little
child who could just spell her way through
the verse while her mother helped her, the
father beginning and reading one verse and
then all the members of the family in turn
reading a verse. The ¥ather maintained his
Integrity, the mother maintained her integ-
rity, the sons grew u;l) and entered pro-
fessions and commercial life, adorning every
sphere in the life in which they lived, and
the daughters went into families where
Christ was honored, and all that was good
and pure and rizhteous reigned perpetually,
For thirty years that family endured the
Scriptures. Not one of them ruined by
them.

Now, if you will tell me of a family where
the Bible has been read twice a day for thirty
years, and the chi#jren have been brought
up in that habI¥, and the father went to

ruin, and the mother went to ruin, and the |

sons and daughters wera destroyed by fit—
if you will tell ma of on2 such -incident, I
will throw away my Bible or I will doubt
your veraeity. I tellyou if a manisshocked
with what he calis the indelicacies of the
word of God he is prurient in histaste an |
imagination. If a man eannot read Solc-
mon’s Song without impure suggestion, he
is either in his heart or in his life a libertine,

The Old Testament description of wicked-

ness, unsdleanness of all sorts, is
Purposely and righteously a diszust-
pig account, instead of the Byronic

‘and the Parisian vernacular, which makes
sin attractive instead of appalling,. When
those old propheta point vou to a lazaretto,
you understand it is alazaretto. When a
man having begun to do right falls back into
wickedness and gives up hisin grity, the
Bible does not say he was ove e by the
fascinations of the festive board. or that he
surrendered to convivialities, or that he be-
came a little fast in his habits. I will tell
you what the Biblesays, ‘“The dog is turnei
to his own vomit again and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire," No
gildingof fniquity. No garléndson adeath's
head. No pounding away with a silver mal-
let at iniquty when it needs an iron sledge
hammer.

I can easily understand how people brood-
inz over the description of uncleanness in
the Bible may get morbid in mind until they
are us full of it as the wings, and the beak,
and the nostril, and the claw of a buzzard
are full of the odors of a carcass, but what
is wanted is not that the Bible be disinfect.
ed, but that you, the eritie, have your mind
and heart washed with carbolic acid.

I tell you at this point in my discourse
that a man who does not like this book, and
who is eritical as to its=eontents, and who is
shocked and outraged with its deseri tions,
has never been soundly convertel. e lay-
ing on of the hands of presbytery or epis-
copacy does not always change a man's
heart, and men sometimes get into the pul-
{'.il; as well as into the pew, never having

0 changed radically by
grace of God. Get your heart right and the
Bible will be right. The irouble is mep's
natures are not brought into harmony wﬁh
the word of God. Ah, my friends, expurga-
tion of the heart is what'is wanted!

You cannot make me believe that the
Seriptures, which this moment lie on the
table of the purest and best men and wormen
of the age, and which were the dying solace
of your kindred passed into the skies, have
in them a taint which the strongest miero-
&cope of honest criticism could make visible,
If men are uncontrollable in their indigna-
tion when the integrity of wife or child is as-
sailed, and judges and jurors as far as
possible excuse violence under such prozp-
cation, what ought to be the overwhelmigg
aud long resounding thunders of conde
tion for any man who will stand in a Chris

tian pulpit and assail the more than virgin ( nitary’s yellow jacket is a joke. If he

purity of inspiration, the well beloved dand
ter of God?

Explirgate the Bible! You might as well !

80 to the old picture galleries in Dresden
and in Venice and in Roma and expurgate
the old paintings. Perhaps you eou!l
foot of Michael Angelo’s ““Last Judgment®
that might be improved, Perhaps you could
throw more expression into Raphael's “*)Ms.
donna.” Parha you eould put more
pathos into Rubeps's “Dezssent from the

.
et

the sovereign |

Cross.”” Perhaps yon ocould change 4.
crest of the waves in Turner’s “3lave Shin, *
Perhaps you might g0 into the old galleria
of sculpture and ehanga the forms and tp,
posture of the statues of Phidias and p;, Xi-
teles. Such an iconoclast would very soop
find hims=If in the . penitentiary, Byt itis
worse vandalism when a man proposes t; py.
fashion these masterpieces of inspiration and
to remodel the moral giants of this gallery
of God. o |

Now, let us divide off. L2t those peapla
who do not believe the Bibls and wh, ars
eritical of this and that part of it g lear
over to the other side. Let them stan] pa
hind the devil's guns, Therecan be no cop,.

