from rural delivery, a ser
viee begun hardly a dozen years ago,
#nd of unprecedented growth, reaches
as high ns $28,000,000."
“The most striking fact disclosed by
a recent Iavestigation,” the report con-
tinues “in the tremendous loss o ac-
count of second class mail, While this
clasa of mail produces & revenue of Ht-
tle more than 1 eont a pound, the cost
to the government for its handling
and transportation averages 5.2 cents
a pound. The annual loss thus incur-
red, as alrendy stated, is about $64,
000,000, The growth o the quamtity

extraordinary,
Since the passage of the mot of 1887
prescribing conditions under which
publications may be mailed at second-
olasy rates the welght of such matter
bas inofeased more than 1800 per
cont, Last year It amountad to over
700,000,000 pounds, By the weighing
of 1907 second-class matter was shown
to constitute 63 per cent of all domes-
kic mall, and yet it yieldpd only about
6 per cent. to the postal revenues.
The loss on second-ciass matier was
greater than the profits on all classes
of mall combined. It exceeded the fo-
tal amount paild the rallways for mall
transportation,

Magasines and other periodical pub-
Heations exclusive of dally newspapers
comprise about 60 per cent of second-
class mall. The magazines alone form
about 20 per cent. Magazines .proper,
because of the long average haul, show
& cost of more than 5 cents a pound
for transportation, while in the case
of daily newspapera for which the av-
erage distance of distribution is much
less, the transportation cost is under
1 cents a pound.”

“Catch-Penny Circulation Methods.”

Our Salisbury contemporary, con-
Unuing its discussion of this matter,
exposes a sore spot In the claims of
sundry publieations, including some
newspapers, to the privilege of enjoy-
ing the secondclass rate, in the fol-
lowing - .

The Raleigh Times some days since,
anticipating the Postmaster Generals
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Improvements of the

“armory Guard,” about =

It s very certain that considering
all its lines of effort, no State in all
the South is ahead of it today, Geor
gla coming nearest.

Here is something partaking a liitle
more of the wide scope of history than
the foregoing The writer of this ar
ticle, however, is al fault when he
speaks of Johustom's army wintering
st Fayetteville. Johnston succeeded
Bragg In command of the Army of
Tennessee. He was superseded by
Hood for failing to prevent the invas
ion of Georgin. It was the army from
Charleston and fragments of other
shattered armies, incloding Hardee's
which, In the early days of March
1865, were retresting towards Fayette
ville. Johnston was again called up
on, In this emergency; was ordered
lo Fayetteville to take command of
these armies on thelr arrival; and ac-
tually did arrive in Fayetieville but a
few days before Hardee, Hampton, But-
ler and the others came up from the
South,

Says Mr. J. E. Edwards, the writer
referred to above, in the Boston Her-
ald:

When General Joseph E Johnston,
Sherman’s great opponent both before
and after he had reached Atlanta
was in Congress in the seventies and
early eighties, representing the Rich
mond, Va, district, it was my vers
good fortune to become well ac
quainted with him. In the conversa
tions between us, he lold me many
fnteresting war storles, but the one
that has stayed by me best related
to the earthworks thal General John-
ston had forgotten that he had ever
bailt,

“Generfl” | said to him one day.
“l have just returned from a trip to
Fayetteville, N. C. While there | had
to travel along a road that took me
directly through some elaborate
srthworks thrown up just outside of

‘' jthe town. From their very elaborate

ness, | judged that they had been
planned in anticipation of fighting
there a decisive batile, and whem |
isked who had built them | was told
that you had done so.”

“In Fayetteville, N. C.” mused the
geveral for o moment. Thes a smile
or recognition spread over his [ace

| “Why, I declare, I had forgotten all

tbout 'those fortifications,” he con-

. “But now | cam recall (hem
vividly, and they are especially inter-
esting to me, [llustrating, as they do,
one of the things | had in mind when

“l1 reached Fayetteville fairly early
n the winter and decided to go into
winter quarters there. [ knew (hat
Sherman would not start north before

It that letter was not burmed in the
fire at the present office, January 25,
1908, or in the fire at the writer's resl.
dence amohyg the same papers” Sep-
tember 4, 1908, it is probably still ex-
tant in the things brought back from
Appomatiox.

