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THE STORY 

CHAPTER l.—Jim Wall, young on" 
puncher from Wyoming, in the < mv 
days of the cattle industry, see u 
new field in Utah. Ho meets ; ink 
Hays, who admits to being a n.ber, 
and tells Wall he is worklfic for an 
Englishman named Herrick who has 
located a big ranch in the >untalns. 
Herrick has employed a s‘ ill army of 
rustlers and gun-lighter and Hays 
and others are plotting to steal their 
employer's cattle and money Hays 
wants Wall to throw in with the 
rustlers. 

CHAPTER II. — At the little settle- 
ment of ilroen River. Hays gets into 
an argument with a gambler called 
i-’tud, »>\< r a joker game. Wall saves 
Hank's life by bluffing the gambler out 
of shooting. With Hays and two other 
rustb rs. Happy Jack and Lincoln. Jim 
Wai •stalls out for Herrick’s ranch. 
In t*np. the first night out. Jim re- 

grets the step he has taken, but it is 
too late to turn back. 

“Wal. we set in n poker game with 
him one night. I was lucky. Stud j 
took Ids losln* to heart, tin* ho shore 
tried to pick a fight. First ho was 

goin’ to draw on me. then shifted to 

Jim. An* Jim bluffed him out of 
throwin* a gun." 

“How?" 
‘Mint just said for Stud not to draw, 

as there wasn’t a man livin’ who 
could set at a table an’ l.rat him to a 

gun." 
“Most obligin’ an’ kind of you, Wall," 

remarked Smoky, with sarcasm, as lie 
looked Jim over with unsatisfied eyes. 
“If you was so all-fired certain of thet, 
wliv'd you tip bint off?'* 

“I never shoot » man just because ( 
the chance offers." rejoined Jim coldly, j 

There was a subtle intimation In I 
tills, probably not lost upon Slocum, j 
The greatest ot gunmen were quiet, j 
soft-spoken, sober individuals who | 
never sought quarrels. Jim knew that : 

his reply would make an enemy, even 

if Slocum were not instinctively one on 

sight, ltospeet could scarcely be felt 
by men like Slocum. Like n weasel he 
sniffed around Jim. 

“You don’t, eh?" he queried. “\Vnl. 
you strike me unfavorable." 

'Thanks for Iteing honest, if not 

complimentary," returned Jim. 

Hays swore at his lieutenant: "Un- 

favorable. huh? Now why do you have 
to pop up with a dislike for him?" 

"I didn’t say it was dislike. Tnsi i 

unfavorable. No offense meant." 

"Smoky,” said Hays. “I won’t have j 
no grudges In this outfit. I’ve got the I 
biggest deal on I ever worked out. I 
There’s got to be harmony among us. j 
But Smoky bobbin’ up again my new j 
uian— thet's serious. Now let’s Ir.j the 

cards on the table. Jim, do you 
want to declare yourself'" 

“I’m willing to answer questions— 
unless they get nasty,” replied Jim, 
frankly. 

"You got run out or Wyotnln’?" 
“No. But If I’d stayed on I’d prob- 

ably stretched hemp.” 
“Hold up a stage or somebody?" 
“No. Once I helped hold up a bank. 

That was years ago." 
“Bank robber: You’re out of our 

class. Jim." 
“Hardly that. It was my first and 

only crack it a bank. Two of us got 
away. Then we held up a trull—:»lew 
open the safe in the express car." 

“Smoky. I call It square of Wall." 
spoke up Hays. “He shore didn’t need 
to come clean as thet." 

“It’s all right," agreed Slocum, ns If 

forced to fair Judgment. 
Hays plumped ofT the porch rail 

"Now, fellers, we cun get to work. 
Herrick puts a lot of things up to me, 
an’ I ain’t no cattleman. Jim, do you 
know the cattle game?" 

“From A to Z," smiled Wall. 

“Say. but I’m in luck. We’ll run the 
ranch now.” 

“Wlmt’ll I do. Hank?" asked Jim. 
“Wnl. you look the whole ciiggin’s 

over." 

Christians compose about 26.9 per 
cent of the world’s population, the 
largest of all religious groups. 

The robin is the most common bird 
in the United States. Next comes the 
sparrow. 
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.Tim lost no time lti complying with- 
his lirst order from the sttperln 
temlent of Star ranch. What a mon- 

-itrotis and incredible hoax was being 
perpetrated upost sotup foreigner! 

