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" ING PROJECT FOR CANALIZING
' THE UPPER CAPE FEAR—NOTES

OF THE RECENT RIVERS AND

HARBORS CONVENTION.

The fact that the Chalrman of our
“Citizens' Committee on Improvement
of the Cape Fear" was one of the Di-
rectors of the Rivers and Harbors
Congress which met In convention in
Washington the first week of this
month, Jed to much talk there among
Benntors and Representatives concern-
Ing Fayetteville's great project. The
highly interesting speech of Mr
Thomas, then representing the Fay-
etteville district, delivered (in the
House on January 14, 1901, and recit-
ing the inception of our sch
1899, was recalled by some of these
pentlemen, and, at the writer's request,
he has sent us n copy of . We repro-
duce 1t in this week's and next week's
Isaus.

It will be observed that Mr. Thomas
quoted in his speech the editorial
which appeared in the Observer on
Beptember 8th, 1898, pointing out the
backwardness of the Unlited States
in the treatment of waterways in com-
parison with the European nations
and advocating the canallzation of the
Cape Fear in accordance with the plan
of Herr Franzins as applied to the
Weser in Germany. It was remarked
that this editorialaided by the some-
what official character imparted to
it by publicatien In the Congressiona!
Record, bilgzed the way for the move
ment for the scientific treatment of
our waterways, which in the eight
years that have since elapsed, has be
come such an irresistible force in cur
commercial and pollcleal life.

Our Citizens’ Committee’s represen-
tative, it may be added, was selected
to speak for North Carolina on the
call of the States. It was remarked
that his description of the method suc-
cessfully employed in England for
“proving a commereial case” for the
Manchester Ship Canal, of its applica-
tion to the case of the Cape Fear, and
of his theory of the “normal port”
creniidd a new departure in the consid-
eration of ports and waterwnays, which
would be followed by important re
sults,

BETTER CHANCE. NOW, FOR
ELECTING A DEMOCRAT PRESI
DENT.

A telegram from Wilmington, Del
AWAre, says:

When word was received here to
night of President Roosevelt's re
to again run for President, ‘William
Saulsbury, the Demoeratic former
State chairman and cauvess pominee
of his party for Senator, sald:

“This action on the part of Presi
dent Rooseévelt removes the omly Re-
publican who has the country with
him today. Undoubtedly any Demo
¢rat who may be nominated for the
Presldency will have a better chanos
of being elected with Roosevelt elimt
nated. I regard him as the ouly really
popular Republican. He is popular
becanse he has taken up some of the
declarations of the Democratic plat-
form in which the pecple bolieve.

BENATOR OVERMAN'S GREAT
«  HONOR.

The Washington correspondent of
the Raleigh News and Observer sends
that paper the, appended information
concerning the high appointment
which his colleagues have sceured for

od for a pice on the Judiciary com-
. mittee, the caly North Carolinian who
has been accorded so high a place
since the war with exception of the

many years past the improve-
Carolina, has been divided Into two

at and below Wilmington, N. C., the
other for the improvement of the Cape
Fear River above Wilmington, N. C.
The Improvement of this river at and
below Wilmington was begun ou the
river channels as far back as 1829,
and on the ocean bar in 1853

Up 10 June 30, 1589, the Govern-
ment had expended on this project
$2 53651637, 1 mention this fact to

Fshow 10 the coanmittee bow igportant

In the estimation of the Government
has been the improvement of this river
at its mouth and enirance Into the
Atiantie Ocean.

The existing project for the improve-
ment of the Cape Fear River abhove
Wilmington, N. C., or as it Is popuiarly
known, the Upper Cape Fear, bears
date January 26, 1881, and f= to clear
the river to Favetteville and to ob
fain a continuous chanue] (depth not
stated) by jetiviog and dredging; cost
estimated in July, 1892 at 5275000
for a 4foot depth to Elizabethtown
and a 3foot depth to Fayetteville
Of this estimated amount the sam of
$126.762.51 had been expended wp to
June 30, 1599. Most of this money
has been expended In removing ob-
structions and some jettylng and
dredging has been done.