There were no troops Im Fayette-
ville In the winter of "645—except the

men, chiefly the drilled and organized
mechanics st the Arsenal

HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF—IN
A MEASURE.

————

The excellent Gastonia Gazette pub-
lishes the following:

Doubtful Economy in the Use of the
People’s Money.

The Gaselte is not a “periodical of
protest.” It is not a muckraker's
sheot nor a yellow scandal purveyor,
It does not spend its energy In look-
ing for something to kick and raise
an efernal howl about It does,
however, endeavor to keep the peo-
ple of the county, who lodk to it for
thelr imformation, posted oa every-
hing that transpires in the county
that s worth chronicaling. From
time to Ume it publishes Tull reports
of the matters of business transacted
n the courts and by the coumty com-
missioners. Every tax-payer and
ditlsen has a right to know, for one
hing, what the county officers are
loing with the county's momey. This
s right and proper and the law-ma-
kers of the State realized this fact
when they incorporated In the acts
of the General Assembly & section re-
quiring that the |board of county
commissioners of ecach and every
sounty in the Stale cause (o be
printed, at the close of each [lscal
year, in some paper published in the
county, a full exhibit of the recelpts
and disbursements for the year.

It is about this annual statement
that we wish to say a word just now.

Last year, and this year also, num-
bers of people have enguired of us
why the Cazeite did pot publish the
slatement, saying that they never
saw It in print. These are all tax.
payers and cltizens of the county. To
these Inquiries we have vouchsafed
the Information that the county com-
miszioners had let the contract to
another paper in the county tb pub-
lish it because forsooth, by doing so
there was a supposed saving of five
or ten dollars,

For the information of The Ga-
wetie’s readers we give the following
{acts.

First: The law which renders it
compulsory upon the board to pub-
lish this statement allows It to pay
therefor fifty cemis per 100 words, a
most reasonable charge when (the
dificulty of composition Is taken
into consideration.

Second: The QCaszette Ilast year
made a bid for the stalement at 40
cents per humdred words (theé low-
est figure, so [ar as the present own-
ers know, that this. paper has ever
taken it al. The Cherryville Bagle
bid, If we are not mistaken, 37 12
cenis and got it. Result: Very few
people outside of Cherryville town
and Cherryville township ever saw
the statement. We believe we are
safe iIn making the assertion that
less than 100 copies of the Eagle
containing the statement canie lnto
Gastonia township waich pays more
taxes doubtiess than any two of the
other five lownships.

Third: This year The Oaszolte had

- | daclded not lo make any bid for the
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which it has handled the county's an-
nual statement

ITEMS FROM HOPE MILLS.
Correspondence of the Observer.)
Hope Mills, N, C,, Jan. Ird
Rev. Mr. Curtis will presch in the
Presbyterian church next Sunday,
The Hope Mills Graded and High
School was opened this morning with
a large enrolement. ‘
The Young Men’s Christinn Unlon
will meet in the Presbyterian churcl
next Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock and
the subject selected for discubsion is
sowing and reaping.
Mre. Rufus Johnson, aged eighty-six
years, died in her home in Hope Mills
yestorday afterncon at § o'clock and
he funeral services were conducted
this afternoon from the residence by
Rev. P. T. Britt Ths burial took place
‘n the Gulnes cemetary near this place.
Mrs. Johnson, for more than hall a
centary has been a faithful ember of
the Baptist church, and is survived by
her husband, Rufus Johnson, and thres
sous, as follows: Phillip and Joseph
Johnson, of Cotton, N. C, and Orin
Johnson, of Wilmington, N. C. The be
reaved family have the sympathy of
& host of friends.

PARKTON NEWS.

Correspondence of the Observer.]
Parkton, N. C, Jan. 3—New Year
dawned most beautifully and every-
body seemed to be in the spirit of
Joy. A good many changes have tak-
en place since our last writing Some
have married and some have died

On Sunday night, Mrs. J. T. 'Webb,
wife of our townsman and blacksmith,
died. The funeral will be conducted
tomorrow at 12 o'clock, m., by Rev.
J. D. Pegram, and the interment will
be at Parkion cemetory,

Our town was made sad yesterday,
when the news reached us that Dr.
J. H. Marsh, brother of our townsman,
Mr. D. W, Marsh, was dead.

