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SERMON.

TexXT:—* And Pharaoh said unto Joseph:
See, I have set thee over all the land of Egyp!.”
—Gaeanesi xli., 4L )

You cannot keep a good man down. God
bas decreed for him a certain elevation o
which he must attain. He will bring him
through though! it cost Him a* thou-
sand worlds. ‘lhere are men constauntly ir

trouble lest they shall not be appreciated

bEvery man comes in the end to be valued at

. just what he is worth.  How oiten you see

wen turn out all their forces to crush
one man or. sot of men. How do they

succecd? No bletter than did the govern- !

wment that tried to crush Joseph, a Scripture
character upon which we. speak to-day. It
would be an insult te suppose that you were
not all familiar-with the lifa of Joseph; how
his jealous brothers threw hiin into the pit,
but, séeinz a caravan of Arabian merchants
moving qfrong on Ltheir camels with spicesand
gums, that loaded the air with aroma, sod
their brother to these merchants, who carried
biin down into Egypt; how Jos=ph was sold
to Potiphar, a man of influenceand office; how
by Lis integrity he raised himself to hizh posi-
tion in the re:dm, until under the falss charge
of a vile wreich hie was hurled into the peni-
tentiary; hhow in prison _he commanded re-
spect and coniidence; how by the interpreta-
tion of Parao)’s dream he was freed and be-
cane the cleel man in government, the Bis-
marck of the nation; how in time of famine
Josephh bkal the control of a storshouse
whi'h he had fillel during th=2 ssven
cars of pleaty; how when bis brotiers who
ad thrown hiin into the pit and sold him into
captivity appliel for corn he sznt them home
with their beasts borne down under the
helt of thie corn sacks; how the sin against
their brother which had so long been hidden
came cubab last. and was returned by.that
brothers forg.venr ss and kindness, an il-
{utrions triumnh of Christian prineipla.
iearn from tivis sty in the f{irst place,
that the world is compelled to honor Christian
character, Potiphar was only a man of ths
world, yet Joseph rose in hisestimation until
a'l the affuirs of thut great house wera com-
niitted to his charge.  IFrom this servant no
bonors or contidencss were withhield, When
Jozeph was in poison he soon won the heart
of the keeper, and, though placed
there for bkeinr a scoundrel, he soon
comvinced tha iailer that he was an in-
noc . nt raan, a ul, releasad from closa confine-
mont, e Lecame a general superintendeut
of prison adairs. Wharever Jos:ph was
laced, whother a servant in the house of
otiphar or a prisioner in the penitentiary hae
became the first man everywhera anad isan
{llustration of the truth I lay dywn, that tie
world is compelled to honor Clirsiiun char-
actor.

There arethose who affcet to demise a re-
ligious life. They speak of it as a system of
phlebotomny by which a man is bled of all his
courage and nobility. They say e has be-
meaned bhimsslf. They pretecud to have no
morc confidence in him since his coaversion
than befora his conversion. DBut all that is
hypocrisy. 1t is impossible for any man
not to admire and confide in a Chris-
tian who shows that he has really become a
child of God and is what he profes$ss to be.
You cannot despise a son or a daughter of
the Lord God Ailmighty. Of course haif and
balf religicus fharacter wins no approba-
ticn. Redwald, the King of the Saxous, after
Christian baptism had two altars, one for
the worship of God and tho other for the
sacrifice of gevils. You may have a contempt
for such men, for mere pretensions of
religion, but when you behold the excellency
of Jesus Christ coms out in the life of one of
his disciples, all that there is good and noble
in your soul rises up irto admiration.
Thougzh that Christian be as far bLeneath
you in estate as the KEgyptian slave of whom,
we are discussing, by an irrevocable
law of our nature f’otiphar and Fharoah
will always esteem Joseph. Chrysostom
when threatened with death by Eudoxia, the
Empress, sent word to her saying: ‘‘Go tell
hoer that I fear nothing but sin.”  BSuch no-
bility of charactér will ?x.'Iways be applanded.
There was something in Agrippa and Felix
which demanded their respect for Paul, the
rebel against government. I doubt not they
would willing:y have yielded their ofiice and
dignity for the thousandth part of that
true herosm| which beamed in the
eve anid be.t in the heart of the unconquer-
able apostle. Th2 intidel and wordling-are
compell=d to houor in tieir hearts, thouzh
they -may not culogize with their lips, a
Charistian firm in persecutlion, cheerful in
poverty, trustful in losses, triumphant in
death. I find Christian men in a!l professions
and occuputions, and I find them respacted,
and honored, and successful. John Frederick
Oberlin alleviating ignorance and distress,
John Hoivard passing from dungeon to laz-
aretto with healing for the body and the soul.
Elizabeth Frye coming to the profligate of

