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TUESDAY, DEC. 27, 1864.

Comrosgors WanTep. — Three Gooo
CoxresiTors wanted at this office imme-
diately, to'do newspaper work. Two Dov-
~ 1LARS AND Firry Caxts per thousand ems
paid. : .

~ OUR SUBSCRIBERS
Will please netify us in cde the Car-
riers fail to deliver their papers.

e NN

¥ Our readers will please bear in
mind 'that our paper is issued Sunday
morning. 'We issue no paper on Monday.

N

:

. We have been informed that the news
boys charge one dollar per copy, for the
‘North Carolinian,” Shenld this be prac

- tised, we trust our_ citizens will apprise
us of it immediately. We do not allow
it. Single copics of the paper aresold at
BOcts. : !

The Danville Railroad.

- For the last ten days it has béen
pretty generally understood both in
the United and Confederate States,
that our city was about to be attack-
ed by a formidable naval and-mili-
tary force. The grand object of the
Washington cabinet was, first, the
effectual closing up of the only open
port in the Confederacy—to seal

~ hermetically the only inlet through
which we could obtain supplies from
foreign countries for our armies in
the field, and secondly, to remove,
by closing our pert, every cause of
disagreement with the cabinet of St.
James which was about to get very
* restive on the hands of Seward, that
astute diplomatist and wily politician
in relation to the.paper blockade

which he had established, but which
the enterprising Britons have been
constantly violating. To close the
tack on Wilmington was determined

on. The cabinet at Richmond was

is shameful and a stop ought to be
put at once to the nefarioys tricks of
these miserable railway shylocks.—
It is all very well for them to exact
their pound of flesh from the quiv-
ering backs of a patient: public, but
when their unholy avarice imperils
the life of a great and gallant nation
struggling amid an ocean of bleod,
it is time, we think, for th.e govern-
ment to interfere and bid these gen-
tlemen retire. Let them be employ-
ed at something where they will not
destroy a whole nation by their
criminal neglect of their duties as
railroad officers and citizens. Let
them be detailed, for instance,. to
raise tobacco for the soldiers, or
any other money making avocation,
but never let them have anything
to do with the vital interests of the
State. [k

Let the cabinet at Richmond at
at once seize uPon,_‘j;he Danville road
until the present crisis is past. No
matter what officers the government
may place over the road, or how in-
competent soever they may be, it
18 impossible for them to be more
unsuccessful or give less satisfaction

s

cumbents. It is all very well when
disaster occurs, to make a scapegoat
of some gallant officer or other, and
crush him to the earth with vituper-
ation and slander, and no doubt if
Wilmington should fall, we would
hear that Gens. Bragg or Whiting

was the cause of its fall. But we

disaster shonld happen, which God
forvid, it is neither- Gens. Bragg
nor Whiting, who have both ably and
faithfully discharged their duty, but

the Danville railroad
e 1) A0 PR '
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- FROM THE FORTS.
Sunday, Dec. 25.—Early in the day

[

to the public than the present in- |

warn the public now that if such a

that is™ to |

well aware of the facts, and had

made every preparation to meet the

emergency. Gen. Whiting, with his
characteristic promptitude, on the
first appearance of the fleet, tele-
graphed to Richmond for re-inforce-
ments, and was at once responded

to, by forwarding the riecessary num-

. ber of men'to the Distriet of . Cape
Fear. And yet up to 19.3’ night, but
2 meagre moiety of the force sent
by the government had made its ap.
pearance % Wilmington. ~ We have
carefully enquired as to the cause
of this strange and unaccountable
proceeding in regard to the troops
~ 80 xfuch needed here, and regret to-
say that we are forced to the pain-
ful conclusion thnt the whole fault
lies at the door of the authorities of
the Danville railroad. We shrink
from charging them with “treason, |
and yet had they been the hired
minions of Seward, they could not
have acted more to the injury of the
common cause than they have done.
They may not be disloyal, we do
Dot say that they are, but they are
certainly criminally remiss in dis--
charging their official duties. There
18 just now a miserahle spirit of sel-
fishness, 3 greed for gain, a love for
filthy lucre maifesting iteelf among
- Our people, day by dayas thisstrug-
gle moves along its blooody path-
way,that is truly heart-aickening to
those who have one spark of love of
couniry n their bosoms. Weknow of
& certain raifroad in “these Confed-
erate States,” not many miles from
Danville, .
stooped to receive a bribe from an
 officer who offered money in order to
obtain quicker dispatch than was |
provided by the authorities for the
regular government business. This U

i
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and not many days since, |-
made upon Forr Fismer by the enemy’s

the fleet opened fire again upon Fort Fish-
er. The report of their heavy guns was
- distinetly audible in the city. -Fort Fish-
er has thus far reserved her fire waiting
or the epportunity that they all go ear-
fnestly wish for—close quarters. The
Fort thus far remains intact, not having
yet been injured at any material point.
LANDING OF THE ENEMY-—CARTURE OF BAT-