While the amount expended under
the existing project has Improved
somewhat the governing low water
depth of this river and aided some-
what cosnmerce and navigation,  the
improvement of the river under the
existing project has been by no means
adequate to the demands of or |m-
portance of the commeree of this river
and 1tz growing importanece to the peo-
ple of the Cape Fear section of North
Carclina. Hence some fifteen months
ago the bhusipess men of this section
began to agitate the subjeet of Improv-
ing the Cape Frar River between the
gity of Fayetteville, in my district, and
the elty of Wilmington, so as 1o se
cure a uniform depth of water through-
out the year of 4, 6, or 8 feet. The
present governing low-water depths
are 2% feet to Elizabethtown and 2
feet to Fayelteville only: and while
steamers pegularly navigate this river
there are seasons of the year in which
navigation Is delaved or is Impractd
cable. ;

This movement oa the part of the
citizens of the city of Fayetteville hae
received the indorsement not only of
the chamber of commerce of that cit-
but of numerous chambers of com
merce throughout the State, including
the Wilmington Chamber of Com
merce, the mingtog Produce Ex
chapge, the Wilmington Merchants
Association (the city of Wilmingtos
being also greatly htenntd“ '~ }: the
proposad  improvement e river),
and it has also recelved the bdoriL
ment, by rescintion, of the general as
sembily of North Carolina.

Is fact, the improvement of the
river is regarded with interest not
only by people of the Cape Fear
section, bt by the people of the
whole State of North Carolina. The
improvement of the river has attract-
ed the attestion of the State as well
as the people of that section, sot onl
because of the necessities of the case,
but because of the past eommercial
history of the river and of the city of
Fayettaville as the bead of navigation
therean.

A leading nowspaper of my State
recently said: “The Improvement of
the Upper Cape Fear is a matter of
great Importance, in which the whole
Stdte will cooperate with Fayette
ville". and one of the justices of the
mupreme court of North Carolina, in

pecuniary interests as weil as the con-

tion of North Carclioa is involved.
Competition of water rsates would
eventually have little effect npom the
railways, because it would in time
secure to them a large accession of

_ | business which the restoration of the
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venience of a large part of the popain- | ¥

nearest existing “basing poiots for
frelght rates;” that the Cape Fear s
the only river i North Caroline, with
its 300 miles of sescoast, which flows
directly Into the sea; that it reaches
the sea at a point where the abpormal

In harmony with this fact, and be-
fore natural coaditions were disturb-
ed by the north-and-south-going
railways and by deforesiation at the
head waters of the river, Fayetteville
was the shipping and receiving polt
for the immense territory comprised
in central and western North Carolina
and for parts of Virginia and South
Carolina; its banking capltal in 1827,
when the population of this tributary
territory was but half a million, was
$1.050,000, whereas its present bank-
ing capital is but $200,000 with the
population Imcreased to 2,000,000. It
was in that former period the seat of
"he oaly branch of the Bank of the
United States in the State, and of an
irsemal the largest. with ore ex-
ception, in the Union: and it has since
heen distinguished from other river
towns by belng made a port of entry. Fi-
nally, by this last-named act, the Gor
srament in effect converted the rive~
from Wilmington to FayetteviPls ic*
the harbor of Fayetteville, and place”
itself ander obligation to treat th
port of Fayetteville om a plane with
mher ports having 2,000,000 of peaple
dependeat on them for economy in
transportation.

I would also urge as an additional
reason the growing advancement of
the Cape Fear section of North Caro
llna In the manufacture of cotlop
goods and other manufactures and
the pecessity for getting the produets
of the cotton mills of the Cape Fear
sec¢tion to market by the cheapest and
most accessible route. In the territor:
which would be opened by the In
creased depth of the river there are
more than 40 different cotton mills,
averaging from 3,000 to 20,000 spin-
dies each; and assurmnces have been
given that if river tmnsporiation ean
be secured during the entire year,
twelve to fifteen mew plants will be
erected.