Newate prison to shake down their obdu- |

|

!
l
|
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racy as the angel came to the prison at Phil- |

linpi, driving open the doors and snap-

selves to "the temporal ands spiritial
wellare of the race, ar: monuments of the

hristian religion that shall net ernmblo [0 ‘ <
C 5 e = A man in tha en r‘,: ¢ T :.a."i?h,‘l} lim on the gallows,
MR- . - f 4 sal . ! _. £3 .- ' ‘:..;- :::“ !k'_i : ]
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while the worid

said: “I woall like to berome a Caristian if
) 011'}1' knew w1t 1+ zion is. Bar if this
Iyving and cheating nirl vad behavio:r amuong
men who profess to be godd is relizion, |

want néns of it.” DBut,ay fiienas, f 1 an
an artist in Homeand 2 maneimeastaome an

~31 L - T ™ ¥y g aevd oW
I will take kia %o ths D--bawls and th: |

ping lecks and chuing, as  well as
the lives of thousands of the follow- |
ers of Jesus - who have devoted them- |

t earted with the

t helniet  to look

"has gone back and has lost its estate of |

Aichael Ancelcs. It is most unfair and dis- !
bonest to take the ignominious failures in |
Christian fession instend of the glorious |
successés. The Bible and the church are great |
picture galleries filled with inasterpieces.

Furthermore, we learn froun this siory of |

Joseph that the result of perzecution isc~l>va-
tion. Had it not been for his being sol! into |
Egyptian bondage by his malicious bro‘hers |
and his falso imprisonmens, Joseph wousid
never have become Prime Minister. Every-
body accepts the promisse: °° Blessed
are they that are persecutad for rizkt-
eousness  sake, for theirs is the
kingdom ~of heaven,” but they  do|
not realize the fact that this principle ap- |
EPBS to worldly as well as spiritual success. |
ad it not been for Eschines who brought ]
impeachment against Demosthenes, the im- |
mortal oration Corona, would never have-
been delivered. Men rise to hizh political
position through misrepresentation and the !
assault of the public. Public abuse is all that |
some of our public men bave had |
to rely upon for their elevation. It
has brought to them what talent and '
executive force could never have achicved.
Many of those who are making great effort
for place and power wiil never succesad just
because they are not of enouzh importauce
to be abused. It is the nature of man to !
gather about thoss who are persecuted and
defend them, and they are apt to forget tha |
faults of those who are-th2 subjects of at~ |

tack while attempting to drive back ths ]
slanderers. Helen Stirk, .a Secoteh fhartyr |
condemned with her husband to death for
Christ’s sake, said to her husband: *“'Rejoice; |
we have lived together many joyful days, but |
this day wherein we must die together ought |
to be most joyful to us both. Therefora 1!
will not bid you zoo 1 night, for snon we shail |

meet in the heavenly kinzdom.” By the tlash |

*of the fnraace bess Camstian - characizr is

demonstratid, : i
I Fo into ancther departmeont, sni 1 find |
that thosa great densminations of Christians
which have been mast abosel havae spread
tho most rapidly. No good mun was ever |
more vilely maltreatel than Joha Wesley, |
His followers were -hooted at and malizaed
and calied by every detestable nama thatin-
fernal ingenuity couid invent, but the hotter |
the persecution the more rapid the spread of |
that denomination, until yon know what a
great host thoy bave become and what a tro-
mendous foree for God and truth they are |
wielding all the world over. It was persecii- |
tion that gave Scotland to Preshyterianism. |
It was persecation which gave our own land !
€% to civil liberty and afterward to |
rolizious freedom. Yea, I may go further
baclk and say it was persecution that gavethe !
world the salvation of the Gospel. The ribald |
mociery,the hungering and thirsting, theun- !
just trial and ignominious death whers all the |
torcas of hell’s fury was hurled against the cross ;
was the introdaction of that relizion which i
is yottobe the earth’s deliverance from guilt
and suffering and her everlasting enthrone-
ment among the principalities of heaven.
The State has sometimes said to the Church:
“Come, let me take your hand and I will help
you.” What has been the result? The Church

holiness and has become ineffective. At |
other times the State has said to the Church: |
“ L will erush you.” What hkas been the re-
suit ? After the storins Have spent-their fary, |
the church, so far from having'lost ..ny of its |
force, has increased, and is worth inrinitely |
more after the assanit than Lefors it. The |
church is far more indebtal to the opposition
of civil governmant than to its approval |
The fires of the stake have only been
the torches which Christ held in 1His
hand, by the light of which the church has
marched to her present position. In ths |
sound of racks and implemants of torture [

hear thorumbling of thoe wheels of the Gospel !
chariot. Scaffolds of martyirdom have been |
the stairs by which the charch has ascended. |
Aqua fortis is the best test of purs gold.