_  TERY ANDERSON.
. Between three and four o'clock in the
afternoon, & regiment of the enemy suo-
ceeded in landing near Battery Anderson,
8 small two gun work situate abeut 34
-miles morth of Fert Fisher; and about a
mile and & hall from Sugar Leaf, on the
Cape Rear river. General Kirkland is sta-
 tioned at the latter place, and, we learn,
'8 expected to attack the enemy. Battery
Anderson was garrisoned by all or a por-
tion of Capt. Southerland's company of
10th N. C. Troops, who were captured by
the enemy. The work itselfis of no im—
portance, but the position gained may
eventually give us trouble if not recovered
by us. Sheuld they be able to hold this
point shey may eventually land sufficieat
force to command®he neck of lang lying
between the Cape Fear and the beash ; in
the rear of Fort Fisher. Steps have-*
doubtless been taken ere this to drive the
enemy off. ;"

. LATER. <
We have been unable to gdin anythiag
ofan official character up to this hour
(8.71-2 P M,) except that the enemy’ h";
Janded three brigades at Battery Ander-
som, and were still landing at Jagt ac-

eounnts.
Gen, Kirkiand has been engaged with
and night —

them during the evening

The darkness of the night will be favor-
able to thewr movements, and we expect
that by morniog they will haye landed a
heavy force at that point; “

Monday, Dec. 6. — Very little 'firing
can be heard to-day, and but little news
is obtainable frem below. We under-
stood semi-officially that an attack was

land force, which was repulsed with heavy
loss to the enemy. In confirmation of
this, General Kirkland telegraphs that du-
ving last night he heard beavy musketry

firing in the direction of Fort Fisher, and

soon afterwards great cheering on the part
of the garrison. * Everything has been
‘hurried to the front, and it is expected
that there will be hot work there to-day.
Governor Vance and General Bragg re
at the front. The gallant Whiting com-
mands at Fort Fisher. . We expect fur-
ther news during the afternoon, as com-

tablished.

-

. LATER,
A Yankee Lieutenant, captured by our
forces, says that he belongs to the 142d
New York Infantry, Curtis’ Brigade
Ames’ Division. This is the Division that
landed near Sugar Loaf on yesterday. It
is said to be cemposed of thrce brigades
of four regimonts each. It is a portion of
er'’s corps, said o be the twenly-
Jourth (we presume ons of their conseli-
‘dated corps.) Butler has not yet landed.

Weitsel, he says, commands a negro corps,
‘mot yet on shore. .The wholsAforce-i
odmmanded by Butlér. ‘No additional
news has Peen received up to this writing,
6 o’clock, P. M., but we understand that
fighting had been going on at intervals
all day. -Cemmunication has been re-es-
tablished with Forr FisHER, on the left
bank of ‘the river. Everything is going
cn well: Wilmingten is yet safe. Gen.
Bragg telegraphs that there is no cause
for alarm. The enemy have as yet gain®
ed no advantage, and by this hour to-
merrow evening, we think matters will
look still more favorable. ~

We learn that the enemy’s fleet suffer-
ed severely in the bombardment of Sun-‘
day. Feur gunboats were disabled. Pris-
-oners report the Joss of twe gunboats on
the Roanoke. _
THE VERY LATEST.

graphs that the enemy are busily engaged
fortifying their pesition on the boach near
where they landed. Everything looks
brighter and more cheerful than on yes~
terday. Heavy firing commenced at 7
o'clock last night and continued at inter-

vals during the night. ' '
Y

| For the Carolinian. |
CASUALTIES:

Eprror CAroLiNIAN :—You will please

4, Sunday, December 25th. These men
were wounded on yesterday : -

Private Benj R Merritt, Co F, 36th N. C.,
*  Henry Maultsby, B, ¢ “
‘““  Morris Chappel, H « i
““  Geo W Britt, F, « o«
“ . Mathew Hale, H, | “

113 K

gt

)
Y]

)

John McLaughlin, H:
Charles Grimsley, B
Wash'ten Regan, B

119

T Y

i : J W Wud, A [ L
“" J H Johnson, P, 10th «
“ B H White, C, 7th Battal.

