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Super Small Risk

One of the nation’s top scientists,
Dr. Bernard L. Cohen, forfherly a
senior physician at Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory, is the atithor of
a book entitled, “Nuelear Science
Society.” The book explaing in lay
language the true dimensions of the
nticlear radiation “hazard” with
réference to nuclear power plants.

Dr. Cohen notes that, * . . . if all
of our present electric power were
derived from nuclear fission, the low
level releases of radioactivity would
cause about eight cancer deaths per
year in this country, and there
would be an accident once in 2,600
years that would kill typically 500
people . . .” If this sounds frighten-
ing, consider the numbers in another
way, According to Dr. Cohen, the
risks of nuclear radiation are *. . .
about the same as the danger in
driving an extra hundred miles, or
i going swimming for one exira
hour in our lifetimes . , . the danger
from nuclear power is equal to that
of smoking one cigarette every eight
years . . . being overweight causes
various maladies that might shorten
our lives — nuclear power is as dan-

gerous as being a hundredth of an
ounce overweight.” Statistics show
that people from rural areas live
longer than city people—nuclear
power represents the same added
danger as a farmer experiences if

he spends 12 hours of his life in a

eity."

Dr. Cohen translates the worst
fears of critics of nuclear power
plants into additional figures. If
these fears of nuclear accidents and
radiation were correct, all the fore-
going fiumbers should be multiplied
by 25. Thus, * . . the danger of
nuclear nower would be equivalent
to that of smoking three cigarettea
a year, of being one-quarter ounee
overweight, or of a farmer spending
twelve days of his life in a city.
When put in this perspective, would
any reasonable person claim that
even these larger risks are too big
a price to pay for electric power?

Comared to the chaos that would
ensue from a shortage of elcetrie
power, the safety of nuclear energy
should be beyond question even in
the minds of the most skeptical.

Vital Spin-Off

Mathematical ecomputations in-
volved in navigating and landing a
spaceship on the moon could never
have been accomplished except
through the speed and accuracy of
the most advanced computer calcu-
lations. The success~of the space
program has hinged largely upon
the development of American lead-
ership in computer technology. The
spinoff benefits from that technol-
ogy are now making themselves felt
in every walk of life here on Earth.

For instance, “. . . new third-gen-
eration computer equipment , . .” is
now going into operation on the na-
tions railroads to provide up-to-the-
minute information on freight ecar
movemernts throughout the nation.
The new system—known as TRAIN
Ti—will be capable of handling as

. many as 1.4 million reports a day

" or approximately 42 million a
month. This is two and a half to four
times faster than the present Tele-
Rail Automated Information Net-
work (TRAIN), which introdueed
computerized handling ‘of rail
freight movements. Under the
watchful eye of the -computers,
TRAIN II will help to vastly in-

crease freight ear utilization. It is
not difficult to itmagine the import-
ance of keeping the c¢ars rolling dur-
ing ecritical periods of heavy ship-
ments, such #s the seasonal demand
for transport of hundreds of millions

of bushéls of grain, Coupled with

fleets of mew large-capacity cars,
TRAIN II will lift U. S. rail opera-
tions to new heighta of efficiency
and eapacity never before known.

The point that should not escape
public notice is that here is a perfect
demonstration of how great ad-
vances in science @nd technology,
which often appear unrelated to
everyday life, are continually adapt-
ed to the opérations of siich basie
activities as the railroads. Such
adaptation is part of a “keeping up”
proces§ in meeting . the inexorably
riging demands of a growing nation.

A principal funetion of govern-
ment today should be to ensure the
perpetuation of the unigue combina-
tion of technology and enterprise in
the railroads as elsewhere: 'This is
the only guarantee that tomorrow’s
generations will have a better life
in thé future. : ~
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cising that discretion.

On the other hand, perhaps
there are elements within the
Department which are not yet
reconciled to the ban on sur-
veillance. It may be that these

persons look toward the day .

when public attention will be
diverted elsewhere, and the De-
partment rules can be softened.
So long as we rely only on a

ways be this danger. The his-
tory of this kind of surveillance
dates back perhaps a century.
History shows that the military
always retreats in the face of
public concern with its domestic
spving activities, and then re-
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Many of our 4H'ers from
other clubg in the county and
Wititers, went on a hike
Forest Fﬁﬁt:y+
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