The population of the Cape Fear
section beneditted and involved can
be stated to be, in round numbers,
61,000, including Fayetteville and Cum-
berland County, 20.000; Sampson
County, 7,000; Bladen County, 5,000;
Robeson County, 9,000; Moore Coun-
ty, 6,000; Hammett County, 4,000, and

besides the entire territory of North'

Carolina east of the Bue Ridge, In-
euding a population thirty times as
great, wonld be given a new avenue
by water to market.

The estimated presont commerce of
the river is about 115,000 tons anual
Iy, valued about $1.150000, and with
navigation al the year round this pres.
ent businegs would probably at once

to Wilmington and thence by sieamer
to the North, instead of, as now, b:
rall to Norfolk and thepce by steamer
to the North. This Fayetteville mill
moduct has an estimated valne of

of the Cape Fenr Valley, much of
which s good farming land, but un-
“W.m_‘m
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Iy under the old project, by the small
:%pmprhllmurriedh the present
flL

I think the Committee on Rivers and
Harbors on the House will bear me

Whatever action this Congress may
take, 1 desire to show to the House
the importance of the new projeot, and
to pat in a permanent form the ad-
vantages to accrue to the people of
my district and State from Improve
ment under the new project of this
great river highway of commerce, and
this great gateway of foreign com-
merce at the port -of Wilmington, to
the people of North Carolina.

I append, Mr. Chairman, as a part of
w* remarks, an article from the Fay-
etteville Observer upon this important
subjeet; also letters which appeared
in that paper from the citizens' com-
miitee which has been specially or-
ganized for the Improvement of the
Upper Cape Fear, and also the report
of the engineers:

Improvement of the Cape Fear.

On the Sth of September, 1899, the
followisg appeared as the leading edi-
torial In the Observer: .

“Canalization of the Cape Fear.

“We do not know how gearly the
jeity system which the Government
has been applying to the improvement
of the Cape Fear River between Wil
mington and Fayettevitle for some
vears past approaches what would be
the cost of ecanalizing the river If that
should be undertaken—we have no
idea at all—but we do kmow that it
does not begin to approach it in ree
sults.

“The improvement of waterways is
curried on on & much larger and
more complete scale in Europe than
with us. The conditions of life are
very much harder in those old coun-
tries than in this comparatively vir-
gin land, and the inecentive to make
every edge eut Is correspondingly
greater there. But conditions are con-

more “civilized,” and we believe that
the subject of the canalization of the
Cape Fear Is one to which serious
thought may be given with a view to
bringing it the attention of Con-

we
say,
tween here and Wilmington the year
round, the completion of such work
would give an Impetus to the growth
of Fayetteville which would be phe

“By the caonalization of rivers we
mean such work as has been done on

those
vance of their condition at the (me
we are going to spenuk of.
“But in 1860, at the International
Congress on Internal Navigation, Herr
ngios, of Germany, Voisin Bey
(chief engineer of the Sues Canal),
Mr. Vernon Hareourt, of
-all engipeers

the legislative branch of the Govern
ment.

In reply to Inquiries from Caplain
Lucas, Secretary Rose, of the chamber
of commerce, addressed him the fol-
lowing letter:

Chamber of Commerce,

Fayetteville, N. C., October, 25, 1900.

A., Wilmington, N. C.

already erected and in operation in
the territory which would be benefit-
ted by the Increased depth of the river
41 different cotton mills, fanging from
3,000 1o 20,000 spindles ench.