]

‘urthermore, our subject impressas us that | trifle,
| seemad tremendous affected you but little.
had these brothers sold Jossph into Ezypt. | The Rev. Dr. Kennedy, of Basking

gins will come to exposure. Louz, long ago

1

They nad suppressed the crime, and it was a |

——

| ali  evenis me

| and thus up to heaven.

‘throne. Gol can trace
it line from the blue jay [that last spring

| side and say:

"ing in God’s

was best to get his army into Italy. Amaril,
the court fool, sprang out from t:e corner
and said to the king and Lis stuT olficers:
“You had better be thinking Low veu will
get your army back out of taly after oncs
you have entered.” In other worls, itiseasier
for usto get into sn than to get cat
of it. \Whitefieil was riding on horseback in
a lonely way w.th some missionsry money in
a sack fastenei to the sad.lle bags. A high-
wayvman sprang out from the thicket and put
his hand cut toward the id, when Wi.te-

+ field turned upon him and said:*"That belougs

to the Lord Jesus Chirst,touch it if youdsre,”
an<d the vililain fell back empty bazde:d into
the thicket. ©Oh, the power of ccuscience!
If offended, it becomes God's avenyzing minis-

ter. Do not think that you can hide any |

great and protracted sin in your hearts. In
an unguarded moment it will slip o< the lip,
or some slight occasion may for a moment

| set ajar this door of hell that you wanted to

keep closed. DBut suppose that in
th'siife vou hide it, and yocit get nlong with
that transgression burning in your heart, as a
ship on fire within for days may hinder the
flame from breaking out by keeping down the

. hatchways, yet at last, in the Judgment, that

iniquity will blaze out bLefore tho throne of
God and the universe. | )
Furthermors, lcarn from this subject the

inscparable counection betwygeen - ajl events |

how=ver rcmo:o. Lord - Hastings :was be

headed oue year alter he hati causédthedeath
I of the Queen’s children, in the very month,

the very day, the very houn and the very mo-
ment. There is wonderful precision in

| the Divine judgments. |[The universe 1is

only ozne thought of Godl Thosa
things which scem fragmentary . and
isnlated are cnly different

one great thought.  How far apart seemed
these two  eiveals—Joseph  <oid to the
Arabian merchants and the rulership of
Fgypt. Yet ycusee in what a mysterions
way God connected the twa in ons plan. Yo
linked [tor-ther. . You
wiho are aged can lcor back and
group together a thogsand things in

your lifo that once scemed isolated.

i One undivided chain of events reached from

the Garden of Edcn to the ¢gross of Calvary,
There is -a relation
between the smallest insect that hums in the
air and tha archanzel on his
diréct ancestral

sumimner

built its nest in a tree bebhind the house
to some one of that floclkk of lirds, which,
when Noah hoisted the ark’s window, with a
whirr and dash of bright wings went out to
sing over Mount Ararat. | Ths tulips that

f bloomed this summer in t&e flower-bed were

nursed of last winter’s sn@v-flakes. The fur-
therest star-oh one side th® biniversecould not
look to the furtherest star on the otker
**You are no relation to me;”
for from that bright orb a voice of light
would ring across the heavens responding:
“Yes, yes; we are sisters.” [Sii Sidney Smith
in prison was playing laywn tennpis in the

ard and the bal!l flew over the wall Another

all containing letters was thrown back,
and so communication was opened with
the outside world, and Sir Sidney escaped
in time to defeat Bonaparte’s Egyjptian ex-
pedition. What a small incident connected
with what vast result! Sir Lobert Pesl from
a pattern hedrew on the back of a pewter
dinner plate got the suggestions of that

which led to the

. ; _ imiportant inven-
tion by which ecalico

\ is printed. Noth-
) : bniverse swings at loose
ends. "Accidents “are only Gods way
of turning a leaf in the book of his eternal
decrees. Iroin cur cradle to our grave there
is a path all marked cut. ~ Each exent in our
life is connected with every other event in
our life. Cur loss may be the mcst direct
road to our gain. Our defeats and victories
are twin brothers. The whole direction of
our \ life was chang>d hy something

~which at the tima seemed to you a

while seme  ocrurrence  which

X Ridge,
New Jersey, went into his palpit one Sab-

protound secret well kept by the brothers, | bath and by a strange freak of memory for-

