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Au Extrs $haro Lookout For Predator Hawks And Owls

+ + « White Squirrel’s Unnatural Hue Contrasts With Surroundings

Brevard’s Puzzlement
White Squirrel Colony Has This Town Wondering

(Editor’s note: The following story is
reprinted from the Charlotte Observer, and
it has appeared in many other leading daily
newspapers across the couniry. It was writ-
ten by Clyde K. Osborne, the rural life editor
of the Observer, who is a native of Transyl-
vania county. He used telescopic lens to gel
the outstanding photo above.)

BREVARD — The man eases his auto
~out of this tewn’s business district, and
speeds up to 35 miles an hour heading
through a residential area.

& he mm Afotier snow white squir- *

Retired Chlef Ranger Ted Seely of the
Pisgah National Forest says that he’s seen
the white squirrels around for at least eight
years now. . it

. These ar'elht'l!liinol. They do not
“have. the pink eyes of albinos. They are
pnro wme aqulmls. 4
: l’qld the number seems to be constantly
smwln';. Estimates of the number vary from

50 to ﬂﬂ. ‘all concentrated in the south-
western aeetion of the town,

No gna‘. .hw_m for certain when or how

2

they first appeared in the area.

There is no species of white squirrels
known in the weorld.

Dr. Herbert Heckenbleikner of the bi-
ology department of the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte explains the phenome-
non this way:

Squirrels are normally brewn or grey
or some color in between. However, once
in a while one is born which is lighter or
darker than others.

Under normal circumstances these off.
color animals would be easy prey for hawks,
owls, hunters, and other predators because
they do not have the proper camouflage hues.

But in a town like Brevard, says Dr.
Heckenbleikner, a white squirrel - might
thrive in the absence of predators.

Seely had a pair of squirrels — a white
one and a grey one — nesting in a box in a
tree in his back yard. One of their litters
contained two white and two grey offspring.

“This indicates that ifl-the white isn’t
dominant in mating, it’s at least 50.50,” he
said,

. The white squirrels chase each other and
grey squirrels, play in the grass, hunt nuts,
and act exactly like any other squirrels, They
seem to notice no difference in their color.

But every person who sees them does.

If a white squirrel can survive in this
town, then it’s feasible that he can repro-
duce in other municipalities of the na-
tion. But no other colony of white squir-
rels is known in North Carolina, nor has
any other been reported in the south-
eastern United States,
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In Transylvania

Data recently released by
the Trancportation Division
of the Department of Public
Instrvction reveals that dur-
ing the 19269-70 school year
some 629.953 North Carolina
school children were ftrans-
ported daily te school on
huses, This figure means, ac-
cording to A. C. Davis, Con-
troller for the State Board of
Edvcation, that the State pro-
vides trancportation for 57.4
per cent of the average daily
atlendance in North Carolina
pvhlic cchools. The transpor-
tation data, added Davis, is
compiled on a yearly basis.

Of the students transporied
daily, 71.9 per cent were en-
rolled in elementary school and
28.1 per cent were in high
school. The average school bus
in the State transported 67 stu-
dents and made 1.59 trips per
day ecach 11.9 miles in length

- 2573 Students Ride
School Buses Daily

one wav, The tolal cost of North
Carolina’s schocl transportation
for 196970 was $19,141.379.21,
including replacement buses.

In Transylvania county the
numhber of regular school
buses operated during the
1969-70 school year was 35.
An average of 2573 students
were transported dailv, with
an average of 73.5 students
per bus each day, Each bus
traveled an average of 37.7
miles a day at an operating
cost of approximately $.0459
per mile. Guilford county
ranked highest in number of
buses operating daily and
average number of pupils
transported daily.

The average cost Statewide
for the 1969-70 school year was
$1,541.05 per bus; $23.40 per
pupil: and $.2243 per bus mile
of operation,

Adyvice Is Given

Sale Of New License plates
Said "Going Good" In Brevard

The sale of 1971 auto and
truck tags in Brevard is re-
ported to be “going good” by
Mrs, Jeanne Hunter, the of-
fice manager,

The new tags, which are
green on white and are reflec-
torized, went on sale Monday
morning in Brevard and across
the State of North Carolina.

The 1969 plates expired
December 31st and their use
beyond that date is permiss-
ible only i they are duly
registered by the Department
to the vehirle on which dis.
play is made. Owners who
have their vehicles properly
registered by the Department
have until February 16th to
obtain new plates.

Surrounding area residents
may obtain plates at 26 West
Jordan Street, Brevard.

Office hours are from 9:00
am. to 5:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Mrs. Hunter points out that
“to renew a plate you must
have a renewsal card” and cau-
tions against the misplacing of
it when it is received. She also
arks you to open the envelope,
read the instructions and com-
plete the application accordmg
to instructions before present.
ing it for a new plate. . This will
expedite issuance and. keep
lines from forming.
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By FRED REITER
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Temperature averages in Bre-
vard for the last week were 47
and 26 degrees, with a high of
54 and low of 13 during the
week, Last Thursday's 58inch
precipitation was in the form of
three inches of snow.

Extended outlook for Brevard
and vicinity through Saturday:
Cloudy and cold with periods of
rain or snow through Friday
night, becoming partly cloudy
on Saturday. High tempera-
tures mostly in the 30s, with
low readings in the 20s.

