REV. DR TALMAGE.

The Eminent Washington Divine's
. Suoday Sermon.

Suhbjeet: “Dayid and Absalom.™

Text: *‘Is the young man Atsalom sale?
—II Samuel xvii’,, 23,

Tha heart of David. the father, waa
wrapped up in his boy Absalom. He was a
splendid boy, judged by the rulez of worldly
criticism. From the erowa of his head to
the sole of his fon® there was not a single
blemish. The Bible says tha® he had such a
Juxuriant snock of hair tha: when onea a
year it was shorp, what was en’ off weizned
over three pouads. Butnotwithstandinz all
his brillianev of aopearanecs ha yaza had
boy. and broke his father's hear:. Ha was
plottine t get the throne of Isras'. He had
marshaled an army to overthrow his father's
governTent. The day of battle had come.
‘The eonflict was bagur. David. the father,
sat betwesn the gates of the nalaes waiting
for the tidingzs of the conflict. Obh, how
rapidiy his heart be2at with emotionr.

The two greit questions xers to b2 darid-
od—:ha safety of hiz boy and the eontinu-
ance of the throne of Israel. After a wailea
servan®, standing oa the oo of the honus=,
Iooka off and sees some one running. Heis
coming with great speed, and the mauon
the top of the houase announces tha coraing
ol the messenger, and tae father watches
anl walits. an1 as soon as the mess2ngar
from the flald of battls comas within hailing
distanca ths father erieson*. 1Is it a gnas-
tion in razard to the estahlishiment o his
throns? Does hesay: “Have the arvies ol
Iarael been vietorious! Am I to continue in
my imperial authority? Have I ovariarown
my enemies?” Ob,no! Ther2isone qunas=-
tion that springs from his heart to th=lip,
and springs irom the lip into tha eas of the

~ besweated and bedusted messenger flying
from the battlefleld—the question, “Is the
younz man Absalom safe?”” Whaen it was
told to David, the kine, that. thouzh bis ar-

mies had been victorious. hiz son had be=n |

slaip, the father turned his back uoon the
congratuiations of thes nation and w=nt up
the stairs of his pa'ace, his heart oreaking as
he want, wringing his hands sometimes and
then again pressing them azainst his {emnies
as though he would press them in, erving:
**0 Abzalom! my son! my =son!
God I had died forthe=. O Abszalom! my
son! myson!™

My friends=, the quesiion waich Davi?, ta»

Would to |

Zine, asked in regard to his son 1= the (us=:-

tion that r:sounds {o-diay in th= heariz o’
hundreds ol pareat=,

anesticn of the text i3 appropriate waen

“Fhey kaow.tba -

tamptations by which they ars surrounded,
They s=e sH many who starel life with as
sgood reso’utions «s they have who have

Yo, there are a greal |
multitude of yoing mee woo koow that tn»= |

fallen in the patd, and thesy are readyio |

heuar me ask the quastion of my tax!, *is the
voung man Absalom safe?”
this life is Tull of peril.
it without the grace of God and a proner uc-

The fact is that |
H- who undertakes |

derstanding of the confliet into which he is |

going must certainly be defeated,
off upon society to-day.
wreck of men for whom fair thing: were

Juast loox |
Look at the shig- |

promised and who started li‘e withevary ac’- |

vanlage.
from high social position and from graat
tune, disgraced for time, disgra~ad for eter-
nity.

o0k at those who have dropped |

.-t) r- 1

Ali who saerifiece their intezrity coma |

to ovearthrow. Take a disbonest dollar and |
bury it in the center of the earih, anl k-en |

all the rockz of the mounta’n oa ton ol 1%: !

ther cover these roeks with all the diamonils
of Goleonda, and all the silver of Nevade,
and all the zo!d of Californiza and Aunstiraiis.
aod put on the top of taese all bankinz and

moneyed insiintions, and they eappot keen

“own that ona dishopest dollar. That one 1=
honest dcliar in the center of the earth will
begin to heave androckand uptaraits«If un-

fil it comes tothe resurrection of damnatior. |

“Az the parnridge sitteth on eggs and
hatehaih them nof, so he that gefteth riehes
and not by rigat shall leave them in ta2
midst oT his davs, and at hisenl shall be a
foal”