But suddenly the secret is out

The* old | got his subject and forgot his text, and in

father hiears that his son is in Egypt, having | great embarrassment rose before his audi-

been sold there by the
own brothers. How their
have burned and their
at the
pressed crime.

hearts

malice of his | ence and announced the circumstance and dee
cheeks inust | clared himself entirely unable to preach; then
sunk /_launched forth in a few words of entreaty
flaming out  of this sup- ; @rd warning which resulted in the outbreak-
The smallest iniquity has i ing of the mightiest reviyal of religion ever

a thousand tongues, and they will blab out an | KROWn in that State,a reviyal of religion that

6XPOosSurg.
Ca tes, their sheep and the oxen. But !
when he got down there amongz the pastur:s

Saul was sent to destroy the | Fesulted in churches still standing amd in the

conversion of a large number of mosn who

he saw some’fine sheep and oxen too fat to | ntered the Gospel ministry who have

kill, and so he thought he wourld steal them. 1
He drove them toward home, but siopped

brought their thousands jinto the kingdom
of od. God's plans are magnificent

to report to the prophet how well he had | Peyond all comprehension. He molls us,

executed his commission, when in the dis- |

turns and directs us, and we know it not

tance the shaep bezan to bleat and the oxen | Thousands of years are to Him but as the

to bellow. The se ret was out and Samauel |
s«id to the blushing and confounded Saul: |

flizkt of a shuttle. Tha most terrifie ozcur-
rence does not make God|tremble, and tha

“What means the bisating of the shcep that | most friumphant achievement does not lift

I hear and the lowingz of the cattle!” Aye, my
hearers, you cannot keep an ipniquity quiet |
At just the wrong time the sheep will |

bleat and the oxen will bellow: Achan can. | [i80 and fall, and eras pass

not steal the Babylonish garment without |
fetting stoned to death, néor Benedict Arnold '

etrav his country without being execrated | contury to ceutury.

for all time. ILoo
these thieves, these burglars, these adulterers, |
these counterfeiters,
these assassins.

They all
they could bury

; thought |
their

iniquity so

Him into raptura, That one great thouzht of
God goeson throush Shaeantyrius and nations

r and the world
itself changes, but God still L:eeps the undi-
vided mastery, linking event to event and
To God they are all ona

over the police arrests, | @vent,one history, one plan,ons development,

one system.  Great and marvellous arg thy

these highwaymen, | Works, Lord God Almighty.

Furthermore: we learn from this story the
propriety of laying up for the future. Dur-

deep down that it would never come to resur- | IBg seven years of plenty Joseph preparaed for

rectiu.
fawerel ©9 the priit in the sand, some false
Loys fonoud in possession, some bicody knife

e dndigraiion. and the anathema of
eutragaed law hurled him into .the Tombs
At the ciusa |
ftle irtween the Dauphin of Frauce
and the Hoelvetlans, Burchard Monk was =o
vietory that he lifted Lis |
oif up'n tho field, when a
wounded solelor huriel 2 stone that striek
is uncevared forchend aud he fell Sin will
always 145 vo some spel exposad, and there ig !
no safely in  iniquity. Francis
First, King of France, wus dizcussing bow it

| 8
&
e

»

they inz in

|

But there was some shoe that an- | the famine, and when it came he had a

crowded storchouse.  The life ofunoest men in

_ a worldiy respoct is divided into vears of |
that whisprred of the deaod n:dd the pu! plenty and farn:ina
H s B 18 puo- - 13

it is seldom that any

man passes through life without at leastseven
vears aiplenty. During thedoseven prosperons
vesrs your lainess bezry a rich barvest,
You DAPLLY soW whore it the money comes
it comes s fase.  Fyrery bargain you

MRS 5egis o turn into golll.  You contract |

few Lad deits, You sra astounded wich |
largo dividends,  Vou' iivest more and more
| eapital You wonder hpw men can be
coutent wi.th a smai ¢ musiness, gather-
only a hundroel  dolars where

you reap your thousands; . Those are the

rarts of that |

e R i

———————

Jd gring:

roven years of plenty. Now, Joseph, is the

time to prepare for famine: for to almost
every man there do come seven years of
famine. You will bo sick; you will he
tnforinnate: vyou will be defrauded :
you wil bs disappointed; you will be
od, and if you have no .storehouss
uron which to fall back you may be famine-
struck. Wea have no admiration for this
denying one's self of all present comfort and
Inxury for the mere pleasure of hoarding up,
this grasping for the mere pleasure of seeing
how larg= a pile you can get, this always
being poor and cramped becanss as soon as