Total rainfall for the year
1970 was 57.66 inches measured
at Brevard. This is approximate-
lv seven inches short of a nor-
mal amount of rainfall for the
area.

Weekly weather data was as

follows:
Iligh Low Prec.

Wednesday ... 41 24 0.00
Thursday ___ 36 26 0.58
Friday ... 483 24 o0.00
Saturday . 54 13 000
Sunday ....... 51 20 0.00
Monda o 51 37 087
Tuesday ... .. 50 35 1.02

In National Elections

Rules Given For Registering
18, 19, 20-Year Olds To Vote

By - Staff Writer

Alex K. Brock, executive sec-
retary of the North Carolina
State Board of Elections has
issued to the Local Board of
on the

Molds.'l‘hmlﬂsaretutake

n.  place immediately.

‘The United States Supreme

Court has ruled that all states
*  must allow persons 18.20 years

Bt o e a5d vore
g Vo
elections

are o'herwice qualified under
our state requirements to regis-
ter. All other prerequisites
must :till be met—the only
change is the minimum ace.
And it is important to under-
stand that these newly enfran-
chised voters will not be quali-
fied to vote in State or local
eleetions, but will be able to
vote in Nationsl elections. In
other words, the first election
in which the 18-20 year olds will
be eligiblz to vote will be the
1972 election for President-Vice
President, U.S. Senate and Con-
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TRANSYLVANIA’S FIRST BABY

of 1971 arrived at Transylvania
Community Hospital at 11:46 a.m.
on New Year’s Day, and the little

one and her proud parents will be
the recipients of many nice gifts
presented by the merchants of Bre-
vard. Donna Renae Morgan, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Morgan of
Rosman, \\elghmg 6 pnunds. 12

Many Courses Offered

i-‘-dﬁ

ounces, arvrived right on schedule
New Year’s Day, with Dr. J. D.
Seroggin  in attendance. Donna
Renae, pictured above with her
mother, was the third consecutive
first baby of the year in Transyl-

vania to be delivered by Dr. Serog-
gin, who was almost as proud of her
timely arrival as the parents were,

(Times Staff Photo)

Brevard College Begins

Sprmg Semester Tuesday

"ome F looding Tuesday

More Snow Is The Prediction
For Town And County Thursday

Mr. Weatherman says that more snow is

cn the way.

And last Tuesday’s first snowstorm of the

Brevard College will regis-
ter stndents for the spring
semester on Tuesday, January
12th, with clasces scheduled
to begin the following day.

The announcement, released
by Mrs, Brona N. Roy, associate
registrar, staled that registra
tion procedures would be car
ried out in Boshamer Gym
nasium heginning at 8:30 am,
Alrs. Rov indicated that the col
lvge would offer 84 courses for

season is still lingering, epecially at the higher the 1ocond seme:ten,
elevaticns.
New ctedents will arrive on
Heavy rains over the weekend and on the campus on Sunday, Janu-

Monday caused the French Broad river to over-
flow in the lowlands of Transylvania Tuesday,
but the river receded Wednesday with clearing

skiez,

The forecast for Brevard and vicinicy is
for mostly sunny and continued cold weather
Wednesday with increasing cloudiness
continued cold Wednesday night and a chance

of rain or snow by Thursday.

The high expected Wednesday
upper 30s with a near zero chance of precipita-
tion, according to the National Weather Service

_oft'ice at Asheville Airport.

The low Wednesday night should be in "%
the upper-teens with a 20 per cent chance of
and, Thursday’s high is ex-

precipitation;
pected to be in the 30s.

effect on Jan. 1, 1971, we have
outlined below the strict pro-

is in the

ary 1€, with others returning
on Janrary 11. Approximately
520 frll time students are ex.

preeted to register for the
spring term.
Cources offcred by Brevard

Cellcge for the «pring seme:ter
incluide the fellowing:

ACC{OUNTING: Accounting
10. Accounting for Secretaries:
Accoun'ing 12, Prineiples of
Accounting

ART: Art 12, Art History;
A1t 14, Intermediate Seulpture;
Art 16, Decign: Art 18, Paint-
Art 20, Painting; Art 22,
Art Methods for Children

BIOLOGY:
cral

and

Biology 15, Gen-
Principles; Biology 186,
—Turn te Pase Four

Asks For Guidance

ccdure which all county boards
mu:t follow until further
change is arnounred by the

--'l'urn te Page Five

Session In State Senate

Dr. Killian Prepares For

t North a will gress only.
" registration of those Since this ruling must go into
 of age who '

" I;.'S.ITo Meet Each
ay Mormng At 9:00

Onm

Town Tags Are
Now On Sale

All residents of the Town of
Brevard are urged to buy
their City license plates at an
early date.

They are now on sale at the
City Hall for $1.00 each.

The code of the Town of
Brevard requires that all resi-
dent automobiles display a

Town license tag on and after '

Febmary Iﬂh
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Dr. Carl D. Killian, preparing
to lcave for Releigh and his
first cession as a State Senator,
thi~ weck issued a statement
acking cilizens of the 17 county
33rd Senatoriz]l Dictriet their
views on issues,

“Your suggestion as.to need-
ed legitlation will be studied

carefvllv, researched if needed
and act on appropriately.”
Dr. - Kill said. “I will look

to institutions and agencies to
give me guidance as to goals,
directions, priorities. I thor-
oughly appreciate sessions that
are intended to inform.”

The Democratic State Sena.
tor repeated his
the citizens; “To
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