Now, wuat are the saleguards of voung
man?

to speak is a lova of hom=. Tiers ara thosa

-I zafoarils f iy -l | sl < % B - a .
Tae firsc safezusrd of waich I want | 44 tho eniire building bsfor» thesworcmen

who bave no idea of tha pleasyres that con- |

e2nirat® around that word “home.” Per-
haps vour ear.y abod= was shadowel with
viee or poverty. Harsh words zad petulancs
and secowbpe may have desiroved all the
ganelity of tha' spo',
solf sge-iliz*, wiich hava built their aliarsin
muuy abodes, were strangers in vour
father’'s house. God piiy you, youug man;
. ¥You never bad 3 home, PBut a multitude in
this audience can look baek to a spot that
thev can nevery forze'. It mav have been a
lowiv roof, but vou capsot think of it now
without a dash ol emation. You have se+n
nothiaz on earta thoat so slirred yvour s,
A stranger passiaz alonz that place miguc
ese nothing remarkable about it;bu-, obh! how
much it moans to you. Freseo on palaes

=

Love., kindpess and !

wall dces not mean so much to you as thosa |

roush hewn rafters. Parizand bowears
tre=s on fashionable wa ering piace or coun-
1ry #2at do ot mean 6 mush to you as that
brock that ran in front of th= plain farm
ehouse and sinzinT unier ths weaping wil-
lows. The barrel gateway swanz on>n by
porier in full dress do+s not mean as mu:zan
to vou as taa. swng gate, vour sistar on on=
side of it and v 1 oa the other, 822 gone ff-
tesn vrars azo intd glory: thar seene coming
back to vou to-day, a3 vou swap: basiward
and forward on the gats, sinzinz th? soazs
of your caildhood. But thers ar>tho32 haras
wio have their seoond dwelling plaze, Itis
vour adcpted home, Tast is alsn sacrad
foc:iver. vl estanlishz] -the Hcos:

Thers

and |

| ba a migalv saezaarl,

. pro’ably has not any.

family altar. Taer» ysur children wa-a
born. In that room flapped the wing ol ta»
death angel. Under that roo®, wa=n vou-
work is done, you expeet to lisa down ani
die. There i2 oaly on= waord i all ths lan-
guage that cas convey vour idea of that
piace, and that word is ‘*home.”

Now, let me say that I never knew a man
who was faithful to his early and adonied
home who was given over at the same tima
to any gross form of wickedness, If you
find more enjovment in the club room. in
the literary society, in the ar¢ salon, than
¥ou doin these unpretending home pleas-
ures, you ars on the road to ruin. Though
you may be cut off from your early asso-
ciates, and though you may be senarated
from all your kindred, young man, is thera
not & room somewhere that vou csa eall
Your own? Though it be th= fourth storv
of & thiri-ciass boarding house into tha:
room gZathe: bodis, pictures and a harp,
Hang your mother's porcrait ove: the
mante’. Bid unboly mirth scand bask from
that thrashold. Consserats soms soo¢ in
that room with ih+ kas%e of praver. By thse
memory of other dayz, a father’s counsel, z
mother's love and a siste_ s confid=nce. eall
it home. -

Another safegaard for thss= vounz manis
industrious ha%its, Thera are a graas
many pz=ople tiving to maks tas=ir way

-

‘through the worid with their wits instead of

by honest toil. There is a young maa woo
comes from the eountry to the ecity. He
fails twice before he i3 as old as his fathe-
was when he first saw the spires o ths great
towu. He is seated in his room at a rent o. !
$2000 a vear, waiting for the banks to de-
clare their dividends and the storkst> ran |
ap. After awhile he gets impatien:, He
ries to improve his psnmanship by maxing
copy plates of other merchants' signatures, |
Never mind—al!! is rigat in businass, After
awhile he has his estate, Now isth= time |
for him to retire{o ths eduniry, amid the
flocks and the berds, to calture tas domastic
virlues, ’