The product of these mills is large-
ly transported by rallroad, but would
transported by steamer with assur
of uninterrupted river transpor

There are some twelve to ff-
large mill plants that are only
ting the assurance that the river
transportation will be improved to be
erected and In some instances the
capital has already been subscribed.
The industries mentioned do not In-
clude large mercantile interests or
small mills and shops other than tex-
the mills; the tonbage of the unmen-
tioned plants will be considerable. We
attach hereto a map of North Caroli
na, marking under red lines the terri-
tory that will be largely benefitted by
an increased depth of the river. You
will please calculite the area of terri-
tory in the marked lines that wili re
celve direct benefit from the increased

depth of he Upper Cape Fear River.

It may*be added that two railroads
now looking In this direction will seek
Fayetteville as their terminus as soon

they have assurance of year.round
water on the Cape Fear.

Bearing on this point, please note the
following extract from the Raleigh
News and Observer of October 21, in
which these remarks by Supreme
Court Justice Walter Clark are record-
¢d (Supreme Court Justice Walter
Clark to Raleigh Chamber of Com-
meree, in Raleigh News and Observer
of October 21, 1900):

“The railroad now running down
through southern Wake should be ex-
tended to Payetteville, nome 60 miles
from Raleigh, thus giving us for most
of the year the competition of water
rates at our nearest river port.”

If there is any further information
necessary (o secure the improvement
of the river, you will please advise
me and oblige,

THE

Yours truly,

F. R ROSE,
Secretary Chamber of Commerce.
The statistics supplied In the fore-
golng wmot -being sufclently explicit,
Captain Lucas visited Fayetteville
agaln (on November 15, just past), and
explained to a meeting of our citizens
the necessity for supplying him with
more detalled information. It was
ted out that this would. have been
in the first instance except for
the politieal campalgn which was then
engrossing attention. As the outcome

heid on the occasion of your visit on
Thursday last, have taken np the sub-
Jects of lnquiry suggested by you, and
have plesaure in reporting as follows:

]
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and afford th
the Atlantic. All the grain exporis
that are driven away from New York

raliroads in the past,
poris of both would be three or four
times as large.

THE LEATHER INDUSTRY AND
THE FOREST.

No other nation produces hall as
much tanned, curried, and finished
leather as the United States, which
vields over one-fourth of the world's
supply. Six hundred and sevenieen
tanneries contribute ‘ to - this output.
The raw material includes a hundred
and eight million hides and -skins,
inclpding & large number from Argen-
tina. ‘To tan this Immense guantity
of leather, valued at over 250 million

dollars, last year required over a mil-

lion and a quarter cords of tanbark,
worth nearly $13,000000, and more
than six hundred and fifty thousand
barrels of tanning extract, worth $8.-
700,000,

Over two-thirds of the tanbark
consumed comes from hemlock, and
over onefourth from oak; chestnut
and other woods contribute the re
mainder. More extract is secured
from chestnut, however, than from all
other domestic woods combined. A
small quantity of extract of a littie
over a thousand barrels comes from
the roots of palmetio.

Although
widely distributed over the United
Slates, the greater part of It Is car
ried on in the States of Pennsylvania,
New York, Michigan, and Wisconsin,
which use more than two-thirds of the
tanning materials consumed. Pennsyl
vania alone consumes over nine hun-
dred million pounds of bark and ex-
traet worth §8,000,000, or, 87 per cent
of the total value.

Since 1900 the quantity of tanbark
used has fallen off 15 per cemt, al-
though its value has increased. Dur-
ing this period the consumption of ex-
tract Increased from 67,000 to' 660,000
barrels a year, of which nearly 90,000
barrels. were fimported. Relatively
small quantities of hemlock bark were
imported from Canada, and of man-
grove bark from the West Indies and
Afriea. In weight, four times as much
quebracho was imported In bark as
In extraet form, but the value of the
two forms was about the same.

Bark brought the lowest price in
New Hampshire, and the highest in
Oregon, with an average of $9.30 per
cord. More than in bark the price
of extract varied widely according to
the material fromi which it was man-
ufactured. The extract of quebracho,
a tres of Mexico, Central America,
South America, and the West Indies,
from which seven-elghths of all import-
ed tanning materials are séctred, had
an average price of §18 per barrel; and
hemlock brought $12.60 per barrel:
opk $9.90 per barrel, and chestnut
$9.12 per barrel.