Kvidently there had been ranchers 
here in this valley before Herrick. Old 
log cabins and corrals adjoining the 
■lew ones attested to this. 

dim (Hissed cowboys with only a 

word or a nod. He talked with an old 
man who said he had owned a home 
stead across the valley, one of those 
Herrick had gathered in. 

Jim gleaned Information from this 
rancher. Herrick had bought out all 

Jim Gleaned Information From 
This Rancher. 

the cattle men in the valley, and on j 
round the foothill line to Limestone i 

Springs, where the big X Bar outfit 
began, liiders for these small ranches j 
had gone to work for Herrick. He > 

was told that Ileeseman. with ten j 
men, was out on the range. 

Presently Jim encountered Hays, ac- 

companied by a tall, floridly blond 
man, garbed as no westerner had ever 

been. This, of course, must be tbe 
Englishman. Ho was young, hardly j 
over thirty, and handsome In n fleshy ; 
way. 

“Mr. Herrick, this is m.v new hand 1 j 
was tollin’ you about,” announced j 
Hays, glibly. "Jim Wall, late of j 
Wyotnin'. Jim, meet the boss.” j 

“How do you do. Mr. Wall," returned i 

Herrick. “I understand you’ve had 1 

wide experience on ranchos?" 
“Yes, sir. I've been riding the range | 

since 1 was n boy,” replied .11 in. 

"Hays has suggested making you his 
foreman." 

"That Is satisfactory to me." 
"You are better educated than .these ; 

ether men. It will be part of your | 
duties to keep iny books." 

"I've tackled that job before." 
“So 1 was tollin' tbe boys," Inter- i 

posed Hays. 
•As l understand rnncning, wont 

on Herrick, “n foreman handles the ; 
rldors. Now, ns this ranching game is i 
strange to me I’m giad to have a fore- j 
man of experience. M.v Idea was to 
hire some gunmen along wllh the cow- 

boys, llnys’ name was given me at | 
Grand Junction ns the hardest nut In ; 

eastern Utah. It got noised nbout, I \ 
presume, for other men with rcputu- 1 

tions calculated to Intimidate thieves I 
applied to me. I took on neesemnn 
and his friends.” 

“Rut you really did not need go to j 
the expense—aDd risk. 1 might add—of I 

hiring Heeseman’s outfit." 
“Kxpense Is no object. Risk, how- 

ever—what do you menn by risk?” 
“Between ourselves, I strongly sus- 

pect that Heeseman Is a rustler." 
“By Jove! You don’t say? This Is 

ripping. Ileesomna said the identical 
thing about Hays.” 

“M ai, Mr. Herrick, don't you worry 
none,” interposed Hays, suavely. 
"Shore I don't take kind to what 
Heeseman called me to your face, hut 
I can overlook it for the present. You 

see, if Heeseman Is workln' for you he 
can’t rustle as many cattle as If he 
wasn’t. Anythin' come of that deal 
you had on with the Grand Junction 
outfit?” 

"Yes. I received their reply the other 
day." rejoined Herrick. “By Jove, 
that reminds me. I had word from 

my sister, Helen. It came from St. 
Louis. She Is coming through Denver 
and will arrive at Grand Junction j 
about the fifteenth." 

"Young girl—If I may ask?” added I 
.Tim. 

"Young woman. ITelen is twenty- 
two.” 

"Cornin’ for a little visit?" asked 
Hays. 

"By Jove, It bids fair to be a life- 
long one," declared Herrick, ns if 

pleased. “She wants to make Star 
ranch her home. We are devoted to 
each other. If she can stick it out in 
this bush I’ll be jolly glad. Can you 
drive from Grand Junction In one 

day?" 
"Shore. Easy with a buckboard an’ 

a good team," replied Hays. 
Herrick resumed Ills walk with 

Hays, leaving Jim to his own devices. 
Jim strolled around the corrals, the 

she<ls, down the lane between the pas- 
tures, out to the open range. 