{ a dollar comes in it_issent out to see ifit

can't find another dolllr to carry home on its

back: but there is an intalligent and nobls-
minded forecast which we love to see
in men who have families and kindred
dependernt upon them for the blessings of
ediacation anl home. God sends us to the
insects for a lesson which, whiie they do not
stint themselves in the present, do not forget
their duty to forestali the futura: “““Go to the
aut, thou shhggard, consider her ways and
be wise, which, having no gui:de, overseer, or

ruler, provideth her meat in the sum-
mer and gathereth her fool in the
harvest.” Now there are two wayvs

of laving up money: the one Liy investing it
in stock and depositing it in banks and loan-
inz it on Lond and morigage. The other wavy
of laying up money is giving it away. Heis
the safest wwho makes both of thess invest-
ments. Dutthe man who davo*es none of his
gain to the causa of Christ and thinks
cnly of his' own comfort and luxary.

[s not safo. I don'’t eara haw his monay i3 in-
vested. e acted as'tho rosa if it should say :
“T will hold my bresth and no one shall
have a snatch of fragrance firom me until
next week, and then I will set all the
garden afloat with the sroma. The time
comes, but having been without fracrance for
sn long, it hasnothin2 thantogive. Rut above
<1l lav vp treasures in heaven. They never
depreeiato in value. They mnever are nt a
discoutnt. They are alsvavs .available.
mayv feel safe now' with vour presest vearly
income, but what will su~h an income be
worth after you are dead? Others will cet it
Perhaps some of them will quarrel about it
before you are  buried. They will
be right glad that you are* dead.
They are only waiting for you to die.
What then will all your accumulation

De warth 1t you could gather it all into .your

| bosom and walk up with it to heaven's gate?

It would not purchase your almission: or,

-if allowed to enter, it could not bav vou a

crownor a roba, and the poorest saint in
heaven would look down and sayv: *“Where
did that pauper come from:’

Finally, learn from this subject that in
every famine'thereis a storchouse. - Up the
lon~ row of building, piled to the very roof
with corn, come the hungry multitndes, and
Joseph comman-dad that their sacksand their

¢ warons he fillel. The world has been blasted.

Every green thinz was withered under the
touch of sin: From =&all continents
and islands, and zones, comes .up the
groan of dying miilions. Over tropical
spire-grove, and Siberian  ice-hut, and
Hindu juncle the blicht has fallon. The fam-
ine is universal. But, glory be to God! there
is a great storehouse. Jesus Christ,our elder
brother, this day bids us come in from our
hun~er and 7, and obtain infinits sup-
plies of grace énough to make us rich foreyer.
Many of you have for all a &ng
while been smitten of ths fa 6.
The world bas not stilled the throbbing
of your spirit. Your conscience sometimes
rouses vou up with such suddenness and
strength that it requires the most gigantic
determination to quell the disturbanca. Your
courage quakes at the thought of the future.
Oh, why will you tarry amid the blastinzs of
the famine when such a glorious storehouse
is open in God's mercy? ‘¢
“Ye wretchad. hungry, starvin or,
Beho'd a royal fi:{t. e
Where merey spreads her boanteous store
For every huamble guest.

“See, Jesns stands with open arms,
. H’e calls. He bids {ou come;
Guil holds you back and fear alarms,
Bat see, there yet {s room.”

Was It a Mistake.

The Jewe'ers’ Weekly relates the fol-
‘‘Let me tell you an incident
w3 ch occurred to me once. I was a
young man then and a“clerk in Tiffany’s.
une morning a richly attired lady got out
of her handscme carriage and entered
the store. She walked to the diamond
department and asked to be shown some
iorse gems.  She selected two valuabla
solitaires and paid for them. Thinking
my attention was called in another di-
rection, she slyly but rapidiy took astone
and placed it in her mouth. I saw the
theft but hardly knew what to do. Call-
ing for a messenger, I sent for our busi-
ness manager, and told him what had

happenod. Without an instant’s delay

he said:
¢ ‘Madam, you have made a mistake.

You have one of our diumonds in your

moith, Will you return it without an
exposure? :
‘“The next moment she gave a gulp,
and Tknew the gem had gone. She had
swallowed it: Of course] we werein a
dilemma. The lady became indignant

and threatened suit and violence at the

hands of her husbaind.” -

**What did you dn?”

““‘Jent the biil with a written explana-
tion to the husband. The next day he
paid us a visit. Ile said that he believed
there was a mistake, but that he could
not afford an exposure,” :

You

\