Now the voung men who were his s:ao0l- |
mates in boyhood will come, ani with their |
ox {eams draw him logs, and wita their hard
bands will help to heave up the castle, That |
is no faney sketch; it is every-lay life. I |
should no: woender if there were a rotten |
beam in that palace. I should not woander
it God should s nite him with dire sicknesses
and pour into his cup a bitter draft that will
thrill him with unbearable agony I should |
pot wonder if that man’s children grew up |
to be to him a disgrace and to make his life |
anshame. 1shoull not wonder if tha: man
died a disnonorable deata and were tumbled |
into a dishonorable gzrave and then wen: !
into ths Zzonashing ¢t t=23th. 'the way olths |
angoldly sha'l p2riso. |

O yvounz man, vou musi have induscry ol |
nean o band or {02, or perish. Do poi |
have tas idea (oA you can get along in the
#Forid by zenius. The cursz oi this eoup- |

ry to-day iz geniuses—mnen with Jagzs sais
cronezit and nothing else. - The man wan
pPoposes—-15 maks his living by his wits
I should rather bs |
a0 ox, plain and plosding aud wuseful, than |
10 be an eagle, high flyine and good for
nothing but 1o pick out the eyes of earcasses. |
Even in the Garlen of ®ilen it was not safe |
ior Acam to be idle, so God made him a |
horticulturist, and if the married pair had
kept busy dressing th= vines they would not
bave besn sauntering under the trees, hank-
‘eringafter frnit that ruinad them and their
posterity. Prool positiv® of the fael that
when peonle do nota'tend to thszir business
they zet into misehis”, “Go to the an*, thon
singgard; eonsider her ways and bs wise,
w :ieh, having n» overseer or guide, provid-
ota herfood in tbe summer and gathereth
he- meat in the Garvest.” S4fan iz a roaring
lion and you ean never destroy him by gun
or pistol or sword, The w24pons with wiich
von ar2 {c ba2at him has< ara pen and typs
and hammey and &dz anl saw and pickax
and varistiek and the weapon of hogest toil.
Work. work, or die.

Auothar safeznard that I waat to praszent
ta voune men is a high ideal of lifs, Som-=-
times soldiers zoing inth baitle shoat into
th> ziyand ins:=ad of into th= heartz of their
enemie:. They are apt to taka aim to> low,
and it is very olten that the caotain, going
into confliet with his will erv our,
“yow. mep. aim hiza'' Ths fae is that in
life & or=a’ many m+1 fase n» aim at al'.
Th= ariist pians oat his eptira thought befora
he puts it use1 eanvas, h2lore ho ta'tes up
the erayvon or tas ohise'. Anarzhitest thinks

men

begzir. Althonzhevarvibinz mav seam to be
unarzamzal, that archirest has in his mind
everv Corinthian eoluma, every Gothie areh,
evary gvzantfin= capiza’'. A poa=2* thinks out
tas entira pMot of his poam balfara he bezins
to eQim2 the canios of tinkiinz ravthms
Aad v thera ar« a griat manv men who
star: (ne imnartant siruasture of life without
Erow.nz whatha= jt iz pgain> to ba a
rade Tartar's hut or a 8%, Mark's ea-
taerdra’, and bezin to write out the in-
tricata poam their life withouat know-
ing wh=siher it iz to b2 a Homer's “Oivasey™”
or a ravmeaster's boteyy. Qat of 1600, 999
have no life plot.  Bs)tel and sourred and
canarisanad, thav hastsr alaa~. anll run
on* and sav: ““Hall>, man’ Waitharaway?”
“Nawaeral” thev say. Ob. vyoung man,
maxa evary day': duiy a fiiling up of the
great lifa plo*. Alas, that thera shonld ba
on tais s=g of life s» mayv ships that seem
bound for oo pori! Ta:y aca swapt every
whither by wind ani wave. up by the
mountains anl dowa by tae valleyva, Thaey
fail with no rhari. Ther zaz> on no star,
They loaz for oo harhor 0>, younz mao,
have a hizh ideal and pras: to if, and it will
Tuar> naver ware
grandsr onparianitiez op2niae baiore young

=
Ol

| men than are op=ninz now. Younngz men of

th= stropz a~m aanl of the sisut heart and of
ths bonnding stan, ¥ marsaal vou to-day for
a craat achievement.