This Englishman’s sister—this HeleD 
Herrick—she would be coming to a re- 

mote, wild and beautiful valley. What 
would the girl be like? Twenty-two 
years old, strong, a horsewoman, and 

handsome—Very likely blond, as was 

her brother! And Jim made a menta' 
calculation or the radians In Hertlck's 

employ. Eighteen 1 
After supper Hays leaned back and 

surveyed the company. "Fellers, wa’ve 

a pow-wow on hand. Clear the table. 
Fetch another lamp. We'll lay out the 
cards an' some coin, so we cun pre- 
tend to be settln' In u little game If 

anybody happens along. Rut the game 
we’re really settln' In Is the biggest 
ever dealt In Utah. 

"Talk low, everybody," Instructed 
Hays. "An' one of yon step out on 

the porch now an' then. Heeseman 

might be slick enough to send a scout 
over here. ’Cause we’re goln’ to do 
thet little thing to him. Happy, 
dig up thet bos of cigars Tre been 
savin’." 

“Hank, trot out some champagne, 
Jeered Brad Lincoln. 

“Nothin' to drink, fellers,” returned 
Ha.vs. “We’re a robber outfit. No ar- 

guin’ or flghtin'. Any of you who 
doesn’t like thet can walk out now.” 

They were Impressed by his cool 
force. 

“All right. Wat an’ good. We’re 
set,” he went on. "Today I changed 
my mind about goln’ slow with tills 
Job.” 

.Jim Wall had a llnsh of divination 
ns to this sudden right-about-face. 

"Herrick reckons there are upwards 
of ten thousand head of stock on the 
range. Some of those ranchers ho 

bought out sold without a count. I 

bought half a dozen herds for Herrick. 
An’ I underestimated say, rough cal- 
culatin’, around two thousand head. 
So there’s twelve thousand good. 
Tlmt's a herd, fellers. Air there any 
of you who wouldn’t rare to play n 

game for twelve thousand bead of 

cattle at forty dollars per?” 
There did not appear to be a single 

one. 

"Ahi.n. Wal. thet’» okay. Now, can 

we drive such a big herd?" 
"Boss, listen to tills Idee,” spoke up 

Smoky. “Most of these Slur cattle 
range down the valley twenty miles be- 
low bore. Ilow'd it do for, say, five of 

us to quit Herrick an' hide below 
somewhere? Meanwhile you go to 

Grand .Junction an’ arrange to have 

your buyers expect a hunch of cat- 

tle every week. A thousand to two 

thousand head. We’d make the drives 
an' keep it up ns long ns It worked. 
You're boss, mu' Wall here Is foreman. 
You could keep tile cowboys close to 

the ranch." 
“Smoky, it s shore n lug tuee, no- 

dared Hays, enthusiastically. "But 
what about Ileeseman?” 

“Let's clean out his bunch." 
Hays shook Ills head. 
"Fellers, if we pick a fight with that 

otitlii some of us will get killed an' 
others crippled. Then we couldn't 

pull the deal. A better Idee is for one 

of ns to kill Ileeseman." 
"Beckon It would he. Thet’d bust 

the outfit." 
"Wlio'd you pick on to do thet, 

Hank?” 
■TelT Bridges boomed out: “Why, 

Smoky, of course, or Brad." 
"Nope," said Hays, shaking his 

head. “With all tliet’s due Smoky an’ 
Brad 1 wouldn't choose either. Jim, 
here, is the man for thet Job." 

“Mebbe we could drive off six or 

eight thousand head of stock before 
Hoosomaii ever found out," pur In 

Smoky. "What’s the sense of figlitin’ 
it nut till we have to?" 

The suggestion found Instant favor 
on all sides. 

•'But we don't want Ileeseman trail- 
in’ ns." expostulated Hays. 

"You mean after we pull the deal?" 
queried Bred, Incredulously. 

"Shore I mean after.” 
“VYnl, what in thnnderatlon do we 

care fur him, when we’ve got the coin 
an' are on our way to tliet roost we're 
due to find?” 

"I don’t Just like the idee, fellers,” 
replied Hays, evasively. 

Jiiu Wall, studying the robber leader 
closely, Imagined that Hays was not 

exposing all the details of his plot. 
“Let’s put my Idee to a vote," said 

Smoky. 
When this suggestion was solemnly 

complied with, making use of the deck 
of cards, It was found that Slocum 
had won. 

