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While discussing the Hor- 
torum or Zonal group of 

geraniums last week we 

refrained from mentioning a 

superb class known as the 
dwarfs and miniatures. 

These plants are perhaps 
the most welcome additions to 
the window garden because of 
their size and blooming 
characteristics. The 
miniature varieties usually 
grow no higher than six to 

eight inches, have densely 
arranged leaves, and are 

rarely without blooms. 

They may be grown in three 
or four inch pots and hence 
take little room on the win- 
dowsill where for the plant 
enthusiast, room is always at 
a premium. 

The dwarfs grow to about 
twelve inches and are easily 
accommodated in four inch 

pots. Their habit is much the 
same as the miniatures except 
for height — a bit taller. Both 
these kinds of geraniums 
come in a mult'*- de of colors 
— from white Heep red — 

there being a. i> ">st a hundred 

hybrids in this classfication. 

The second major group 
within the Pelargonium genus 
consists of the Pelargonium x 

domesticum hybrids, 
otherwise known as the Lady 
Washington, Martha 
Washington, or Pansy 
geraniums. Without a doubt 
these are the most showy of 
the geranium tribe. 

The individual flowers are 

from three to five inches 
across and come in two- to 

three-color blends. Unlike the 
Zonals, which can bloom year- 
round, these geraniums are 

seasonal from spring to 

summer. Also, unlike the 
Zonals, these plants are better 
kept from year to year rather 
than making fresh cutttings 
each sujmer. 

The culture for the Lady 
Washington geraniums differs 
in some crucial aspects from 
the common geranium. Never 
fertilize while the buds are 

being formed since this will 

promote more vegetative 
growth rather than more 

flowers. 

After the plant blooms, cut it 
back severely. (These cut- 

tings may be rooted in the 
manner described last week.) 
Mist the plant daily and cut 

back on regular watering until 
new growth has started. At 
this time it is best to remove 

the plant from the pot, prune 
back the roots, add some good 
potting soil, and put the plant 
in a six inch pot. With this 
treatment, these geraniums 
will give you much enjoyment 
for many years. Remember 
also to water these plants 
more frequently than common 

geraniums. 

The third major group of 
geraniums are the ivy-leaf 
type or, correctly, hybrids of 
Pelargonium peltatum. These 
plants are fast growing, bloom 
extraordinarily well 
(especially during the sum- 

mer), and are unexcelled for 
hanging baskets. 

The culture of the ivy 
geraniums is similar to the 

common geranium though 
they need more water since 
they are such rapid growers. 
If they are grown as a hanging 
plant, remember that plants 
grown in this manner usually 
dry out faster than windowsill 

plants because of the greater 
air movement they ex- 

perience. 

It is best to pinch back the 
ivies during the late winter to 
encourage good branching. 
The varieties with deep colors 
are better grown in full sun 

while those with lighter colors 
will do well in semi-shade. 

The ivy geraniums are 

easily propagated from 
cuttings in the manner 

described previously. For the 
best summer show, three or 

four small plants of the same 

variety planted in a ten or 

twelve inch basket will be a 

beauty in the eye of every 
beholder for the whole sum- 

mer. 

The last group of geraniums 
to which we will make 
reference contains the large 
number of individual species 
collectively known as the 
scented geraniums. A full 
discussion of this group would 
take up much more space than 
is allotted here. The scented 
geraniums are most specific 
Pelargonium species whose 
distinguishing characteristics 
are varieties of leaf forms and 
leaf fragrances as well as 

varied growth patterns. Herin 
lies a wealth of enjoyment for 
the plant collector. 

The leaf patterns alone are 

fascinating, anywhere from a 

maple leaf shape to some 

which resemble ferns. The 

fragrances elicited from the 
leaves are usually enjoyed by 
slightly bruising the leaf by 
rubbing it between the fingers 
and inhaling the aroma. What 
actually happens is that the 

finger breaks the oil glands of 
the leaf thereby exuding the 

fragrances too are many: 
ginger, coconut, rose, ldmon, 
apple, nutmeg, etc. 

The culture of the scented 
geraniums is similar to the 
Hortorums taking into ac- 

count the growth pattern of 
the plant. Some grow in an 

upright manner as does the 
common geranium, others 
as trailing plants like the ivy- 
leaf. 

As an added bonus to the 
leaf shapes and scents, these 
geraniums have flowers also. 
Some are as showy as the 
common geranium while 
others have small though 
interesting bloom of special 
interest to the botanical 
collector. 

It is of interest that in some 

countries the leaves of some 

scented species are used as 

salad components. Also some 

leaves are so fragrant that 
they are hung in closets to 

freshen the clothes. 

Having taken this short 

junket through the 
remarkable world of the 
Pelargonium, it is perhaps not 
difficult to understand that 
there are avid geranium fans 
who devote the whole of their 
plant collections to 

Geraniaceae. 

NEXT WEEK: Geranium 
diseases and insect pests. 