Annthar safaguarl is a rezpast for the
Ssohath, Tell me bow a voung man snends

|
;
|

his Sabhath. and T will tall you what are his
prospeets in busin2=. and T will tell you
what are his prosoperts for the eternal world.
God has thrast int) our busv life asaerel
Aay when we are (o loo% after our souls. Is
it exorbitan®, after giving six days to the
feeding and elothinz of thess perishable
bodies, that Go1 should demand on=s day
for tha feeding an1 clothiag of the immortal
oni?
: Our bndies are seven day elocks, and they
nead to be wound up. aad if they ars not
wound up they run down info ths grave. No

| man ean continuously break tha Sabbath
| and keep his phvsieal and mental health.
Ask those aged men, and they will tell you

! owned a fa~torvy on the Lehigo.
| prosperad.
| thine went on well,
. ingz I bataought mvs=lf of a naw shuttle, and

| downI had enhmpleted it.
| friends this new shutitie.

i lated m= on mv great success,
{ shuttie into play.

. they went.

they never knew men was continuously

| broxe the Sahhath who did not fail in mind,

A manufa~turar
Ha said: “I

Everything
I k=pt the Sabbath, anl every-
Bat on=Sabbhath morn-

body or moral oriocinie.
gave tais a3 his exnerience.

T thought ¥ would invant that shuttls bafore

| zsunsat. and I reased all fosd and drink un-

til I bad eompleted that shuttle. By sun-
Tha next day.
Mondav. I showed to mv workmen and
They all congratu-
I put that
I enlarzed my business-
Sunlay's work ecost
$30,900. From that day every-
thing went wrong. I failed  in
business, ani I lost my miil™ Ob, my
friends, keep th=z Lorl's dav. You may
think it old fozv aivie-, but I giv2 it to you
now: ‘“Ramembar the Sabbith day anl keep
it holyv. Six davs shalt thou labyrand doall
thy worz, batthe seavanth is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God:in it thou sha't not doany
work” A man said that he would prove
‘nat all this waz a fallasy, and 82 he said,
I shall rais= a Snaoday crop.” Ani ha

but,
me

sir, that

i olowed the field on the Saboath, ani then
' ke put in the se=d oa the Sabbath ani he

cuitured the grouni on the Sabdath. When
tae harvast was rip2. he rz2apz21 it on the
Saboato, and h2 earried it into the mow on
the Sa%hach, anl then he stood out deflant
tn his Christian nsighbors, and said: **I'here,
that is mv Saniav c¢rop, ani it is all gar-
nerel.” Afier awbile a storm eame np and a
great dariness, anl the lightningz of heaven
struck the bara, and away weat his Sunday
Srop.

Thera i3 anothsrsafazuard that I want to
preseat. I have saval it until the last ba-
sause I want it to b> the mora enphatie,
The great saleguard for evary young man is
toe Christian relizion. Nothinz can take
the placa oi it. You may have gracsfalness

| enougn fo put to blush Lord Chssterilald,

vou may have foreign languages dropping
from your tongu2, yvou may discuss laws and
iiteraturs. vou may hav2 a pa2a of une-
aualed polish anl power, 7au v haveso

mu~a busin2ss T4+t that you can get the

larzest salary in 1 banking hous2, yvou may
be a3 shary a3z Herosd anl as sirong as
Samsop,. and with as lonz lo2k3 as those
which huoz Absalown, and ve* you have no
sa’e.y against tamoiation. Soms: of you
look forward to lifa with great despoandeney,
1 kpowit. Is2a it in your faces from time
o time,
professions are fal'. and there's no chance
sor me.”  Obh. voung man, cheer up!
I will tell you bow vou esp make your
foriune, Seek first the kingdom ef