Private Merrit has left arm amputated
bttween the shoulder and elbow—the
rest are comparatively slight.

G. C. Mc.
Dec. 25th, 1864,
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CorToN SuPPLY FAILING AT THE
NorTH.—The Fall River Mass.
News in speaking of the present
cotton supply at the North says :
The Pocassoit, Masseot, Wahta-
pee and Robinson mills have beer
stopped for several weeks ; the Tro
has suspended operations; the Meta-
comet, we understand, will do 80,
and the Union ad Quequeham mills
.are working up what "little stock
they have- on hand, and will close
soon, 5o by Saturday night algthe
cotton mills in the city, with one
exception, will have suspended oper-
ations. The “Linen Mills” hasthe
larges stock of cotton on hand,
and will probably continue opera-
tions a few weeks longer. It is now
running-on half time. The prospect
before .our cotton operatives the
coming winter, we are sorry to say,
18 not very cheerful.

- 3 =
INAUGURATION oF Gov. VANCE.
—At 2 o’clock yesterday the Gov-
ernor was inaugurated in the pres-
ence of the members of the Assem-
bly, the Judge of the Superior
Court, and a large number of spec-
tators. The Governor delivered a
brief address.— Progress, 23d inst. =

CaseaLties.—Serg’t L A Clouse, 42nd
N C Regt, hand slight; Private John P
Graham, Co E, Ist N C Bat., hand slight;
Seaman J F Hoggin, CS steamer Chick-
Amauga thigh amputated. ;

=5 B =
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munication with Fisher has been re-es- |

10 o'clock, P. M.—General Bragg tele-

‘men received inte General Hospital No.

-ate C
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. THE NEWSPAPER PRESS.
The effect of the bill now before
‘the/House of Representstives, to
regulate details and exemptions,
will be if it becomes a law, simply
to destroy the press of the coun-
try. The plan proposed by the
President did not involve the ab-
solute annihilation of the. press :
it only proposed to place all the
new papers under the control of
the Secretary of War. But they
were suffered to breathe, and to
live|after a certain fashion ; which
continued vitality, the = Military
Committee of the Confederate
House of Represeutatives ..scem
fﬁtms to get rid of in & summa-
.manner.  There was some sort
of reason and logic at the bottom
of the President’s plam, or_raths
on thg.fadeof it. Class legi:
tion and special legislation are,
in the main’ objectional things, and
to get rid of them is, consequently,
a very desirable thing. The Ex-
ecutixe mind seems to have been

ting syllogism ; and hence the Ex-
ecutive recommendation for placing
edjtors and other newspaper folks
on the general conscription list, =0
that! they might seem to be perfect
equality before the law-
Pregident’s design was really to
incrgase the effective strength of
the army by such additions us he
could get from the various newspa-
‘per establishments, his object would
fall very short of attainment. We
assert, without fear of contradic-

armg-bearing men ‘could not be
wrung out of all the newspaper of-
fices in the country. Yet, should
the serviees of all the editors and
their subordinates become necessa-
ry, we presume they would very

willingly take the field. Only let

motive ; then there *would be no
| one to demur qr. refuse. But the
' consequence of this course ‘would

estroy the Press-'—a.. conclu+

be to
i LESK EES S L S

ly npcessary to argue.

The President appears to ‘have
foreeen this difficulty, and hence
does not insist onsending the news-

wants to haye the privelege of put-
ting them back into their offices,
or such of them as he may deem
worthy of that favor. That the ef-
fect of this measure would be to
annihilate the liberty of the press,
any one c¢an see in a moment ; but
the liberty of the press  does not
seem to have suggested itself as an
element in the argument. .
although supposed to be jealousey
guarded by sacred cohstitutional
guarantees, it is not so much as

a due consideration of this point
woulfl' have sadly marred the gen-
eral symmetry of the logical edi-
much ingenuity by the Exee
utivel pen. Nevertheless, jf the
liberty of the press, is worth any-
thing at all, it is certainly worth
the exemption from military ser-
| vice Which is essential to its pre-
servation, 1In spite of the violence
which might thereby be.offered to
the President’s syllogism as to spe-
cial legislation.
"The Military Committee of the
House ef Representatives seem not
to understand the subject either one
way or tlre other. The President
18 nothing, if ot logical. The
Military Committee are nothing—
not even logical. The object of
the,CQmmitte,e i8 to increase the
numerical strength, and conse-
qnﬁnﬁg‘ the effectiveness of the ar—
my. - do- accomplish that object,
they vevoke-all exemptions, with
certain exeeptions, heretofore gran-
ted, and by this means may gather
from editorial desks and composing
cases; a score of awkward squads

with which to recruit our veteran |

armieu: for the struggles of the next
campaign.