“So far, so good,” said Hays, as If 
relieved. “Now let’s see. Smoky, 
tomorrow you take your gang, includin’ 
Brad, no' quit. Pack n slew of grub 
an’ grain, an' hide out below. Cache 
what you don't need. I ll go to Grnnd 
Junction for new hands. See? But 
all I’ll come bark with will be instruc- 
tions for you to follow. Then you can 

go drlvln’." 
“Good. An’ how about the cash?' 
“Wnl. them buyers won't pay me In 

advance, you can gamble on thet. But 
they’ll pay you. Just divide with your 
outfit an’ save our share." 

“Short an’ sweet. I like It more all 
the time," declared Smoky. 

“We'll want to know where your 
camp Is,” went on Hays. "Reckon I’d 
better ride out with you tomorrow." 

“No. You rustle lor Grand Junc- 
tion. We’ll see thet Happy an’ Jim 
know where to And our camp.” 

Tim thought of something: "Men, 
bus it occurred to you that you can't 
drive cattle lip this road and through 
the ranch?" 

“Shore. No need. It'd be a seven- 

ty-mile drive !? we came this way. 
But we'll drive round by Limestone, 
an’ up the other valley road. About 
the same distance to Grand.” 

The conference ended. Hays turned 
to the open Are, and seeking a seat In 
the shadow by the chimney he pon- 
dered. It was Jim’s opinion that the 
chief had vastly more on his mind 
than he hod divulged. Lincoln gave 
him a suspicious stare. The others 
seemed eminently pleased with the out- 

look, though no more was said In 
Jim’s hearing. They Joked and smoked. 

Jim bade them good night and weal 

out His last glimpse of Hays, was 

thought-provoking. Lighting another 

cigar, Jim strolled up and down the 

porch, revolving In mind the confer- 
ence. 

It was a spring night, starry, with 
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an edge on the mountain air that 
meant frost in the morning. 

Was it possible that this lantern- 

eyed robber had evil intentions toward 
Herrick’s sister? Jim scouted the sus- 

picion. 
“Hang the girl part of it. anyhow,’’ 

[ lie muttered, Hinging his half-smoked 

| cigar out Into the noisy brook. Why 
did n woman have to come along to 

upset the best-lnid plans of men? 
The next morning brought somber 

| faces and action, five of Hays’ out- 
fit rede away with six of the pock 
horses and most of the supplies. Hnys 
watched them until they disappeared 

I among the cedars. 
“Wul, now ill brace the boss, na 

nnid. 
“What excuse will you give him?" 

asked Jim. 
"Anythin' would do to tell Her- 

rick. But Hoc-soman will see through 
me. I'm nfeared." 

"Very well. You tell Herrick that 
your outfit split over me.” 

"Over you? Dog-gone! Tfcet ain’t 
so poor. But why?" 

"Both Slocum and Lincoln are sort 
of touchy about gun-throwing, aren’t 
they? Well, tell him how queer that 
brand of gunman Is—how he Instinc- 
tively hates the real gunman. And 
that Slocum and Lincoln made you 
choose between them ami me.” 

"Ahuh. Sort of so the Idea will get 
to Heesemnn’s ears that In a pinch 
with guns I'd rather have you bookin' 
me than them?" 

"Exactly." 
?>ot long afterward Hays returned 

to tlie cabin jubilant. “You’d never 

guess, Jim. That Engllsher laughed 
like the very devil. An’ he ordered 
me to ride off after some desperadoes 
who’re not afraid of .Tim Wall.” 

“Ha! Ha! But Heeseman won’t get 
a laugh out of it." 

"Shoot the lights out of him," said 
Hays, fiercely. "Wal, I’m oft for 
Grand. Happy, pack me a snack of 
grub.” 

“Ilow long will it take you to ride 
over?” / 

“Eight hours, I reckon. An' I’ll be 
back tomorrow night." 

“Certainly these buyers will knot, 
you're selling stolen cattle?” 

“Oh, shore.” 
After Hays had gone .Tim set^ed 

himself to pass (he hours away. 
“Mebbe It won’t be so tedious," ob- 

served Happy Jack, dryly. "We've got 
three rifles an' a sack of shells right 
handy. So let ’em come.” 

Jim half expected a visit from Her- 

rick. but the morning dragged by with- 

out any sign of anyone. About mid- 
afternoon, howet er, six riders appeared 
coming down the lane along the bench. 
The sight made Jim start. How often 
had he seen the like—a compact little 
company of riders, dark-garbed, riding 
dark horses! It was tremendously 
suggestive to a man of his experience. 