^Hoppy faster! 
Get a jump on spring with colorful Hallmark cards, 
party sets and gifts for Easter, Sunday, March 30. 

VARNER'S DRUG STORE 
IDIAL 884-4165 CORNER OF BROAD & JORDAN 

BREVARD, N. 
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April Fool's Day Is Next Week... 
But Your Mutual Man Never Fools About Low Prices 

¥' 
THE MOST STORES WITH THE MOST EMPLOYEES FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE COAST 

QUALITY + SAVINGS + SERVICE 
No Joke: Your Independent Hometown Mutual Member Pharmacist Is Always Serious About 

Low Prices — If You Don't Believe It — Just Check The Specials Listed Below. 

AQUAVELVA 
It does 

a lot more 
than just 

smell nice. 

Cools, refreshes 
and soothes 

your face with 
a special skin 

conditioner 

VELVA 
After Shave 

COMPARE AT $1.39 

4-OZ. 
PIUS 
1-OZ. FREE 

Fora really 
close shave 

Get a really dry beard. 
Wet it first with 

REGULAR 
MENTHOL 
FROST LIME 

COMPARE AT 1.09 

WILLIAMS. 

Shave 

3-OZ. 

Pernox* 
REGULAR and LEMON 

FOR ACNE 

4-OZ. 
COMPARE AT 3.98 

*049 
NO M 

//////////77~7* 

DESITIN 

Dabaways 

REGULAR OR 
WITH LOTION 

36'• COMPARE AT 99c 

NO 
FOOLIN'.. 

This week 
the Blahs 
cost less. 

25'i COMPARE AT 91c 

NO 
FOOLIN'... 

Try refreshing 
Cepacol* 

Mouthwash 

Shatterproof Bottle 

14-OZ. 
NO 
FOOLIN'. 

WE FILL 
OVER 25% 

OF THE 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
IN THIS STATE 

BRING US YOUR 
NEXT ONES 

VASELINE 
INTENSIVE 

CARE 
LOTION 

REGULAR 4 HEMAL 
10-OZ. 

COMPARE AT 1.59 

89c 

PRICES IN THIS AO EFFECTIVE 

MONDAY, MARCH 24 THROUGH 

SATURDAY, MARCH 29. 

Individual Mutual stores reserve 
the right to limit quantities on all 
items in this ad. Circumstances 
might prevent all stores from 
being able to reorder certain ad- 
vertised specials. 

Every door needs 
an AstroTurf* Door Mat. 

17V4"x23V4" 

Makes sense 
AstroTurf Door Mats 
get shoes really clean, 
so dirt, mud Or snow 
can t be tracked inside 

What s more, they 
won t rot. mildew or 
discolor And they 
come clean with a 
shake or quick hosing 

Get an AstroTurf 
Doormat tor every 
entrance to your home, 
and see why they re 
the top selling 
doormats in America 

AstroTurf 
Monsanto 

REGULAR 
UNSCENTED 
SPRAT 
POWDER 
X-STRENGTH 

3-OZ. COMPARE AT 1.65 

NO 
FOOLIN'. 

CONCENTRATE 3-OZ. 

LIQUID 7-OZ. 

PRELL 

SHAMPOO 
YOUR CHOICE 

3 PIECE 

Libbey Glass \ 

Canister Set 

£- 
3-pc. Storables Set 

includes 1 each 

ft 

'( 
j 

4" Canister 17-oz. 
; 5V4" Canister. 22-oz 

6 /4" Canister. 27-oz. 
(fluid ounce capacity) 

with natura 
cork lids 

No. 80349 

Still inothor canister sot 
from Libbey. Cunred-sided 
containors with immonsoly 
popular natural cork lids. 
Sot of threo useful sites, 
atractivoly packaged. 

i 

PONDS l Dreamfiower I 
PERFUMED » 

DUSTING |l 
POWDER 1 

COMPARE AT 1.25 

MODEL 
MK-1 

The New 
REMINGTON® 
MARK FM. 
■ New economy 

price ! cord shaver. 
■ 4-position comfort 

dial, sideburn 
trimmer and 
power clean 
setting. 

■ Compact travel 
case. 

■ Coupon good for 
free set of 
Replacement 
Blades. 

» 89c FOOLIN'...W m 

for the millions 
who should not 
take aspirin^ 

KOTEX TAMPONS 

40"« PLUS S FREE 

REGULAR 

T $1 59 
FOOLIN'... I 

Fast relief 
for dry, 
chapped 
lips. 

COMPARE AT 59c 

» 36c FOOLIN'...WW 

MUTUAL Because Your Family's Good Health Is Our Business 
I 

VARNER ’'Si 
HOURS 

8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Monday Through Saturday 

1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 

l 

DRUG STORK 
Coinv? of S Stood A Jt'yrrfc*f• S* D o/ H&3 4/6!> »n 8/ovo^d 

24 HOW 

Prescription 
Service 