) But in order to save
the liberty of the Press—that sa- |
cred legacy which even Confeder-
_ Opireisea are forbidden to
touch—the ili Committee

incapable of resisting this eaptiva- }

editor and suclh’f;'_ ?l@ operatives
as he may certify 0 be necelisay.

. Under this system, a WGGHY pa.
per might be conducted in a coun-
try village ; but the city journals,
with tlieir indespensable corps of
asgociate 'editors, and reporters, and
clerks, would be compelled to sus-
pend. Perhaps the -members of

‘the military committee imagine

that any one of their number would
be quite competent to conduct a
daily metropolitan newspaper—
write the editorials, ¢do the local
reporting, make up tlie news, report
the proceedings of Congress, and
the State hegislasure, mail the pa-
pere and kéep the books, without
any sort of assistance. We donot
retend to dispute the pretension.
&t we gannot help thinking * that

| #0r fhodnestimable liberty of the

press, it'is a great pity that thése
accomplished gentlemen squander
their talents in -Congress. They
would certainly make the most re-
markable editefs on reeord. It
may be gaid that the power of detail -
remains behind, and that such as-
sistant editors, reporters ard so on,
as may be required, ean be obtain-
ed by ghace of the Secretary of,
War. DButthis admits that th

If the A €Xemptions are not sufficient foS

| the purpose contemplated.

Ifiti-,
necessary to go to the War Depart

ment for agsistance to publish a
newspaper, that, newspaper is to
all intents and purposes. under the
absolute control of the Government.

fice which was constructed with sog

tion, that a decent battalion of |

it be fairly stated that'this is the |

paper into the field. He only-

Indeed,

hinted at by the President, sines

It is'simply absurd to talk about
exempting one editor as a sufficient
| secarity for the independence of
the press, if you deprive him of the
means of conducting his paper, or
make him dependent for necessary+
assistance on Government favor or
cgprice. The literal fact is, that
if the plan.of the Military Commita
tee be adopted by Congress, either
the city press of the Confederacy
will be destroyed, or it will own its:
leasc of life to the grace of Gov-
erment officers—exactly as wonld
be the case under the President’s

T emesSrsTnenie of detaile. — R¥pl . Whig.

A WARLIKE WorLD.—The Opin-
on Nationale, of arecent date, gives
this. dismal picture of the present
belligerent gondition of the world -

_ If there be a dead calm in poli-
‘tics, as well as business, among us,
I8 it not the same in all parts of the
little panet we inhabit? Three
quarters of humanity, in fact, are
living in the barbarous state of war.
There is war in Polatd.

War in Algeria.

War in Tunis.

War in Mexico.

War in the -United States.

War in New Zealand.

War in China and Zachgar.
War in Japan, - -

War in Afghanistan.

War in twenty, counties in Afri-

Ga.
This is unfortunately, enough to
scourage the friends of universal
pgage, and  who can say they will
roeet with still greater  disap-
mtment next year ? Italy; Hun-
gary, Poland, Denmark, and  the
Slovonian population of Turkey, are
not it wmust be confessed, in the
most -pacific humor, and to those
who study the general situation of -
our continent, it is quite evident that
the general situation, instead of get-~
ting better, goes on from day to day
getting more 4nd more complicated.
T e e

Avorpiic THE DRAFT— The Dail y
News rejoices over the following : _
Of three hundred substitate men ‘whe
have been sent to the front from Colum-

occurred at Fort Fisher,

bus, Ohio, under a strong guard, the nam-
ber who had escaped on the way from
the city to Louisville, Ky., is said to have
reached one hunmdred ! - The remainder,
or at all events, those of them who will
not have run off before they reach Nash.'
ville, will, we presume, take the earliest
opportunity of finding the'way within the
lines off the Confederates. The war has
demonstrated no truth so clearly as the
conscription of hundreds of ¢ of
unwillingl men, will add but little to the
numerical, aud mothing to the i
strength of our armies. g )
.
TuE L1st oF CASUALTIES, which

band too late,

Propose to exempt precisely one |

It will appear in

our next,