God and His rigatesusnass, and all other
things will be added. I know wvou do not
want to be mean in this matter. You will
Lot Grink the brimming eun of life and then
pour the drezs on Godi's alta-. To a gener-
ous Saviour ¥ou will not act liks that: you
bav2 not the neavi to ast like tha*. That is
no! maaly., ‘Thar is not hoioradle. That is
noc brave. Your great wani is a new heari,
aniin the name of the Lor1l J=sus Charigt &
12ll yvou =3 to-iav, and the blessad Spirit
uressez tarouzh th+ soleqnitiss o this hour
o oat the eno ol life to voue tairsty lips,
05, throst i nof bast.  Mer«y presents it—
plezding merey, long sallzring marey. De-
§5 2+ all olaer irleadships, provas racreant to
4!l otaer bargain:, but despisa God's love
for your dying sou'—1o not do that, There
€Oomes a erisisin a man'slife, and thetrouble
is he doss not know it is the crisis. Igota
letter in which a man savs to me-

_Istav out now to preach the gospel of
r.rateousness an i temperanc: to the p=ople,*
D> you rememer me’ ¥ am the man who
appeared at the elose of the sarvica when vou
wers worshiping in the 3
cam= irom Pailadelphia. Do vou remember
at the close oltna servie= a man coming ap
t» you ail a-iremble wita convietior, and
crying out for merey, and telling you he had
a very bad pusiness, and he thought he
would ehauge it? That was the tarning
point in my historv. I gave up my bai bus-
1mess, 1 gave my bheart to God, apd the de-
sire (2 serve Him has grown upon me aii
taese vears, until now wosis unto me if ]
preaca not ithe gospsl™

Tha: Sanday night was tha taraing point
ol that youny man's histors. This very Sab-
bati hour will be the tarning poist in the
history of 1% vouns mea ia this house.
God help us! 1oae= stood on an aaniver-
sacy platform wita a clergvman who told
this marvelons scors, Ha said:

**Thirty vears ago iwo yvounyg men started
01¢ 1o att2ad Parg Thearre, New York, to

' see & play which made religion ridisulous
They hal beza brought

and hvpoeritical,
un in Caristian families. Ta=sy sca=i=1 for
thae theiirs 1o s2e that vile play, ani their
eariy convictions eame bask uoosn them.
They felt it was not right o go, bat stild
They came to the doorof ths
theatre. Qae of the voung mea stopped and
siaried for bome, bur returned and came ur
12 the door, but he bad not the courage to
g0 ip.: H= azainstarted for home and went
home. The other youns man went ip. Hs
wend from one degree of tempiadon 10

| another. Caugatin tas whirl of frivolity

nlsin, he sank lower and low ar,

r b He hos¢
bis business position. He los: his

macals,

You say. **All the ozcupations and .

chapsl after you .

——— S —— v ——

= e
Helost hissoul. Hedieda re-ir.-.
not ons star of merey shining ;5 ;¢ | Lok

| before you to-day,” said thar oo, aad
tbank God that fo- twenty y.... ‘[.' 2
been permitted to preash th. ..., . =A%
the other young man. ST lag

OR, you see tnat was the turaing

the one went back, the other wer; .. B~
great roaring world of business |if.

break in upon you, voune m--vl Wil oa
= P - - -4 | 1] |

wila wave dash oug the imgpressi ;. s the
day as an ccean billow dashes jar... 48
the sand on the bench? You pea -
better than this worid can giv. v,
on your heart. and it sounds bl w
want something great and grand ..
ous to fill it, and hereis the ro|io; .,
doit. God savs you! -

1!

. A-.:

EMPERANCE,

I3 JUST QUIT,
A pavieatlos of rine vears -
1 was dischargad by hizs emlova-,
' enpess. He had used liquo- !
! thirty wearz, tut ha hegan
“What!” speeral an old-tims o
‘“won’t take a drink? Havan't <vopy; o
have vour"” “*No." was the answeo- T'va
jllst qnit.“ To “swear off” 1N a
dreary struzgzle.