remise between infidelity and Christianity,
&ive us the out and out opposition of infl.
delity rather than the work
theologians, thesa mongrel ecclesiastios,
these half evoluted people, who believe th,
Bible and do not believe it, who accept the
miracles and do not azeapt therh, who belieye
in the inspiration of the Secriptures anq 4
not believe in the {inspiration of the Serip.
tures—trimming their belief on one sids t,
suit the skepticism of the world, trimpy
their belief on the other side to suitthe pride
of their own heart, and fee in order
to demonstrate their courage they mys
make the Bible the target and shoot at Gog,

There is one thing that enoourages ma
very much, and that is that the Lord mage
out to manage the universe before they weps
born, and will probably be able to make out
to manage the universe a little while after
they are dead. While I demand that the
antagonists of the Bible and the erities of
the Bible go clear over where they belo X
on the devil's side, I ask that all the friep
of this good book come out openly and above
board in behalf of it, that book which was
the best inberitance you ever received from

our ancestry, and which will be the bes
fega.cy yon will leave to your children whey
YOU wid The goou-uy &5 FOu Cross e Terry
to the golden city.

Young man, do not be ashamed of your
Bible. There is not a virfue bat it com.
mends, there is not a sorrow but it comforts,
there is not a good law oa the statute book
of any country but it is founded on these
Ten Commandments. There are no braver,
grander people in all the earth than the
heroes and the heroines which it biographizes,

Of all the works of Dore, the great artist,
there was nothing so irmpreasive as his illns.
trated Bible. What scene of Abrahamic faith
or Edenic beauty, of dominion Davidie or
Solomonie, of miracle or parable, of nativity
“ar of crucifixion or of last judgment but the
thought leaped from the great brain to the
skillful pencil, arfl from-skillful pencil to
canvas immortal. The Louvre, the Luxem-
bourg, the National Gallery of London com-
pressed within two volumes of Dore's illus-
trated Bible. But the Bible will come to bet-
ter illustration than that. my friends, when
all the deserts have becowe gardens and all
- the armories have become academies and all
the lakes have become Genmésarets with
|* Christ walking them, and all the cities have
become Jerusalems with hovering Shekinah:
and the two hemispheres shall be clapping
| cymbals of divine praise, and the round
| earth a footlight to Emanuel’s throne—t hat,
to all lands and all ages and all centuries
- and all eyeles will be the best specimen of
Bible illustrated. '

TEMPEBANCE NEW3 AND NOTEZS,
Canada’s annual liguor bill is £134,785 400,
The consumption of intoxicating liquors

10 New Zzaiand is decreasinz year by vear.
 The National W. C. T. U, will conduet

summer meetings at Udautsuqua and Moup-
tain Lake Park.

It tak=s 9000 breweries.to supply Eagland
with beer, and during the past year some
900 have been elosed, .

Governor Sheakley, of Alaska, refusesto
issue the necessary permits for the establishe
ment of breweries in that Territory.

s, Willis Davis, a bride, killed herself ia
Warren County, K ‘0tucky,on seeingther huse
band unaer the icfluepea of liquor.

The Dake of C >nuiught deeclares that to-
tal@bstinence Is absolutely necessary toa
fipe old age. Hismuther, Queen Victoria, is
seventy-six, '

Th-; W.C. T. U. of Bondurant, Iowa, have
had tive 42r3s of ground given tnem for five
years rent iree, aud will 1armn it fonthe ben~
eflt of their work,

of these hyirg

_L’.elgmm_smrcnue from the drink habit
has grown in forty years from 4,000,000 1o
33,000,000 franes, erime increasing w0 per
cent. atthe same tims an g Insanity 128 per

cent,

Finland has decustratel that spirits are
DOt necessary in cold countries, hr'u'iu;: he-
come practically a totul abstinence country.
.['hlf-'s change has epn ee>tad under local
option and woman raffrago,

A new law for the better obsarvance of
SBunday in Bussia wi)l probanly close ail the
dram shops throuehout the Empire ou that
day. Aun effort j being made to have them

i8eD open one hour of the day,

The Lagislativa Committae which investi-
; gat'e-l_.tht: Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, at
¢ Quiney, I, found that “ithe great evil
the home is intemperauco.:,” apd reported a
resolution to authorizs the Superintendeut
t0 proseeute saloon-kee

| sel Ing fntoxic h,purs Who persist in
? otdxicants to the inmates glier yeing
E ‘orbidden. T L

e

| Li Hurig-l'_‘hnng's cousin says that dig-

€Ver runs against the business end of
' the native American yellow jacket he'll

appreciate the point sooner than the
joke,

- There Is a scheme on foot to extend

the Sheridan drive and Chicago's park
System to Milwaukee.

—