Statistica of the consymption of tan.
bark and tanuning extraect in 1906, gath-
ered in cooperation with the Burean
of Census, are given in Cireular 118
mn the Fo;.ed S8ervice. This publica-

can had upon application to
the Forester, U. B. Department of Ag-
Washidgion, D. C.

‘We remeniber distinotly, 45 years
‘P to-day (Dec. 13,) the great battle
L]
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the tanning Industry Is

o

| Mr. and Mre. Mitehell Butier camo | Ma

up Sunday and ench made s
visit at Mr. A. B, Maxwell's.
Mr. Branbridge Williams went oall

Ing up in Flea Hill township last Bun- | m
| day afterncon. >

‘Mr., H, (. Culbreth and family have
moved back to their old home near
Stedmun,

Rev, N. M. McDonald has returned
from Conference at Newbern, Mra. Me-
Donald bas returned from Hope Mills.,

Mrs. Badger Fisher Is expeoted fo
visit the family of Mr, Tim Fisher and

H. V. LILLY, President.  JOHN

Mr. A B.|
tune to lose n
over @ high gate.

Mr. Robert MoMillan went calling
in Cedar Creek last Sunday.

Mra. Byrd, of Bunn's Level made
brief visit to Mrs. A. B, Maxwell |ny
week.

Prof. B. T. McBryde called on (he
Stedmun school last week,

0. ELLINGTOW, V. P. and Cashier.

JOEN H. HIGHTOWER, Assistant Casbier.

Fourth

National Bank

of Fayetteville, N. C.

(]

Condensed Slatement at the Close of Business

December 3, 1907.
RESOURCES, LIABILITIES.
Loang and Bonds . - $753,164.18 Capital . . . . . . . . $100,000.
Overdmafts . .. . ... 472180 Surplus, . .. ... .. p,m.x
Building, Furniture and Frodteil o 0k 7.608.32
Vault. . . . .. ... 2500000 Circulation. . . . . . . 100,000 00
Demand Loans, $59,726.80 Rediscounts and Bills
Due from Banks, 106,931.55 Payable - - n 45,500.00
ve o0 os o 55973.46 Deposits . . . --. . . . 507,409.47
222,631.81 Bond Account . . . . 105,000.00
$1,005,517.79 $1,005,517.79
We Invite Your Account,
Either Commercial or Savings

One Thing Certain

No matter what happens, no matter what the occasion, you. ¢an always de-

pend

upon

PERFECTION

in season and out of season. Whether

weather or foul, panic or prosperity,
you need. It's i prapey

for Thanksgiving or 'Xmas, fair

you will ALWAYS find it the Flour

The Flour That
Never Fails.

Isn't it “worth while"" to buy a Flour

price; it costs no more than the ordinary kinds.

like that? To say mothing of the

All other goods in this store fresh, first-class, and reasonable in price.

Groceries, General Merchandise"’
and Seasonable Goods.
Courteous treatment and square dealing to all,

A. P. JOHNSON,, Manager,
Wholesale and Retail Grocer, :

A INT Hax Strapt,

Favatteville, N, 0

Ph_l'i.u"ﬂ

" E.A. POE BRICK CO., INC,)

BRICK MANUFACTURERS

FAYETTEV

LLLE, N. C.

Daily Capacity
00,000 Brick,

PLANT NUMBER ONE LOCATED
ON A: C. . RAILROAD NEAR FAIR
GROUNDS.

STREET,

FLANT NUMBER TWO LOCATED
ON 8QUTH END 00OL SPRING

Roding, Ga., Ssptember 19, 1008,
MESSRS. &L C. DR WITT & 00,
Caleagn, [L
Oentieman:—Yours of the 8th fs hand,
in reply will say, most assuredly use my
letter in any way you e fit for the benesit of
O suffming. 1 will answar all correspond-
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