To *just quit” s 15wy
& quics, sure victory.—Sunday-sihogl
Times,

1
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THOE SALOON AND THE HMM

! The saloon devours tha money
| wise expenditure mu*h of the ha-iy
| the home depends. | I th= wife has:) v g
i the wash tub till every musate aohos and hor
' whole being is weary, it 1s simply ¢ Y 1<nera.
| ting to have her husband leavs he- 4.1
| to spend in on® hour in thesaloon ths maney
that would have paid neascel hein '
Cloihes wear out. No amount 2hin
or mending ean kesp things [oriyv.
The rags will eome, and when thev o
those who wear them will oo’ sha' iy,
even cleanliness 2an be fu'ly muintained
when there is a lack of chanzes and ¢ lax of
towels. and these e03t money. The sl
cuts off the supply. Fuel and licht cos
money. A smouldering fire and a diw lamy
can not make a cheery Yoom. The =iom
puts the fire that should be in the griw by
the man’s stomach. | The rations grow short,
The children worry, and the w fe is sniriles
from exhaustion. The man looks over the
bare table and grumbles, “*Lhere’s no con.
for: at home.” Then he elaims he is driven
to the saloon beecause it is so bright and his
home so wretched, and authors,
and divines support him in the elaim. This
is putting effeet for rause. The {act is, tha
! if we could put out the saloon lights and
fires—every one—empty the barrels, svush
the crockery, and make the saloon cark as
the trafiie is, those homes woull soon zrow
brizht.’Dickensraprasents one of his wret hed
characters showing a cup of foul watertoa
visitor, and saying: *If you had such water,
wouldn't you drink gin?’ Very touching
Bat if that man bad been wiiling to pay for
water the price of his gin, he eould have had
the clearest ice water to drink.
The saloon becomes bright by making
home dark. BSeience iells us that when vou
Jight your fire of wood or coal, and th= ru ldy
flame springs up and fil'sthe room withits
glow, vou aresimply baskiag in the impr
oned suanlight of long azo. 8o, wien
saloon throws its light a~ross the hichway, a
blaze of splendor, you simply see conoenira-
ted into cne dazziing fosus the light thr it
has stolen from seores o! darkens=1 homes
Yet the more oi every good it su~g= f @&
man's life, and the wore hopelessiy wrt *hed
he pecomes, the fairer the saloon =-=ms by
» contrast, till he growz to estesmin: his de
stroyer his only refugeand hope, The [hwer
the saloon easts him dowo, the mor- o
sary the saioon becomes to him, b b
wife and children ean not flea to it~ clun
and oblivion. Our civilization will t §el
tolerate that. Thev muast stay in th«
late home. Now if this were hone-( povert
foreed upon them by hard necss:ity
the man was doing &ll he eould to =
brighten, a true wife would rallv o
beauty and trath of woman's dev
bear up and sastain her hustand ao
But when she knows that the hus:
brought ner to it hag desert=sd |
midst of it for a selfish and swi
which will sink him —aad thexn
how cap she en lure |[it?>—Sacre
view,
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A NATIONAYL T
Ta# sinof tas= tinpling haHit, w
pant ia this country, ronsises vu®
that it star!s manvy m#*n oa ther
holie ex2a3=. It first tempts n
who do not wish to drin's and
raiuse, Than it brings ta=n =
the no nis whers they tass li
they lika it, becaus=s thevy crav:
thev cannot zet aloac/wit®uar i,
habit of tipplinz would ssem 1
conspira~y for the maXingol dro
petrnicions inflasper bheing Al
deadiy that it is congealel val
ceat and respectadle guaise,

———

DETXEAEIDS BETRE T

Draakaris ‘retreats have now
istence« in Eacland for dfftesc 707
prineinie on which thev are ~of
make the patiea s stop drinxinz 2
to maie them absfain entirely
period, twe ve months wnen |
ing them busy during that tim~
| tients alwayscone inian a.van -~
! aleoholism. It has been foun’

eat reports, that no -harm,. but

by the sudden and ecomplete
hol in such cases; that a lara®
the eases are permanently cur’
| habitua! drunkenness in W
means a hopel=ss diseps-.
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