The news reached us this morming
that Dr. H W. MeNalt was dead. Dr.
McNatt was a brother of Mra. J. B, M-
Cormick, and be also has & great many
relatives in Parkion and .surrounding
community. He had many friends
bere and was beloved by all. We ax-
tend our heartfelt sympathy to the

There s a brand new store in own,
which will be oceupled by Capt. 7, D.
Cable, formerly with the Parkton
Mere. Co.

Mr. A. C. McCormick hag eccepted
& position with the Parkton Mere. Og,
for this year,

Postmaster Mr. A. Pasiam has moy-
ed his family 10 his new home. We
gladly weicome this good fmmily fo
our town, -

Also Mr, A. A, MeDonald and family,

| of Mars Bluff, 8. ©. and Mr. Robert

umncm«am_ﬁm
moved to our town to live. Many

Mr. Bvander McNaly, formerly of

poses dolng a rushing busimess, and
e will too,
linmson returned to the Greensboro

holidays with home

literature 21.10, ofl 3.35, classbooks and

Lumber Bridge; has cliarge of ihe | place,
mwwmmm»;

Misses Alma Baker, and Bthel Wi- |

seventy yards overheéad and he got one
the third shot. The flesh was dell-
clous. 5

D. R. Melver returned Saturday ev-

ening from a holiday vacation “with
liome folks in Lee county near Broad.
way. He was at a enter-
lainment at Concord Methodist church
Uhristmas day, helped tn the exercises,
and addressed the Bunday School.

Addle Atkinson is visiting her uncle
at Homer, B. C,

Rev. P, T. Britt preached & fine
Christmas sermon Dec. 26 at Union
Springs Baptiat church. He recom-
mended as o song book for the Bab-
bath School, “Windows of Heaven™
and a lot of them were ordered last
week. We hope this SBunday Bchool
will now take on new life as the at-
tendance has been quite small latsly.

Rev. J. D. Pegram preached & good
sermon Sunday night from two maln
points. The Lord's need of us, and
our need of the Lord. He recommend-
ed that collections be taken every ser-
vice and that the money be used for
Incidental expenses and the orphan-
age.

The Methodist Sunday School had
& Christmas tree Dec. 24, 7 p. m., and |
a fine treat of over $57 worth of mixed
nuts, candles, oranges, 2 barrels of ap-
ples, ele, besides nice individual pres-
ents. The programmo rendered was
most excellent and very suitable.
Some say It was the best they ever
heard. It was lengthy and of great
variety. Bertha Smith's recitation,
“Annie and Willie's Prayer” contained
one hundred and thirty eight lines,
about fourteen hundred words, and
was one of the best. Blanche Biggs,
Myrtle Phillips, Raymond Wade, Paul
Wade and Elmer Phillips sang & love-
ly somg very well, and ware highly
praised. They all did well and they
and the commitiee who trained them,
the choir leader, organist, manager of
entertalnménts and fund and all who
tontributed time and money, deserve
eredit and favorable mention. L. M.
Culbreth made his report Sunday and
thanked all for timely mid. The Sec
retary made his annual report Bun
day showing $58,77 collected and $51.55
disbursed as follows: sexton $22.30,

envelopes 150, broom and matches
30c., Christmas tree domation 2.00,
lampburners 1.00, leaving a balance of
$5.22,

Conference appointed Mr. Ben Aufry
sgperintendent. L. M. Culbreth was
reelected assistant superintendent and
Albert Wade was re-elected Hecretary
and Treasurer. The folowing were
elected teachers: D. R. Mclver, Misa
Bettie Wade, Mrs. Hattle West, Mrs
Marla Smith, B. A. McKinnon, Mrs.
Sarrah Worrell, L. M. Culbreth and
David Guiton. Present 132; collection
fi10.

Mr. Orin’ Dean's child was badly
burnied fast week but in reporied bet-
fer. She was blistered, but the flesh
wis nol baked.

Wer‘mttohe‘roﬂludﬂthﬂ![)r.

I.-‘rl"

OUR MR. BEVILL HAS JUST RETURNED FROM

THE WEST, WHERE HE BOUGHT THE BIGGEST LOT OF

MULES AND HORSES
VILLE.

WE WILL HAVE ON HAND BY JAN.6TH,

257 Head of the Best

Mules and Horses

ANYBODY WANTING STOCK WILL DO WELL T0 CAI.‘L A

BEFORE THEY ARE P
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