He reached Inside the door and, draw- 
ing out his rifle, advanced to the front 

of the porch. 

(TO BE CONTINUED 
NEXT WEEK) 
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Parker, H. S. et ux. 

Patterson, W. E. et ux 
Price, A. C. et ux. 
Silversteen, J. S. et ux. 

West, C. L. et ux. 

HOGBACK TOWNSHIP 
•Breedlove, Fred C. et ux. 

Breedlove, J. A. Estate. 
Burgess, Mrs. M. J. et ux. 
Bradstreet, Mrs. D. D. 
Chappell, Clyde et ux. 

Chappell, C. II. et ux. 

Forest Products Corp. 
Fisher, G. W. et ux. 

Fisher, John Heirs. 
Fisher, Lee R. et ux. 

B Fisher, W. J. et ux. 

Fisher, Raymond et ux. 

Gillespie, D. T. et ux. 

Galloway, Fred et ux. 

Hinkle, John Estate. 
Johnson, R. E. et ux. 

Knight, W. B. et ux. 

SLove, H. G. et ux. 

Miller, Alfred et ux. 
Miller, 0. C. et ux. 

McCall. Clyde S. et ux 

McCall, T. C. et ux. 

McCall, Homer et ux. 

McIntosh, S. et ux. 

McKinney, Allen et ux 

Neal, Mrs. Rhoda E. 
Neal, J. B. et uj 

Norris, J. S. et 
Owen, Coleman, 
Owen, Ben H.H 
Owen, M. F 
Owen, Pose; 

E Owen, W. §5 et ux. 
Owen, W. V. et ux. 

Pace Lumber 
Plott, J. 0. et 

■ Reid, Willie, 
EReid, W. W. 

Reid, M. E. et 
Reid, L. R. 
Rev is, Harriet Heirs. 

ISj 
Robinson, J. W. Heir 
Rogers, H. G. et ux. 

Sanders, Lindey. 
Southern, Geo. H. et ux. 
Steinmeyer, Wm. H. et ux 

Stikeleather, J. G. et ux. 

Thomas, Ben et ux. 

Thomas,, W, A. et ux. 

Thomas, B. P. et ux. 

Whitmire, Mrs. J. C. 
Wilbanks, F. Y. et ux. 

LITTLE RIVER TOWNSHIP 
Allison, Mrs. Julian. 
Allison, Malgram el ux. 

Allison®!. B. et ux. 
Ashworth, W. S. 

ct ux. Si 

Allison’ Dorus et ux 

Baynard, H. C. et ux. 

Bishop, Jennie L. 
Boyd, B. M. et ux. 

Burns, J. A. Heirs. 
Ball, W. M. et ux. 
Ball, W. T. ct ux. 

Clayton J. E. et ux. 

Coxe, Tench Est. 
Cox, Frank Est. 
English, D. L. & E. S. et UX. 

Fisher, John et ux. 

Hamby, Lewis E. et ux. 

Hamilton, D. 0. D. et ux. 

Hamilton, Mrs. Sallie, 
Hooker, A. B. et ux. 

Hughes, Roland & Rhea et ux. 

Jones, S. A. et ux. 

Jones, P. R. et ux. 

Jones, Mrs. Jane. 
Jones, P. K. et ux. 

Jenkins, F. E. B. et ux. 

Lee, P. E. et ux. 

Mackey, E. H. et ux. 

Merrill, G. G. et ux. 

Merrill, J. L. et ux.. 
Merrill, T. E. et ux. 

Monfford, Boudon & Lee. 
McCall, A. B. et ux. 

McCall, J. A. et ux. 

McCall, M. M. et ux. 

McCall, T. R. pt ux. 

McCrary, A. L. et ux. 
_ 

McCrary, Jones & H. H. Brigfgs. 
McKinney, W. J. et ux. 

Nicholson, H. P. et ux. 

Nicholson, Walter & Nadine. 
Orr, Sylvester & V. C. et ux. 

Pickekimer, Chas. J. H. & J. B. 
et ux. 

Scott, J. F. et ux. 

Shuford, Mr?. S. J. 
Shuford, D. M. Heirs. 
Shuford, C. A. Heirs. 
Sloan, Miss Annie. 
Sentell, Mrs. D. 
Thrash, J. M. et ux. 
Townes, W. K. E?t. 


