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Because your children learn their attitudes
from the adults in their lives we need to think
about attitudes in general. We form attifudes
or the positions about people, about events, about
behavior, about government action, about com-
munity activities, ete,

Let's think first about rules. There are
various kinds of rules. Those we make at
home, at school, at church, in meetings. Then
there aye the rules of the government which
we call laws. The rules of ethics which are
either specifics, such as professional ethics,
or generalities such as general behavior one
toward others. The rules of international na-
tion. Again we could go on and on. The im-
portant thing is that for any or all of these
rules we take some attitude.

One attitude which many people take to-
ward rules is: rules are devised to help us get
along together or to make it easier to get things
done. The people who take this attitude will
usually say — “I go by the rules!”

Another attitude might be: Rules are
not made to cover all situations, so 1 will
choose which rules | will follow. For example
a man might adhere quite strictly to the rules
of his profenmn, but fail to adhere to the
rules of ethics in business.

Some people have the atitude that rules
are made to keep us from doing what we want
to do. This person might follow the rules but
with reluctance and often with anger. We see
this in those who will follow the rules of traf-
fic in town and speed on the open highway,
grudgingly slowing down for the next town’s
traffic regulations.

There are some people who have the atti-
tude that: rules are made to be broken.
These are the individuals who deliberately
run stop signs, come late to meetings, fail to
get to dinner on time, or even break govern-
mental rules such as failing to pay taxes or
stealing or setting fires. Then, too, there are
those who say: rules are made to be broken—
just don’t get caught! Here we see the
absence of a true ethical attitude and this
changes the position because it moves the atti-

tude from “breaking the rule is OK,” to “the
real crime or wrong is to get caught!”

Then there are a few people who seem to
have taken the attitude “I don’t need any rules
made by anyone but myself.”
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